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OVERSEAS NEWS 

More moderation 
over Arab oil 

Boycott value questioned 


From NICHOLAS HERBERT, Middle East 


Saudi Arabia has come out 
against the Arab boycott of Ang^o- 
American oE interests, and E^^t 
seemed today to be moderating its 
enmity towards Britain at least. 
These developments coincided 
widi evidence that King Faisal of 
Saudi Arabia might be preparing 
to revive pressure for Islamic 
solidarity, an issue which tends to 
split the Arabs ideologically. 

Too much cannot be read into 
such trends as yet Hie Arab 
world is in too great a state of dux 
and the outcome, at the United 
Nations remains too uncertain for 
any definite conclusions about pos¬ 
sible changes in die balance of 
power among Arab countries. 

However, a statement by Shaikh 
Ahmed Zaki Yamani. the Saudi 
Minister of Oil, questioning the 
value of die oil boycott was the 
first official pronouncement of its 
kind, and the soft words from 
Cairo came from the pen of no 
less a man than Muhammad 
Hassanein Heykal, President 
Nasser’s confidant and friend. 

Permanent bridges 

Arabs made the mistake, Mr. 
Heykal said, of establishing direct and 
effective contacts with die outade 
world only at moments of hardship, 
whereas they should keep open per¬ 
manent bridges. Support in Emope 
should be exploited. France’s attitude 
was encouraging, and diere were 
opportunities in Italy, Spain or even 
Mtain. " We should note that even 
if Britain is the United States’ 
foUowea*, th«r interests in the Middle 
East conflict at some points,” he 
wrote. 

Sudi language is a far cry from 
his suggestion two weeks ago that 
Britain was nothing but a lion’s tail 
fly-whisk for President Johnson. 

Mr. Heykal criticized Arab radios 
for inciting bloodshed, saying: “If 
we turned our ^orious stniggle into 
a blood bath, the world would turn 
away from us.” This amounts to 
recognition that the hyperbole to 
which Arab radio speakers so 
addicted gave I«ael a useful pretext 
for ailing that it was about to be 
exterminated. 

Mr. Heykal reserved some of his 
ire for the United States, which he 
said had been proved synonymous 
with Israel, and he renewed charges 
of American collusion with Israel. 

Shaikh Yamani, whose interview 
with a Saudi newspaper was broad¬ 
cast by Mecca radio last night, said 
that the Arabs stood to lose as much 
economically as they had already lost 
territorially, if the oil boycott con¬ 
tinued. He put Saudi losses at more 
than £l]in. for the 24 days during 
which it applied the total oil cutoff, 
and said that daily losses now were 
at least £125,000 with the ban on 
shipments to certain countries. 

The embargo was hurting the oil 
producers much more than the con¬ 
sumers, and a study should be made 
to see whether it could cause the 
economies of oil-producing states to 
collapse. 

In Iraq, however, where this possi¬ 
bility is strongest, the official news 
agency has announced measures to 


Correspondent— 
Beirut, June 30 

ensure fiiat oil pumped through the 
pipeline to Lebanon will go only lo 
F^ce and Turkey. 

Mr. Abdel Sattar Ali A1 Husain, 
the Iraq Minister of Oil, was said 
to have outlined these in a note to 
the Iraq Petroleum Company and the 
Syrian and Lebanese Ambassadors;. 
Tile measures included a ban on ship¬ 
ments in Britain or American tankers, 
and required ships* captains to fiimish 
after a voyage documents diowing 
that the off had been delivered to 
the proper destination. Failure to 
do so would result in suspension from 
ever carrying Iraq oil again. 

Before the war Iraq tried to avoid 
too dose an identity with the revolu¬ 
tionary Arab states because of the 
need to watch relations witii such 
neighbours as Turkey and Iran. Now 
its relations with Jordan have 
become closer, although the presence 
of large numbers of Iraq troops In 
Jc^dan could be a two-edged sword, 
and much seems to depend on King 
Husain’s intentions. He has been 
emphasizing the need for an Arab 
summit to chart a new course, and 
he was reported today to have coo- 
firmed that he looked still to Britain 
and the United Slates for military 
assistance. 

From Saudi Arabia, however, has 
come evidence that King Faisal may 
still yearn for a summit of wider pro¬ 
portions. The Jidda newspaper 
Okaz, commenting on proposals for 
a meeting of heads of governments, 
said: “ lit it be an Islamic summiL” 
It added that top priority should be 
^ven to organizing such a meeting 
m Mecca, the heart of the Islamic 
world. 

In Syria, a summit of a different 
order is ijnminenL Mr. Pqdgorny, 
the Soviet President, is balancing his 
recent visit to Egypt with one to 
Damascus. He was reported to have 
left Moscow by air today, but it was 
not known whether be was going 
straigbi to Syria. 

Revenue losses—eBusiness News, 
page 17. 
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OBITUARY 


MR SHUKRY KUWATLY 

Former president of Syria ^ 


Shukry Kuwatly, a former 
President of Syria to whom Presi¬ 
dent Nasser gave Ae title of “ First 
Arab Citizen died in Barut 
yesterday. He was 76. 

Bom ia Damascus he early 
espoused the cause of Syrian 
Nabonali^, and during the 1914-18 
War was imprisoned, by the Turks for 
complicity in the ahtiTurkish under¬ 
ground movement which flourished 
•p ?yp* until its occupation by the 
^lied forces. He collaborated wiA 
tee re^e esiablislied by tee Emir 
Damascus after its capture 
in 19.18, but did not follow the Emir 
into exUe when he was expelled by 
tee French in 1920 and remained in 
Dar^scus to carry on opposition to 
tee French occupation and, later, to 
tee French Mandatory regime which 
was set up in 1922 by virtue of the 
Conference of San Remo. In 1925 
he was one of a number of Damascus 
politicians who participated in the 
Druze revolt, and after its collapse 
and his own flight he was condemned 
to death in absentia by the French. 
In 1931, having been pardoned, he 
returned to Syria and became the 
leader of tee Istiqlalists, tee most 
extreme of several groups within tee 
mam political party, the National 
Bloc. 

In 1936 he was a member of the 
Syrian delegation to Paris which 
initialled a Franco-Syrian Treaty of 
Friendship and Alliance; later that 
year, after (he block had won a 
sweeping victory in a general Sec¬ 
tion, he became Minister of Finance 
and of Defence in a Government 
headed by Jamil Mardam. The treaty 
was duly ratified by the Syrian 
ChambCT, but ran into powerful 
oimo^tion in France; in a vain 
attempt to secure its lati&ation by 



the French Chamber Mardam con- 
wnted to. a series of concesuons over 
its term's which aroused in turn 
suong opposition in Syria. In 1938, 
in i^oiest against these concessions, 
Kuwatly resigned from the Govern¬ 
ment and reverted to his role of 
leader of the most extreme national¬ 
ist wing of tee block, in which capa¬ 
city he rapidly enhanced his presuge 
in Syria by the vehemence of his 
denunciations of any suggestion of 
compromise over tee Syrian demand 
for full independence. 

The outbreak of the Second World 
War brought about a suspension of 
constitutional life in tee Levant States 
and also of the Franco-Syrian discus¬ 
sions about the Treaty, which gradu¬ 
ally became a dead letter. Kuwatly 
and his group, however, continued 
their campaign for fuU independence 
and during the Vichy period undoubt¬ 
edly had contacts with tec Italian 
Armistice Commission in Beirut, and 
with visiting Nazi officials, in tee 
hope of enlisting their support and 
thereby bringing pressure on the 
French. In 1941, therefore, when 
British and Free French forces liber¬ 
ated tec country. Kuwatly found it 
prudent to leave it.' After a year’s 
absence, during which he visited other 
Arab capitals and made the pilgrim¬ 
age to Mecca, he was permitted by tee 
Free French authorities to return to 
Damascus. There he becatrw the 
main spokesman of a newl.v united 
and vigorous block, and in 1943, when 
the French had at length been pre¬ 
vailed upon to allow a return to con¬ 
stitutional life and elections were 
held, (he block won another clear- 
cut victory and Kuwatly was elected 
President of the Republic. 

During the next three critical 
years steadily increasing pressure 
by tee block for tee handing 
over of power was met with French 
evasions, procrastination, or down¬ 
right refusal. The block leaders 
were encouraged by ever-growing 


popular support in Syria,.by passive 
support in other Arab Stales, and 
by the sympathy of the British offi¬ 
cials on the spot, althoVgb the Bri¬ 
tish Government’s ofll-inl attitude 
was neutral and the Bri'-isb forces in 
Syria stood aloof. Im^ch circum¬ 
stances a clash was /nevitable: it 
came in May, 1945, after months of 
increasingly acrimonious discussions, 
strikes, shooting in tite outskirts of 
Damascus and elsewhere, and other 
sigr^ of mounting disorder which re¬ 
doubled in violence; on receipt of a 
lepon that military reinforcements' 
were being sent W Syria from re¬ 
cently liberated France. 

The Syrian attitude became openly 
threatenrag. and the French author¬ 
ities, believing that the only chance 
of maintaining a position for 
France in Syria was to crush the 
block, suddenly ordered a " cleaning- 
up operation ” which took the form 
of a fierce borabartenent of Damas¬ 
cus and other Syrian towns, and 
attacks on Syrian gendarmerie and 
caused serious loss of life. Kuwatly, 
who was ill in bed at the time, 
demanded British military interven¬ 
tion; and three days later, after 
urgent representations to General de 
Gaulle had been unsuccessful, the 
British Government ordered their 
troops in Syria to intervene and to 
confine tee Frenw* forces to their 
barracks. Next year, after tbs ques¬ 
tion had been debat^ in the United 
Nations,' an agreement was reached 
under which British and French 
forces were simultaneously with¬ 
drawn from the Levant; and the 
Syrians and Lebanese were left in 
undisputed control of their own ter¬ 
ritories. 

K'Jwatly’s term of office as Presi¬ 
dent was due to end In 1948 and the 
Constitution did not permit second 
terms. Counting on the prestige of 
his success in achieving independ¬ 
ence and on tee block’s control of the 
Chamber, he contrived an alteration 
of the Constitution which would 
allow of his own reelection. It was 
a sad error of judgment: the Syrians, 
traditionally fickle, had already had 
enough of him and the block, and less 
than a year after his reelection he 
was unseated and exiled by the first 
of three successive military coups. 
He sought refuge with Ibn Saud. for 
whom he had conceived a strong 
admiration, and later lived in Egypt 
In 1954. after the third military dic¬ 
tator had himself been overthrown, 
Kuwatly returned to Damascus, and 
in 1955, in a popular revulsion of 
feeling against military dictatorships, 
he was reelected president By then, 
however, his powers were beginning 
to fail; his mentor. Ibn Saud. was 
dead; and he was unable to stem or 
deflect the political currents which, 
three years later, swept Syria into 
union with Nasser’s Egypt Nasser 
accorded him tee title of “ First Arab 
Citizen ” and dismissed him to a 
limbo from which he never returned. 

SIR GEORGE 
WILKINSON 

Sir George Wilkinson, Bt., 
K.C.V.O., Lord Mayor of London 
during the 1940-41 air bombard¬ 
ment, died on Tuesday at the age 
of 81. 

Born on July 20, 1885, he was the 
eldest son of George Henry Wilkin¬ 
son and entered his father's paper 
mills at the age of 18. At 37 he 
retired from all personal buriness 
activities, and thereafter—in an 
entirely honorary capacity—devoted 
himself to civic and charitable causes 
of many kinds. It is difficult to 
mention in detail all the good works 



bote in the City and in other spheres 
to which Wilkinson set his hand and 
fostered, but they were both 
numerous and catholia 
He wa^/eat^ a Baronet in 1941, 
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BATTLE FLARES 
UP NEAR SUEZ 
CANAL 

Gun positions sUenced, 
Israel claims 

Israel and Egyptian forces exchanged fire in the 
Suez Canal area yesterday afternoon after a battle 
through the night. Israel claimed that the Egyptians 
had crossed the canal. Cairo said the Israelis were 
advancing on Port Fuad, on the east bank, which was 
still held by Egypt. 

In the Gaza Strip 12 refugees have been killed by 
Israel soldiers guarding United Nations stores against 
leoters. 

The Israel Cabinet has decided that Arabs who fled 
across the Jordan after the war began may return to their 
homes on the west bank. The refugees have until August 10 
to take advantage ot the offer. 

LOOTERS SHOT DEAD 
AT UN STORES 

From MICHAEL WOLFERS, Jerusalem, July 2 

strength of the Egyptian forces was 
insufficient for it to have been a 
serious attempt to expel Israel from 
her Sinai positions. TTie specula* 
tion here is that the Egyptians may 
have been seeking to discourage 
close cooperation between the 
Arabs in the occupied territory and 
the Jews, or to increase the strain 
on Israel troops by harassment 
Both sides have complained to 
the United Nations about the Suez 
incident, which they claim to be a 
breach of the cease-fire agreement. 

Mr. John Reddaway, deputy 
commissioner general of 
U.N.R.W.A. (the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency), said 
here today that the situation in the 
Gaza strip was “ well under 
control ”. 

Grenade thrown 

His comment came after an inci¬ 
dent at Rafa—in which 12 refu¬ 
gees were killed by fire from Israel 
soldiers who were guardiog 
ammumtion stores of the United 
Nations Emergency Force and 
food supplies to which 
U.N.R.W.A. is being allowed 
access. The troops opened fire 
after some 150 looters broke 
ffirough a fence and ignored warn¬ 
ing shots fired over their heads. 

An Army spokesman said that a 
looter threw a hand-grenade at a 
guard. The post had been 
strengthened after a request from 
U.N.R.W.A. for special measures 
to halt looting. 


A military spokesman reported 
here that Israel troops had battled 
in Sinai with Egyptian forces who 
moved across the Suez Canal at 
two points. 

An Egyptian company with half¬ 
track vehicles moved into Sinai 
about 14 miles south of Port Said 
on the eastern side of the canal, 
and Israel soldiers spotted a further 
movement in two boats across the 
canal 

Skirmishing broke out early this 
morning when the Israel Army 
reported that seven men were 



wounded. The Egyptians later 
fired mortar shells across the canal 
from gun positions which were 
then silenced, said the military 
spokesman. 

The intention of the military 
adventure is not clear. The 
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‘Egypt destroys tanks’ 

From STEWART HARRIS—Cairo, July 2 


Six Israel tanks and three 
armoured cars were destroyed by 
United Arab Republic forces in 
engagements which began last 
night and seem to have ended this 
afternoon, according to a military 
spokesman in Cairo. 

He denied that Egyptian troops 
had crossed to the east bank, say¬ 
ing : “ Our forces have been con¬ 
centrated there since the fighting 
started last month to defend Port 
Fuad.” 

The first announcement of the 
engagement came last night when 
a communique said that the 
Israelis had been engaged at Ras 
el Ish when they tried to advance 
from El Qantara in the direction 
of Port Fuad. 

Nicholas Herbert writes from 
Beiruti — Whatever the origins of 
the clash, it comes at a time when 


the Arab world is still casting 
about for solutions to the grave 
problems raised by Israel’s mili¬ 
tary victory. 

According to reports from 
Khartum all Arab nations except 
Syria have agreed to attend a 
summit conference in Sudan from 
July 15 to 17. 

There is no evidence to show 
what advice President Podgomy of 
Russia is giving to Syrian leaders 
at this crucial stage in Arab plan¬ 
ning, but the inspired Damascus 
press mentioned defensive military 
capacity as one of the aims of 
Soviet assistance to Syria. 

At a banquet in Damascus, Mr. 
Podgomy said that things would 
go against imperialist interests in 
spite of attempts to change the 
situation in the area. 
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Turning the lessons of Suez 
to good account 


By Hugli Hiom^ 


With a new Middle East crisis still 
unresolved, it is of course time to bury 
I Uie hatchet, politically speaking, over tl» 

I Suez crisis of 1956. 

I To be honest, the hatchet would have 
been buri^ a long time ago had it been 
generally known what it . was made of. 
Had it been a bloody old Anglo-French 
bltmt instrument wielded unsuccessfully 
at Egypt but missing the target, we 
should all have forgotten the wretched 
affair very quickly. But for a long time 
we were led to think in terms of a pain- 
klUiog. rherciful policeman's hatchet T 
and then others said that'on the contrary 
it was a remarkable, absolutely -unique 
hatchet, forged by Israeli craftsmen at a 
suburb of Paris celebrated for porcelain, 
with English steel in some way uivolved 
in the handle. 

It was the lingering uncertainty over 
this side of the matter that gave the Suez 
affair such continuing interest. Had Lord 
Avon had his way. the British would 
have absorbed a fundamentally false 
view of an event which, even if it is the 
more bizarre details which now stick in 
the memory, was of greater social and 
psychological importance for the 
country than the Conservative leaders of 
that time seemed to reaJiix, or even 
realize now. 

Mr. Anthony Nutting’s book* is, as 
readers of The Times will be aware, per¬ 
sonal and in places bitter. It is also dis¬ 
appointingly short. It is. however, vigor- 
usly written with far greater candour 
than, most political memoirs, Mr. 
Nutting's colleagues are clearly depicted 
as men of flesh and biood. strong preju¬ 
dices and weaknesses, and these portraits 
are no doubt very much more true to life 
than they are made to seem in most 
books of this sort, in which pasteboard 
characters perform herculean feats of 
understanding and political charity. The 
book is written by one who believes that 
he has had a great secret all these years 
and now. shouts it at us in order to rid 
himself of the terrible burden: a man 
who. apparently destined for a great 
career in politics, threw it all up and now,, 
having broken (as I suppose) with the 
Conservative Party, is in the unusual 
position of having nothing to lose by 
telling all. as he saw it; and he saw 
clearly that the notion that Lord Avon 
played the policeman in 1956 was false. 
This is stal^ here passionately, it is true, 
but also, for the first time, authoritatively 
by a British Minister; and so No End of 
a Lesson, though it may not have been 
the intention of its author nor will it be 
the interpretation of his old colleagues, 
reaUy enables the memory of Suez to be 
finally absorbed and therefore politically 
cornprehended, if not forgotten. 

THE PATRON DENOUNCED 

The relcvatory side of this book, bow- 
'^ver. ranks almost second to its bitter 
denunciation of Lord Avon. This 
naturally has specia| poignance since 
Lord Avon was forso IpofAfCx-Nuiting's 
patron. Tbeir careers^' intwd ' onpe^ 
seemed timilar—sons of ^baronets, bofh'^^ 
lost two brothers in wars against Cer* 
many, both Etonians. Mr. Nutting 
spent a time as Lord Avon’s private 
secretary in the Foreign Office. Enter¬ 
ing Parliament at 25. president of the 
Young Conservatives. Lord Avon's 
natural choice in 1951 for Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary at the Foreign Office 
and then Minister of State. Mr. Nulling 
seemed Lord Avon's political heir, the 
diplomatic man of the future as Lord 
Avon had been '20 years before. Mr. 
Nutting’s manners and inflexions of 
voice even seemed to resemble those of 
Lord Avon. So this book breathes the 
tragic air of old friendsbips broken, old 
confidences betrayed.' 

Mr. Nutting begins with the dismissal 
of General Glubb by King Husain. This 
event, he says, was attributed to Nasser 
by Lord Avon, who was therefore con¬ 
vinced that his previous conciliatory 
policy towards Egypt had been mistaken. 
This is not the first time this has been 
Lord .Avon refers to it, in 
ritU Circle. But Mr. Nuiting reports 
also an hysterical Prime Minister 
demanding Nasser's destru ction and 

•Anthony Nutting: No End of a Lesson 

the story of Suez, published today by 
Constable, price 25s. 



Mr. Anthony Nutting. 

suggests that this “ metamorphosis of a 
statesman ” as he puts it, was due to 
sickn^. This amounts to a plea of 
diminished responsibility on behalf of 
Lord Avon. 1 wonder whether this plea 
is really justified or whedher on the con¬ 
trary the political difficulties of 1956 did 
nor themselves wear down the Prime 
Minister’s health. 

Mr. -Nutting’s alternative policy to 
Lord Avon’s for the Midjlle East in 1956 
does not, however, read very well'now: 
“ We should do all in our power... (to 
ensure) that Iraq, Jordan and the Persian 
Gulf sheikdoms were built up with 
British aid and British'arms ": conces¬ 
sions on frontiers .should be obtained 
from Israel. This argues that there was 
good reason for Israel's suspicions in 
the winter of 1955-56 that the Foreign 
Office, if not Lord Avon, were thinking 
of some territorial adjustment at her 
expense. This part of Mr. Nutting's 
book suggests that its author (who does 
not seem to have very strong views 
before Suez about the Arab world) was 
keeping to the conventional, funda¬ 
mentally pro-Arab line of the Foreign 
Office which Lord Avon, having backed 
it for so l5ng. was now abandoning. 

HOPING FOR A PRETEXT 

For several months after Clubb's dis¬ 
missal, Mr. Nutting says, Lord Avon 
was hoping for a pretex " to move in on 
Egypt”. But he was opposed by Mr. 
Sel'^n Lloyd, Mr. Nutting and the 
Foreign Oflke. Nasser's nationalization 
of the Canal Company gave the oppor¬ 
tunity and July finds Lord Avon insist¬ 
ing, for the first time, that Israel should 
have restored to her her rights of passage 
throu^ the Canal. 

Mr. Nutting was away sick (as were 
many of the prougonists in this affair, 
from time to time, except the robust Mr. 
Lloyd, whose colds were diplomatic) in 
August, 1956. He returned to find 
matters out of his control. There is the 
engaging revelation (hat Lord Avon con¬ 
templated the revival of the famous idea 
of 1940 for a total merger of Britain itad 
Fraace.-In early October Mr, Lloyd had 
to go to the United Nations and Mr. 
Nutting look his place at some critical 
meetings. Mr. Nutting confirms the 
decisive importance, in making up the 
Cabinet's mind to use force, of Mr. 
Foster Dulles's press conference of 
October 2. There follows the pike de 
resistance of the book. Chapter 10. about 
the secret meeting at Chequers at which 
Monsieur Gazier and -General Challe 
suggested to Lord Avon the elaborate 
plan for employing the Israel desire to 
fight Egypt as a pretext for Anglo-French 
intervention in the Canal Zone. 

That this meeting occurred has been 
known before, but Mr. Nutting here 
describes it in detail, obviously making 
use of notes made at the time. Mr. 
Nutting was critical of the plan, as were, 
he says, some Foreign Office officials 
and apparently at first Mr. Lloyd. But 
to no avail. A ” small meeting of Mini¬ 
sters” accepted the idea on October 16. 
further details were fixed up in France, 
and the Cabinet in full approved' it oh 
October 24 and 25. On October 17 
meantime Mr. Nutting told Mr. Lloyd 
that he would resign if these arrange¬ 
ments were carried through. Mr. Nutting 
did not see Lord Avon again after Octo¬ 
ber 16 till the war had begun, but 
Mr. Lloyd kept him in touch with what 


was going on, including the fact of the 
famous meeting with Ben-Gurion in 
France (which he seems to su^st was 
on October 22, lUM 23) and also of Mr. 
Lloyd’s continuing doubts. - 

It is satisfactory that Mr. Nutting 
.should confirm baldly that the Cabinet 
were fully informed, for it has been pre- 
viou.sly suggested that Lord Avon and a 
few Ministers acted on their own. Con¬ 
servatives may regard this revelation as 
a mixed blessing, but it is better that this 
should be shown to be the case than to 
let it go on bting said that the Cabinet 
systwn had quite br^en down and that 
a possibly sick Prime Minister was able 
to take the country to war without tefling 
anyone. Mr. Nutting also suggests that 
one reason why the Prime Minister did 
not lake into consideration many of his 
usual advisers was that be could not 
trust •• the anii-Jewish spleen of vou 
people in the F.O.”. 

Some of the details seem open to 
question. Thus the idea of using Israel 
to justify Anglo-French action perhaps 
came up before Mr. Nuiting says. There 
must be some doubt as to whether Ben 
Gurion really blew cold on the whole 
idea at the last minute; surely this was 
a riue to excite the enthusiasm of the 
British. Mr. Nutting suggests that there 
was no written “agreement” between 
Britain, France and Israel wiiereas there 
was in fact a “ declaration of intent 
And then It surely becomes less and less 
possible to believe ihat the negotiaticm.s 
between Fawzi and Mr.'Lloyd could 
h^avc led to a final settlement of the 
Cana! on acceptable terms: the letter 
from Hammarskjbld to Fawzi of Octo¬ 
ber 24. printed here as an Appendix, 
is after all a remarkably opaque docu¬ 
ment. 

There are also several points about 
Mr. Nutting’s own actions which still 
invite speculation: believing as he did, 
surely he should have refused to make 
the vigorous speech in favour of Govern¬ 
ment policy that he read on behalf of. 
Lord Salisbury at the Conservative 
Parly Conference at Llandudno ? Why 
was he reluctant to risk breaking 
up the Government and discourage 
some of his colleagues from resigning 
with him ? It is still difficult to under¬ 
stand why Mr. Nutting refused to 
make his resignation speech, even after 
reading Mr. Macmillan's advice to 
him. nor entirely clear why he gave up 
his constituency. To go off silently into 
the night, as Mr. Nutting did, has 
dignity, but would it not have been better 
to have spoken out there and then in hot 
blood, perhaps in general terms on die 
use of force (to which Mr. Nutting was 
clearly opposed), if be felt that he could 
not have done so in respect of what be 
calls the '* conspiracy ”'/ 


MEN IN THE DARK 

Finally, Mr. Nutting uses strong 
■language to-describe his ex-coIIeagues. 
who. are represented as villains of the 
deepest dye.'-But this is not really the 
impression he leaves. Instead we see 
a group of men grappling in the dark, 
at the mercy of inaccurate information 
(such as that offered by the Suez Canal 
Company), misunderstanding what the 
Americans said on the telephone, 
betrayed by false historical analogies, 
trying hard to avoid telling lies, but not 
quite succeeding, hoping that ffieir secret 
dealings will never be known. Tout casse 
saiif tamiiie. mutters Lord Avon while 
breaking off relations with Mr. Nutting 
forever. " 1. .. have no advice to offer ”, 
says Mr. Lloyd, as he loyally backs 
Lord Avon over the brink. 

It is said that there will still be a 
debate in the House of Commons on 
this matter, but it is hard to see what 
use such an event can be except perhaps 
to register disapproval. There arej 
however, other general points -that 
can now be discussed; and-of these 
the most worthwhile for the House of 
Coirimons surely is whether they can 
work out some means whereby they can 
more effectively elicit information from 
governments, and not be put off by 
what Mr. Nutting candidly refers to as 
“ the old parliamentary dodge of 
answering the question that was not 
asked 
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RUSSIAN SUPPORT FOR 
NON-ALIGNED VIEW 


FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS CORRESPONDENT— 

New York, July 3 


The United Nations General 
Assembly today adjourned its 
Middle East debate until to¬ 
morrow, stiU moving ponderously 
towards a vote on the five resolu¬ 
tions before it 

The non-aligned nations led 
by Yugoslavia produced some 
moderations of wording, but not 
of substance, jn their resolution, 
which calls on Israel to wifiidraw 
to armistice lines, asks the Secre¬ 
tary-General to ensure compliance 
and appoint a personal repre- 
setative, and hands over to the 
Security Council all other ques¬ 
tions involved. The Soviet Union 
is now supporting this resoludon. 

Mr. Arthur Goldberg, the chief 
United States delegate, said that his 
country would vole for a Latin 
American resolution which linked a 
withdrawal of Israel forces and an 
ending of the state of belligerency 
proclaimed by the Arabs. 

10 priorities 

He propounded 10 priorides for 
peace: disengagement of armed 
forces without d^ay; recognition of 
the right to maintain separate 
national status; recogmdoa of terri¬ 
torial integrity and independence; 
protection of vital security interests; 
refraining by all sides from threats of 
war; ri^t of navigation and free 
passage of international waterways; 
solution of the refugee problem; 
priority for economic and social 
devdioiment over the arms race; an 
international ^arantee of the holy 
places; and Internationa support 
and assistance itowards these ends. 

The United States could not vote 
for the non-aligned resolution, he 
said, because it called for one funda¬ 
mental action, withdrawal, and 
disregarded “ the persistent claim of 
some members of this organization 
of the right to destroy another” 
The absence of recognitioa of the 
right of national existence was at 
the very bottom of the trouble in 
the Middle East 

Mr. Gromyko, the Soviet Foreign 
Minister, j^red at Mr. Eban, the 
Israel Foreign Minister, and said that 
Russia would vote for the Yugoslav- 
Indian ” non-aligned ” resolution 
making withdrawal a first and separ¬ 
ate condition for any settlement 

One would think, he said, that 
Israel expected to be praised for its 
second aggression in ten years, and 
was “ waiting for a prize for bring¬ 
ing such joy to the world 

The whole point 

Mr. Gromyko said that the with¬ 
drawal of forces and the liquidation 
of the other effects of the Israel agres¬ 
sion was the whole point of the 
special session. 

The United States resolution, he 
said, had been imperi^stic dirough 
and throu^, offering a package deal 
and putting the aggressor on a level 
with his victims. 

He cwnplained of Israel’s 
” Gobbels pro^ganda ” at the 
Soviet Union, which had laboured so 
heroically against Fascism. If Tel 
Aviv was not stultified by militarism 
and Israel did not want to cut off 
the branch on which it was sitting, 
if Israel really wanted peace, it must 
change its ways. Withdrawal was the 
first essential and a point of principle. 

Occupation 

money 

Jerusalem, July 3.—Israel is to 
print occupation currency for ^1 
three zones now controlled by her 
, troops, it was reported here mday. 


Dinars are to be used for the 
Jordan territory, and pounds for the 
Gaza Strip and the Syrian hills. 
The date of issue has not been an¬ 
nounced .—Agence France Presse. 

Pakistan demana 
on Israel 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

RAWALPINDL July 3 

President Ayub has again appealeu 
to the big powers to persuade Isra^ 
to vacate Arab areas occupied during 
the fighting. 

In a broadcast be said: “ It is the 
duty of all flie big powers to compel 
Israel to withdraw to its old 
frontiers.” 

Recounting bis efforts for the 
Arab cause, he added: “What nas 
happened in the Middle East is a 
great tragedy for all of us.” The 
President appealed to his counny- 
men for a united effort “to crush 
the evil of Israel which is raising 
its head ”. 


Sudanese in 
Sinai battle 

Khartum, July 3. — Sudanese 
troops took part in repelling an Israel 
attack at Qantara on the Suez Canal 
two days ago, Mr. Hassan Mahgoub, 
acting Defence Minister, said today. 
The Sudanese suffered no casualties 
or losses in the battle, the Minister 
added. 

A contingent of Sudanese troops 
went to Egypt after the Arab-Israel 
war last month.— Reuter. 


Wounded return 
to Jordan 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Amman, July 3 

A Red Cross aircraft today re- 
l^triated 23 wounded prisoner of 
war to Jordan from Israel. They 
were taken to hospital immediately 
on arrival in Amman from Lydda. 

The International Red Cross dele¬ 
gation said there were still three 
Jordan prisoners in Israd. They 
would be flown to Amman when 
they were sufficiently wdl to trav^ 


Glassboro visit 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

Washington, July 3 
Fired by the “Glassboro spirit”, 
100 residents of the New Jersey small 
town which played host to the recent 
Soviet-Ainerican summit, are plan¬ 
ning to leave for a visit to Russia 
on July 14. 


Strasbourg. —^A new four-lane 
viaduct^ named after Sir Winston 
Churchill has been opened here. 



Maltese stamps commemoradj 
(left) and that of St. PauL The 
during his voyage to Rome, 
given hospitality 
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EGYPT’S DEVELOPMENT 
BUDGET SLASHED 

Effect of losses from the war 

From STEWART HARRIS, Cairo, July 3 


The budget for this year’s deve¬ 
lopment programme in Egypt will 
be only fE250m. (£208m.)’ which 
is £ElCK)m. less than in 1965-66 
and 1966-67, the first two years in 
Egypt’s second five-year plan. 

In the first five-year plan Egypt 
managed to average £E300m. 
yearly on devdopment, so the big 
drop for the year which began 
last Saturday must be enormously 
disappointing for a country with 
so much poverty and a rapidly in¬ 
creasing population. The figures 
were given to me today by Dr. 
Kaissouny, who returned to the 
Cabinet two weeks ago in Presi¬ 
dent Nasser’s new Government- 

We were sitting in the study of his 
home in Heliopolis. He is a big, 
impressive man but gentle and good- 
humoured in the Egyptian way. For 
12 years, apart from a break which 
began last September and ended on 
June 19, he has been the strongest 
single influence on the Egyptian 
economy. 

Educated during the war at the 
London School of Economics, Dr. 
Kaissouny became Professor of Com¬ 
merce at Cairo University. Then he 
entered the Govemti^nt after several 
years with the Central Bank and 
International Bank. 

Closing of Canal 

Last night President Nasser pre¬ 
sided at a meeting which considered 
the general budget, the foreign ex¬ 
change budget and the development 
budget They will be publkhed in 
about a week and today Dr. Kais¬ 
souny told me all he could about 
them—remembering Dalton ”, he 
said with a smile. 

He said diat all unnecessary expen¬ 
diture had been cancelled to keep 
development expenditure as high as 
possible, but obviously the country 
was going to be affected by such 
things as the closing of the Suez 
Canal. 

However, this year’s development 
expenditure would still represent 13 
per cent of the gross national product, 
and would probably produce a rate 
of growth of over 4 per cent 

“We are trying to cut down on 
services rather than industries or 
agriculture. We may build fewer 
dwellings and add classrooms to 
existing schools rather than build new 
schools. There will be fewer con¬ 
sumer goods for the people”, said 
Dr. Kaissouny. “ You see, the trouble 
is we place our dignity above 
material considerations.” 

The United Arab Republic has 
already received much help, 
especially from Arab countries who 
have given SI 00m. (£36m.) since the 
cease-fire, according to Dr. Kais¬ 
souny. He agreed that Egypt is 
losing about $35m (a^ut 
£12,500,000) monthly in canal dues, 
tourism and petroleum, and he 
accepted the figure of £E40,500,000 
as the value of gold reserves in 
Cairo. 

My information is that all foreign 
Government Treaairy Bills have re¬ 
cently been liquidated and that 
assets in foreign banks total about 
£EI4m. (£llni.) but Dr. Kaissouny 
could not for the moment confirm 
these figures. As for loans, Egypt, 
according to Dr. Kaissouny, was re¬ 
paying &e International Monetary 
Fund at the rate of $3,500,000 a 
month (about £1,250,()00) and he 
hoped when peo-ple were calmer to 
begin talks for a new loan. “ We 


shall do our utmost to meet western 
block debts but 1 hope creditor coun¬ 
tries will realize it is also to their 
aevantage to keep the United Arab 
Republic economy going at a high 
speed”, he said. 

East block aid 

Dr. Kaissouny digressed to speak 
m gen^l terms. “ The Middle East 
ii an important area for the world, 
you know. I hope there will be a 
settlement one day.” His wife is 
English-bom, his father was a briga- 
cier, one of his five children is a 
parachute troops officer. 

Since the cease-fire, the Soviet 
Union, Czechoslovakia, east Ger¬ 
many, Yugoslavia and Poland have 
indicated willingness to develop 
bilateral trade agreements with Egypt, 
and Dr. Kaissouny added; “ We will 
rely more and more on financing 
develoi»nent programmes with east 
block countries.” 

“What about this year’s cotton 
crop ? ” I asked. “ Cotton and tex¬ 
tiles are usually worth about £E190m. 
0£I52m.) yearly in export income. I 
believe you have been worried about 
leaf worm attacks.” 

Egypt’s total foreign currency 
earnings are only about £E420m. 
(£336m.) so the cotton crop is 
vital. Dr. Kaissouny said the 
present worm attack was under 
control. If the August attack 
was also frustrated he e-xpected 
a normal crop. “ We picked 
off the worms by hand and it didn't 
cost us any forrign exchange. It was 
also more effective than spraying.” 

It would not have been fair in the 
present climate to ask Dr. Kaissouny 
about trade prosj^cts with the United 
Kingdom, Imt private inquiries show 
that no general instructions have yet 
been given by the Government for¬ 
bidding trade with Britain. Egypt 
went short of wheat for some months 
and foreign exchange has already 
been allocated for necessary im¬ 
ported wheat. 

Even if no more oil is discovered 
revenue from petroleum should reach 
£E100m. by 1970. By 1968 Egypt 
should be a net exporter of oil, \vifii 
an increasing annual surplus. 


Gen Dayan tells 
Arabs to stay 

Allenby Bridge, July 3.— General 
Moshe Dayan, the Israel Drfence 
Minister, today spent more than 
an hour in an attempt to dis¬ 
suade Arabs from the w'est bank 
from crossing the rickety bridge over 
the Jordan to become refugees on 
the ^st bank. 

He spoke fluent Arabic with file 
groups who were waiting at the river 
bank. Moving from lorry to lorry 
in a convoy of vehicles piled high 
with household belongings and 
furniture, he took special pains with 
the midefie-aged and the elderly. 

The Arabs recognized him, though 
he replaced his habitual eye-pateh 
with dark glasses. When many told 
him they wanted to find a wife or 
family sent over after fighting broke 
out and that they meant to bring 
them home now, General Dayan 
replied that it would be better to 
stay at home and have their relatives 
returned with the help of the Red 
Cross.—Rewrer. 
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Libyan oil 
workers 
strike 

From NICHOLAS HERBERT 
Beirut, July 3 

Libya's oil workers called a 
general strike today to frustrate 
their Government’s plan for 
resumed production. The new 
Government had announced 
earlier that pumping would be 
resumed, but that the embargo on 
supplies to Britain and the United 
States would remain in force. 

Although this announcement 
had been preceded by a careful 
press campaign pointing out dtat 
Libya was losing more Oian 
£500,000 a day, it appears to have 
been too much for the Libyan oil 
workers’ union. 

This may have been because of 
uncertainty about shipments to 
west Germany, which has become 
in Arab eye's the third-ranking 
villain among western countries 
and is an important purchaser of 
Libyan oil. There has also been 
pressure for a ban on British and 
American tankers. 

The Baghdad confereoce which, 
meeting on the eve of the war, laid 
down rules for the oil boycott, did 
not name the black sheep individually, 
and Arab Governments have, there¬ 
fore, had to make up their own lists. 
This has helped to accentuate differ¬ 
ences between governments, which are 
looking ansiously at thrir balance 
sheets, and unions, which tend to gaze 
more fixedly at Cairo. 

Grain cargo delay 

It has taken Moroccan dock 
workers three days, for example, to 
agree to load on to an American ves¬ 
sel 3.000 tons of American wheal des¬ 
tined for the relief of Palestine 
refugees. 

Austerity measures have already 
been introduced in Iraq and budget¬ 
ary r^'isions are afoot in Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia, but in several instances 
union pressure has prevented a swift 
return to normal. Egypt today can¬ 
celled the celebration of the fifteenth 
anniversar)’ of the revolution, at the 
end of July, so that the money could 
be diverted to the military effort. 

On the other hand, while &udi 
Arabia points out that it has lost 
£llm. and Libya says the embargo 
on Britmn and the United Smtes 
alone will cost it £50m, a year, those 
who favour full use of the oil wea¬ 
pon are equally dissaii^ed. 

In Iraq, where production is now 
confined to the needs of Turkey and 
France, a return to a tomi ban on 
exports is widely supported. In 
Damascus and Beirut nationalization 
is seen by some oil commentators as 
the only anssver to the ability of the 
“ oil cartels ” to supply Britain and 
the United Stales from other sources. 

Dr. Shafiq al Akhras, the editor 
of a Syrian economic weekly maga- 
rine. says collective nationalization 
is possible because many other 
counu-ics from east and west would 
be ready to become partners in 
e.xploiiing Arab oil. He cites as prece¬ 
dents an agreement between France 
and Saudi Arabia, concluded 
recently, and a new formula em¬ 
bodied in Iran’s a^eetnent with the 
Soviet Union. 

Summit meeting 

The Arab summit conference, if it 
takes place on July 15 as proposed, 
will certainly have this issue Mgh on 
the agenda but agreement wfil be 
difficult However imperfect, the 
boycott is at present a mainstay of 
the Arabs’ effort to regain what they 
lost in last month's war. Presumably 
the boycott was, therefore, among 
the “practical steps to liquidate die 
testis of the Israel aggression" 
which were discussed by President 
Podgomy of the Soviet Union and 
the Syrian leaders in Damascus, 
according to a statement issued this 
afternoon. 

President Podgomy has now 
arrived in Iraq, where at the airport 
he said the Soviet Union was the 
Arabs’ friend, especially in times of 
stress, and he believed the Arabs had 
felt the Soviet Union’s genuine desire 
to liquidate the a^ession. 

There has been no indication yet 
about the real substance of his talks 
in the Middle East, which b^n last 
month in <^o, but they are pre¬ 
sumably the prelude to a decision by 
the Soviet leadership on its future 
relations with the Arab world. 
Indications from Moscow that 
political strings may be attached to 
future offers of military aid will 
probably bother Syria less than 
Egypt, which has always tried to 
avoid this, or Iraq, which has 
exhibited a tendency to drih to the 
right 

Our Tripoli Correspondent 
writes: — 

Britain and the United States have 
agreed to discuss a programme with 
Libya for the closing of military bases 
and the withdrawal of troops, accord¬ 
ing to a statement by the Libyan Gov¬ 
ernment today. Committees are to 
meet soon “ to achieve ti^ national 
aim ". 
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Britain acts to meet 


growing oil shortage 


TTie developing oil crisis entered a new 
phase yesterday when the Government 
introduced a petrol rationing BUI. 
Intended merely as a contingency measure, 
to give powers should the need arise, this 
move nonetheless reflects the growing 
recognition that the Suez Canal will not 
he opened to traffic quickly. 

Petrol Bill a 


Forced to take a longer term view, the 
Government has taken its first move to 
bring consumption into balance with 
supply. The new strike in Libya and, the 
continuing troubles in Biafra have con- 
finned the gravity of the shortage facing 
Britain. However, the way has been 
cleared for American companies to 
cooperate in supplying west Europe. 

Industry 


sign of concern 


By JOHN PRICE 


The Government’s decision 
to introduce a petrol rationing 
Bill in the Commons today is a 
further sign that concern is 
growing at official levels on 
the present state of the 
country’s supply position. 

Although the Ministry of 
Power emphasizes that the 
move is entirely “ a prccaution- 
aiy one ’’ at this stage, the 
alarming situation in Nigeria 
and Libya must, inevitably have 
influenced the Government’s 
action. 

Since the announcement, last 
week, of increases in the price of 
petrol and all petroleum products, 
it was assumed by the industry— 
and by the public in general— 
that supply positions were satis¬ 
factory at least for another month. 
This new move by the Govern¬ 
ment, altbou^ not decisive in 
itself, must indicate that the 
Government has received some 
unfavourable reports about the 
supply position within the past few 
days. 

The seriousness of the supply 
position in both Libya and Nigeria, 
wi* further signifleant develop¬ 
ments since the weekend, could un¬ 
doubtedly be the key to the ration¬ 
ing question. Between them, these 
two states produce nearly half of 
the crude oil coming to Britain 
and a complete curtailment of 
these supplies does not now seem 
a complete impossibility. 

Yesterday morning the Libyan 
Government ordered resumption 
of exports to France, Italy, Turkey 
and Greece. Immediately the oil 
workers’ union called a general 
strike in protest, possibly ^ause 
of uncertainly about shipments to 
west Germany. Both west 
Germany and Italy supply oil to 
Britain, mainly through the inde¬ 
pendent outlets. 

The Nigerian situation continues 
to deteriorate. Reliable reports 
suggest that payments have been 
made by the oil companies operat¬ 


ing in Nigeria to the secessionist 
slate of Biafra. There is, however, 
no news of reaction to this move 
from the Federal Government 
which, over the weekend, repeated 
its threat of a total blockade on 
crude shipments 

It is felt within the oil industry 
that if payments to Biafra are con¬ 
firmed, then the most likely step 
by the Federal Government would 
not be Co use force against the 
breakaway state but to stop ships 
leaving the two major ports in 
Biafra-Port Harcourt and Bonny. 

If supplies should be stopp^ 
by the Federal Government, the 
consequences would be grave for 
our supplies. Libya’s embargo on 
oil to Britain coupled with a 
blockade on Nigeria could prove a 
disastrous coincidence. 

However, the fact that the 
Government will now be fully 
prepared for all eventualities 
regarding the crisis means that any 
form of rationing will not be 
introduced for at least six weeks 
or so. 

Industry is confident that it will 
be exempt from any rationing 
system in all but the direst emer¬ 
gency. British Oxygen said that 
if it is rationed, the whole of 
industry will suffer. Deliveries to 
250,000 points are made entirely 
by a fleet of 2,000 road vehicles. 
Harold Beaumont, chairman of 
C.U3. Transport, said that,during 
Suez, his 10,000 vehicles had kept 
up deliveries from stores and 
could do the same again. 

Should rationing appear immin¬ 
ent, the Road Haulage Association 
would approach the Government 
on behalf of its 18.000 members 
and stress the importance of giving 
them adequate fuel. In the early 
stages of Suez they were allocated 
a small basic amount, and it was 
not until customers complained 
vociferously that reasonable 
supplementary allowances were 
granted, enabling the 46,000 
hauliers in the country to take 
goods normally carried by firms’ 
own fleets. 



Mr. F. E. Cleary MBE. F8ICS. FAi reports 

Continued profitable expansion 
and another record year for 


Haslemere Estates 



Net rental revenue 
rose by £90,000 to £535,000 
Trading profits 
increased by £30,000 
to £162,000 
Net profit 
Before tax £352,000 
(€304.000) 


Final dividend 
5 making total of 10% 
against 9% 

Prospects fori967/68 
Net rental revenue should 
rise by £100,000. 

Trading profits could be as 
goodas1966/7. 


counts oil 


costs 


By GEORGE PULAY, 

City Editor 

The additional cost to British 
industry resulting from the 2d a 
gallon oil surcharge will be formid¬ 
able. Few companies will be more 
affected than the big chemical 
companies whose consumption of 
oil both as fuel and raw material 
has been growing apace. 

In the case of imperial Chemical 
Industries the extra cost is esti¬ 
mated at “several million pounds 
a year It would be surprising 
if the figure were less than flOni. 
Nearly 30 per cent of I.C.L’s raw 
material needs are oil-based. 

This is a lower proportion than, 
say, the big German chemical 
companies, where about 60 per cent 
of the raw materials are oil-based. 
It shows that ICI, even after the 
huge build-up on the petrochemi¬ 
cal dde, is still more diversified in 
the traditional chemical products. 

Courtaulds uses large quantities 
of oil. but mostly as feedstock. 
Several of its chemical factories 
are substantial users of fuel oil and. 
like everyone else, transport costs 
are necessarily affected. 

The extent of the chemical 
industry’s dependence on oil can¬ 
not be minimized; wheAer nylon 
or terylene; detergents, lacquers, 
synthetic rubber and nitrogenous 
fertilizers, they are all based on 
petrochemicals. 

Britain's paper makers are also 
being severely hit. The extra cost 
to the industry is put at £1,340.000 
a year. 

All clear for 
U S fuel plan 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Washington. Iui.y 3 

The oil emergency plan drawn 
up by the 21 United States oil 
ccanpanies comprising the Foreign 
Petroleum Supply Committee and 
the Interior Department has been 
fully cleared for action. The 
Office of Emergency Planning 
announced today its consent to 
the scheme- thus completing th* 
round of formal approvals. 

The way is now clear for the ' 
21 companies to sit down to the 
details of the plan, which at 
present is merely a legal frame¬ 
work providing for the pooling of 
oil _ supplies and transportation 
facilities Ihrou^out the world. 
The immediate concern is shipping. 
“There is enough oil capacity in 
the Western Hemisphere to meet 
any shortages in Europe or else¬ 
where’’, Administration officials 
confirmed today. 

Ship insurance to 
Middle East cut 

The War Risks Rating Commit- I 
tee of the Institute of London 
Underwriters has cut Middle East 
rates back to levels ruling before 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

All voyages to Israel direct are 
now 2s. 6d. on £100 value against 
5s. previously. All voyages to or 
from or transhipment Egypt. 
Jordan, and Syria are 2s. 6d. 
against 5s. Exceptionally, any 
voyages via Suez are still rated at 
5s.— Reuter. 
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JORDAN APPEALS FOR 
ARAB REALISM 


Threats against Israel deplored 


From NICHOLAS HERBERT—Amman, July 5 


Mr. Saad Jumaa, the Jordan 
Prime Minister, today called for a 
realistic new Arab attitude to¬ 
wards Israel, but sdd that Jordan 
would sacrifice the last drop of its 
blood to regain the west bank of 
the River Jordan. He emphasized 
the need for an Arab summit to 
confirm the new policy, and re¬ 
jected the notion that the Palestine 
problem could be solved by the 
great powers. 

The Prime Minister criticized 
the Arab commando raids into 
Israel as being ineffective while 
giving the enemy an excuse to 
attack firsL 

He complained that Mr. Ahmed 
Shukairy, the chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, 
had alienated world opinion by 
immoderate threats to kill or deport 
Israel Jews, and he recalled that the 
Soviet Union was among the first to 
recognize the state of Israel. 

Much of this apuears to be Jordan 
reaction to the failure of the United 
Nations General Assembly to reach 
any a^eement, and it sounds very 
similar to _what Jordan was saying 
before King Husain rigned Uie 
defence agreement with Egypt in the 
week before the war. Whether it will 
commend itself any more than it did 
then to the leaders in Cairo or 
Damascus remains to be seen, but 
the reference to Russia’s recognition 
of Israel is certainly unfashionable. 

What Mr. Jumaa seemed to be 
saying was that with the failure of 
the Uni^ Nations to produce an 
answer, it was up to the Arabs to 
unite and tackle the matter them¬ 
selves. 

His recommendations for a new 
policy were, perhaps intentionally, 
less clear, but he was adamant about 
the need to get back the west bank. 
This is hardly surprising, for the eco¬ 
nomic experts here agree- ^at what 
is now left bf Jordan is not a viable 
entity. 

Mr. Jumaa indicated tiiat an Israel 
attempt to set up a separate Pales¬ 
tine Government on the west bank 
had failed because people there re¬ 
tained faith in the unity of bo^ 
banks of the Jordan. 

The enemy was trying to persuade 
property owners in Jerusalem to sell, 
Mr. Jumaa said, but Jordan national¬ 
ists had warned people that if they 
sold the property or land they would 
be assassinated. At one point Mr. 
Jumaa said the Arabs should aban¬ 
don the misleading policy they had 
been following for the past 19 years. 

This combined with his criticism 
of commandos and propagandists, 
could be taken as a suggestion that 
the fait accompli of Israel should be 
recognized. It could equally mean 
much less, but Mr. Jumaa noted toat 
President Johnson and Mr. Kosygin 
had agreed on Israers right to exist¬ 
ence. 

On the other hand, he noted 
approvingly a military su^estion 
that the countries bordering IsraeJ 
must prepare for war with the 
assistance of the oil-owning states 
behind them. But for the lack of 
air cover in last month’s war, he 
said, Jordan troops would have 
reached Tel Aviv. 

If this is hardly encouraging 
language for countries that are being 
asked to resupply the Jordan, armed 
forces, it is perhaps necessary in view 


of the casualty figures revealed by 
Mr. Jumaa today. He said there 
were 6,094 dead or missing, 762 
wounded and 463 captured. Many 
of file prisoners were also wounded, 
he said, and this showed that the 
Army had fought bravely. 

It is understood, however, that 
some 5,500 of those listed as killed 
or missing were in the second cate¬ 
gory, and the number of wounded 
would tend to confirm tWs. 

Such figures do little to restore 
morale in a country already suffer¬ 
ing an agonizing influx of refugees, 
and Mr. Jumaa’s advice to them gave 
cold comfort. He appealed to aU of 
them to return to the west bank even 
if this meant that they suffered under 
Israel domination. Israel could not 
rule areas three times the size of itself 
and would some day have to with¬ 
draw. 

Food shortage 

People have been leaving because 
of Jewish pressure, insults and 
humiliation, but the Prime Minister 
asked them to return home to frus¬ 
trate enemy plans and make the re¬ 
annexation of the west bank to 
Jordan eaaer. 

Today a reduced flow of refugees 
clambered through the wrec^ge of 
the AUenby Bridge to asylum on the 
east bank. Bowed down with bed 
springs, sewing machines and cook¬ 
ing stoves, they scrambled and 
stumbled up the steep river bank. All 
doubted whether any refugee would 
return after July 10, when ^ey are 
to be allowed to do so on certain 
conditions, 

“ I think they would prefer to die 
here instead of going back ”, said one 
English-speaking girl who complained 
that food was short and Israel soldiers 
rude. She quoted some of them as 
saying: “Go to your King and let 
him feed you.” 

She also compirined that in her 
village near Ran^ah the Arabs had 
still not been permitted to bury their 
dead. 


Whitehall hope 
of compromise 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC STAFF 
Reports that the Prime Minister 
advised King Husain when he was 
in London last week to patch up 
his differences with the Israelis in 
direct negotiation caused some 
perturbation in Whitehall yester¬ 
day. It was firmly demed that any 
such advice had been offered, and 
in the Foreign Office’s view at 
least it would have been boffi un¬ 
realistic and unhelpful to do so. 

It would be unrealistic because 
King Husain (like President Nasser 
and the Syrian Government) would 
take the decision to negotiate with 
Israel only if all else failed and for 
much more pressing reasons than a 
word from Downing Street: unhelp¬ 
ful, because if Britain were to offer 
such advice, or be thou^t to be 
offering such advice, our slightly im¬ 
proved relations with the Arabs 
would again reach crisis point If 
King Husain were thou^t to be 
about to come to terms with the 
enemy, he might well lose his throne. 
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Search for 
agreement 
at UN 

From our United Nations 
Correspondent 

New York, July 5 
"Latin American and Scandina¬ 
vian diplomatists were labouring 
today to find some kind of resolu¬ 
tion wiiich might command a two- 
I thirds majority in flie special 
I session of the General Assembly 
t on the Middle East 
[ Some delegates feel that even 
I a general statement deploring war 
and returning specific issues to 
i the Security Coimcil would be 
I better than nothing. Others have 
marginal hopes for a request to the 
I Secretary-General to appoint a 
representative, without prescrib¬ 
ing what he would do. 
j The appoinitmeat of a representa¬ 
tive was one of the points in the non- 
' aligned resolution voted down last 
night, Britain and several other 
countries which voted against the 
resolution favour this particular step.' 
The Arabs are understood to have 
accepted it only as part of the resolu¬ 
tion as a whole, which demanded 
Israd withdrawal of troops without 
an end to the state of belligerency 
they have maintained since 1948, 
Rusaan diplonuicy is apparently at 
a s tan dstill. The special session has 
not been ready to accept any resolu¬ 
tion which implied that Israel alone 
was to blame for the fighting—especi¬ 
ally after the report by U Thant, the 
ScCTetary-^Seneral, that the ^ funda¬ 
ment^ occasion for the fighting was 
Egypt’s closing of the Strait of Tiran 
after ordering out die United Nations 
Emergency Force. 

Tass, the Soviet news agency, said 
that &e non-aligned resolution failed 
because of “ unprecedented pressure 
exerted by the United States on the 
Latin Americans and all other coun¬ 
tries dependent in some way on the 
United States ”, and said that Britain 
had cooperate^ in “cynical and 
varied pressure’’. This echoed ac¬ 
cusations in the Assembly by various 
Arab speakers. 

Hopes not high 

At present, Russia seems, in the 
United Nations at least, diplomatic¬ 
ally unable to vote for anything 
which the Arabs will not accept The 
United States, which opposed the 
Assembly session, has no initiative 
to offer. Even the Americans were 
astoni^^ when the Soviet delega¬ 
tion insisted last night on having a 
vote paragraph by paragraph on their 
origin^ resolution, and mustering 
no more than 45 votes for any of 
them, like a man putting a bruised 
head under a hammer. 

Dr. Pazhwak (Afghanistan), 
president of the Assembly, ^nt 
most of the day in consulta¬ 
tions while vice-presidents took 
the chair. He said last ni^t 
that a meeting called for later today 
would “ finalize ” the emergency ses¬ 
sion with further explanations of 
votes fttom a further dozen countries. 
Only a few optimists hope for any¬ 
thing more. 


Bogota, Colombia.— Strict water 
rationing has been introduced here 
because the local waterworks cannot 
keep up with the demands of 
Bogota’s two million inhabitants. 
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Russians cashing in 
on tanker boom 


While the Russians continue to 
aid Egypt and indirectly hinder the 
reopening of the Suez Canal they 
are cashing in on the present 
tanker boom caused by its closure. 

Reports were circulating in the 
tanker market yesterday of an un¬ 
identified 45,000-ton Russian Flag 
oiler being chartered by Japan 
Lines for five consecutive voyages 
from the Persian Gxilf to Japan. 

For this business, which will 
keep the tanker employed for 
something in the region of seven 
months, the charterers conceded 
Intrascale plus 40 ^r cent (about 
67s. per ton of frei^t, compared 
with around 20s. paid prior to the 
outbreak of the Middle East war). 


Market sources say that tankers 
of other communist block coun¬ 
tries, such as Bulgaria and 
Rumania, have also appeared on 
the market, but have subsequently 
disappeared, presumably fixed 
privately. However, yesterday’s 
booking by Japan Lines was the 
first to be made public. 

The market otherwise was more 
or less featureless. Shell pursued 
their tonnage programme from 
the Persian Gulf, booking seven 
oilers of 150,000 tons for U JC, and 
Continental discharge, and Tokyo 
Tankers arranged for four oilers 
of 305,000 tons to travel from the 
Persian Gulf to Japan. 
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Saudi call to 
resume oil 
supplies 

from NICHOLAS HERBERT 

Amman, July 7 

Saudi Arabia called today for 
an end to the Arab oil boycott on 
Britain and America. Now that it 
was established that there was no 
evidence of British and American 
aircraft helping Israel in last 
month’s war, there was no reason 
to continue the ban on exporting 
oil to the two companies, a 
Government statement said. 

The statement pointed out that the 
Arab world was not the only sconce 
ol oil, and withholding of oil 
would jeopardize the fumre of Arab 
interests. The Soviet Union was 
a^mpting to supply the west with 
oil, although it professed to be the 
friend of the Arabs. 

The Saudi Minister of Oil ha* 
already said that the 24-day stop¬ 
page of exports has cost Saudi 
Arabia film, and that the ban on 
shipments to Britain and the United 
Sutes is costing at least £125,000 a 
day. 

Today’s Saudi statement indicated 
that Riyadh had decided to take liie 
lead in pressing home this view. In 
several oil exporting countries 
unions substantially supported from 
Cairo have been preventing ship¬ 
ment of oil to Britain and the United 
States, althou^ their Governments 
might have wished to resume full 
export. 

King returns 

King Husain arrived bade in Jor¬ 
dan today after his tw'o-week visit 
to the United States and Europe. 
Thousands of chanting Jordanians 
welcomed him in the streets, but 
there was no indication that he had 
received promises of military assis¬ 
tance in London and Washington. 

With much publicized Soviet arms 
supplies being sent to Egypt, the 
pressure is on the King to show that 
his traditional sources are as prodi- 
pl, but the widespread impression 
in the west that he connived in the 
suggestion of Anglo-American sup¬ 
port for Israel has been working 
against him. 
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Russian ships 
at Port Said 
today 

Moscow, July 9.—Ships of a 
Soviet Navy squadron are to arrive 
in Port Said and Alexandria 
tomorrow for a visit by invita¬ 
tion of the Government of the 
United Arab Republic, Tass 
reports .—Age nee France Presse. 

Accusations over 
Sinai flare-up 

FROM MICHAEL WOLFERS 

Tel Aviv, July 9 

Heavy fighting in the Suez Canal 
area this weekend has led to 
a renewed round of accusations 
between Israel and Egypt. Military 
sources here are at pains to indi¬ 
cate that the E^ptians opened fire 
on Israel positions at Ras el Aish, 
east of Suez, to open a battle in 
which Israel had five soldiers 
killed and 31 wounded. They 
claim the destruction of one 
Egyptian MiG 21 aircraft in an 
air combat south of Port Said be¬ 
tween four MiGs and two Israel 
Mirage fighter aircraft. 

The area is marshy and difficult 
to reach from Israel’s main posi¬ 
tions in Sinai. Indications here are 
that Israel has little to gain mili¬ 
tarily from engagements in this 
area and that Egyptian forces are 
battling more for a political impact 
on the Security Council than for 
military gains. 

Cairo, July 9.—Colonel Boume- 
dienne, the Algerian Prime 
Minister, and President Nasser of 
Egypt tonight began talks on the 
Middle East crisis.— Rente-. 

U.N. peace team proposed, and 
picture, page 4. Leading article, 
page 9. 
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Israel soldiers at a captured anti-aircraft gun site beside El Firdan bridge> south of El Qantara, keep 
watch on Egyptian portions on the oppceite side of the Suez Canal. 


Encouraging 

refugees’ 

return 

FROM NICHOLAS HERBERT 

Amman. July 9 

The United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (U.N.R.W.A.), 
wbidi is helping Jordan to deal 
with nearly 200,000 refugees who 
have flooded over from Israel 
since the war, hopes that a quarter 
of them can be persuaded to return 
to the west bank in the month 
beginning tomorrow. 

It has been impossible to make 
any accurate count of those who 
might be ready to go back, 
especially as Israel has given no 
advance indication of detailed 
arrangements for a return. 

Much will depend, for example, 
on whether the refugees feel con¬ 
fident that they will be able to con¬ 
tinue receiving remittances from 
relatives in Arab countries, and 
whether the food situation on the 
west bank shows signs of improving. 
Generally it is expected that the 
wealthier refugees will be more 
tempted to return than the poor, 
but U.N.R.W.A. would partici^rly 
like to make use of the large Aqabat 
Jaber camp at Jericho, where every 
facility is already laid on, while 
some of the 10 new camps on the 
Jordan side of the river offer Spartan 
conditions. 

The Jordan Government i$ particu¬ 
larly hard pressed to administer aid 
for die hu^ number of refugees, 
and serious overcrowding has 
ewurred at the more accessible camp 
sites. The Government has said it 
wants the refugees to go back, and 
ivjthin the limits of humanitv has 
tned not to make life too comfort¬ 
able on this side of the river. It has 
received large quantities of relief- 
goods from abroad, but its biggest 
problem is to organize their distri¬ 
bution. 

Britain’s £850,000 

The British Relief Fund for 
Jordan, under the joint chairman¬ 
ship of Mr. Philip Adams, and the 
Ambassador in Amman, and Mr. 
Basri Alaeddin, Under-S«retary at 
the Jordan Ministry of Social Affairs, 
has set up a committee to ensure 
that the British contributions are well 
spent. Major Derek Cooper, the 
committee’s liaison and coordina¬ 
tion officer, who has had experience 
of relief work in several countries 
since the Hungarian uprising of 1956. 
said today he aimed at avoiding the 
wastage of money which had 
occurred in the past. 

It is estimated that the British 
Government and peoi^e have so far 
contributed more than £850.000 for 
relirf work in the area. Virtually all 
of it has been earmarked for inten¬ 
sive development schemes in 
Amman, Aqaba, and elsewhere. In 
view of the large amount of assist¬ 
ance in kind which is now coming 
in, the British fund may decide to 
hold back some of the money until 
worth while long-term schemes can 
be worked out. 

A oonsigninent from Britain of 
1,000 stoves, 1,000 sets of cutlery, 
and a large number of tents is ex¬ 
pected soon. 


SUEZ OBSERVERS 
PROPOSED 
Russia’s sanctions call 

From INNIS MACBEATH—New York, July 9 


The Security Council resumed 
its emergency session on the Suez 
breaches of the cease-fire in the 
Middle East tonight with guarded 
optimism in the lobbies. Scandi¬ 
navian and other delegates who 
had been coaxing things in favour 
of U Thant’s request for United 
Nations observers on the cease¬ 
fire line between Israel and Egypt 
said that there would be a con¬ 
sensus, if not an actual resolution, 
in favour of it 

They maintained their predic¬ 
tion after Dr. Fedorenko (Soviet 
Union) had led off the session with 
another attack on Israel. He 
accused Israel of “ crude and pre¬ 
meditated ” breach of lihe cease¬ 
fire. 

Tel Aviv enjoyed the support 
of Washington, London, Bonn 
and others, he went on, and after 
r^erring to the Dominican Re¬ 
public, Vietnam, the Congo and 
Cyprus, he said that if Israel did 
not withdraw from Arab terri¬ 
tories the council should order 
sanctions, which the Soviet Union 
would take part in implementing. 

It was not clear whether this was 
a preface, as strong speeches some¬ 
times have been, to abstention when 
it came to the matter at issue. 

Immediate task 

Lord Caradon, the British dele¬ 
gate, said that the public speeches 
might have led them to despair but 
“ we are not atway^ judged by our 
public speeches and 1 hope this may 
be some comfort to the distingui^ed 
representative of the Soviet Union 
The General Assembly had laid a 
groundwork on which the Scanty 
Council could build. The council must 
move to the firmer ground of making 
the cease-fire effective and restoring 
a United Nations presence. "When¬ 
ever the United Nations has been 
given half a chance it h^ served us 
all very well.” 

Mr. Goldberg, the United States 
delegate, said that when Dr. 
Federenko spoke of aggression, 
brutality and cynicism he seemed to 
be on familiar ground. The Unit^ 
States believed that an overal] solu¬ 
tion for the problems of the area was 
essential, but the immediate task was 
to deal with the individual question 
of last week’s fighting. The council 
must call for a scrupulous honouring 
of the cease-fire and endorse the 
Secretary-General’s wise request for 
observers. 

U Thant intervened to say tiiat he 
had heard from his Chief of Staff. 
General Odd Bull, that to meet re¬ 
quirements at Suez he would need 
an additional 25 observers as soon 
as possible, but until they arrived he 
could send in some of bis present 
staff at once. 

Israel is reported to be more in 
favour of the proposal than the 
United Arab Republic. The Egyptian 
Government is apparently rductant 


to permit a United Nations presence 
because it was the Egyptians who 
demanded the withdrawal of the last 
one, leacting to the disastrous cam¬ 
paign whidi pushed their forces Wck 
out of Sinai. 

Mr. El Kony, the Egyptian dele¬ 
gate, said the fitting yesterday began 
when Israel forces launched an 
attack on UA.R. troops stationed 
south of Port Fuad on the eastern 
bank of the Suez Canal—;a surviving 
Egyptian garrison in territory mostly 
held by the Israelis—and indiscrimi¬ 
nately sheUed heavily populated 
areas of Port Said. Egyptian 
batteries, he said, returned the fire 

Mr. Rafael, of Israel, said that 
Egyptian batteries had fired at Israel 
forces stationed at Ras el Alsh, nine 
miles south of Port Said, and then 
at others in El Qantara. An Egyptian 
armoured column then began moving 
south along the west bank of the 
Canal, firing at Israel troops on the 
east bank. 

Outside the United Nations the 
status of Jerusalem is causing a 
growing difference of opinion jn the 
Unit^ States which, until the appa¬ 
rent intention of Israel to ignore the 
Assembly resolution of last Tues¬ 
day, had been overwhelmin^y pro- 
Israel. 

Cardinal Cushing, the Archbishop 
of Boston and best-known of the 
Irish-American Roman Catholic 
leaders, writes in The Pilot that 
nothing less than a truly interna¬ 
tional enclave can satisfy the con- 
scienw of the world in regard to the 
Holy Races. “There should be no 
place here”, he says, "for either 
politics or power, for violence or for 
strife, for destruction or for death. 
It should be a place of peace.” 

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum, direc- 
tor of inter-reli^ous affairs of the 
American Jewish Committee said at 
a meeting in New York that Chris¬ 
tians must face “ the profound his¬ 
torical, religious, cultural and litur¬ 
gical meaning of the land of Israel 
and of Jerusalem to the Jewish 
people 

Mixing freely 

The Jewish view was sharply ex¬ 
pressed by Dr. William Rosenblum 
m a sermon in New York yesterday, 
when he called the Assembly reso- 
limon a face-saving manoeuvre to 
offset the failure or the Soviet and 
Arab blocks to label Israel an 
aggressor. He said there was no 
reason, politically or spiritually, why 
Israel should not have control of all 
Jerusalem and thus prevent the Old 
Ci^ from becoming a base from 
which the Jordanians would attempt 
to destroy their neighbours. 

Under Israel administration the 
city might become a centre for the 
world’s three great religions which 
worshipped one God and had their 
basis in Judaism, he said. Arabs and 
Jews today were mixing freely in 
both the old and new sectors of 
Jerusalem. Israel could te trusted 
not only to safeguard the shrines of 
all religions but to make pil^mages 
easy for all who desired to make 
them in dignity and peace. 
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OBSERVERS ARE NEEDED 


There is little point in attempting to 
pass judgment on the origins of any 
breakdown in the Arab-Israel cease-fire 
until that cease-fire is properly policed. 
A cease-fire agreement between two 
contestants has nothing sacrosanct 
about it. It implies a readiness to take 
their dispute temporarily out of the mili¬ 
tary arena, but without adequate super¬ 
vision it is likely to collapse if either 
side considers a breakdown would be 
to its advantage. 

The outbreak of fighting along the 
Suez Canal at the weekend can be 
attributed to diametrically opposite 
causes, depending on whether one 
accepts Israel or Egyptian interpreta¬ 
tions. The Egyptians claim that they 
inspect Israel of surreptitious attempts 
to gain control of both ends of the 
canal, and possibly both sides of its 
northern end. Israel would presumably 
achieve this by first stimulating some 
fighting in the area, and then using that 
fighting as legitimate provocation for a 
more conclusive operation. Israel, on 
the other hand, insists that Egypt 
initiated the fighting to maintain pressure 
on the Arab world to keep up the struggle 
against Israel, and to keep the issue on 
the agenda at the United Nations. The 
only real lesson to be leamt from the 
incident is that there are likely to be 
many more outbreaks, probably of 


greater severity, unless more adequate 
supervision of the cease-fire is arranged. 

Some international supervision of the 
cease-fire now seems slightly more 
likely than it was last week. Then U 
Thant said that he had proposed United 
Nations supervision in the canal zone 
last Tuesday, but had received no reply 
from Israel or Egypt. Yesterday in Tel 
Aviv, however, officials said that Israel 
had agreed to the stationing of 
observers along the Israel-Syria cease¬ 
fire line, and that Israel might have no 
objection were the Security Council to 
decide that a similar deployment of 
United Nations men would serve a 
useful purpose in the canal zone. 

Israel might still, under provocation, 
take further military steps to gain com¬ 
plete control of the Suez Canal. Egypt 
would then lose one of President 
Nasser's strongest bargaining counters 
in the present situation. The closure of 
the canal does not affect Israel, but the 
economic consequences of Egypt’s 
refusal to reopen it while Israel troops 
remain on the eastern bank will be felt 
by the West, and could lead to the West 
leaning more and more heavily on 
Israel in any subsequent negotiations 
over a settlement The situation clearly 
suggests that international observers 
should be sent to Suez as a matter of 
urgency. 
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Letters to the Editor 


BRITISH FROM 
THE MIDDLE 
EAST 

: From Mr. Philip Goodhart, Cons^taive 
I MF. for Beckenham 
\ Sir,—Is tb« discussion about the needs 

i of refugees in the Middle East very little 
I has been said about the pUgbt of the 
I British citizens who have left ^ypt, 
I Syria and Jordan on the advice of the 
I British CovemmenL Over 1,000 British 
I atizens were evacuated from Egypt 

Most of these British rehigees have found 
shelter with friends or relatives, but a num¬ 
ber have bad to be accommodated at SL 
Anne's, an adequate but somewhat depres¬ 
sing Old People’s Home outside RedhilL 
The staff of St, A'lioc’s have worked hard 
to make the British refugees comfortable, 
but more assistance is needed for them and 
for many of the refugees who have been 
able to find their own accommodation. 

These British subjects were allowed to 
take £4 in currency and 20 kg of cJoihing. 
On arrival in this country they received £3 
in cash and some warm clothing from the 
Red Cross, In addition to board and lodg¬ 
ing, most of those at Redhiil receive 27s. 
a week pocket money, and are given small 
sums to help them loot for employment 
and accommodaticu. 

These Bridsh re^gees need particular 
asristance in three ways. 

Firstly, pocket money payments of 27s. a 
week are not adequate if one has to find 
one's feet in a new country. Surely as a 
country we could afford loans or grants 
of at least £100 to £200 per person to help 
the refugees meet the many expenses which 
this sudden uprooting has involved. 

Secondly, some special help seems to be 
needed in finding jobs and accommodation, 
and thirdly, the Government must make 
plain that it accepts responsibility for the 
property of the refugees in the Middle East. 

It seems this time that the Egyptian 
CovOTment has not officially seized the 
property of the British citizens who have 
le£l, and so there may be problems in prov¬ 
ing that they are responsible for it. On 
the other hand it is certain that much of 
the property that the British citizens have 
left behind has by nov/ disappear^ for 
good. So far the Government has remained 
notably silent about any long-term plans to 
help these British refugees. 

They deserve a better deal. 

Yours faithfully, 

PHILIP GOODHART. 

House of Commons, July 7. 


Jordan’s policy 


From the Jordanian Ambassador 

Sir,—On July 6 you interpreted certain 
parts of the statement made in Parliament 
by the Prime Minister of Jordan on July 5 
as “ a suggestion that the fait accompli of 
Israel should be recognized ” although you 
added that it could mean much less. 

In this respect, I would like to clarify my 
Government’s policy by the following rele¬ 
vant excerpts from the Prime Minister’s 
statement: 

11) “The Palestine problem is the problem 
of all the Arab States, and no one Arab 
country can unilaterally reach a solution to 
this problem. 


(2) The Palestine problem is our problem 
and not Russia’s. America’s or Britain’s. If 
we leave our problem a bargaining commo¬ 
dity in interoational circles, we would never 
be able to serve our cause constructively. 

(31 The Jordanian entity is one indivisible 
unit, and the Western Bank is a sister iwin 
of the Eastern Sank. We would never give 
up the holy unity that binds the two 
Banks.” 

It goes without saying that Jordan views 
itself as an integral part of the Arab World 
which would never recognize the "fail 
accompli of Israel ”. 

Yours faithfully. 


Jewish victims of war I 

From Eva, Lady Reading 

Sir,—Natural compassion for the pli^t 
of Arab refugees in the Middle East should 
not blind us to the fact that lens of thou¬ 
sands of Jewish men. women, and chfidren 
in the Arab lands are also innocent victims 
of war. 

On the outbreak of hostilities on June 5 
the Egyptian police carried out mass arrests 
of adult male Jews in Cairo and Alexandria. 
Jewish refugees, who have arrived in Iialy, 
report many cases of mistreatment of 
prisoners, detained in gaols and camps. So 
far representatives of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, which 
responded to an appeal by the World 
Jewish Congress, have been unable to 
investigate conditions in Ejotpiian prisons 
and detention camps. 

In Libya, widespread mob violence, re¬ 
sulting in loss of life and destruedon of 
homes, compelled the Jewish population of 
some 6,000 to remain indoors for iheir own 
oroiection. A mass exodus has begun and 
IS likely to continue until the last remnant 
of this ancient community has departed 
from Libya. 

In Tunisia, the mob set fire to tbe prin- 
: cipal synagogue in Tunis and sacked and 
I looted Jewish shops, caWs. and other busi- 
I ness premises. President Bourgi^ has 
I expressed his regrets to the Jewish com¬ 
munity and energetic measures have been 
taken to restore order, but more than 1,500 
Jews have left Tunisia in the past W 
weeks. Hundreds of Jews have also left 
Morocco after outbreaks of violence in 
Meknes. 

In all, there are about IQO.OOO Jews still 
resident in Arab lands, all that are 1^ 
of flourishing communities, numbering 
750,000 souls, which had liv^ peacefully 
in once tolerant Moslem countries from 
time immemorial. Some 500,000 have 
found new homes and made new fives in 
Israel which gladly received them as it baa 
all Jewish refugees from terror. 

Yours faithfully, 

EVA READING. 

; Flat 8, 30 Cadogan Place. S,W.I, July 7. 


[ tinguidied eomspondents. tbet the Board of 
' Trade wifi succeed in prohibiting the export 
of valuable historical material of any date 
before co^es are first deposited in a Britirii 
Library, and 1 hope this can be done before 
my father's papers are allowed to leave the 
country. 

Yours, Ac.. 

KATHARINE GARVIN. 

69 King Street, Cambridge, July 5. 


SUPERSONIC BANGS 

From Sir Alee Guinness 
Sir.—Before we guinea-pigs have been 
experimented on and cowed % supersonic 
bangs, our windows possibly smashed, our 
home cracked and our anim^ put to 
Sight, may we be told to whom we thould 
comjdain if fiiese things happen and from 
whom w« can claim damages 7 
An aitciaft flying at great height and 
tremendous speed is unlikely to be identi¬ 
fied 1^ tbe layman, even if spotted. Past 
Experience leads me to believe that neither 
the R.A.F. nor the civU aviation authori¬ 
ties are aware of svhat aircraft are in the 
air at what time or place when there is a 
question of damage. 

The only satisfaction a neighbour of 
mine received, when a wall collapsed after 
a supersonic bang, a few years ago. was 
the admonition, " You should be proud of 
what out boys are doing up there”—a 

E iece of patrwtism which failed to stir the 
cart of the insurance company. 

I am, Sir, youis, &e.. 

ALEC GUINNESS. 
KelUebrook Meadows, Steep Marsh, 
! near PetersSeld, Hampshire, July 7. 


UNIVERSniES AND 
SCHOOLS 


Sir,—The letter from a number of Vice- 
Oancellors and Principals (June 3). empha¬ 
sizing the dangers to academic standards 
of secondary school reorganization, might 
be thought to reflect the view of univer¬ 
sity teachers in general. May we, there¬ 
fore, who also have experience of univer¬ 
sity ^^ching and administration, record 

Far from watching the process of secon¬ 
dary school reor^nization wiih alarm, we 
welcome the active steps local authorities 
and the government are taking to bring 
secondary school organization into line with 
the needs of children as individuals and 
of society as a whole: indeed in our view 
these steps arc overdue. 

In the last 10 years many official reports, 
in particular the Crowther and Robbins 
reports, have underlined the tragic wastage 
of human ability caused, in part, by the 
over-rigid structure of our school system. 
Comprehensive reorganization is Ihe 
crucial step needed to open up cducarionat 
opportunities, particularly to working-class 
children of ability, as experience has already 
shown. Local authorities, in opting for 
one or other of the four main types of 
fully compriffiensivc systems set out in 
Circular 10/65, are carrying out plans 
which are in the inlerests of all our child¬ 
ren. Similar developments are now taking 
place in many other parts of Europe. 

As an increasing proportion of each age 
poup stays on at s^ool to 16. 17 aad 18, 
in consequence not only of economic and 
social trends but of comprehensive re¬ 
organization itself, the nature of the sixth 
form will change. There is, in any case, 
a strongly voiced demand from the univer¬ 
sities, strangely ignored in die ViceChan" 
cellors’ letter, for a wide ran^ng educa¬ 
tion in the sixth form, and a reduction in 
the extreme forms of specialization unique 
to this country. In a country characterized 
by rapd change tbe main task of the 
schools is to promote flexibility and a 
readiness to go on learning. 

While the country U engaged in a radical 
expansion and adaptation of its education 
system as a whole—and for good reasons— 
neither universities nor schools can expect 
to coniinue unchanged. The net result of 
opening up the system in Ihe way now 
being planned will not, in our view, be a 
decline in academic standards: ratiter the 
discovery of new sources of talent among 
the young. The future success of the 
universities in part depends upon their 
capacity to encourage the expansion of 
opportunities in secondary education, 
opportunities from which they have every¬ 
thing to gain. 

Yours faithfully, 

E. O. EDWARDS, Vice-Chancellor and 
Principal, University of Bradford. 

1. ALiANSON. Professor of Electronic 
and Electrical Engineering, University of 
Birmingham. 

D. V. DONNISON, Professor of Social 
Administration, London School of 
Economics. 

R. T. FLETCHER. Professor of Soci¬ 
ology, University of York. 

BARBARA HARDY, Professor of 
English. Royal Holloway College, London. 

CHRISTOPHER HILL Master of Balliol 
College. Oxford. 

RICHARD HOGGART, Professor of 
English, University of Birmingham. 

G. K. HUNTER, Professor of EngUsh, 
University of Warwick. 

TOM KAISER. Professor of Physics, 
University of Sheffield. 

EDMUND R. LEACH, Provost of 
King’s College, Cambridge. 

JOHN MAYNARD SMITH, Professor 
and Dean of The School of Biological 
Sciences. University of Sussex. 

ROBIN PEDLEY, Director of the Insti¬ 
tute of Education, University of Exeier. 

JOHN REX. Profe.ssor of Sodal Science, 
University of Durham. 

BRIAN SIMON. Professor of Education. 
University of Leicester. 

WILUAM TAYLOR. Professor of 
Education, University of Bristol. 

PETER TOWNSEND. Professor of 
Sociology, Univeisity of Essex. 

PETER WORSLEY, Professor of 
Sociology. University of Manchester. 

WYNNE-JONES. Professor of Chemistry 
and Pro Vice-Chancellor, University of 
Newcastle-upoD-Tyne. 

July 7. 


TENDING THE COUNTRY 






British From The Middle East. 

PHILIP GOODHART. House of Commons, July 7, MIDHET JUMA, Ambassador. Embassy of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan, 6 Upper Phillimore Gardens, W.8. July 7 and EVA READING. Elat 8, 30 Cadogan Place, 
S.W.l, July7. 

The Times (Eondon, England),Monday, Jul 10, 1967; pg. 9; Issue 56989. 

Category: Eetters to the Editor 


Gale Document Numher:CS151612650 


2 




President Nasser embracing King Husain at Cairo airport yesterday when the King arrived for talks 

on Arab problems. 


‘Boom’over BRITON BEATEN 

city shakes HONGKONG 

hospital 

From DAVID BONA VIA—Hongkong, July 10 


city shakes 
hospital 

BY A STAFF REPORTER 

Delicate surgical instruments 
were put out of alignment at a 
leading brain surgery centre in the 
West Country yesterday after a 
heavy explosion, thought by many 
to be a sonic boom, over Bristol. 

It rattled windows in the city 
and the police were flooded by 
complaints. 

The hospital, Frcnchay Hos¬ 
pital, Bristol; is to protest to the'" 
Ministry of Technology which has 
authorized tests with 1,000 m.p.h. 
Lightning fighters to check on 
public reaction to booms before 
the supersonic Concord is intro¬ 
duced. 

But last night the Ministry was 
not saying if such a flight had, in 
fact, taken place over Bristol. 

“ If we were to confirm that a 
test had taken place then the 
object of the experiment would be 
destroyed. We want the com¬ 
plaints to be objective ”, a Ministry 
otficial said. 

Send complaints 

Dozers of people also com¬ 
plained to the Briti^ Aircraft Cor¬ 
poration at Filton and to Bristol 


A uniformed British soldier was 
thrown to the ground and kicked 
unconscious by a Chinese mob in 
Kowloon today. A Chinese bus 
driver was injured in the same inci¬ 
dent when the mob attacked his 
vebicle. 

The attacks took place in one of 
the busiest areas of Kowloon near 
the Star Ferry concourse. The mob 
later, d.ispcised after sticking up 
communist posters and marching 
into Central Kowloon. 

A smaller mob besieged the 
headquarters of the Medical and 
Health Department. They de¬ 
manded that the Government pub¬ 
lish the cause of death of seven 
men killed during the recent distur¬ 
bances (relatives have so far failed 
to claim the bodies). 

Mass funeral 

It appears that the communists 
are still trying to organize a mass 
funeral for the men who have been 
proclaimed martyrs. 

The distui bances in Hongkong 
are rapidly becoming a face to 
face confrontation between hard 
core communist agitators and the 


since the death of five policemen 
at the Chinese border last week¬ 
end. Today, the border situation 
was quiet, with Gurkhas still 
occupying fortified positions at die 
village of Shataukok. 

Hongkong. July 10.—Hundreds 
of pro-Peking Chinese attacked 
British and American sailors as 
they left waterfront bars early 
today. British and United Slates 
shore patrols rounded up the 
sailors and told them to return to 
their ships. 

A tram driver stabbed to death 
during the night and a man aged 
23 who died after being struck by 
a group of young men in Kowloon 
today brought the death toll in 
three days of clashes to U.— 
Reuter and Asence France Presse. 

Militia supported 
demonstrators 

Mr. Bowden, the Common¬ 
wealth Secretary, said in the House 
of Commons yesterday that for the 


Russians ‘ready to 
repel aggression ’ 

Warships arrive in Egypt 

From STEWART HARRIS. Cairo, July 10 

A force of Soviet warships, including two guided missile carriers 
two submarines, a destroyer, a cruiser, and landing craft, arrived 
at Ae Egyptian ports of Alexandria and Port Said todav. 

Rear-Admiral Igor Nikolayevitch Moloshov. the fleet com¬ 
mander, said on arrival; “ We are ready to cooperate with your 
armed forces to repel any aggresrion.” 

The admiral, speaking in the ----- 


governor of Alexandria’s office, 
said that his force would be stay- 1^Q\r 
ing for a week on a friendly visit. UloJJ’Ul.C 

While crossing the Mediterranean 

it had been shadowed by the QIY 

United States Sixth Fleet until it MA 

was announced that it was visiting 

the United Arab Republic. T15ITIP1*iC 

King Husain of Jordan arrived J^<l.J|Jd. 

in Cairo by air from Amman to- 
day begin ,ato witt Colonel 
Doumedienne. the Algerian Prime t 

Minister, who arrived yesterday, . Gusoow, July 11 

and President Nasser, who gave pnlrsTn'J pn& 
turn a warm welcome at the air- vented the publication of six daily 
port. King Husain was last here newspapers in Scotland today, 
on May 30 to sign a joint defence They arc the Scottish Daih 
pact with the United Arab Re- ^^P^ess.Xhe Daily Recordzn^The 
public. Now he comes as an allv *n Glasgow; the 

anxious to promote a summit con- “a 

f.»r»aneva .,11 A 1 . . • JbdinbUTgh and the Press 

ference of all Arab countries. ond Journal m xk. 


Scottish Daily Mail and The Scots¬ 
man in Edinburgh and the Press 
ond Journal in Aberdeen. The 
Joint etratpwu combined circulation of the six is 

Jomi sirategy normally just over 1 , 500,000 a day. 

Cairo, July 10.—President Nas- nc'«paper not 

scr. King Husain and Colonel Bon- “““’ted by the dispute is Dundee's 
medienne met here tonight to map loncter and Advertiier. whose 
out a joint strategy aimed at dis- generally non-union, 

lodging Israel from Arab territory . "The properties have referred 
seized in last month’s six-day war. dispute to the Ministry of 


aciicu lu last monin s six-oay war. lu me mmisiry or 

The first round of the Arab Labour, 
leaders’ meeting took place at the Journalists on one newspaper 


Kubbeh republican palace. 

Colonel Boumedienne earlier 
conferred with the Syrian and Iraq 
Ambassadors in Cairo. It was 
later reported that he will fly to 
Damascus today for talks with 
Syrian officials.—Rf’w/er. 

King Husain in Cairo, page 4. 

Cairo to accept 
observers 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS 
CORRESPONDENT 
New York, July !0 
The United Arab Republic told 
U Thant, the Secretary-General, 
today that it would accept the 
stationing of United Nations 
observers on the west bank of the 
Suez Canal. Israel has not yet 
said whether it would accept 
observers on the east bank. 

Both delegations yesterday 
signified their readiness to comply, 
but reports reaching here sug¬ 
gested that Israel was awaiting the 
outcome of a Cabinet meeting. 

The Security Council today 
authorized U Thant to deploy 
observers on each side of the Suez 
Canal to oversee the cease-fire be¬ 
tween Israel and the United Arab 
Republic. 

It took nearly eight hours, in¬ 
cluding two long recesses and a 
delay of 90 minutes, before the 
council met, to reach agreement. 

Leading article, page 9. 


were told by their editor that 
, pickets W'ould probably be outside 
the premises later today. They 
should come into work as usual, 
however, as they were not 
involved. 

Financial Times 
up to 8d 

The Financial Times is to in¬ 
crease its price by 2d. to 8d. from 
Monday, July 17, the newspaper 
announces today. 
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Printing House Square, London, E.C.4. Telephone: 01-236 2000 


TOO MANY WARS 


A faint ray of light appears between 
Israel and Egypt. The Security Council 
has agreed—largely because it pru¬ 
dently avoided taking a vote on the 
matter—to place United Nations mili¬ 
tary observer on both sides of the 
cease-lire line near the Suez Canal. 
Nothing is certain yet. But even a slight 
hope in one area is to be welcomed when 
troops are moving and shots are being 
tired in so many parts of the world. 

The news each day carries reports 
from seven active storm-centres. From 
Vietnam, still the biggest and most dan¬ 
gerous area of fighting, the list swings 
up to Hongkong; across to Aden and to 
Yemen; to Israel and her Arab enemies; 
and down to the two African countries, 
Nigeria and Congo, where it is hard at 
present to make anything out of the con¬ 
fusion. Seven areas of fighting are a lot 
for the world to support. True, only two 
of them, Vietnam and the Israel-Arab 
contest—or three, counting Yemen— 
can properly be called wars. All of 
them, however, need watching for their 
potential dangers; and the first thing to 
do is to establish whether they have 
anything like a common cause. 

What is remarkable is that they almost 
all are concerned with the new countries 
and almost all are inspired by national¬ 
ism. Many Americans, it is true, are 
still convinced that Vietnam is an ideo¬ 
logical crusade, but the Vietcong appeal 
is largely to straightforward patriotism. 
The Yemen fighting, being republican 
V. monarchist, has ideological overtones, 
but much of it is plain resistance to 
President Nasser's ambitions. Nigeria 
and Congo are only two of the African 
Slates that have had upheavals and 
Secessions, many of them arising from 
tribal clashes, in the past dozen years. 

So far as any generalization can be 
tnade, it is that the nation-states of the 
Southern half of the world—across Asia 
and Africa—are still painfully working 
out their shape and their identity after 
the collapse or withdrawal of the old 
imperial rule. The half-vacuum had to 
be filled loo quickly. There are bound 
to be many more storms, clashes, and 
failures before most of the people can 
work their way through to some 
stability. In the process they will damage 
themselves and others, just as the English 
did in Plantagenet and Tudor limes. 
There is the more reason for the 
western powers to have a common look 
at the problem so far as possible. In 


some areas, after the first wild anti¬ 
colonial fervour has subsided, they may 
even seek a common approach with 
Russia. 

In some areas, such as Aden, Britain 
still has commitments which it must 
honour until the moment of indepen¬ 
dence at least. In Vietnam the Americans 
have pledged themselves, perhaps far 
too confidently, to bring about some 
stability before pulling their troops 
back. But elsewhere talking can begin 
earlier, and it is not too soon for the 
western powers and Russia to see 
whether they cannot agree to cut down 
arms deliveries to the Middle East and 
other areas. Russia has just seen her 
costly deliveries to the Arabs go up in 
smoke. If she resumes supplies on the 
former scale, the old competition will 
begin again, to nobody’s profit. At the 
same time the western powers might 
took again at the proposal, which used 
to be a favourite of the Russians, for 
banning war propaganda. Such a ban 
could have curbed President Nasser's 
excesses which did so much to provoke 
TsraeL 

On the whole, it seems, the western 
powers and Russia are gradually learn¬ 
ing that it is not in their interest to 
intervene directly in much of the 
fighting in the world. If so. they are 
only re-learning an old lesson that was 
best expressed in Castlereaqh’s mag¬ 
nificent State Paper of 1820. It con¬ 
cerned the limitations of power and of 
Slate policy in a period of unrest and 
upheaval. Should the big states inter¬ 
vene ? CastleR£,\gh recognized the 
social and political dangers facing 
them, but said that “ the notion of 
revising, limiting, or regulating the 
course of such experiments, either by 
Foreign Council or by Foreign Force, 
would be as dangerous to avow, as it 
would be impossible to execute 

In modern terms, the powers have to 
look to their own safety, but be ready 
to tolerate some disorders in areas of less 
than vital concern, and above all abstain 
from stoking up the fires. By fits and 
starts, usually in moments of crisis, 
Russia and the United States seem to be 
asking whether the other would abide 
by such a self-denying ordinance. The 
many little wars, with all their risks of 
widening t.nd involving others, show 
how necessary it is to nourish these 
small beginnings. 
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Iraq leader 
flies into 
Cairo 

From SrewART Harris 
Cairo. July 11 

King Husain of Jordan and 
Colonel Boumfedienne, the 
Algerian Prime Minister, left here 
today, the King for Amman and 
the colonel for Damascus. 

They left silently, apart from 
friendly exchanges at the airport 
with President Nasser, who has 
been keeping his own counsel in 
public. 

Talks went on earlier today after 
a long meeting last ni^t and dinnei 
at President Nasser’s home. So ends 
one Arab summit and quite a big one 
in terms of quality. 

As for the summit of all the Arab 
leaders, it seems no nearer toni^t, 
and may be getting a litfle out of 
range. But those countries which 
really count appear to be as firm as 
ever. 

Yesterday^ for example. Colonel 
Tahar Zbin, the Algerian Army 
Chief of Staff, visited Algerian and 
Egyptian troops in the front lines. 
Another visitor today was Mr. Jacob 
Malik. Soviet Depuw Foreign Min¬ 
ister, who was here last month with 
President Podgomy. 

Soon after King Husain and Col¬ 
onel Boumdienne left, PresideiU 
Arif of Iraq flew in, to be greeted 
by President Nasser. 


Israel rejection of 
UN resolution 

from our united nations 

CORRESPONDENT 

New York, July 11 

Israel has refused to accept the 
terms of the United Nations resolu¬ 
tion. on Jerusalem, In a letter to U 
Thant, the Secretary-General, Dr. 
Abba Eban. the Foreign Minister, 
says that the term “annexation" 
used by the supporters of the 
General Assembly resolution last 
Tuesday is out of place. 

“The measures adopted relate to 
the in^ration of Jerusalem in ths 
administrative and municipal 
spheres he writes, " and furnish a 
legal basis for the protection of the 
holy places in Jerusalem." 

Dr. Eban recalls that Jordan had 
consistently refused any special 
arrangements for the holy places and 
bad used the Old City to launch an 
armed attack. 

Since June 7, he says, the entire 
city has experienced peace and unity. 

The Secretariat today announced 
Aal Israel had accepted the station¬ 
ing of United Nations observers on 
the Suez Canal cease-fire Une- 


Egyptian aircraft 
shot down 

FROM MICHAEL WOLFERS 

An Egyptian aircraft was shot 
down today by Israel anti-aircraft 
guns about seven miles east of El 
Qantara, near the Suez Canal, Israel 
Army sources said. 

The Russian-nude aircraft was one 
of two said to have crossed into 
Sinai and flown over Israel Array 
positions there. A military spokes¬ 
man emphasized that the {uiot was 
not seen to escape from the aircraft 
which fell into a marshy area. 

This follows Egyptian accounts 
after an earlier incident when Egypt 
claimed that the pilot escaped by 
parachute from an aircraft said to 
have been destroyed by Israel fire. 


U S concern over 
Soviet arms 

W-ASHiNGTON. July 11.—The 
United States Government today 
expressed concern over Soviet 
shipments of aircraft and other 
arms to E^t and other Middle 
East countries. The State Depart¬ 
ment made a new call for Soviet 
cooperation in limiting military 
shipments to the Middle East and 
avoiding a new anm race ^ere. 
— Reuter. 
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Small Egyptian tanker, MAGD, 1,000 tons, 
partially blocks cahal at southern 
[entrance. Easily removable. 



New York sets out 
to rival Hollywood 


New York, July 11 

Signor Michelangelo Antonioni 
spent an afternoon watching part 
of Mr. Andy Warhol’s new enter¬ 
prise in film, enigmatically titled 
and said that he had 
DO plans to make a film about 
America. 

“It is too difficult, too com¬ 
plex he said. “ But I may use 
some part of this country as a 
locale. It will probably not be 
New York. New York is too ver¬ 
tical. The screen is horizontal, 
and one would have to chop off 
all those beautiful buildings ”. 

Mr. Warhol’s experiment may 
not have been too difficult, but it 
was certainly odd. The title came 
from the four-star ratings which 
the New York Daily News gives 
to films. 

The method is superimposition. 
vjth three projectors focused on the 
screen depicting simultaneously, for 
jxample, a fat face munching, a 
jariy. and a couple making love. The 
iound track is embellished with 
dectronic grunts and squawks. 

Medium and message 

As Mr. Marshal! McLuhan, ex- 
>ounder of the creed that the medium 
s the message, is taking up a univer- 
iity post in New York next year, 
•he city can fairly claim to be with 
it—and Mr. Warhol’s film, which 
•uns altogether to 25 hours, no 
ioubt in some ways does represent 
he experience of the “ plugged in “ 
generation with so much to hear and 
to little relief from the gabble to 
hink it over. 

The Lindsay administration, 
vhich is trying to set up New York 
is a rival to Hollywood in the film 
yorld, may perhaps console itself 
:or Signor Antonioni’s judgment in 
he reflection that the wildest Cali- 
lornia ventures eventually seek the 
jnprimatur of Manhattan. The 



Signor Antonioni. 


Centre Theatre Group in Los 
Angeles, now presenting a play 
uses theatre-in-the*round. film clips 
about Frederick the Great which 
and slides to juxtapose the assumed 
components of his complicated 
character and fasten on it the blame 
for a century of war, is automatically 
sounding New York for its next 
production when the run doses on 
August 6. 

To the old guard, these experi¬ 
ments in the arts are so much in¬ 
genious rubbish. Yet a weekend 
in the life of New York some¬ 
times makes one wonder how, if a 
youngster's bearings are not clearly 
set for him by the way he has been 
trained—most of them are, more or 
less, even here—he can possibly ex¬ 
pect to make sense of things for 
himself. 

An appeal court ruled last week 
that tenants protesting against rent 
increases must be debarred from 
hanging sheets out of the windows 
because they did not rent the outside 
of the building and were in fact tres¬ 
passing. A group of 50'demonslra- 
tors waited outside the home of the 


president of Columbia University in 
a “ mourn-in ” for the buildings 
killed by Columbia’s development 
plan. 

A few blocks away in Harlem, Mr, 
Lindwy, the mayor, on a ” quiet little 
walking tour”, was preceded by a 
wedge of policemen forcing their way 
ihrou^ a group of several hundred 
shouting for jobs. Mr. Lindsay smiled 
and waved, and had no comment 
afterwards. Mr. Jesse Gray, a rent 
strike leader, said at a press confer¬ 
ence that although he did not speak 
to Mr. Lindsay, he now put him on 
notice to find 1.000 jobs by Monday. 

Eastern Airlines announced that 
because its girls were uneasy in the 
Manhattan streets at night, they were 
moving their reservations centre to a 
New Jersey suburb. In a Long Island 
suburb, the police announced ^at 
they had found in a rented house the 
largest known “ drug factory ” in the 
metropolitan area, making mostly 
D.M.T., an hallucinogen somewhat 
less drastic that L.S.D. 

Savage predators 

The city unleashed 300,000 savage 
predators in Riverside Park—lady¬ 
birds—in an attempt to curb aphids 
and other pests without adding anv 
more chemicals to the city’s environ¬ 
ment 

Mr. Arthur Lidov. an artist and 
illustrator, received a patent for a 
bicycle without spokes, with solid 
plastic wheels giving a tolerable ride 
on bearings, to make obsolete the 
nuisance of the puncturable tyre. 

Vertiginous, declamatory, and dis¬ 
tracting things are not, after all, so 
different as in ether hectically over¬ 
blown and various cities like London. 
Consolidated Edison, like the English 
electricity boards, have reached the 
stage when, they say, eveiy new custo¬ 
mer costs more than his custom is 
worth, and the individual citizen 
talks about “ them ” with disparage¬ 
ment quite as often as in England. 

INNIS MACBEATH. 


Where the 
Canal is 
blocked 

The accompanying map shows 
for the first time the actual extent 
of the blockage of the Suez Canal. 

There are two Egyptian pilgrim 
ships near the north entrance, 
south of Port Said; two floating 
docks filled with cement beween 
Ismailia and the Great Bitter 
Lake; and a small Egyptian tanker 
at the southern entrance at Suez. 

Tlie last-named, which could be 
moved quite easily and quickly, is 
the only obstacle south of the 
Great Bitter Lake, where 14 mer¬ 
chant ships, including four British, 
have been trapped for five weeks. 

Serious obstruction 

Now that Russia, whose supplies to 
North Vietnam are being delayed by 
the Cape diversion, is pressing Egypt 
to open the canal, and the United 
Nation observers are to move in. 
there are rising hopes that a move 
is imminent which would enable 
these ships to be heading for the Red 
Sea in a matter of hours, and thence 
home round the Cape. 

Northward from the Great Bitter 
Lake the obstruction is more serious. 
The two cement-filled floating docks 
could lake up to a month to shift, sal¬ 
vage experts estimate. The pilgrim 
ships at Port Said, on the other hand, 
would be relatively easy to get out. 

Thus it appears that the canal 
could be fully operational within a 
month of Egypt's ^ving the word, 
and the trapped ships—except for the 
American tanker in Lake Timsah— 
could be free within a day or so. 

^ The four British ships are Blue 
Funnel’s Melampus, 8,500 tons, and 
Agapenor. 7.700 tons; Blue Star’s 
Scottish Star. 10,000 tons, and Port 
Line’s Port Invercargill, 8.800 tons. 
There are also three Swedish ships, 
two Polish, two German, one French, 
one Czechoslovak, and one Bulgarian. 

MICHAEL BAILY 
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THE MIDDLE EAST 

From Lord Balfour of luchrye 

Sir,—II is in great dispute whether Israel 
or Egypt fired the first shot, and which is 
the aggressor. 

Surely, the answer to the first is irrevelant 
and academic. The answer to the second 
is that, by actions over many months past, 
Egypt must be designated the aggressor. 

Using the fourth weapon of modem war¬ 
fare, the U.A.R. and allies have been carry¬ 
ing out an intensive long range bombard¬ 
ment of Israel. In days past, warfare was 
conducted with two weapons: the land 

weapon and the sea weapon. Then Air 

Power became the third. During World 
War II and since, the fourth weapon of 
propaganda has been worked up to a high 
state of effective efficiency. Radio and a 
controlled press, skilfully used, can sustain 
an offensive of selected lies and half-truths 
aimed at blackening the enemy and. on the 
home front, rousing supporters and soften¬ 
ing doubters. The weapon is cheap to 
operate for as many hours as expert psycho¬ 
logists judge to be effective against the 
enemy and on the home front. 

Accepting that propaganda is now the 
fourth weapon. Cairo has been the central 
point for a carefully planned strategic 
offensive against Israel. For months past 
Cairo has directed a barrage of threats of 
extinction of the State of Israel and exhorta¬ 
tions to drive the Jews into the sea. This 
use of the fourth weapon by Egypt can 
only be judged as the first moves in what 
has since grown into a full scale shooting 
war. 

Yours uaily. 

BALFOUR of INCHRYE. 

End House. St. Mary Abbot’s Place. 

Kensington. W.8, July 9. 


British refugees 

From Lieutenant Colonel R. G. B. lanes 

Sir,—Mr. PhilipGoodhart (July 10) draws 
your attention to the plight of the British 
refugees who have returned from the 
Middle East during the past few weeks. 

Many will not wish to return to the 
countries they have left and where they 
have lost all. They will seek work here 
and hope eventually to retire in the land 
they have always called “home”. Soon 
Ihese will be required to buy their National 
Insurance Stamps each week. 

But, there will be many who, because 
they have not paid sufficient contributions, 
will never receive any old age pension. 
Furthermore, in the autumn they will have 
to pay an extra 2s. a week towards the 
increase in pension they will never see. 

Mr. Goodhart suggests cash payments to 
these people now. Surely there is an equally 
great need to make it possible for Britons 
who return to this country under circum¬ 
stances similar to these to draw at least a 
proportion of the pensions to which they 
have had to contribute ? 

Surely they deserve a better deal than 
this ? 

Yours faithfully, 

R. G. B. INNES. 

Pinkney Pound, Sherslon, Malmesbury, 
Wiltshire, July 10. 
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“ I don’t know what the Americans are worried about—^any arms we supply to 
Egypt will eventually belong to Israel anyway.” 
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BoumMienne back in Egypt 

From STEWART HARRIS—Cairo, July 12 


Colonel Boumedienne, the 
Algerian leader, returned to Cairo 
today from Damascus, joining 
President Aref of Iraq in further 
talks with President Nasser. Presi¬ 
dent Aref has with him Colonel 
Mahmoud Arim, commander of 
Iraq s Saladin Division in Jordan. 

Yet another Arab leader will be 
coming to Cairo soon. Mr. Mah- 
goub, the Prime Minister of the 
Sudan. 

Where are we leading ? .'ynd 
how ? '■ is the title of an article 
by^ Youssef El Sebaie. editor-in- 
chief of the weekly Akhcr which 
appeared today. “If wc can 
realize our aims, our just and peace¬ 
ful aims, through peaceful channels, 
we shall not resort to fighting”, 
mote Mr. Sebaie, who ranks as a 
junior Minister. 

His article suggests that President 
Nasser ts trying to remind the world 
of his flexibility for the lime being in 
a situalion which could crysiallize, 
making war insvhaWe, lo use ihc 
words of Colonel Boumedienne, the 
Algerian leader. 

Equal to enemy 

! Mr. Sebate said the Arabs must 
admit they bad been miliiariLy over¬ 
powered in the recent encounter. 
The same thing might happen again 
if they did not equip themselves 
with a military potential at least 
the equal of the enemy’s. 

_Whai Washington wants in Cairo 
will obviously affect the amount c£ 
its pressure on Israel. The imme¬ 
diate Soviet inientions are much bet¬ 
ter known to President Nasser, who 
saw Mr. Malik, Russia's Deputy 
Foreign Minister only yesterday. 

As for the Soviet fleet, its visit 
was apparently arranged some 
month.s ago but whether U "us 
really wanted by the President at 
this time is not known. 

Russia sending 
more ships 

Cairo, July 12.—Two more war¬ 
ships from the Soviet Union's Medi¬ 
terranean fleet arc expected at Port 
I Said, Soviet sources said here today, 
j On Monday. 12 Soviet Navy units 
arrived at Alexandria and Port Said 
on an eight-day visit. 

The Cairo daily AI Gomhouria 
today reported thatE^-ptian authori¬ 
ties were expected to invite the Soviet 
Navy to extend visits to Egyptian 
harbours and consider it an “open 
invitation — Aj^ence France Presse. 

Pledge given by 
communists 

Vienna, July 12.—A summit meet¬ 
ing of east European communist 
leaders in Budapest today accused 
the United States, Israel and other 
“ imperialist ” circles of “ provok¬ 


ing the peace forces of the whole 
world vvith their aggressive policies.” 
Seven east European leaders pledged 
continued support for the Arab 
stales. 

The Czechoslovak news agency, 
Cctek'd said that Mr. Kosygin, the 
Soviet Prime Minister, and Mr 
Brezhnev, leader of the Soviet Com¬ 
munist party attended the meeting 
held yesterday and today. The 
agency did not say whether Rumania 
was represented-— Reuter. 

Suez history call 
by 30 M.P.S 

BY Ofk FOLI JICAL CORRESPONDENT 

Mr. Griniond. Mr. Michael Foot, 
and Mr Tom Driberg were among 
30 M.P.S who moved in to support 
Mr. James Dickens when he tabled 
a motion in the Commons last night 
calling on “the new committeeman 
histories to publish a full account of 
the Suez operation and its origins as 
soon as possible 

They argue that continuing ambi¬ 
guity about British actions in 1956 
could account for '* the present basc- 
Icns belief in the Middle East that 
there \vas British military participa¬ 
tion in the Arab-israel conflict of 
June, 1967“. 


Lord Alport sees 
Mr Smith 

rUOM OL'R fORKtSPONDHNT 

Salisbukv, July 12 
Lord Alport leaves Salisbury 
tomorrow for Pretoria, where he is 
e.xpeclcd to spend two days before 
returning to London after his three- 
week visit to Rhodesia. 

The British special envoy had what 
was probably his final meeting with 
Mr. Ian Smith, the Rhodesian Prime 
Minister, this afternoon. The talks 
lasted 90 minutes, during which Lord 
Alport reported his process, and dis¬ 
cussed with Mr. Smith his impressions 
of his visit, a Rhodesian Government 
spokesman said. 

The Rhodesian Constitutional 
Association today condemned 
Brigadier Dunlop, the Minister of 
Transport, for his “morons and pol¬ 
troons ” statement yesterday, 
describing it as a “ last ditch attempt ” 
to prevent a settlement 

Salisbury, July 12.— Michael 
Holman, aged 21. president of the 
students* unions of University Col¬ 
lege. Salisbury, and a fellow 
student, Harold Short, have been 
summoned to appear before a magis¬ 
trate here on July 27, charged w-ith 
contempt of court. The charge 
arises out of the publication of a 
poem, in a campus nragazine, satiriz¬ 
ing tlie High Court judgment of Mr. 
Justice Lewis in a case challenging 
the validity of Rhodesia’s 1965 
“ independence ” constitution.— 
Agence France Presse. 
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Letters to the Editor 


EGYPT AND GAS 
ATTACKS IN 
YEMEN 

From Colonel David Siniley 

Sir,—In July, 1963, I wrote you a 
letter, which you published, drawing 
attention to the fact that the Egyptians 
were dropping poison gas bombs in the 
Yemen. It was not until May this year, 
nearly four years later, that the Inter¬ 
national Red Cross issued a statement 
that their delegates had evidence that 
poison gas was being used in the 
Yemen. 

During May this year there were 13 
bombing attacks with poison gas bombs 
and on June 5 and 6, the same days on 
which Egypt has complained to the Um'ted 
Nations of Israel air attacks on herself, 
Egyptian Ilyushin bombers were dropping 
poison gas bombs on the Yemeni villages of 
Immed and Boa. I have seen the most 
harrowing and gruesome photographs of 
the \irtims of one of these attacks taken by 
a British journalist who was present 

After their defeat by Israel, Egypt trans¬ 
ferred most of her aircraft from the Yemen 
to Egypt, the Yemenis securing a respite of 
three weeks from bombing attacks. Now, 
however, the bombers have returned and 
since July 1 bombing raids have been aimost 
a daily occurrence, including a raid on July 
2 on the village of Beni Saham when poison 
gas bombs were dropped killing 45 people 
including women, children, and a great 
number of animals. 

Last week Mr. Brown, the Foreign Secre¬ 
te, stated in the House of Commons that 
he considered it was not- -for the United 
Kingdom to raise this matter at the United 
Nations, but that it should be raised by 
one of the Arab countries. 

Saudi Arabia has. on more than one 
occasion, informed the United Nations of 
Egypban poison gas attacks in the Yemen, 
but no action ha.‘5 resulted. It is most un- 
likely that any Arab country would now 
raise a subject to embarrass Egypt at a 
time when they are all demonstrating soli¬ 
darity with Egypt against Israel. 

I returned from the Yemen a few days 
ago, where I have seen the surviving vic¬ 
tims of poison gas bombs. There I have 
been continually asked by Yemenis why the 
United Nations choose to ignore these 
attacks, while Israel and the United States 
are criticized for their attacks with conven¬ 
tional weapons. 

The use of poison gas is forbidden under 
the Geneva Convention. One would have 
thought that the more voices raised at the 
United Nations in condemnation of this 
type of warfare, the more chance there 
would be of world opinion forcing Egypt 
to abandon this inhumane method of kill¬ 
ing innocent Yemeni civilians. 

Yours truly. 

DAVID SMILEY. 

Branxholme, Hawick, Ro.xburghshire. 

My 11. 


ened by the noise, but that they had gradu 
ally got used to it 

During the subsequent weeks I heard th< 
sonic boom (for that, of course, was wha 
it was) six or seven times more, each timi 
in much the same circumstance. Of course 
it is true that one “gets to it”, it 
the sense that one does not jump as muct 
Che sixth or seventh time as one did thi 
first. But no more than that Each timi 
it happens, one’s concentration is broken 
and if, at the moment it comes, one ii 
engaged on any delicate piece of work (ai 
on a map), the work is likely to be spmled 
For the extraordinary thing (to the layman 
like myself) is that the noise comes, liter 
ally, out of the blue, and is followed —no 
preceded—by the sound of the aircraft tiia 
causes it. 

Yours faithfully, 

R. M. BRADFIELD. 

Yarnton Manor, Yamton, Oxfordshire 
July 12. 


State of nerves 

From Mr. John Brewser 

Sir.—For the last two days our hom< 
has been subjected to sonic boom tests 
which have worried my wife, distressed tlu 
dog, and rattled the fabric As a forme 
n.c.o. in the Royal Air Force I would rat< 
the booms in question as being of averagi 
intensity—^i.e., most unpleasant, and inci¬ 
dentally far louder than the blasting opera 
tions carried out at the local quarry, les! 
than a mile from our front door. 

Occasio^nal sonic booms have been will 
us for a long time, but the presence ol 
a series of such tests means tliat one is ir 
a state of nerves—wondering when the nex' 
one win c-ome, and, if it comes, will ont 
drop the baby or merely the china ? 

Sooner or later, we shall be told tha 
“ the tests will have to be carried out a 
night, so that further public reaction cat 
be gauged”. I would venture to suggesi 
that the mcMt implacable “ defender o) 
progress ” will find the resultant broker 
nights and public outcry hard to resist. 

As well as the booms, the actions of the 
Ministry of Technology would seem tc 
merit scrutiny. Their refusal to confirm oi 
deny particular flights can only be likenec 
to that of a schoolboy who runs along the 
street ringing the door bells hoping to avoir 
detection. The difficulties of obtaining com 
pensation for annoyance or damage woulc 
in either case be immense. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN BREWSER. 

11 Orchard Crescent, Dinas Powis 
Glamorgan, July 12. 


Time wasted 

From Mr. E. Epson 

Sir,—^Mr. J. Carnegie (July 12) misunder¬ 
stands the attitude of our Association ii 
regard to the current boom tests. 

The point at issue is not w'hether highei 
boom pressure could be obtained, which w< 
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Mr Healey arranging talks 
in Europe on aircraft to 
replace swing-wing 


MR. CARR (MiK-ham. C), inilia- 
ling a debate oo the eSect of Gov¬ 
ernment polides oa the British air¬ 
craft industry and the Royal Air 
Fon^ moved: — 

Tnai this Horrse condemns her 
Majesty's Government for having 
made a project, of nhich they 


they had been liv^ in the golden 
age of planning. The Secretary of 
Slate for Defence had begun by 
destroying all British projects then 
in existence for future military air¬ 
craft. Having created a void, be 
sitirled to fill iL 

Distinct possibiiity 


He read some extracts from the 
speech and said the implication 
was that the industry had taken vast 

in the national interasL (Opposition 
cheers.) 

MR. BENV, MiniSicr of Tech¬ 
nology (Bristol, South-East, Lab.).— 


MR. WEDGWOOD BENN said 
that of all people to wring their 
hands over caDcellation of an air 

were the least qualified to do so. 
Mr. Sel^n Lloyd had cancelled 
two prefects at a cost of £27m.; 
Mr. Thomeycroft. four, costing 
flS.4OCI.U00; Mr. Sandys. eight, 
casting fl09in.: and the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Maudling), iO, costing fI9.5O0.O0U. 

There can have been (be said) 
no combination of enemy forces 
in ihe world since the war who 
could have inflicted such damage 
on Ihe Bridsh aircraft industry as 
the Opposition. (Ministerial 


Too costly and 
too late 


time, of the ri:^$ and dangers which 
1 for many months had amounted 
I almost to a probability that Ihe 
French Government, for a com- 
I brnaiion of budgetary, military, and 
I political reasons, would in the end 
I not be able to proceed wiih the 
A.F.V.C. 

I MR. HEALEY. Secretary of Slate 
I for Defence (Leeds. East, Lab.).— 
I The Fcench Covernmeni formally 
I Slated in public that its only reasons 
I were budgetary, is he now claiming 
. that they were lying •> If he is. 

will he have the guu to say so io 
' this House ? (Ministerial ctieers.l 
I MR. CARR. -To lie is to icl! a 
complele uniruih. It i- quite normal 
for Government to limit the reasons 
they give in public sunemenis. 

I rcpsal- -anybody who has anv 


cancellation of this project from 
France^ a disbnet possibility, to put 

British-led project 

I The Opposition did noi believe 
I more Fills should bs purchased. 
Britain must maintain an indepen¬ 
dent defence capability; it wasvilal 
for Britain lo produce their own 
. aircraft and weapons. 

There must be a new British-led 
project. U possible this should, for 
economic and political reasons, be 
a cooperative venture with Europe. 

Britain would have to tackle the 
problem in a new way. They 
should produce Ihcir own military 
aircraft and in return for orders 
from Euroi>e-an countries offer, if 
they wished, a share io both design 
and produclion work. 

MR. MAYHEW (Woolwich. 


MR. CARR.—At this juncture it 
IS the only thing we have open to 
do. To be successful, the project 
which we offer would have to be 
very closely designed to meei the 
future needs of our other Euro¬ 
pean partners and other countries 

The best hope would be for an 
aircraft which ivas not ao exact 
copy of the A.F.V.C. but oik io 
replace the F104 in the mid 1970s. 

Airbus obsession 

j The Opposition supported the 
I European airbus project .nnd wanted 


the Government were becoming as 
politically obsessed with the airbus 
as the Sccretarv of Stale had been 
with the A.F.V.C. 

One of the Government's great¬ 
est handicaps Ihe said) is that they 
command neither confidence nor 
trust. This has only been made 
worse by the outrageous speech 
which Ihe Minister of Technology 


There was noihing wrong with a 
MiniSicr staling his policies 
firmly and loughly provided It was 
done in the right way and on the 
right oecasioQ, which was usually 


nts by France 


mon Market? 

MR- WILSON.—Our represema- 
fives are not there. (Laughler.l The 
decision of the Council of Ministers 
was to refer die question to the 
Commission. 'That is appropriate 
under the Treaty of Rome. 

There has been no flat rejection 
by the French Foreign Minister or 
anyone else. The mailer is now pro¬ 
ceeding through the Commission. 

Id the spo^ of M. Couve de 
Murvillc there were a number of 
fallacious statemenls. These ate 
matters that can be dealt with as 
lime goes by. 

MR, MOYLE (Lewisham, North. 
Lab.).—There may be some danger 

that file councils will be drnninated 
by Ihe local authorities who are 
putting up Ihe money. 

MR. SHORT.—It has been made 
perfeefiy clear to the local authori¬ 
ties [bat if they make a contribu¬ 
tion it does not entitle them to any 
given numlser of representatives, or 
indeed any represehlatioo at all 


und ihe R.A.F. dangerously 
ider equipped for its usks. with 
> prospect of having the aircraft 


Id Stales. Ru&da. or France, but 
the arsenal available lo Indo- 
. Iraq, and Egypi, all three 


j«t study of a variable geometry 
aircraft; meanwhile, the Covern¬ 
meni was subjecting its operaiional 
requirement to the most stringent 
evaluation in the light of further 
development of defence poliev, on 
which the Govemmeni would be 
puWishrng a While Paper next week. 


how they and their Naio allies saw 
latter 1970s“HiManrila^*.''andVcr- 
many were beginning to consider 
the nature of Die situation when 
the American F104 was no longer 
operational, and they wero arrang¬ 
ing discussions wiih them. 

Anoiher possibility would be to 
cooperaie with the Lniied Stales 
and the European countries 
together, perhaps on a swing-wing 
version oC the Phanioni. 

Buying abroad 


in coljaboraiion wiih olhers. i 


The Conservatives had aigued 
chat the canoollations of the T§R 2, 
Ihe HS 681, and the P 1154 would be 
caiasirofAic for the industry. This 
was absolutely untrue. In l%8. the 
year after the cancellations, the 
output of the industry had beui a 
record. The size of the aircraft indus¬ 
try had hardly changed, and there 
was no sign of a decrease. 

The Labour Govemmeni had de¬ 
cided that the only answer was to 
cooperate with other coumries on 
resaarch and development- They had 
looked to Europe, and parficularly 


The Govemmeni had developed 
cxiensive collaborative projects. 
There ^were good prospects for the 

irics a^ a lot« production nm was 

Meeting two needs 

Tlie only long-term need of the 
R A F. not provided for was that 
of a conventional strike reconnais¬ 
sance aircraft. There was also Ihe 
industrial problem as there was no 
new advanced military design in 
prospect for the 1970$. 

Tho Government had decided to 
meet both needs by developing a 
swing-wing project with France. The 
project had been first envisaged by 
the Conservatives before the elec¬ 
tion in 1964. but they had never 
managed lo do anything about ii. 
The reason was that they were not 
prepared lo adapt ihcir ooeraitonal 
requirements to those of the poten- 

Tbe Oovernineni were, and they 
iverc able to reach agreement in 
May. 1965. The agreement was 
welconied by Ihe Opposition in 
glowing terms. Indeed, they had 
tried 10 lake credit for il ihetn- 


(CCI had a certainty which did not 
exist. He had repeatedly pointed out. 
against protests from the Opposi¬ 
tion. that both Britain and rtance 
had the risJit—and must have the 
right—to withdraw from the uro- 
jecl if it no longer made sense to 
long-term project was 

The French Government had 
taken full responsibility for ending 
this cotbboraiive project, and had 
made clear that it was for budgetary 
rcasuns aionc. 

* National ’ project 
denial 

There has been a good deal of 
talk in London and Paris (he con¬ 
tinued) suggcsiinj. that the French 
Government has cancelled the joint 
project in order to proceed wiUi a 
naiionai variable geometry aircraft 
based on ihe Dassault-Mirage il O. 

I am authorized to say that ihete 
is no truth whatever in this sug¬ 
gestion, .\1. Messmer made it clear 
to me on many occasions in the 
pasi 12 months, and repealed in the 
most formal terms, that the French 
Government had no intention of 
developing Ihis aircraft into an 

moment it is a single-engined flying 


operational aircraft which the 
French Air Force would accept 
would involve further heavy deve¬ 
lopment expenditure of Ihe same 
order as that which France would 
A^Ffvla”" “ 'I- - are o e 
For the French Government to 
undertake such expenditure would 
be totally irrational, as well as 
being quite inconsistent with its 
declared porifion. I have in any 


He would not disguise that Ihe 
French decision caused serious dis- 
appoinlmenl, and faced Britain 


On ilic other hand, the French 
were prepared to consider colla- 
boralioo wiih Britain on an airbus. 
Furth^, they had agreed a supple- 

Jaguar at the same meeting as that 
at which M. Messmer told them 
of the withdrawal. 

It might be that the mihdrawal 
would make collaboration on the 
ai^us easier. Collaboration wiA 
other countries remained as souoil 


|I for ibem. 

ing that struck him as 
t about the Opposition's 
that they talked about 
. if the problem was how 
a swing-wing or whaicvcr 
cd to be. instead of the 


The Opposition i 
•ejeelsd by 32J vou 


aircraft industry and for other 
countries as well. The fact is that 
none of the alternatives to the 
A.F.V.G. which ivc can now fore¬ 
see is without obvious difficulties 
That is why the Covernmeni 
worked so hard to make Ihe 

A-F.V.O. a success. 

I wish the Opposition had chosen 
to face ihe full implicaiions of Ihe 
French withdrawal from this pro¬ 
ject with a full sense of Ihe econo¬ 
mic cost of an independent pro- 
ducuon for a purely national need. 

MR. OOODHEW tSt Albans. 
C-) said the Secretary of Stale had 
failed 10 fulfil his prime response 
biliiy for Ihe defence and security 
of Ihe country. It was the task of 
other members of ihc Cabinet to 
count Ihc cost. The Secretary ot 
Slate should be fighting to sec that 
the Services were properly 
equipped, not finding ways of cul¬ 
ling the cost. 

MR. DALYlsLL (West Lothian. 
Lab.) said that coilaboratiod on ihe 
swing-wing aircraft with other coun¬ 
tries in Europe was uot a practical 
reality. U was not on. 

He suspected that a proper 
analysis of Ihe tasks in the I97(ls 
would show that Ihe R.A.F. would 
need iransporc aircraft, some sup¬ 
port aircraft, and helieopiers. But 
delivery was unlikely to be by air¬ 
craft; strike would be by missile. 
Producing a V.C. aircraft would be 
like trying to keep Ihc cavalry in 
being. It would not be needed- 

SIR IAN ORR-EWING (Hendon. 
Noflh. C.) said the Govemmeni, 
having made a blunder, should say 


type, bul simpler and cheaper. 

The American version of inler- 
dependence was. "Vou depend an 
us and we depend on nobody”. 

MR. RONALD ATKINS (Pres¬ 
ton. North. Lab.) said he had sup¬ 
ported the cancellation of the 
TSR 2 in Ihc belief that the A.F.V.O. 
would be the core of Britain's air¬ 
craft programme. The French Gov¬ 
ernment had shown a curtain dupli¬ 
city and Brilain ought to be more 
careful in any future dealings with 
Ihe French. If Brilain could not gel 
cooperation in Europe they ought 
IO produce Ihc aircraft themselves. 

MR. LUBBOCK (Orpington. L.) 
said the alternatives before Britain 
were a variable geometry Phantom, 
of which Ihe only advanlnge wnuld 
be that they would continue lo 
produce Spey engines; a purely 
aircraft, which he suspected 

collaboration with the Germans, who 
also had budgclary diflicultic-s; and 
die possibility of buying more Fills, 
ihe worst alternative ot all. 


Pregnancy 
after rape 


Clause I (Medical Termioa- 
of Pregnancy), 

1. TILNEY (Liverpool. Waver- 


the orimnal Bill which wei 
moved because they were di 


120 guinea fees 

MR, ROSSI iHornscy, 


At (his point Britain ought to shop 
" off the shelf”, look at iricir defence 


w faced two questions; 

; size and nature of Ihc 
r military capability ia 


South-West. C.) said that by the 
about [he A.F.V.G, was bepnning 
10 come from across Ihe Channel. 
On October 25 M. Messmer indi¬ 
cated in the French Asscmblv that 
Franco-Briiish plans to build a 
supersonic variable geometry air¬ 
craft might have to be shelved 
because of the cost. 

The Opposirion charged Mr. 
Healey with having deliberately 
which he was aware had no assur¬ 
ance. the core and bays of Britain's 
long-term aircraft programme. 

This story was discrcdiuWc not 
only lo Ihc Government but to Ihc 
Secrelary of Slate personally. The 
mere rehearsal of these events con¬ 
stituted an indictment of Mr. 
Healey and his conduct in office. 

He has always (he said) shown 
conriderabte impallence at the care 
and persistence with which I have 
followed and compared his various 
not to say varying, statements as 
the months have gone by. 1 do not 
wonder. 

It is only natural ibat somebody 
who attaches so little importance 
to accuracy as does the Secretary 
of State should feel discomron, not 
to say irritation, at being so doscly 
observed. (Opposition cheers.) 


MR- bltEL said big fees were 
charged because peo^e seeing 
abortions felt that part of the fee 

for taking a risk at iaw.'^He hoped 
that this faaor would disappear after 
the Bill was passed. 

MR, SNOW. PaiUamcntaiy Secre¬ 
tary. Ministry of Health (Uchficid 
and Tamwonh. Lab.) aid that in 
January rhe House had agreed that 
there should be no limitation to the 
fees charged by practiboners lo 
private patients outside i2k Health 


146 voles to 53—ttiajorily, 93. 

'The Mouse went on to ddbate a 
series of amendments relating lo the 
wording of the last subtdaase to 
Oausc 1 of the Bill 
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AIR ATTACK IN 
NEW CANAL 
eGHTING 


Fiercest clash since 
end of war 

Israel aircraft attacked Egyptian artiileiy bat¬ 
teries last night after a day of clashes, including tank 
and artillery exchanges, described as the heaviest since 
the Middle East war last month. 

Cwo claimed that five Israel jets were shot down, but 
in Tel Aviv an Israel Army spokesman said all the aircraft 
returned safely. Five Israelis were reported dead and two 
injured in the exchanges across the Suez Canal. Egypt 
told the united Nations Security Council that 20 Egyptians 
were killed in yesterday’s clashes. 

In mnves to bring permanent peace along the cease-fire 
une, arrangements were agreed in Cairo and Tel Aviv for 
United Nations observers to take up positions on both banks 
of the Canal. Supervision will begin at noon on Sunday. 


CRAFT DESTROYED BY 
EGYPTIAN FIRE 


From STEWART HARRIS. Cairo, July 14 


There was firing across ihe Suez 
Canal again today, and an 
Egyptian military spokesman 
claimed that the Israelis lost two 
tanks, two half-track vehicles, a 
launch, two boats and several 
small dinghies. No Egyptian 
losses were mentioned but Israel 
artillery fire was said to have killed 
two civilians and injured several 
more in the Araysha district of 
Ismailia. 

The incidents were described in 
four statements. The first said 
that Egypt-lsrael forces ex¬ 
changed artillery and machine-gun 
nre across the canal in el Qantara, 
Ferdan and Ismailia. At 02.40 
G.M.T. Israel forces launched 
artiUery and machine-gun fire 
against the Egyptians. Egyptian 
forces set ablaze and destroyed 
one tank. 

Machine-gun fire was exchanged 
for 50 minutes when all firing 
stopped. 

The second statement said that 
the Israelis launched the dinghies 
which were destroyed by Egyptian 
forces. This was at el Qantara. 

Leaders’ talks 

The ttiird statement said that 
the Israelis opened artillery and 
mortar fire at 11.00 G.M.T. on 
Egyptian positions in the Suez 
area. The Egyptians returned the 
hre and destroyed one Israel tank, 
the two half-tracks and two boats. 
Firing went on for an hour. 

The fourth statement said the 
Israelis resumed artillery firing in 
the Ismailia area, hitting civilian 
houses in the Aravsha district 
where two people were killed and 
a number of other civilians in¬ 
jured. Egyptian forces silenced 
the Israel artillery. 

In Cairo today President 
Nasser. Colonel Boumedienoe, the 
Algerian Prime Mihister, Presi¬ 
dent Arif of Iraq and Dr. al-Atassi, 
the Syrian head of state, were con¬ 
tinuing their talks and according 
to Al Ahvam the three visiting 
beads of .state have decided not 
to leave until they have reached 
agreement. Mr. Mahgoub, the 
Sudan Prime Minister, is now due 


io arrive here by air from New 
lork tomorrow. 

Today as if to emphasize the 
unity of Muslims in this part of 
the world the four leaders prayed 
together at the mosque of Al 
Azhar. They were greeted with 



enthusiasm by huge crowds and 
drove away together in an open 
car. 

In his weekly article in Al 
Ahram which is read carefully 
here as an indication of Nasser’s 
thinking, the editor-in-chief, 
Muhammad Hassanein Haikal. 
still supports the idea of an Arab 
summit meeting even if it “ex¬ 
plodes from within ”. He argues 
that the time has never been more 
propitious for all Arab countries 
to support each other. 


20 killed, says 
UN delegate 

New York. July 14.—Egypt 
told the Security Council tonight 
that 20 Egyptians were killed and 
35 wounded in clashes with Israel 
forces along the Suez Canal dur¬ 
ing the day. 

Mr. Muhammad el Kony, the 
Egyptian delegate, complained to 
the council president. Mr. Endal- 
kachew Makonnen. about Israel 
action in the area, but did not im¬ 
mediately ask for a formal meet¬ 
ing of the council on the situation. 
— Rettler. 

Other Middle East news, page 3 
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UN observers ready 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT—Tel Aviv, July U 


United Nations observers will 
take up positions on the banks of 
the Suez Canal tomorrow and 
from noon on Sunday will begin 
envigilating the cease-fire. 

In today’s clashes, probably 
the fiercest since the Arab-Israel 
war last month, five Israelis were 
killed and at least 20 injured. Israel 
mounted an air attack to silence 
heavy coastal batteries in the Suez 
area this evening. 

Arrangements for the United 
Nations observers were concluded 
by General Odd Bull of Norway, 
the chief ceasefire supervi.sor, in 
negotiations here following talks 
in Cairo. The observers’ head¬ 
quarters on the east bank will be 
in el Qantara and on the west bank 
at Ismailia. 

General Moshe Dayan, the 
Israel Defence Minister, told 
General Bull today that he was not 
entirely satisfied with the arrange¬ 
ments agreed earlier in Cairo. 

He noted that the Egyptians had 
not consented to communication 
between the observers on the two 
banks and said such contact was 
essential. He also regretted that 
no agreement had been reached 
with the Egyptians on the demar¬ 
cation of a cease-fire line. 

Risk to civilians 

He proposed an arrangement for 
the use of the Suez Canal by small 
Egypt and Israel craft. Either 
vessels of both countries should be 
permitted to sail along the banks 
or none. General Bull undertook 
to take this up in Cairo. 

Claiming that the Egyptians were 
shelling from emplacements in 
urban centres including Port 


Ibrahim, General Dayan said that 
this endangered civilian popula¬ 
tions in the area. The firing today 
was along the length of the 
Canal from el Qantara to Suez, but 
there was no shooting at the north 
end within gun range of Port Said 
where Russian warships are 
anchored. 

The Israelis said that in today’s 
clashes the Egyptians opened fire 
on each occasion and they replied. 
A small naval vessel was hit off 
Port Tewfik and later they hit an 
Egyptian vessel oQ Port Ibrahim. 


Union ii 


Remarks made by Mr. Frank 
Cousins, general secretary of the 
Transport and General Workers’ 
Union, at the union’s conference 
in Blackpool on Thursday, are to 
be raised as a question of Parlia¬ 
mentary privilege in the Com¬ 
mons. 

Mr. Kenneth Lewis, Conserva¬ 
tive M.P. for Rutland and Stam¬ 
ford, will ask the Speaker on 
Monday to give a ruling on 
whether there was, prbna facie, a 
breach of privilege. 

Mr. Cousins was reported as 
complaining about union-backed 
Labour M.P.s who found reasons 

for not resigning when he did in 

protest at the Government’s prices 
and incomes policy, and who 
failed even to raise their voices 
in a way which might have influ- 
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THE TIMES DIARY 

Steamed-up preservationists 
Menon the elder statesman 
Artistry of Oum Kalthoum 

BRITAIN'S railway preservationists are angry with British Rail 
because, they say. they are trying to squeeze their lovely old steam 
engines off their lines. Thou^ “farewell to steam ” excursions have 
been common in the past year or so, the enthusiasts who have bought 
grand old locomotives and maintained them out of love are finding B.R 
chitfe mcre^ingly reluctant to allow them on to the national system. 

Mr. Ian Allan, publisher of books and periodicals on transport, tells 
me that Western Region have already banned steam entirely, and that 
an attempt by the preservationists to get together with British Rail 
Md coordinate arranganents for a limited number of well-patronized 
steam specials ” has been brushed off by the railways board with the 
comment that they “ regard the excursion field as a dimimshine pan 

of their business 

Allan says he talked to British 






sioas." The railway's aieument is that 
there is little profit in these 
"specials"; that fueling, servicing, 






who wishes to talk ivith him from 
S aun. onwards. He is not going out 
of bis way to meet iwHiical 
acquaintances. ~ U they want to see 
me that's fine: but I won't make any 
special appointments.■■ 

His obvious affection for Britain 
—he lived here for mote than 25 
years, was St. Panctas borough eoun- 
cHlor and secretary of the India 
League—is only tempered by ao 
irriiaiion over her policies. Vietnam 
and the Middle East aride, be sums 


if l“dsJ'’S'il"JSmed t^em 

Cairo’s siren 


every steam special must be insured 
for £500.000 before U is allowed to 
move on to the public tracks. •' Wc in 
this country produced the first steam 
locomotive in the world", he says. 
" It would be a pity if the whole thing 


follows Israelis 

SrUDBUTSof the Middle Easts«ne 


When Baldwin 
levied himself 




THE commemoration c 
tenary of the birth .. —. 
Baldwin yesterday recalls 
ooca«on, nearly half a c 
tury ago, when the Editor 
rite Times received a remarkable 
letter—to be published ano 
'— "te future Prime M 


known in poliUc-s, asinounwd'his in'- 
lention of surrendering to the Oov- 
‘ "I one-fifth of his personal 
'a voluntary capital 


Ministry of Culture to nyyaai ai ojc 
Paris Olympia Music Hall a/it-r 
lonalan Karmon's Israeli troupe. 

Oum Kalthoum, a matronly but 
beautiful wields a power far 
greater than the ordinary singer over 
audiences from Morocco to the Per¬ 
sian Gulf. But her effect on the Cairo 
m is so great that according 
' Egyptians Nasser never 


fortune by wt 
I he coumry « 


nie undulating tones of her voice 
[rone daily from radio stations 
hrouHiom all the Arab countries; 
tc sings about love, its pains and 




and serious ‘thought had been riven 
• 'e poanbILly of a compulsory 
IS of reducing 


capiial levy a 

the burden ot i\__ 

Baldwin did not believe in a statu¬ 
tory cariial levy. But he thought 
that well-io-do people might be per¬ 
suaded to impose upon themselves a 
voluntary capital levy as a patriotic 
gesture, and h: decided to set the 
example himself. It was a quixotic 
a« for a iuttior Minister but typical 
of the sincemy of the man. 

Thin disguise 


on June 24. 1919. and it appeared 
over the initials " F.S.T,ThiVmay 
b: thought to have been a Ihia dis- 
guis^for the Financial Secretary to 
ihe letter e 
for some > 

Baldwin 

le_ 

ie of the value of 
‘*abom f.sgaooo.^rhaw ifccided 



Cairo on the first Thursday of each 
month, sometimes lasting up to four 
hours at a stretch, arc usually sold 

The daughter of a devout Muslim, 
she studied the Koran from early 
childhood and sang Koranic songs to 


s’hi^rdc^ 


and present it to the Governmem tor 

Baldwin had hoped Ihai if the 
wealthy classes in Ihe community 
would levy themselves voluntarily ii 
miglii be possible to get in £1,0110m. 
and thus save the taxpayer £50m. a 

He was doomed to disappointment. 
Few followed his example and the 
voluntary capital levy produced only 
about £51)0.01)0. Bui "F.S.T.'s" 
effon remains on record as a good 


Oum Kalthoum will receive fl4,0tHi 
from the Olympia Muac Hall, the 
highest fee yet paid there to any 
iiriiSL It will ba payable, in Ihe first 
iiisiance. to the Ministry ot Culluic. 
But. 1 understand, as -Singer of the 
Cast" she is not unlike other legend¬ 
ary Arab songstresses in enjoying a 
special relationship with ibe govern- 


Irrepressible 

Menon 


Recently turned 20- his wirv but un¬ 
ruly hair more white than grey, he 
looks very much Ihc cider statesman, 
isvinkling like everyone's favouriie 
uncle, parrying awkward questions 
and giving leasing comments in 
He is here on holiday, following 
visits to Cairo and Stockholm. 
Although bereft today of even a 
u. - 1 . .-V Indian Parlia- 



rsterday by mor Sir Ralph Richard- 
I/I w/ie/i prestmmg prizes lo music 
'udeuls ai ll'i'giiiore Hall. -Elgar 
■as Ihe .sari uf person who looked 
ke 0 bookie-, he said. -In foci, 
wl WHS ihc sei rei aj his success wirh 
’.iug George F. Tiica used to go to 
O'icerls lopether. sit in the back roa. 


Syria's sinister 
Soviets 






quipmeni, 
; Middle 


Egypliau _ 

Israel's booty fron 
East war includes u 
documenu captured on the Egyptian, 
Jordanian and Syrian fronts. 

llardoresscd military intalligcncc 
ofliccrx are working a careful wav 
through this material, and piece by 
piece are revealing their findings 
to an absorbed Israel public. 

Some of the discoveries might be 
better left on the office files. The 
latest titbit lo be revealed comes 
under the imposing fabric: "The 
Syrian Intelligence keep the Rus¬ 
sian Miliurv advisers in Syria under 
surveillance". It was already well 




... ..viv tEpgid inlo the 
... _.. published in Arabic, 
Hebrew and En^ish which told alL 
Syrian spying on the Russians re¬ 
vealed that when the men worked, 
the women went shopping in the 
market, but had dilfieulues from 
not knowing Arabic After hours. 
Soviet specialists “ spend their 


ing precedent. Nor does he find his 
lack of status inhibiung; he keeps a 
close eye on world affairs and says 
what he thinks. 

Predictably he attacks the Israelis 
tor overrunning toh lerrito^ and 
American policy in Vietnam. '• She 


23,S' 


r permits". Syrian intelli- 
e did not stop Lbere. IntcUi- 
e olliccrs reined; " We did 


nearly io these dilficuy times ii 


PHS 



The Times Diary. 

PHS 
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Oil boycott confirmed 
in Kuwait talks 


FROM OUR MIDDLE EAST 


Shaikh Ahmed Zaki Yamani, 
the Saudi Arabian Minister for 
Oil, left Kuwait today after two 
days of talks there on coordina¬ 
ting the two countries' petroleum 
policies. 

According to Kuwait Radio. 
Shaikh Yamani reiterated that 
Saudi Arabia was obsemng the boy¬ 
cott of countries which supported 
Zionist aggression. 

In spite of Saudi Arabia's disen- 
chantmcni this remains a pillar of 
Arab policy, a kind of proof that, in 
the words of Syria’s Prime Minister, 
the Arabs arc willing to make further 
sacrifices in the cause. With respect 
to oil this willingness is normally ex¬ 
pressed by those who are minor pro¬ 
ducers and Iraq alone of the pro¬ 
ducers seems to have its heart in the 
boycott. There the most moderate 
voices are calling for nationalization 
I of British. American and Dutch in¬ 
terests in the Iraq Petroleum Com¬ 
pany and the prospects have im¬ 
proved that a deal over the uncx- 
ploited North Rumaila field will be 
concluded with the Italian orsraniza- 
tion ENl instead of with IPC. 

In Egypt, much of whose produc¬ 
tion is now going to be exploited bv 
the Israelis in Sinai. King Faisal 
came under attack today for wantina 
to resume shipments to Britain and 
the United States. 

Shaikh Yamani was quoted as say¬ 
ing that his talks in Kuwait were 
primarily concerned with technical 
details connected with joint explora¬ 
tion in the neutral zone between 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. However, 
he also brought a verbal message for 
the Amir from King Faisal aiid no 


CORRESPONDENT—Beirut, 

July 14 

doubt inquired of his hosts about a 
newspaper report suggesting that a 
rapprochement between Kuwait and 
the Soviet Union was in the wind. 
The newspaper Sawt AI Khali} said 
that a message from Mr. Kosygin to 
the Kuwait Prime Minister was a 
further step towards a rapprochement. 

Farther down the Gulf. Shaikh Zaid 
Bin, Sultan of Abu Dhabi, has 
pledged his loyalty to the boycott 
of Britain and the United States, but 
on the Mediterranean there has been 
some movement in the direction of 
resumed production. 


Cooperation 
for computers 

There are renewed hopes for 
Anglo-French cooperation in the 
computer field. Next week the 
Automation Group of the Plessey 
Company open talks with the 
French organization. C.A.E. 

Both companies are playing a 
vital role in the plans of their re¬ 
spective governments to reestablish 
national industries to compete with 
the American invasion. As a joint 
venture the two companies could 
form the biggest European combine 
making some essential products for 
the computer business. 

The discussions are expected to 
include collaboration in micro-elec¬ 
tronic technology for small to 
medium-sized comouters and in the 
development of ancillary equipment 
that is now making up more than 
half the cost of computer installa¬ 
tions. 
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ARABS AGREE ON 
STRATEGY 


Cairo. July 16. —The leaders of five Arab stales meei^ here 
announced tonight that they had agreed on steps to eliminate the 
consequences of Israel “ aggression ” against Arab countries, 
according to Cairo radio. 

Their statement carried the threat of a continuing Arab boycott 
on oil ^ipments to the United States and Britain. It also fainted 
at the possibilities of increasing ties with the Soviet Union, which 
has been closely supporting the Arabs. 

Just before the talks concluded, | 

President Nasser conferred with 
Mr. Jacob Malik, the Soviet 
deputy Foreign Minister, whose 
visit to Cairo coincided with the 
..rrival of 12 Soviet 'warships' at 
Alexandria and Port Said. 


New springboard 

The five are President Nasser, 
President al-Atassi of Syria, Presi¬ 
dent Aref of Iraq, Colonel Bou- 
me'dienne, Prime Minister of 
Algeria, and President el-Azhari 
of Sudan. 

The five leaders, in the face of 
this destiny-shaping test of the 
Arab nations . . . have asserted 
their absolute confidence that the 
huge Arab capabilities can turn 
this setback into a new spring- 
hoard to achieve the noble and just 
national goals towards which the 
Arab nation has worked ”, their 
statement said. 

They approved a proposal from 
President el-Azhari for a meeting 
of Arab foreign ministers in 
Khartum in the near future. 

In anoUier development tonight, 
Egypt gave a warning that it would 
immediately fire on any Israel 
ships trying to sail down the Suez 
Canal 

UN delay 

Tel Aviv, July 16.—^The United 
Nations has delayed the start of 
. its cease-fire observation along 
the Suez Canal, it was announced 
’here today. 

General Odd Bull of Norway, 
'the United Nations chief 
' observer, said in a message to 
General Moshe Dayan, Israel's 
Defence Minister, that he could 
not begin observation at this stage 
" until Egypt’s position on the 
operation of the observers is 
clarified 

General Bull made no mention 
of the specific points requiring 
“ clarification ”, A United Nations 
spokesman here said two four-man 
advance teams had already arrived 
at points on each side of the water¬ 
way.— Reuter. 

UN men greeted by air attack, 
page 4. 

Captured MiGs 
examined in U S 

New York, July 16.—Four 
Soviet MiG-21 fighters captured 
by Israel from the Arabs have 
been brought to the United States, 
where they are now yielding 
secrets to western intelligence. 
Time magazine said today. 

The report says two of the air¬ 
craft—^the first to fall into western 
hands—are being test-flown at 
Edward air force base in Cali¬ 
fornia. The other two “ are being 
dissected and evaluated by experts 
in the laboratories at Wright- 
Patterson air force base in Ohio 

Tinte says an even greater 
security loss to the Soviet Union 
is its S.A.M. ground-to-air mis¬ 
siles which Israel captured from 
Egypt in the recent war. 

“ An examination of the 
SA.M.S will reveal not only a 
great deal about Soviet weaponry, 
but also about the precise state of 
Soviet electronic engineering and 
manufacturing techniques, both of 
which are intimately connected 
with the progress of the Soviet 
space effort ”—Associated Press. 


Publishers 
may sue 
state 

BY A STAFF REPORTER 

British publishers might have to 
consider claims against the 
Government for loss of income 
resulting from the new copyright 
convention signed in Stockholm 
last Friday, Mr. R. C. Gowers, 
assistant secretary of the Pub¬ 
lishers’ Association, said yester¬ 
day. 

The convention gives “under¬ 
developed countries ’’ the right to 
reproduce, without payment if 
they choose, any books to be used 
for leaching, study, or research. 

Mr. Gowers said it gave some 
nations the right “legally to 
pirate ” the property of authors 
and publishers. 

The convention does not define 
“ underdeveloped countries ” but, 
working on United Nations guide¬ 
lines. about 70 countries would be 
concerned. They comprise all 

Asia, most of Africa, except for 
South Africa and possibly 
Rhodesia, and all the Latin 
American countries. 

Saving face 

British publishers are angry that 
Britain did not veto the conven¬ 
tion. but merely abst-'ined from 
signing—“ a face-saving gesture 

It was only after a spokesman 
for publishers had called on 
Mr. Jay. President of the Board 
of Trade, that the Government 
decided not to endorse the agree¬ 
ment. The Government view is 
that they would antagonize the 
Afro-Asian group T they blocked 
the convention. 

The publishers’ view is that if 
Britain wants to aid countries she 
should do so through the proper 
Government department 

The loss to British publishers 
and authors would be £I0ni. to 
£12m. a year, about a quarter of 
their tot^ earnings. 

Among the publishers who will 
be most affected are the Oxford 
University Press, Longmans, and 
Nelson. Macmillans, who have 
agreed with nine African countries 
to run their state publishing firms, 
might find their own copyright 
being ignored in other countries. 
Macmillans have made It clear 
that they will not practise “ pirat¬ 
ing ”. 

Leading article, page 9 . 


Woman killed in 
80ft car fall 

A woman was killed and two 
men were injured, one critically, 
when their Mini-Cooper car 
plunged 80ft. into a quarry at 
Hessle, near Hull, early yesterday. 
Pamela Prince, aged 21. of Finkle 
Street. Cottingbam, near Hull, was 
flung out as the car went over the 
quarry edge. 

In another early morning acci¬ 
dent four young people were killed 
when their Mini-car was in colli¬ 
sion with another car near Bnd- 
port, Dorset 
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Elation in 


Cairo at 


fighting 

FROM STEWART HARRIS 

Cairo. July 16 

“Our aircraft destroy most of 
enemy’s artillery positions on east 
bank ” was the headline in today’s 
Al Ahram ; and Cairo’s two other 
newspapers also emphasized what 
they described as ttie success of 
Egypt’s Air Force in the fighting 
which ended last night. The 
Army’s artillery and tanks were 
also believed to have done well. 

The face of Cairo did not seem I 
worried by the fighting 80 miles 
away. Rather, it showed elation. ] 
When you have just been knocked j 
down it is good to get in a couple 1 
of quick hooks before the bell— 
which was obviously coming with the 
appointment of the United Nations 
observers along the Suez CanaL 

The morale of the people needed 
this show of defiance: so, too. did 
the morale of the Army and Air 
Force. The demonstration has also 
made it easier for President Nasser, 
whose considered policy in the 
months ahead will not now be so 
much affected by popular or military 
demands for action against the Israel 
troops if they do not immediately 
withdraw. 

Civilians killed 

The drama of the past two days 
will also blow a bit on the fires of 
Arab nationalism at a time of critical 
policy-making, and Egypt’s leader¬ 
ship will be reinforced. Moreover 
world opinion may have noticed 
more Israel “aggression”, causing 
more civilian casualties. 

No journalists were allowed in the 
area, so once again it is impossible 
to know what really happened. How¬ 
ever, this is the official ^iro record 
of yesterday’s fighting, which began 
at sunrise and ended at 11 o’clock 
(local time) last night 

Israel artillery bombarded Suez, 
Port Tewflk, Ismalia, Kabrit, El Shatt 
and Ferdan, according to the spokes¬ 
man here. Israel aircraft raided Suez 
and Ismalia. In Suez fuel tanks and 
a school were hit; in Ismalia the 
railway station and a hotel in which 
there were United Nations observers. 
Twenty-four civilians were HUed and 
a number wounded. 

The Israel losses were said to be 
six aircraft six field guns, and a 
boat which was being launched The 
Egyptian losses were three tanks, 
three field ^ns, and one aircraft, 
whose pilot is safe. 

President Nasser and the leaders of 
four other Arab countries—Algeria, 
Sudan, Syria and Iraq—met here 
again today. 
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EGYPT THREAT 
TO FIRE ON 
BOATS 


Israel charged with 
Suez aggression 

United Nations cease-fire observers began operat¬ 
ing yesterday in the Suez Canal area after agreement 
had been reached between Egypt and United Nations 
truce ofiicials on details of their work. 

Soon afterwards Egypt charged Israel with a new 
aggressive act by bringing up nine landing boats to launch 
on the Canal. 

Two of the men who had attended the week-end 
conference of Arab leaders in Cairo—Col. Houari 
Boumedienne, the Algerian Prime Minister, and President 
Abdul Rahman Arif of Iraq—flew to Moscow yesterday. 


TEAMS OF FOUR ON 
EACH SIDE 


From MICHAEL WOLFERS—Qantara, 


Observation of the cease-fire¬ 
line between Egypt and Israel 
along the Suez Canal was operat¬ 
ing from 6 o’clock (local time) this 
evening, it was announced at the 
headquarters of the United 
Nations Truce Supervision Organi¬ 
zation. 

The announcement came after 
Lieutenant-General Odd Bull, the 
Chief of Staff of the organization, 
had visited Cairo for discussions 
with the Egyptian authorities on 
the routine to be followed in the 
area. Ofiicials declined to go into 
details. 

Four observers began work on 
each bank of the Canal, with three 
on each side going to observation 
posts in the area, and one remain¬ 
ing at the Qantara headquarters on 
the Israel-occupied side, and one 
at the Ismailia headquarters on the 
Egyptian side. More observers 
were expected to join them in the 
next few days. 

Here in Qantara 10 highly 
skilled men had been waiting today 
for international agreement to 

allow them to begin their task. In 
the two days since their arrival 
their hardest job at their head¬ 
quarters, which I visited, had been 
the housework needed to trans¬ 
form a neglected private house 
into an operational centre. 

Carnaby Street air 

The headquarters is commanded 
by an Australian, Major Roy 
Skinner, of Canberra, who has 
Belgian. Swedish and Italian mili¬ 
tary observers and an administra¬ 
tive staff of six, of whom one is 
British. Mr. Donald Bridge, a 32- 
year-old radio technician. 

The United Nations officials had 
been greeted on arrival by a battle 
between Egyptian and fcrael air¬ 
craft. The Qantara headquarters 
and vehicles are liberally decked 


IsraeEoccupied Egypt, 
July 17 

with United Nations flags—Our 
only weapon ”, said a member of 
the mission. To emphasize the 
point Mr. Bridge today took a 
spotlight from a water truck to rig 
up night floodlighting for the flag 
strung across the face of the build¬ 
ing on the canal bank in full view 
of the Egyptian town on the oppo¬ 
site bank. 

Cairo complaint 
to U Thant 

New York, July 17.—The 
United Arab Republic today 
charged Israel with a new 
aggressive act — bringing nine 
landing boats up to the east bank 
of the Suez Canal. 

The U.A.R. delegate, Mr. 
Mohamad Awad el-Kony told 
U Thant, the Secretary-General, 
in a note that Egyptian forces 
would have no alternative but to 
fire if the Israelis tried to laimch 
the boats. 

The Egyptian note came several 
hours after United Nations super¬ 
vision of the cease-fire along the 
Suez Canal began. 

Mr. el-Kony said the boat action 
could have serious implications for 
the safety of foreign ships moored 
in the Bitter Lakes, 

In a television interview broad¬ 
cast from Cairo tonight two 
Israeli prisoners captured last 
Friday said they had been ordered 
to sail in the Suez Canal to show 
that Israel was in command of 
the Canal’s eastern bank. 

The prisoners, whose names 
were given as Lieutenant Jacob 
Kahatov, 20, and Navy Corporal 
V. Abraham, 20, said their mission 
was to show the United Nations 
observers that Israel was using the 
eastern side of the canal.— Reuter. 
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The Commons : relief for 
crews in blocked canal: 
compensation claims after 
Middle East hostilities 


SptAKZR took 11 


use of Welsh and to repeal oi_ 

those Acts which prevent or limit the 
use of the language was read a second 

The siltiog was suspended 
at 12.30 p.m. until 2.30 p.tn. 

MR. LUBBOCK (Orpiisgton. U| 
asked the Secretary ot State for 


taken to restore pasial cuuuiiuiuca- 
tions between the United Kln^om 
and British citizens trapped on 
ships in the Great Bitter Lake. 

MR, W. T. RODGERS, Under¬ 
secretary, Foreign Office (Stockion- 
o^njTro. UW.—We have been in 


we can to make sure that 
ipensaiion is effected, 
a great deal of sympathy 
. who have suffered 
o fault ot their own. Al- 


proper 0 

We ha 


though there _ _ 

stances after the 1956 atfalr. it is not 
customary for the Government to 
make advarices on account of pos¬ 
sible compensation being received 
by o-wners in the future from a 
foreign Government. 

LORD BAUNIEL. — Sympathy 
is not enough. We are concerned 
about the inadequacy of the help 
given to refugees who have come 
to this country. V/ill the Under¬ 
secretary consider making ex-graiia 


MR. RODGERS.—We are look- 
everyone concern^. I do not think 


l^LUBBtXK.—In view of the 

that IhrcrewT*^'whMrawo. 
ny case they are suffering 
hip because of the breakdown 
>e air coRdiiioniog plant and 


MR, RODGERS.—We have no 

^V°he ^ 

further away. I agree about the 
crosvs and the necessity to make 
sure that their conditions are at least 
tolerable. We are in touch with the 
shipowners and we have discussed 
with them the question of reliev¬ 
ing the crews and replacang 

First step to 
reopening 

MR. BLAKER (Blackpool. 
South. C) asked the Secretary of 
Stale if he would make a statement 
on the progress ot efforts to secure 
the reopening of the Suez Canal. 

Mr. GEORGE BROWN (Bel- 
per, Lab.k—As 1 toid the House 
in the debate on July 6. wc 

Governmeius who are interested <n 
the canal and we are doing our 

can. 1 regard ltwi*agrcement of both 
sides to the sUtioniiig of United 
Nations observers in the •• •*' 


Protests 
to China 


MR. BOYD - CARPENTER 
asked whai aclion the Foreign 
Secretary proposed to take with 
the Chinese Government to secure 
redress for the deliberate dis¬ 
courtesies and injuries inflicted on 
the British Chargi d’Affaires in 
Peking and his staff. 

MR. RODGERS.—[ protested 
very strongly to the acting Chinese 
Char&e d’Affaires in Lon^n. 






I the d 


The physical clearanct 


Charge d’Affaires, contrary ti 
accepted principles of relations 
heriveen sovereign stales, and I re¬ 
served our righi to demand full 
compensation. 

MR. ARTHUR DAVIDSON 
i-^ccringjon. Lab.k—There are re¬ 
ports of further incidents today In 
which two members of a British 
mission were pelted with tomatoes 
and suffered further humilialions. 
(Cries of ” Oh is the Under-Sec¬ 
retary satisfied that his protests arc 
strong^ enough’ lOpposition 

MR. RODGERS.-I am satisfied 
that the protests are iirong enough. 
But I greatly regret, and this has 
been made clear before in the 
House by Foreign Office Ministers, 
that we have not had satisfactory 

Everyone in the House will 
admire the way our staff in Peking, 
and previously in Shanghai, has 
stood up to humiliating circura- 

SIR ALEC DOUGLAS-HOME 
IKinross and West Perth, Ck— 
Will the Govcrmcni keep in mind 

the possibility of withdrawing our 
representation from China if these 

(Opposition cheers.) 


Injured 

Britons 




e example of our staffs in 
protesting very strongly, but making 
■’ e most of a difficult situation if 
e bdieve that it is in our long- 


Brttish citizens jjjjured in attacks 

. G. BROWb 
c in Aden fc 

...IS other than C... 

pioyees for injuries caused by 
icrronsi and regret it is 

MR. WORSLEY-—Would the 

Foreign Secretary not reconsider 
havin^^^h a sclieme 7 I wrote l 
who had been paralysed. 

MR. BROWN.-I did look ini 
this. I was disturbed about the cat 

Government employees of a 
kinds are covered, and larger civilia 
employers have arrangements i 


Advice on the risks 


Compensation 
for damage 


(King 


d North Afric 


The wrong 
‘ Morning ’ 


when passports 


SIR GERALD NABARRO 
llic Foreign S«rclary why invila- 

Mr. Sam Russell and Mr. Lance 
Samson, care of (he Labour Press 
Co-operative Society Limited, to 
attend a Coverament receplion at 
Lancaster House on June 1967. 
in view of the (act that neither had 
ever been employed by this 
co-operative society: and what 
steps he was taking to prevent such 
wastage of public funds. 

MR. BROWN.—’The invitations 
referred to were for a reception 
(or some of the British and over¬ 
seas press in London. Such recep¬ 
tions ar^arrang^ from brae to 

intended for tivo of the sBff of 
clerical error svere sent lo the 
'hicb at one ti 


(Lighter.) 
sending the. 

ilau^ter) - 


r Party 
oucc,. Ltd. 

public funds of 


BOYD - CARPENTER 
11 upon Thames, C.) asked 
me rorelgn Secretary what steps 
he was taking to secure compensa¬ 
tion for the damage suffered bv 
British subjects in Egypt. Syria, and 
Jordan in recent weeks. 

MR, R013GERS.—All British 

subiccis evacuated under ofB^al 


wering^ this I 
laughter and c 


Foreign 

properly. .Steps have alsobe^ 
-• those who leave ihe 
iheirowD arrangemencs 


or damage lo their property. 

MR. BOYD-CARPENTER asked 
if it was the intention^ to make pay- 

and businesses through no' fault of 
their own. Was it the firm intention 


Privilege com] 

MR. KENNETH LEWIS 
(Rutland and Stamford, C.) raised 
as a complaint of breach of privi¬ 
lege the decision of the Transport 
and General Workers Union, at its 
conference on 'Hiursda 


ITS. including 
it sponsoretl. 


fcrence decision which appeared in 
the London Evening News. One 
passage in the article said: — 

"The 26 are members of the 
uttion’s parliamcniaiv panef which 
will be rccotistitulocf. with existing 
members having to apply for enrot- 
mentj^ wlicn die present Parliamcnl 

In two previous privilege cases, 
those of Mr. W. J. Brown of Ihc 
Civil Service Clerical Association, 
in March. 1947, and Mr. 
Robinson, of the National Union 
of Distributive and Allied Workers 
in May. 1944. the Committee of 
Privileges appeared to recognize 
that members looked after the 


that 


.. Bui I 


RODGERS. — Certainly 
we have details of the lo-.s 
image wc wiU be taking 


k (he view that uiflucn> 
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BP giant tanker jetty 
as long-term plan 


The announcement that British 
Petroleum is planning a £lm. 
jetty that could accommodate 
tankers of 500,000 tons does not 
mean a change of policy because 
of the Middle East situation. 

In the company’s annual report last 
April improvements to take 200,000^ 
ton tankers were foreshadowed. The 
planned new jetty, for completion in 
March, 1969, is in fact being built 
to take 200,000-tQn vessels, though 
with later modifications it could 
accommodate the larger ships. 

The new jetty will reinforce the 
existing facilities at the Finnart ocean 
terminal on Loch Long, on the west 
coast of Scotland, which already 
takes 100,000-ton tankers. It com¬ 
pletes Bp’s major expansion scheme 
for the Grangemouth refinery which 
includes a 57-mile crude oil pipeline 
from Finnart to the refinery. 

BP has arranged a number of 
long-term charters on 200,000-ton 


tankers and some two months ago it 
ordered two for outright purchase 
from Japan. In recent weeks there 
has been speculation that BP mi^t 
be in the n>arket for more giant 
tankers, but a company spokesman 
said that these rumours are without 
foundation. 

The company, with most of its oil 
coming on the long haul from the 
Persian Gulf, has been hard hit by 
the closing of the Suez Canal. Al¬ 
ready giant tankers can make the 
journey more cheaply round the 
Cape and it would he logical to 
expect an acceleration in the com¬ 
pany’s plans for acquiring large 
tankers. 

Orders now would not help the 
existing situation but the Mid^e 
East crisis ha.s demonstrated that the 
Suez Canal i.s still vulnerable, in 
spite of its economic value to Egypt, 
and no one can be sure that it will 
not be closed again in the future. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 

Israel’s claim to 
use of Canal 


Aim of sending boats 

From MICHAEL WOLFERS—Tel Aviv, July 18 

Official Israel sources were today reticent about the purpose 
ot iMael boats in the Suez Canal area, that had caused a complaint 
^Sypt- The boats, described by the Egyptians as landing 
might more fairly be described as motor boats. 

Though as an Israel Army spokesman told me, in the Suez 
Canal any boat could be called a landing craft. 


Another ship 
for Soviet 
force 

From STEWART HARRIS 
Cairo. July 18 

President el-Azhari of Sudan, 
the last of the visiting Arab heads 
of State to leave Cairo after their 
weekend conference, departed 
today for Khartum, where the 
Arab Foreign Ministers are ex¬ 
pect^ to meet within two weeks. 
President al-Atassi of Syria left last 
night for Damascus. 

The arrival tomorrow of Mr. 
Chagla, the Indian Foreign Minis¬ 
ter, is evidence to support those 
who believe that President Nasser 
will keep Egypt on a non-aligned 
course, however dramatic other 
evidence may seem at the 
moment. For example. President 
Nasser saw Mr. Jacob Malik, the 
Soviet deputy Foreign Minister, 
again last night, and the Russian 
Ambassador today. 

Another Soviet destroyer ar¬ 
rived at Alexandria yesterday, 
and Rear-Admiral Moloshov. 
commander of the visiting Russian 
fleet, was expected in Cairo today. 
Within the next six months, ac¬ 
cording to Al Ahram, the Soviet 
Union will be shipping the follow¬ 
ing commodities to Egypt:— 
350,000 tons of wheat, 30,000 tons 
of sugar, 10,000 tons of marga¬ 
rine, 5,000 tons of fats, and Bve 
million cans of meat. 

Tunisia’s advice 

Tunis, July 18.— ^President Bour- 
suiba of Tunisia today urged all 
Arabs to change their policy towards 
Israd in order to gain eventual vic¬ 
tory. He advised a concerted long¬ 
term strategy based on “ pressures 
and concessions in order to break 
the opponent”, but be did not go 
into details.—TRcM/cfA 


I saw several of the boats in 
Sinai yesterday on carriers which 
had taken them overland from 
Israel to the occupied part of 
Egypt. 

Though soldiers in the area said 
preparations were being made for 
the launching of the boats and the 
approach roads were closed to 
civilians. Army sources here said 
there were no indi<^tions of any 
launching. The spokesman believed 
that if boats were launched the 
Egyptians would fire on them. 

Israel's diplomatic view on the 
access to the Canal in present circum¬ 
stances is that if Egypt is to use the 
Canal Israel has the same right 

On this view, the boats are being 
held as a precaution, so that if Egypt 
makes any significant use of the 
blocked Canal, Israel would be in 
a position to show her presents in 
the Canal with armed boats. 

The return of refugees from the 
east bank of the Jordan river for 
compassionate reasons, in advance 
of next month’s main body, was care¬ 
fully managed today. Some 50 re¬ 
turning families were met by a medi¬ 
cal team with four ambulances and 
transport They were given food 
and drink and were interrogated. 

International Red Cross officials 
are distributing 10,000 request forms 
to heads of families of former west 
bank residents and their return will 
await the vetting of the forms by 
Israel authorities. 

Moscow reticent 
on Arab talks 

Moscow. July 18.—Soviet and 
Arab leaders tonight reaffirmed their 
stand that Israel must withdraw 
from occupied territories as the first 
move towards peace in the Middle 
East 

In line with previous statements 
after meetings between Soviet and 
Arab leaders since the war, however, 
there was no mention of agreement 
on ways to force Israel to pull back. 

Colonel Boumedienne and Presi¬ 
dent Arif arrived in Cairo toni^t to 
report to President Nasser on their 
Moscow talks. 

President Nasser met them at the 
airport and took them to his home. 
— Reuter, 
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Another ship 
for Soviet 
force 

From STEWART HARRIS 
Cairo. July 18 

President el-Azhari of Sudan, 
the last of the visiting Arab heads 
of State to leave Cairo after their 
weekend conference, departed 
today for Khartum, where the 
Arab Foreign Ministers are ex¬ 
pected to meet within two weeks. 
President al-Atassi of Syria left last 
night for Damascus. 

The arrival tomorrow of Mr. 
Chagla, the Indian Foreign Minis¬ 
ter, is evidence to support those 
who believe that President Nasser 
will keep Egypt on a non-aligned 
course, however dramatic other 
evidence may seem at the 
moment. For example. President 
Nasser saw Mr. Jacob Malik, the 
Soviet deputy Foreign Minister, 
again last night, and the Russian 
Ambassador today. 

Another Soviet destroyer ar¬ 
rived at Alexandria yesterday, 
and Rear-Admiral Moloshov, 
commander of the visiting Russian 
fleet, was expected in Cairo today. 
Within the next six months, ac¬ 
cording to AI Ahram, the Soviet 
Union will be shipping the follow¬ 
ing commodities to Egypt: — 
350,000 tons of wheat, 30,000 tons 
of sugar, 10,000 tons of marga¬ 
rine, 5,000 tons of fats, and five 
million cans of meat. 

Tunisia’s advice 

Tunis, July 18.-—^President Bour- 
guiba of Tunisia today urged all 
Arabs to change their policy towards 
Israel in order to gain eventual vic¬ 
tory. He advised a concerted long¬ 
term strategy based on “pressures 
and concessions in order to break 
the opponent”, but he did not go 
into details.— Reuier. 
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Row in Delhi 
over Arab 
policy 

Delhi, July 18 

In a bitter debate, with members 
challenging India's pre-Arab 

E licy in the Middle East crisis, 
Gandhi, the Prime Minister, 
was forced to intervene today and 
apologize to Parliament for Mr. 
Chagla, the Foreign Affairs Min¬ 
ister. who had accused an Opposi¬ 
tion member of “ assassinating the 
character of our country ". 

Government's polmy on the 
fire boA die (^podtion and 

Party for wo days, and Mr. Chagla 
was answering a most biting attack 
which cam^rom a Praia StKialist 

Mr. Nath Pal had quesdoued 

S£iS.KS.i\:,S: 

Arab perliUDship poIi» during die 
lEiBe].iArab confli^. In a speech 
applauded by the Opposition and by 
Oovernmem members, Mr Nath 
P^said; “ Aggressioo, like beauty, is 
in the eyes of the seer He accused 
the Government of pursuing a 
[Wliey which had harmed ihs pres¬ 
tige and image of India, reducing 
the United Nations lo helplessness. 
-When the war is over in Sinai 
there will be an epitaj* on one of 
the tombs: 'Here lies the non- 
alimment of India' 

Had India remained impartial it 
could have done something to- 


Arab^^rtisansbip during the wo- 

Personal attack 

Mr. Chagla. stung lo anger by the 
attack, began his reply on foreign 
policy with a personal assault on 
Mr. Nath Pai. He said he had seen 
personal assassination in ihe House 
before, but he tvas “sorry to say 
I liave heard today the character 
assassmason of our countiy indulged 
in by Mr. Nath Pai." 

The Opposilion protested in an 
unroar, shouting down the Prime 
Minister whUe the Deputy Speaker 
insisted dial Mr. Chagla withdraw 
Ills statement After 20 minutes 
Mrs. Gandhi stood up to apologize 

Ott^usly shaken by ihe hubbub 


relations with 

the Middle East,” he declared. 

Mr. Cha^a e.solained this interest 
in terms of trade, oil and straieac 
position, adding; " 11 is essential for 
India to see the Suez Canal remains 
frienrfly." 

Disinusionment 

Esplaini^ why India supported 


ftiiliiacy conquest.'' 

Interjection and uproar continued 
throughout his speech and one mem- 

swear this was an fsraeli Opposition”. 

Disillusionment with India's pro- 
Arab stand in the Middle East crisis 
bas growing lately and is dic- 


‘ 50 killed in gas 
raid on Yemen 

Aden. July 18.—Egypt air¬ 
craft dropped gas bombs on Ihe 
town of Hajjah in north-west 
Yemen last Saturday killing 50 
people, Yemen royalist sources 
said here today. 

They said a further 175 victims 
were classified as ” hopeless " and 
that more than 200 others had suf¬ 
fered severe injuries. 

The sources said that Egypt 
gas raids over Yemen now tolaW 
22 . 

British Intelligence sources said 
earlier this month that 45 people 

Egypt liyu^in bombers dropped 
high explosive and gas bombs on 
Beni Sahm village, south of Wadi 
Khiran.-Rewer. 


Refugees recross 
the Jordan 

From Nicholas Herbert 

Beirw, Juvy 18 

The first Arab refugees to return 
oBidally to Israel-occ^ed leiritory 
crossed the River Jordan today 
under the eyes of the International 
Red Cross. A total of 146 members 


thousands of refugees canie flooding 
*ftcr cS™ ****-^ **'* 
gees arrived in buses on the Jordan 
sdi and filed over family bv familv 
as their names were called out over 

An International Red Cross team, 
|md<^ of *e bridge, cberited the 

Israel speaks of tens of thousands 
of refugees reranting after tlie 
August 10 deadline for filing appli¬ 
cations, but it cesnalns to be seen 
whether the procedures laid down 

Refugees will have to furnish docu¬ 
mentary evidence of dieir identity 
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GAS WARFARE IN YEMEN 


Another report of an Egyptian air 
attack on a Yemeni village with poison 
gas will once again prompt the question 
why the United Nations is not made to 
take action- It has been asked at intervals 
by correspondents in The Times, the 
latest of whom is Lord Dalkeith 
today. To questions in Parliament, Mr. 
George Brown has said that it is for 
one of the Arab countries to take the 
matter up. But obviously they are not 
going to. Not even Saudi Arabia, the 
most nearly concerned, is going to stir 
up an inter-Arab row which would 
divert attention from Israel. Egypt con¬ 
tinues to deny that it is using gas and 
would dispute any evidence produced. 

Herein lies the difficulty. In June, 
just before the Arab-Israel war began, 
the International Red Cross cautiously 
confirmed that gas had been used in 
Yemen. Most people who read all the 
reports—uneven as they are—will be 
more than satisfied with the circumstan¬ 
tial evidence. But proof that will stand 
up in legal proceedings is, in the British 
official view, hard to establish. It is 
almost necessary for an attack to be wit* 
nessed by an unquestionable authority, 
and certainly necessary for the victims 


to be examined soon after being struck 
down. The value of gas as a weapon 
for Egypt is that it can be economically 
and effectively employed against remote 
centres of royalist opposition where 
troops and civilians have no means to 
counter it and little to record it. 

Proof to sustain a case in the United 
Nations, or at The Hague under the 
Geneva convention, is thus hard to get. 
For a charge to be brought, and not 
overwhelmingly proved, could do the 
Yemeni villagers no good. Nevertheless, 
much more should be done to seek such 
proof. It is dangerous as well as dis¬ 
gusting that any country should be 
allowed to get away with a flagrant 
breach of the Geneva convention merely 
because it operates so far from world 
scrutiny. Egypt did not try gas against 
Israel, though Israel’s order of gas 
masks from Germany showed that the 
possibility was recognized. Even so the 
Yemen precedent is full of menace. 
There may be other places where the 
use of gas offers governments a templ¬ 
ing answer to guerrilla activity. The 
behaviour of Egypt, always so quick to 
accuse others of atrocities, needs deter¬ 
mined investigation. 
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POISON GAS IN YEMEN 

From Lord Dalkeiih, Conservative M.P. \ 

for Edinburgh, North \ 

Sir,-—-The letter from Colonel David 
Smiley (July 14) will no doubt have pro¬ 
voked intense feelings of sorrow and in¬ 
dignation among many of your readers, 
despite the admirably calm and unemo¬ 
tional \vay in which he reported the facts 
concerning the Egyptian use of poison gas 
in the Yemen. 

That such an atrocity can be perpetrated 
against innocent Arab civilians by a nation 
with a supposedly enlightened regime 
seems almost incredible. That no one 
should raise a murmur of protest at the 
United Nations, save Saudi Arabia, whose 
muted whispers were ignored, seems still 
more incredible. Yet this is not for lack 
of evidence from the international Red 
Cross and other sources. 

It might be unreal to expect any Arab 
state to rock the boat of Arab unity at 
this delicate moment, but why should our 
Foreign Secretary be content lO wring his 
hands in anguish at the Dispatch Bo.x 
instead of taking some initiative at the 
U.N. ? Even a force of U.N. observers, 
effectively deployed, might suffice to deter 
the Egyptians from committing ^rther in¬ 
human acts of barbarism. And why does 
not Mr. Wilson send a gritty purposeful 
message of protest to President Nasser, 
even if only to show that the British sense 
of justice is not yet dead ? 

And where now are all the self-appointed 
judges of moral righteousness whose voices 
are seldom silent in their condemnation of 
lesser crimes against civilization in countries 
such as South Africa and Rhodesia ? Or 
have world politics reached such a deplor¬ 
able state of imbalance between Left and 
Right that Left-wing governments can do 
no wrong ? And could anything be more 
horriblv wrong than using phosgene and 
mustard gas against women and chiidreh ? 

And where does Egypt obtain her 
supplies of this diabolical weapon ? Does 
she make it herself or is it provided for 
her by the same friendly power that 
provides her with the means for its delivery ? 

These questions need to be asked and 
answered. Surely the right place and the 
right time is the United Nations—NOW. 

Yours faithfully, 

DALKEITH. 

House of Commons, July 17. 
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Egypt pound 
rate doubled 
by Israel 

Tel Aviv, July 18 

Israel has doubled the exchange 
rale of Egyptian pound to the 
Israel pound. From tomorrow 
the new rale will be six Israel 
pounds to one Egyptian instead 
of three lo one. 

Officially ihe reason is to increase 
the purchasing power of Gaza strip 
residents and therefore iheir pur- 
chases from Israel, but unotficially it is 
because the International Monetary 
Fund is reported to have strongly 
recommended such a move when Mr. 
David Horowitz. Governor of the 
Bank of Israel, discussed the situation 
in Washington recently. 

Another move expected shortly js 
the raising of the exchange rale 
fixed by Israel for the Jordanian 
dinar. The present rate in Israeli- 
occupied areas of Jordan is i£7.5 to 
one dinar and the J.M.F. insists it 
should be equal to the pound ster¬ 
ling—that is, I.£8.4. lo the dinar. 
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Printing House Square, London, E.C4. 


Telephone: 01-236 2000 


looking for a start 


Today members of Parliameat in 
Westminster and delegates to the General 
Assembly in New York turn their atten- 
Won once again to the problems of the 
Middle East. They will do this without 
fitly real hope of producing new or useful 
ideas, or even any hope that, if they did 
So, the peoples most concerned would 
listen to them. It is five weeks since the 
main fighting stopped, and nowhere in 
fbe Middle East has there been a change 
cf regime or has a regime changed its 
policy. Most of the time the same people 
say the same things, just as if there had 
never been a war. 

As lime goes by it is going to be in¬ 
creasingly hard to alter any of the fails 
accomplis of the war. IsraeT holds the 
fruits of victory—^Sinai and Gaza, the 
West Bank of Jordan, and the Syrian 
border hills. She could theoretically be 
dislodged by Russian intervention or by 
the sort of extreme American pressure 
■which President Eisenhower used to 
get Mr. Ben-Gurion out of Sinai in 
1956. There is no chance either of these 
happening. Nor is it likely that the 
General Assembly wiU vote for sanc¬ 
tions, or that these could be accepted by 
the Security Council and effectively 
applied. 

So the alternatives appear to be that 
Israel sits tight, or that negotiations of 
a sort start somewhere, when auto¬ 
matically Israel’s territorial gains would 
come into the bargaining. This has all 
along been the Israelis’ position. They 
are interested in two things—^territory 
and recognition. They will talk about 
both together, but not about territory 
alone. As General D.ayan said more 
than a month ago. if the Arabs did not 
want to sit down at a conference table, 
“ then we will simply stay where we 
are ”. 

This being so, time would seem to 
be wholly on Israel’s side. The longer 
the Israelis stay in possession the more 
used they become to it and the more 
used the world will be to seeing them 


there. The Kashmir parallel is an 
obvious one, though there is no sign 
that the Arabs have drawn a lesson 
from it. It is sometimes argued that 
economic pressures will change this— 
that the Arabs will not for ever put 
up with the loss of revenues from oil 
and commerce. But there are plenty 
of examples of a lowered standard of 
living being allowed to drag on for 
political reasons (Moussadek’s Iran, 
Sukarno’s Indonesia), and most Arab 
states could still improve their lot with¬ 
out going to Israel’s conference table. 

Most, but not all. Jordan and Egypt 
have both suffered enormously in land 
and revenues. Jordan, the worse hit, is 
still in a state of shock, but knows that 
it cannot just let events take their course. 
It faces a double threat—that some sort 
of de facto administration under Israel’s 
tutelage will emerge on the West Bank, 
and that the East Bank will be forced 
into political dependence on one of its 
Arab neighbours. Hence King Husain’s 
efforts to stir the other Arab govern¬ 
ments into activity. 

Egypt’s position is much more com¬ 
plex. There is deadlock over the Suez 
Canal. Israel wants it opened to Israel 
ships or not at all, which Egypt still 
refuses to admit. So the world has to be 
ready for a Canal indefinitely blocked, 
or again fought for and perhaps even 
taken over by Israel. 

The elements of an arrangement—if 
not of an actual settlement—which would 
at least give the Middle East some 
appearance of order can be seen from 
London and New York, and probably 
from Moscow too. What nobody has 
yet been able to see is the first step 
towards such an arrangement. If Israel 
took the initiative, and outlined what it 
would give in return for at least tacit 
recognition, some Arabs would probably 
listen. In the long run a policy of Just 
holding by force what it has gained by 
force would be only too likely to lay 
the seeds for a new explosion. 
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HINT OF APPROACH 
TO ISRAEL 

Mr. Chagla meets President Nasser 

From STEWART HARRIS-Cairo, July 20 


“ There doesn't seem any pros¬ 
pect of any advance to final settle¬ 
ment until Israeli troops are with¬ 
drawn ”, Mr. Chagla, the Indian 
Foreign Minister, «aid here today 
after meeting President Nasser. 

He was speaking in his suite in 
the Nile Hilton hotel before flying 
to Yugoslavia for talks with 
Marshal Tito. 

“You look happy, sir,” I said. 
” Does this mean Egypt is still very 
much non-aligned ? ” 

With proper contempt for any 
innuendo in the question, he said 
firmly: ” The United Arab Republic 
is non-aligned, socialist, and progres¬ 
sive.” 

A cease-fire and a withdrawal 
could not by themselves solve 
problem which has resulted in three 
wars in 30 years, but the longer with¬ 
drawal is delayed the longer a settle¬ 
ment would t^e. 

When it was suggested that secret, 
indirect soundings would have to take 
place long before a withdrawal. Mr. 
Chagla agreed that Israel could not 
withdraw overnight 

There were mechanics involved in 
the business, he said. Meanwhile 
there was notWng to prevent the 
Security Council from discussing the 
problem before withdrawal. 

I got the feeling, however, that he 


was acknowledging that private, 
secret talks might be useful, even at 
this stage, with Arab leaders. 

Muhammad Mahgoub, Prime 
Minister of the Sudan, and Mr, 
Malik. Deputy Foreign Minister of 
the Soviet Union, also left Cairo 
today. 


Russian show of 
frustration 

From KYRIL TIDMARSH 

Moscow, July 20 
Soviet frustration at the United 
Nations General Assembly’s failure 
to secure an Israel withdrawal from 
captured Arab territory was evident 
in an oflBcial Tass statement tonight 
Further collisions brought about 
by Israel’s ‘‘ impudence and irres¬ 
ponsibility ”, it said, ran the risk of 
widening hostilities and threatening 
international security. Israel was 
seeking to gain permanent posses¬ 
sion of the occupied territories, and 
the western powers were opposing 
adoption of a withdrawal resolution 
in the United Nations because this 
would mean abandoning their aggres¬ 
sive purposes. 
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vtvAuvtfai vy ptopugandy 

machine thal Bricain and Ihc United 
Stales had intervened in the Ecypi- 
Israel war- Within hours that charge 

There are. 1 think, sighs of a re¬ 
covery of poise, but neverihelevs 
tjw warning must be given-thal 
If this kind of irresponsibility is 
going to govern iniernalional rela¬ 
tions. then there will be no peace. 


s more, ihc chief victims wiii 
new and developing nations. 


Caase and source 

. What was the cause <1 


Duel for succession 

A criticism of the defence White 
Paper was that the J-l.OlWm. »as 
called the general and not ilie 
Foreign Secretary's concept of the 
strategic foreign policy of Britain, 
which had taken second place. 

The Government, in spite of ihc 


Foreign Secretary on 
decision to leave 
Singapore and Malaya 


nizable foreign policy ai all unless 
he was cxiremely careful. 

MR. GEORGE BROWN. SesTc- 
lary of Stale tor Foreign Aflairs (Bel- 
per. Lab.l. said the world situaiior., 
beset as H was by wars and dangers 
of escalation of wars called more 
surely tlian ever for an elteclive 
ivorld auThoriiv. There was only one 
praclical road to that goal—lo mate 
^e^most they could of the United 

Thai is why ihe basis of our 
foreign policy (he said) is to give 
wholehearted support lo the United 
Nauons, to back it up. to be guided 


The United Nations in the 
Middle East had provided the means 
of dealing with the immediate prac¬ 
lical problems of Ihe cease-fire and 
of refugees, and it was still ihe 
oig-aniaaiion which provided the 
essential diplomatic Irameworlc 
within which a leitlcmeni of the 
Atab-lsrael dispute could and should 


ottend Egypt. 

MR. A. L. WILLIAMS iHoin- 
church. Lab.) said there should not 
be a complete wiihdiawal from 
Singapore. A balance of power 
against China in which local forces 
would eventually play the major 


be reached. 

The Security Council 
lake the problem back 


that it led to the corthusion that 
Ihc w-orld tvas in a severe malaise 

Who fomented riots and brink¬ 
manship in Hongkong ? 

Who en^neered the near-takeover 
in Indonesia ? 

Who compelled India to consider 
arming herself with nuclear 
weapons ? 

Who, wlieti the rest of the world 
ined to find a peaceful solution .o 
the Middle East situation, osten¬ 
tatiously armed Syria and Egypt for 
the purpose, openly advertised, of a 
second round of war -) 

Who undermined the authunty 
of newly independent Governments 
lit Africa, saying that ihc continent 
was ripe for revolution ? 

Who had turned the evolutionary 
process of emancipation of colonial 
territories from colonial rule into -a 
mad economic, political, amJ 

^ Wh o financed revolutions ihrougii 

And who prevented the United 
Nations from effective peacekeeping 

The answer, rcluclani as one is 
to say so Ihe conlinuedi, is that 
these policies are fomented in the 
one c-ase by the Soviet Union or 
m Ihe other by Communist China. 


irnntent would play iu foil pan in 

In Ihe present disturbed silualion 
in the Middle East, they must be 
particularly concerned about the 
stability and security of the Persian 
Gulf. The long-term aim was lo 


our obligations. But I would I 
10 correct one widespread ir 
apprehension—our forces are i 
in the Persian Gulf simply to p 


Obligations to Seato 


why Britain had constantly and 
consislenlJy supported the admis¬ 
sion of China to the United 
Nations, and would continue to do 
so. China, by her behaviour in 
diplomacy and her attitude to Ihe 
United Nations, seemed to be her 


Gas in the Yemen 


MR- ELDON GRIFFITHS (Bury 
St. Fulniunds. C.) said many .Ameri¬ 
cans no longer felt sure that they 


What ihey think behind the k 
words (he saidi is that Britair 
beginning isi seiile behind a li 
England policy, a policy of give 


>Vay to influence 


- Really” ) I take Ihc view that 
this is the right way to approach 
It. I do not think I would help by 

our initiative- 

,MR. THORPE (North Devon. 
I..).— Is the Foreign Sccreuiry 
seriously suggesting that the 
Republican Government of the 
Yemen is going to raise al Ihe 
United Nations Ihe fact that poison 
gas is being used in its support 
tOpposition cheers.) 

MR. BROWN,- -Dierc are other 
Governmenis who arc coiiecmcd. 
fhere are other Governmenis 
nearer situation ihan we arc. 


10 Seato would be progressively 
altered In nature and in siac. This 
■vould be worked out in detail over 
coming months. 

They -would have discussions with 
Ihe Governments of Singapore and 
Malaysia about how they would 
nicel their obligations there—which 
was, after ail. to help in iheir -ex¬ 
ternal defence. 

Wc shall be givtug significant— 
and J ^derlina the word significant 

Malaysia to enable them lo adjust 
affairs the said). 

Wc recognize that the countries 


It through summit 
relationships- hosy- 


iouih Vietnam, Britain should say 
a the .Ams-rican allies that it they 
ncrcaseil rapidly Ihc number of 
roops they had in South Vietnam 
here would oc escalation of Ihc 

Wc should disvioaic ourselves 
he said) from this furihcr invofve- 
iient. in the -atme nay as in Ihe 


not adetiuately fill iu Such action 
by the Government was asking fur 
nicre-ascit pressure on Ihc peoples 
of that area and increased instability. 

The Foreign Secretary was ne¬ 
glecting the example of one of his 
great predecessors in his own partv 

would he walk naked into'*e*^'u? 
cil chamber. Briiarn was steadily 


MR. MALCOL,M M.ACM1LL.AN 
(Western Isles. Lab.) said that there 
was grave danger of Greece being 
swept behind Ihe fascist curtain of 


ingly preoccupy herself with Asia-i 
affairs, and allow her links with 
Europe to languish. 

.MR. W. T. RODGERS. Under¬ 
secretary, Foreign Oflicc (Stochton- 
on-Tccs. Lab.), said foreign policy 


Peace for the asking 


In view of the inlemion to slash 
the Army and Air Force the deci¬ 
sion to scrap Ihe aircraft carrier 
seemed almost inexplicable- 
"nte Goyern*cni-s proposals 


Tile Governmcni-s proposa 
lacked credibility in relation to ti 
commitments accepted which. . 


a poKitiial enemy. In ihU respeci, 
the White Paper caused consider¬ 
able anxiety. 

The Government were right to 
give priority to the security of 
Britain and the securiiv of the con¬ 
tinent of Europe. With the consent 
he thought of the'majoriiy of both 
parties Britain's purpose was to 

Europe, economically and politi¬ 
cally. and, he noted, the Foreign 
Secretary had lately added, mili- 

Tlte ialter concepi could only be 
advanced gradually, the Idea of an 
intcgraied European defence force 
not being acceptable to France Re- 
duclion of forces in Germany would 
only be acceptable to Germany if 

It should not be impossible to 
ivork out the special relalionship 
wilh the United States with the 
cooperation of the French and 
Americans and. perhaps, with .i 


gradually. The Foreign Secretary 
was right when he mentioned the 
possibility of Europe taking 
a greater responsibility fur its own 

"The use of gas by the Egyptians 
was nothing short of an inter- 
nauoual scandal in that it had not 
been taken up actively in the 
United Nations. It svas almost as 
great a scandal that the British Gov¬ 
ernment would not initiate action 


SpecioiLs argument 


in the Government's calculations 

^ One arguments for wiih- 

(he said) is that countries of'somh- 

East Asia are more likely lo get 
their independence if European and 
United .States protection is r^oved 
Would anyone who believed that 
say it lo the Tibetans > Would Ihey 
gel the people of Malaysia, who 
knew that if Britain had not pro¬ 
tected them Indonesia would have 


When that day came, he hoped they 
would protect themselves in a secti- 
nly system of Asian for Asian. 
This was why he was eonsianily 
urging the Foreign Secrelary ,o 
make the initiaii-vc to get an Asian 

The Prime Minister and ihe 
Secretary of Stale for Defence were 
jointly responsible for the security 
of Britain aod Britain's role in the 
world. They were leaving Ihe 


There was now the formidable 
problem of reesiabllshing Indo¬ 
nesia's economy. Together wiih her 
other western friends Britain was 
taking pari in a scries of inicr- 
nalional meetings to deal with this 
The enormous potential in south¬ 
east Asia could only be developed 
in an almospherc of peace. The 
major obstacle to that was the war 
A solution had not been found 
bec-ause no one liad managed to 
create conditions of confidence in 

take balanced steps towards nego- 


briiig down llw ntiliury junta i 


Stephen Cbrkc and his colleagues 

litem more credible in tliis country, 
■fhe peace of Europe, starling m 
Cyprus, could be threatened so 
long as the military junta was 'n 

VISCOUNTLAMBTON iBcriMCk 
upon 'lyvced. C.l said that gas 


On this basis (he said) wc hoi 
that our relations with China ma 
return to their previous footing, i 
Ihc mutual' benefit of China, ou 
selves aod Hongkong. 

China was one of the gre; 


of her friends. 


Haste over Companies Bill 


MU.DARLING.Ml 
Board of Trade, wh 
third reading, apoiog 


Relations with China 

h.id spilled over into foreign'affairs in 
China. There was the serious question 
of the position of her Majesty's repre¬ 
sentatives at Ihe British mission >ii 
Peking, which had been the object 


The House would join w-iih him 
in paying tribute to the courage 
shown by the British Charge 
d-Affaires and staff in the trying cir- 
eumslanccs. There was a growing 
tendency on the part of Ihe Chinese 
Govemmeni to flout internationally 
long-accepted principles on diplo- 
malic immunily. He found this 


minded the Chinese Governmi 
of Iheir obligations and had t 
mistakably lold them that Ihey a 


reach double figures - who had 
taken pan in the report stage dis¬ 
cussions during the night uongia- 
lulalcd Mr. )ay. President of the 
Board of Trade, and Mr. Darling 
for the way they had handled the 
Bill. MR. CORFIELD (Gloucester¬ 
shire, South, C) who had led for the 
Opposition on the Bill, expressed 
briefly the di.quici fell by himself 
and his colleagues at having been 
forced to consider so imporUnt a 

Bill through the night. 


•m- THE FINAI, WEEK 

Bill 

ons MB. CROSSMAN. Lord President 
1.1 the Council (Coventry. East. Ub.) 
so announced Ihe following business for 








to maintain peace and security 
ponsibililies to Hongkong, and lake 


•MR. MICHAEL SHAW (Scar¬ 
borough and Whitby, Cl recalled 
that when the Bill came originally 
from the Lords it had contained 45 
clauses. It was now a I2^lause 
Bill, after 27 meetings of the Com- 


ihai a Bill of this character which 
IS based on the Jenkins report of 
1962. and which has had a dummy 
run through this House during the 
previuus Parliament, should have 
been so dramatically changed during 
its progresshe said. 

A plea was mads by MR. TEMPLE 
iCiiy of Chester. C) that if the 
Lords made any amendments to the 
Bill the Commons would not afier- 


“ sk I. -■""o “ r, Sail: 

HOUSE OF COM.MONS 
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ILLEGAL WAR METHODS 

From Lord Brotjkway 

Sir,—It is true that some investigations 
were made, under United Nations auspices, 
into the allegation that methods of war¬ 
fare are being used both in the Yemen and 
Vietnam which are against international 

law. 

Egypt denies that it is using poisonous 
gas in the Yemen, but the International 
Red Cross appears to have confirmed that 
it has done so. International law has no 
authority if no tribunal acts when allega¬ 
tions of breaches arc made. If Egypt is 
innocent it is in her interests that an inves¬ 
tigation be made. If Egypt is guilty it is 
tn the interest of the world that any breach 
should be challenged before it becomes 
accepted practice. 

The American forces in Vietnam have 
also been charged with using methods which 
are contrary to international law. These 
allegations are current throughout the 
world and it is in the interest of America 
that they should be authoritatively investi¬ 
gated. One further issue arises. Methods 
of warfare are now being adopted which 
have been developed since international 
prohibitions were laid down. Is it not time 
that a new code was chartered ? 

Yet. when this has been said, a sense 
of futility remains. Can war be 
humanized ? 

Yours, &c.. 

BROCKWAY. 

House of Lords, July 19. 


Gas in the Yemen 

From Lord Lambton, Conservative A/J*. for 

Berwick-on-T weed 

Sir,—I would like to support tlie letters 
of Colonel David Smiley (July 14) and Lord 
Dalkeith (July 19), concerning the use of 
gas in the Yemen, whose interior I visited 
last February. 

I would not have thought, sir, that it 
would have been difficult to sustain and 
prove the use of gas either at The Hague 
or the United Nations. The proof has 
always been there. But instead of seeking 
It out the British Government has appar¬ 
ently purposely closed its eyes to this 
flagrant violation of the Geneva Conven¬ 
tion. And, as Lord Dalkeith pointed out, 
many Labour Members of Parliament 
appear to hold two standards, maintaining 
that nothing that a Right Wing Govern¬ 
ment can do is right, and nothing that any 


so-called Left Wing Government, even if 
It IS in fact a military dictatorship, can do 
i.s wrong. 

Perhaps the rnost unpleasant aspect of 
Egyptian aggression in the Yemen is that 
gas has been used frequently, not against 
frorit line troops, but against villages hun¬ 
dreds of miles from the area of combat 
mainly inhabited by women and children, 
whose husbands and fathers are in many 
cases in the Royalist army. Its purpose 
has been to discourage men from fighting 
by letting them know the results of their 
volunteering would be the death of their 
wives and children, who they know are 
without any means of defence and in many 
cases shelter. 

There can be no arguments that condone 
mis type of warfare. There can be no justi¬ 
fication of the British Government’s avoid- 
ance of this subject, caused apparently by 
Its determination not to offend President 
Nasser. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, your 
obedient servant. 

u , LAMBTON. 

Hou^c of Commons. 


VIETNAM ADVERTISEMENT 

From Miss Margaret Gardiner 

Sir,—I’m delighted to find that the adver¬ 
tisement on Vietnam that I was instru¬ 
mental in organizing and that was signed 
by 71 well-known Americans has now 
evoked a reply which will have netted quite 
a tidy little catch of dollars for this country 

But I’m puzzled to know whv these 
“ thousands of citizens of the Midwestern 
Untted States and the city of Chicago, 
Illinois” who clubbed together—volun- 
Uyily—to pay for this illiterate and clichiS- 
ridden document should have chosen to 
remain so completely faceless. There surely 
must have been at least one among them 
who could have taken open responsibility 
for their statement, as well as credit for that 
arduous body count and the adding up of 
alj those small contributions ? It was a for¬ 
midable task—unless, of course, be had 
access to a computer. 

But perhaps, after all, it wasn’t quite so 
formidable; perhaps the task was lightened 
by some sizeable contribution from a source 
that they would prefer not to disclose and 
which it was convenient to mask in a gen¬ 
eral anonymity. I wonder. 

Yours faithfully, 
MARGARET GARDINER. 

35 Downshire Hill, N.W.3. July 16. 
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Egypt War 
Minister 
replaced 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Cairo, July 21 

President Nasser today named 
Amin Howeidi, Egyptian Minister 
of State, as War Minister. He 
takes over from Abdul Wahab al 
Bishri who had held the post since 
the cabinet reshuffle of June 19. 

Howeidi is a former army officer 
and Ambassador to Morocco and 
Iraq. He joined the government 



Amin Howeidi, Egypt’s new 
War Minister. 


for the first time in 1956 when he 
was appointed Minister of 
Guidance. 

Muhammad Hassancin Hcykal, 
editor of the authoritative newspaper 
^1 Alirain. today reiterated his call 
for an Arab summit conference to 
adopt unified action in the Middle 
East crisis. The recent meetings in 
Cairo of the heads of Iraq. Syria and 
Sudan had been necessary, as they 
involved leaders of the Arab countries 
which had been directly afl'ectcd by 
the Arab-Isracl war. 

But other Arab states should join 
in fomiing a single front embracing 
the entire Arab nation, Hcykal said. 
He called on the Arab countries to 
reconsider [heir relations with other 
states and to open new avenues for 
putting their cause. 
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Visa delay over 
sick captain 

BY A staff REPOKTUR 

The Port Line was waiting for 
visas from Egypt last night to allow 
a replacement crew to be sent to the 
vessel Port Invercargill, stranded in 
the Suez Canal with a seriously ill 
captain. The company applied sev¬ 
eral days ago for permission to send 
a relief crew but there appeared 
to have been a hold-up in Cairo, a 
spokesman said. 

He did not know the gravity of 
the condition of the master, Captam 
Harry Conby, aged 50, who is rr- 
ported to have been recommenced 
for emergency treatment by an 
Egyptian doctor. 

He and 43 of his crew have 
been on board the Port Invercargill 
in the Great Bitter Lake for more 
than six weeks, since the Canal was 
blocked during the Middle East war. 


KiuoMA, Tanzania. —Five African 
sailors drowned when an oil-carrying 
barge being lowed down Lake 
Tan^\iyika during a fierce storm 
capsized and sank 3,000ft. to the 
bottom. 
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President Nasser: Oar gravest 


Old guard 
must go 
—Nasser 

FROM JEAN PIERRE JOULIN 
Cairo, July 23 

President Nasser, in a nation¬ 
wide broadcast today on the 
fifteenth anniversary of Egypt’s 
revolution, said the generation of 
leaders produced by it had to give 
way to new faces, and the military 
elite which had come to power 
after the revolution must return 
to civilian life. He said the task 
before the " old guard ” was 
beyond its capacity, and " the 
obstinacy of our generation in 
keeping the reins of power will 
prevent the renewal of the people 
and the appearance of new 
leaders. 

" If the front line created by the 
1952 revolution succeeds in 
returning to civilian life, that will 
be the greatest victory of the revo¬ 
lution ”. the President said. “ Our 
generation has provided leaders 
for the transition period. What is 
necessary now is that other gene¬ 
rations step forward t© take their 
place in the government of the 
country.” 

Referring to “ the gravest crisis 
that our revolutionary action has 
faced ”, the President said one 
reason for it was that “ im¬ 
perialism's role this time was 
subtler than it had been in 1956 ”. 

•‘Indeed, we must face it, im¬ 
perialism was able to camouflage 
skilfully its role in this aggression, 
leaving only its fingerprints. But. 
from such evidence, to affirm that 
imperialism was caught in the act 
—that is another question.” 

Israel battalions 

President Nasser declared: 
"The crisis started with Israel’s 
threat to invade Syria, and it was 
clear that Israel was working for 
powers which did not intend to 
tolerate progressive forces in this 
region.” He added that Cairo was 
first informed by Damascus that 
IS Israel battalions were massed 
on the Syrian frontier. The Egyp¬ 
tian Government checked these 
reports and found chat there were 
“13 battalions” on the Syrian 
border. 

President Nasser said that, on 
June 2, he foresaw Israel would 
attack in 48 to 72 hours, and told a 
meeting of the Egyptian high com¬ 
mand that the first attack would be 
aimed at their air force. “The 
commander of the Egyptian Air 
Force was present ”, he stated. 

He said tonight that he would 
not talk of the causes of the 
military setback suffered by Egypt. 
It would be the people’s task to 
distribute blame when the " battle 
with the enemy ” was finished— 
■■ but, to be sincere with myself, 
I must admit that in the last 
analysis the responsibility falls on 


Suez Canal losses 

He then seated that there was 
only one path ahead of them— 
that of continuing the struggle, 
which would be political and also 
economic. “ The Suez Canal is 
closed and we are losing more 
than llOm. foreip pounds due to 
the closing of this waterway... . 
Our enemies say we will die of 
hunger. That is not true.... We 
will economize and we will find 
the necessary currency to buy 
wheat, while sacrificing less im¬ 
portant imports.” 

He criticized the attitude of the 
Saudi Arabian press and radio, 
which, he said, had “ incessantly 
attacked the and re¬ 

proached its President for having 
submitted to the orders of Presi¬ 
dent Johnson and Premier Kosy¬ 
gin, and for not having taken the 
initiative in military operations”. 

The Middle East news agency 
said President Nasser’s speech was 
being transmitted to America via 
Telstar .—Agence France Presse. 
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LIGHTER SIDE OF GATHERING NEWS 


PLEASURES OE A CAIRO CRISIS 


“ From the chief censor, to wish 
you good luck ”, said the message 
I received on returning to the 
hotel on my last night in Cairo. 
Where else in the world but Egypt 
would a chief censor do such a 
thing ? 

One of the other censors used 
to bring me copies of The Times, 
which he got and 1 did not, be¬ 
cause somebody else (also a 
charming censor) presumably 
abstracted them from my mail, on 
official instructions. It was irri¬ 
tating, but anyway I liked meeting 
him for luncheon in the little 
Egyptian Cultural Club, where he 
always brought a beautiful girl, 
different every day, and a breeze 
from the Nile cooled everything 
off. but warmed the beer. This 
club is a joy, because it is just as 
friendly as Egypt and full of every 
conceivable foreigner, much more 
U.N. than the real one in New 
York. 

Unthinking machine 

Life today can be really worrying 
for Egyptians with western con¬ 
nexions or relations, and some have 
been imprisoned, often for absurd 
reasons, by a machine which does 
not think; but there are places where 
Egyptians can f^l quite safe and free 
to talk, and this is a blessing for a 
fordgner trying to understand their 
country. 

Friends are easy to make among 
an emotional people, but ffiey fed 
they cannot ask you home, and are 
shy of being seen in public 
restaurants with foreign friends. 


By STEWART HAREUS 

Telephones are tapped: but the office 
is safe enough, which means that an 
easy-going correspondent searching 
with increasing irresolution for news 
is likely to spend two hours in some¬ 
one's office, drinking Turkish coffee, 
listening a lot, tallang a bit, and 
finally discovering with a shock that 
the deadline for London copy is get¬ 
ting very close. 

The other thing to do m Cairo if 
you arc a foreign correspondent t^- 
mg to fill in time is to seek specific 
information from some public ser¬ 
vant You meet a lot of delightful 
people this way. 

I also spent some time in the 
Muggama, where an unusual breed 
of Egyptian is being evolved, with 
thoroughly unpleasant ways, because 
this is the building where public ser¬ 
vants consider applications in a state 
which pretends to be socialist 

Scribes under umbrellas 

It is very big and has been mis¬ 
placed in Liberation Square. Outside, 
under beach umbrellas, sit a number 
ot scribes who coach the fellahs 
through their application forms and 
there are also enterprising photo¬ 
graphers taking little shots to go on 
the forms. Inside, it is like some 
ancient London railway station on 
the eve of August Bank holiday. 

I do not recommend the Muggama. 
but I did manage to bring tears and 
a smile to tljs face of a colonel who 
lives there, by embracing him. This 
was after a dear old English la^, 
resident in Egypt 37 years, got a 
return visa, which meant that she 
could dare to take her holiday in 
Stanmore. 

Now a list of the other things 
to do in Cairo if you are a foreign 
correspondent feeling frustrated. 


Look at wall posters. My favourite 
shows Israel in the form of a black 
beetle crawling inland across the 
coast towards two enormous Arab 
boots, one raised to kick. Swim or 
ride an Arab horse at the Gezira 
Club; in the pool you meet long 
distance swimmers practising in 
oggles and in the riding school some 
orsemen training under Captain 
Ibrahim. Go to Groppi's and watch 
old ladies eating ice cream and gos¬ 
siping in French, or prls being 
watched by grateful men. Play 
snooker in the Turf Club, a small, 
bewildered dugout, founded very 
likely by Kitchener, Cromer and 
Gordon; the silver says *' by appoint¬ 
ment” and yet the inevitable Presi¬ 
dent looks on as we eat steak and 
whisper. Sit in the Semiramis Hotel 
and observe a table of quiet Russians 
drinking beer and feeling far from 
home and taking quick looks at two 
superbly chic Algerian girls—nice 
people to be helping. 

For adventure 

For adventure, take a taxi-cab or 
a number 8 bus to the Pyramids. Five 
of us wcnt*together. The Observer, 
the Daily Mail and the Daily Express 
rode horses, the B.B.C. and The 
Times rode camels. If you want some 
peace, then walk along the Nile 
comichc at dusk and see the families 
who have come from their crowded 
city to breathe by their river, to sit 
on the green grass it gives them, and 
just to look at it. They eat their 
supper here, buying it from men sell¬ 
ing corn cooked on charcoal, or 
b^ns, or platc-likc bits of bread with 
salad. These are quite poor people, 
getting poorer, finding life a little 
harder day by day, and yet not notic¬ 
ing the Hilton hotel. 
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Arabs agree 
to discuss 
summit 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
Cairo. July 24 

The Foreign Ministers of all 
Arab countries have agreed to 
meet in Cairo on August 1 to dis¬ 
cuss united action against Israel. 
Reliable Arab sources said they 
would also consider plans for call¬ 
ing a meeting of Arab heads of 
i state and Prime Ministers, 
i The Foreign Ministers are expected 
i to work cut plans for a complete 
' economic boycott of Israel and a 
I total ban on oil exports to the United 
I States and Britain. Arab sources 
said they would also consider with¬ 
drawing Arab funds from American 
and British banks. 

In his speech last night President 
Nasser emphasized the necessity of 
holding an Arab summit. The 
political, economic and military 
struggle to eliminate traces of Israel's 
aggression was not Egypt’s alone, but 
that of every Arab, he said. 

Egypt re-arming 
says Mr Eban 

BY OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Mr. Abba Eban, the Israel Foreitm 
Minister, who is passing through 
London on his way home from the 
United Nations, said at a press con¬ 
ference yesterday that according to 
Israel information about half the air 
strength and rather less of the 
armoured strength of the Arab states 
had been restored. 

" It was never Israel's policy to 
have an arms race ”, he said, “ but if 
there had to be one, Israel was 
determined not to lose it.” 

He said he wished to rule out an 
armistice which could be a 20-year 
monstrosity. What Israel wanted was 
a normal pattern of international re¬ 
lations with the Arabs. ** I don't mean 
affection ”, Mr. Eban said, “ but 
peace as a juridical concept.” 

UN statement on 
Middle East 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS 

CORRESPONDENT 

New York, July 24 

Now tliat the United Nations 
General Assembly has, in effect, con¬ 
fessed defeat by handing the Middle 
East conflict back to the Security 
Council for further consideration, 
observers here are asking what new 
action can be expected. The answer 
at present seems to be: None. 

Today a United Nations spokes¬ 
man said no request had been re¬ 
ceived from any quarter for an early 
meeting of the council. Neither the 
Arabs nor the Soviet block seem in 
any hurry to start another round of 
fruitless debate, while Israel is, of 
course, standing pat until die Arabs 
are prepared to talk about recog¬ 
nition as well as withdrawal. 

In effect, the stalemate coatimies. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 


Nationalists agree 
to Aden talks 


Telegram sent to UN 

From IBRAHIM NOORI—Aden, July 25 


National Liberation Front 
(N.L.F.) announced today that it 
was prepared, if asked by the 
United Nations committee on 
colonialism, to send a delegation 
to the United Nations or any- 
where else for talks on the future 
of South Arabia, which is due to 
become independent on January 

The announcement came as Sir 
Humphrey Trevelyan, the British 
High Commissioner for Aden and 
South Arabia, left London for 
New York to talk to the three- 
man United Nations mission on 
Aden. 

This is the first time that the 
N.L.F., which in recent months 
has clearly b^en stealing the show 
from its rival, the Egyptian- 
backed Front for the Liberation 
of Occupied South Yemen (Flosy) 
has publicly taken a positive step 
to agree to talks while at the same 
time maintaining its anti-British 
violence in Aden. 

Today’s announcement came in 
a leaflet entitled Flaming Hills 
and datelined Crater, the scene 
of a bitter battle with British 
troops last month. 

The N.L.F. said it was prepared 
to send a delegation only after it was 
certain that the British would carry 
out the United Nations resolutions 
without reservations and with an un¬ 
derstanding of the “ revolution It 
said it had already sent a telegram to 
the chairman of the committee on 
colonialism in this connexion. 

Sir Humphrey’s journey to New 
York should have left no doubt with 
any political organization here about 
Britain's determination to seek the 
help of the United Nations in solv¬ 
ing the South Arabian problem. The 
presence of Abdul Qawee Mackawee, 
^e Flosy secretary-general, in New 
York last week is believed to have 
influenced the N.L.F.’s move. 

Only four days ago, the N.L.F. 
sent a telegram to the committee on 
colonialism to say that because of 
recent developments in South Arabia 
it was unable to attend meetings in 
New York, and vowed to continue 
the “ revolution 

The next day the N.L.F. issued a 
leaflet calling upon President Nasser 
to intervene to allow N.L.F, leaders 
who have been detained in Cairo for 
more than 10 months to leave Egypt. 

‘Bayoomi plot’ 

It said that the continued detention 
of N.L.F. leadere was not only affect¬ 
ing the nationalist movement but also 
the N.UF.’s activity in the inter¬ 
national sphere. 

, In its leaflet today, the N.L.F. said 
It would reject and resist any solution 
or compromise the United Nations 
mission might reach with the High 
Commissioner or any other party 
without the N.L.F. “the people's 
true representative”. Britain, finding 
herself defeated and in a dilemina, 
was now resorting to the United 
Nations to seek a way out, it said. 



Sir Humphrey Trevelyan, High 

Commissioner in Aden, leaving 

London yesterday for talks in. 

New York with the United 

Nations mission to South Arabia. 

Referring to the June 20 mutiny 
in the ranks of the South Arabian 
forces, the N.L.F. leaflet said that 
the High Commissioner “hasten^ 
to advise” (he South Arabian 
Federal Government to ask Husain 
Ali Bayoomi to set up an interim 
administfation. When the N.L.F. 
exposed the “ Bayoomi plot ” by kid¬ 
napping one of the seven people who 
had agreed to join the Bayoomi ad¬ 
ministration, Britain found no way 
out but to resort to the United 
Nations. 

Mr. Bayoomi has not yet been able 
to obtain the approval of the Federd 
Supreme Council (Cabinet) to his list 
of candidates. Since it was sut^tted 
last week there have been intensive 
discussions between the Federal 
Ministers. 

A federal ministerial delegation 
flew to Beihan for consultations with 
Sharif Husain bin Ahmad al-Habili, 
the South Arabian elder statesman, 
who from his desert fastness seems to 
be wielding power in Aden. The 
delegation had hardly returned when 
Mr. Bayoomi flew to Beihan today 
to talk with the Sharif. 

Arabs shot dead 

These crucial meetings will deter¬ 
mine the fate of the Bayoomi 
adnunistration, which is intended to 
replace the eight-year-old Federal 
Government. Sir Humphrey’s able 
handling of the South Arabian 
political problem has, after all, 
actively stirred a stagnant situation. 

An unidentified Arab today 
machine-gunned to death two Arabs 
at a bus stop, and stray bullets also 
wounded the driver and conductor 
of a bus in the Shaikh Othman 
district Another Arab was wounded 
by a grenade thrown at a British 
security patrol in the same area. 
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EGYPT PRESSES FOR 
CANAL RIGHTS 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT-Tel Aviv. July 26 


The impasse over the supervision 
of the Israel-Egypt cease-fire and 
navigation in the Suez Canal re¬ 
mained unresolved today after a 
meeting here between General 
Odd Bull of Norway, U Thant’s 
representative for cease-fire affairs, 
and General Moshe Dayan, the 
Israel Defence Minister. 

The Egyptians have baulked at 
fixing a cease-fire line and have 
threatened to shoot Israel craft navi¬ 
gating the Canal, while insisting on 
the right of Egyptian craft to use the 
waterway. The Israelis want a cease¬ 
fire line running either through the 
middle of the canal or along the 
respective banks, with the canal itself 
a sort of no-man’s water. 

Small craft sail 

General Dayan had agreed earlier 
to General Bull’s proposal that both 
sides refrain from using the canal 
for navigation, but he was informed 
today that the Egyptians had rejected 
it 

Egyptian sabotage has blocked the 
waterway to commercial navigation, 
but both sides have sailed small craft 
along the coasts. The Israelis have 
several boats in the water but have 
not sailed them since General Bull 
made his proposal last week. 

The Egyptians have sent boats to 
service foreign freighters stranded in 
the Great Bitter Lake without Israel 
interference. Otherwise no move¬ 
ment has been observed here. 

Israelis appeared sanguine about 
tensions on the Suez front General 
Rabin, Chief of Staff, said this 
w'cek; “ It is much easier to defend 
the country from the present lines 
than it was before the war.” 

An aspect that delights Israelis is 
that for the first time in the 19 years’ 
history of Israel-Arab border fric¬ 
tion, there is no Israel city, village 
or settlement within range of enemy 
guns. 

On the domestic front, there was 
an impasse in the political struggle 
for the future leadership of Israel 


and the central committee of the 
ruling Mapai Party adjourned last 
night without voting on proposals to 
merge with the Ahdut Haavodah and 
Rafi Parties. 

There is no opposition to a mer¬ 
ger with Ahdut Haavodah, but there 
are difficulties about an agreement 
with Rafi, whose leaders have hardly 
concealed their intention of captur¬ 
ing the party from within and re- 
placing Mr, Eshkol as Premier by 
General Dayan. 

Israel tests of 
British tanks 

By CHARLES DOUGLAS-HOME 

DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT 

Two British Chieftain tanks are 
coming to the end of rigorous evalua¬ 
tion trials in Israel. The Israel Army 
has been testing the 45-ton battle 
tank—which is being delivered to 
armoured regiments in the Rhine 
Army with a view to augmenting 
their mixed force of Centurions, 
Shermans, and French AMX tanks, 
all 20 years old or more. 

The tanks were not actually com¬ 
mitted to battle during the war last 
month because the Israelis are more 
interested at present in testing their 
handling characteristics and be¬ 
haviour in the Middle East climate 
and terrain. The tests have been 
going on for several months and 
their results are awaited with interest 
in Britain, where the only available 
material concerns a limited desert 
trial undergone by the Chieftain last 
year in South Arabia. 

The Israelis almost certainly want 
to buy more Centurion tanks—armed 
with the 105mm. British-made gun 
which proved so successful in the 
desert campaign. They also appear 
to be keen to acquire a limited 
quantity of Chieftains, which cost 
about £95,000 each, to equip their 
armoured divisions with at least a 
few units of the latest generation of 
tanks. 
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ALGERIANS ON ISRAEL BORDER 

SYRIA GOING ON TO WAR FOOTING 

From PETER NICHOLS—BEIRUT, July 27 


Syria is to have its Government 
reorganized in the next few days 
on a war footing, according to 
press reports here. The Syria 
border is still closed to British and 
other western visitors. 

The reshuffle is understood to mean 
that Dr. Nureddin Atassi, the head 
of state and secretary-general of the 
governing Baath Party, is to take 
over the Prime Minister’s ofiSce. 

The reports say that his new Gov¬ 
ernment will include representatives 
not only of the Baath Party but of the 
other “ nationalist and progressive ” 
forces in Syria, with the principal 
mission of facing “ the present situa¬ 
tion and mobilizing all efforts for 
eliminating the consequences of 
aggression, as well as foiling im¬ 
perialist schemes for striking at the 
nationalist regime in Syria and in 
other liberal Arab states”. 

The “ progressive forces ” are 
not identified and it is not clear 
whether the Syrian followers of 
President Nasser will now be in¬ 
vited to a share of responsibility even, 
if the Baath Party keeps control over 
the important Ministries. 

King’s intentions 

On the face of it the Syrians are 
doing much the same as other Arab 
countries in the aftermath of the 
war with Israel. President Nasser 
has already formed a new Cabinet 
and Iraq has done the same. Jordan 
almost had a new Cabinet a week 
ago, but at the last moment King 
Husain decided to ask Mr. Saad 
Jumaa to remain in office. 

This was interpreted as meaning 
the King had not yet made up his 
niind what he wished to do, did not 
yet wish to reveal his band, or had 
not found the ministers ready to deal 
with a changed situation. 


If the news from Damascus is 
confirmed. Dr. Atassi will become 
the third head of state in the Arab 
world to lead his own government. 
The others are President Nasser and 
Colonel Houari Boumedienne, who 
is chairman of the Algerian Revo¬ 
lutionary Council as well as Prime 
Minister. 

The connexion need by no means 
be regarded as fortuitous. For a 
week now the rumours have been 
strong here that a detachment of 
Algerian troops went at the begin¬ 
ning of last week to Syria. Origin¬ 
ally the figure was given as 400. In 
popular estimate, it has grown to 
several thousands. 

They are said to be quite heavily 
armed, more than for simple guer¬ 
rilla warfare. The point of interest 
is why they have been sent to Syria. 

Doubts on summit 

Only one explanation seems 
rational. Colonel Boumddienne is 
now openly regarded as President 
Nasser’s rival for the leadership of 
the socialist element in the Arab 
world. His dipdvantage was that 
he had no physical contact with the 
centre of die Arab struggle which, 
quite obviously, is on the borders 
with Israel. 

Syria, with its left wing, anti-west 
regime, was the place in which to 
put right this lack. The Algerian 
leader now. it seems, has some forces 
of indeterminate strength near the 
Israel border. 

According to popular rumours, 
they have been there for about a 
week. They have done nothing 
except let it be known that they are 
there. 

The Arab frame of mind is still 
confused. It is now far from certain 
that the summit meeting of all the 


Arab leaders will take place. On 
balance today it looks as if it will not 
The chances of a summit will provide 
much of the matter for discussion of 
the Arab Foreign Ministers, who arc 
due to meet in Khartum on Mon¬ 
day. 

A great deal has been heard of the 
plan discussed by the United States 
and Jordan which envisages the 
withdrawal of Israel troops from the 
territory taken last month in 
exchange for a peace treaty to 
include Israel’s right to free passage 
through the Suez Canal and the Gulf 
of Aqaba. This plan was repeated 
yesterday by the retiring Jordan 
Ambassador in Washington, who 
commended it personally—and 
courageously—in an interview. 

The lines of this agreement have 
already appeared in the pro-Egypt 
press here, but expressed in such a 
way as to suggest that the Americans 
were being peremptory in their 
demands and refusing to listen to 
anything but complete acceptance, 
and were thus inviting rejection. 

There is evidently a long way to 
go before a genuinely influential 
Arab ruler—^and for the moment that 
means President Nasser—could 
accept to cut through the webs of 
prejudice and agree to any such offer. 

Small touches of hope can be 
found in such reports that King 
Hussain, in his secret speech to the 
Jordan National Congress on Tues¬ 
day, said President Nasser had asked 
him not to break relations with 
Britain and the United States: that 
contacts at official level between 
Arab ^untries and the United States 
are said to be continuing: and that 
President Nasser, in his speech at 
the weekend, said pointedly, that he 
was not opposed to discussions with 
the United States. 
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PARLIAMENT—continued from page 5 

Moves to open Suez Canal 


SIR ALEC DOUGLAS-HOME 
(Kinross and West Perth, C.) asked 
the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs for a statement about the 
opening of the Suez Canal to in¬ 
ternational shipping. 

MR. GEORGE BROWN (Belper, 
La'b.).~As the House is aware, the 
Canal is blocked between Port Said 
and Ismailia, as well as to the south 
of Ismailia, and it is also obstructed 
between the Great Bitter Lake and 
Suez. 

I deplore that no steps have yet 
been taken by the United Arab Re¬ 
public authorities, either alone or 
in conjunction with others who are 

willing to help, to start work on 
clearing the obstructions. The con¬ 
tinued failure to take these steps Is 
clearly contrary to the intentions 
of the Constantinople Convention 
of 1888. 

This is not a matter which affects 
this country alone, I am in close 
touch with the governments of other 
countries affect^, and am consider¬ 
ing with them how we can create 
conditions to get the canal opened 
as soon as possible to the shipping 
of all nations. 1 have discussed 
this matter with the Egyptian De¬ 
puty Prime Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and with the Israeli Foreign 
Minister. 

I have also made it clear in the 
United Nations General Assembly 

that in our view any settlement of 
the problems of the Middle East 
must cover the right of free and 
innocent passage through the canal. 
As the House knows, the United 
Nations is urgently tackling these 
problems; and in this connexion the 
stationing of United Nations ob¬ 
servers in the area is a useful first 
step. 

SIR A. DOUGLAS-HOME.—Is 
it not a fact that Egypt recognizes 
the jurisdiction of the International 
Court in these matters? Is there 
not something to be said for taking 
out an injunction against Egypt 
requiring them to reopen the 
canal ’? 

MR. BROWN.—There are diffi¬ 
culties in taking that course. If l 
may remind the right hon. gentle¬ 


man he was in my job before, and 
he did not accept the responsibility 
or agree to accept the authority of 
the International Court in matters 
affecting this kind of situation. 
(Ministerial cheers.) 

I am a little inhibited by the 
decisions made by predecessor 
Governments—(Opposition cries of 
protest)—but, apart from that, 1 do 
not think this would be a very 
good course to pursue. I think we 
are doing better in the way we are 
currently acting. (Opposition 
laughter.) 

SIR A. DOUGLAS-HOME.- 

Might I release the Foreign Secre¬ 
tary from any feelings of inhibi¬ 
tion he might have—(Opposi¬ 
tion laughter)—and will he give one 
more thought to this matter ? This 
seems to me to be the proper way 
to proceed. 

MR. BROWN.—When one is in 
Opposition it is easy to release the 
Government of the day from the 
inhibitions which previous Ministers 
place on it. 

The British Government, in the 
past, has, I regret to say, put the 
very inhibitions on the use of the 
International Court which would 
allow Egypt to claim that these in¬ 
hibitions were used by us. 

But that apart, we are much more 
likely to achieve the purposes we 
both have in mind by pursuing the 
political steps we are now making. 

MR. THORPE (North Devon 
L.) asked how many British 
nationals w'ere still in the Bitter 
Lake. Were the southern 
approaches blocked structurally or 
politically ? When was the Foreign 
Secretary going to do something 
more about this than just con¬ 
sideration and talk ? 

MR. BROWN said the number 
of people in ships in the Bitter 
Lake was not that many. In the 
last three days a Canadian diplo¬ 
mat visited the ships to sec the 
masters and the crews, and he 
satisfied himself about their condi¬ 
tions. 

We are in touch with the owners 
about replacing crew members who 
want to come home (he said) and 


this will be done. On the physical 
obstructions in the south, I do not 
think it is physical in the south 

MR. PAGET (Northampton, 
Lab.). — The time is rapidly 
approaching when we should say 
to Egypt &at if she continues to 
refuse to perform her international 
obligations and oi«n the canal we 
will ask the Israelis to do it in the 
course of their operations. (laugh¬ 
ter and cheers.) 

MR. BROWN.—'That is the kind 
of remark which, though it might 
go down all right in here, creates 
many additional difficulties else¬ 
where. (Ministerial cheers.) 

What we have to do is to create 
the climate in which we can not 
only open the canal but enable 
some other changes to take place 
in that part of that area. 

MR. HEATH (Bexley, C.).—We 
understand the political difficulties, 
and realize it may take a con¬ 
siderable time to resolve them. 

The Foreign Secretary appeared 
to confirm in one of his answers 
that there was no physical obstruc¬ 
tion in the canal to the south of 
the Bitter Lakes. We believe this to 
be true. 

Will he confirm this, and. if it 
is the case, will he confirm that 
there can be no justification in 
international law for these ships 
being detained by the U.A.R. in 
the Bitter Lakes ? 

MR. BROWN.—1 am glad of the 
opportunity to put right something 
1 said earlier which may be mis¬ 
leading. 

There are physical obstructions 
south of the Bitter Lakes. If I 
said something which might have 
sounded differently I am sorry. 

There arc to our certain kno^ 
ledge physical obstructions to the 
south of the Bitter Lakes. It :s 
physically blocked there as well as 
in the north. 

The point I was trying to make 
was that clearing these physical ob¬ 
structions will be a fairly short-run 
and simple an-angement It is clear¬ 
ing the political difficulties which 
will take time. 
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Israel blames Jordan for 
refugee problem 


From DAVID SPANIER—Jerusalem, July 28 


Israel is not trying to drive Jor¬ 
danians out of the captured area 
of the west bank of the river. Its 
present etforts are directed, in fact, 
towards restoring the areals econo¬ 
mic and social fabric. The Israel 
Government completely rejects the 
charges made in The Times yester¬ 
day by two M.P.s visiting Jordan, 
Mr. Ian Gilmour and Mr. Dennis 
Walters. 

What particularly upsets the 
Israelis is that these British M.P.s 
refused the chance to visit the west 
bank and see for themselves what 
the Israelis are doing. It is claimed 
they spent only two or three hours 
near Jericho. 

“ We have not driven out anybody 
from the west bank, we have not 
asked anybody to leave ”, the spokes¬ 
man for the Foreign Ministry told 
me today. “We recognize there is 
suffering on the other side and people 
are miserable and we are ready tor 
the refugees to return." 

Keeping out terrorists 

To this end Israel authorities pro¬ 
duced forms to get entry permits. 
When this procedure was rejected by 
the Jordanians, because of fte Israel 
stamp on the forms, the authorities 
suggested, through the Red Cross, 
that direct talks be held with Jordan. 
So far. however, there has been no 
Jordanian reply. 

An Israel official told me, during 
a tour of the west bank yesterday, 
that the purpose of the forms was 
deliberately to exclude the return of 
known terrorists and commandos, 
who have, in time of peace, given 
Israel border settlements such 
trouble. 

The exodus of Jordanians from the 
west bank is now of the order of a 
few hundred a day. Israel sources 
said that this is partly for economic 
motives—people have bank accounts 
which they wish to use—or for 
family reasons 

They have to sign a form stating 
that they are leaving of their own 
free will. The_ Foreign Ministry 
spokesman described this as emigra¬ 
tion so far as the present scheme was 
concerned. The future course of 
events could not yet be predicted 

When I visited the AUenbv Bridge 
I found a scene rather different from 
diat noted by the two M.P.s, but I 
was, of course, on an official Israel 
tour. One Jordanian had come 
down with furniture which he was 
sending over to his relatives. Arab 
porters were on hire, an4 other 
Jordanians crossed over easily 
enough. 

Life^ in the west bank towns such 
as Jericho and Bethlehem (which is 
doing a roaring tourist trade) seems 
tranqil enough. The Mayor of 
Hebron, who has been under severe 
criticism from Amman for staying 
on, described Israel cooperation as 
extremely good. He said that the 
whole town had been saved from 
destruction, although many pcoeple 


had been expecting to have their 
throats cut 

“The Government, in all honesty, 
has not yet settled its policy for the 
west bank ”, the Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. so it is absurd 
to claim that we are trying to e.xpel 
the Jordanian population. The only 
point which we have made is that we 
want direct negotiations with Jordan 
to resolve the whole question. There 
is no decision apart from this. Far 
from pushing them out. we are try¬ 
ing to develop the economic life of 
the area and have spent over Sim. 
(£357.000) so far.” 

He cited the restoration of public 
services including resumption of 
work on road and building projects. 

Camps ready 

Behind this rosy picture, however, 
it is obvious that there has been much 
hardship. This is what war is like, 
and the Israelis would say that it was 
the Jordanians who started it 

Nevertheless, refugee camps on the 
west bank are in good condition, 
often better than the Jordanian vil¬ 
lages themselves. Mr. Jeff Cassels, a 
senior British official w'orking for 
the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency, told me that the 100,000 
people who left these camps—out of 
430,000 refugees registered on the east 
bank—could return immediately if 
agreement could be reached between 
Jordan and Israel. 

‘ We went into Israel as the deviPs 
advocates,’ and leading article, 
page 11. 

Egypt arrest 
inquiry 

BY OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Reports that Mr. Brown, the 

Foreign Secretary, has received a 

request from Lord Lambton for an 
invesdgation into a possible British 
security breach in C^ro were con¬ 
firmed by the Foreign Office yester¬ 
day. 

The request for an investigation 
was based, it is understood, on the 
evidence of Squadron Leader Hindle 
James, who was dragged out of bed 
and interrogated by the Egyptian 
police on June 6. In ffiis interroga¬ 
tion, Squadron Leader James alleges, 
the police disclosed that photo¬ 
graphic copies of correspondence be¬ 
tween himself and the British 
interests section of the Canadian 
Embassy in Cairo (through which 
Britain’s relations with Egypt arc 
conducted) and possibly of other offi¬ 
cial documents were in the possession 
of the Egj'ptian police. 

Foreign Office representatives yes¬ 
terday said that a reply w'ould be 
sent to Lord Lambton after the 
matter had been considered. It is 
thought that a reply will be sent in 
the next day or so, and that this is 
not a case of any serious security 
breach. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 


Cairo seeks Yemen 


support costs 


Threat of withdrawal 


From IBRAHIM NOOSI—Aden, July 30 

Egypt has told Yemen that it will be forced to limi t its opera¬ 
tions in the five-year-old civil war unless the Republican Govern¬ 
ment makes a substantial contribution towards maintaining the 
estimated 25,000 Egyptian troops, according to a broadcast today 
by the Government-controlled South Arabian radio. 

The Egyptian message was said to have been delivered to Mar¬ 
shal Abdullah al Sallal, the Yemen President, by Ahmed Shukri, 
the Egyptian envoy in Sana. The President was said to have been 
told that Egypt would have to restrict operations to Sana and 
Hodeida province on the Red Sea unless help was provided. 

The radio said that Shukri also 
asked for a Yemen tribal force to 
defend Maydi and Haradh, towns 
near the Saudi Arabia border 
which were recently recaptured by 
the Egyptians from the Royalists. 

Postponement sought 

Marshal Sallal was said to have 
flown to Taiz on Thursday to ask 
tnbal leaders for cash and volunteers, 
but to have returned empty-handed. 
He had asked Egypt to postpone its 
withdrawal plans until he could seek 
help from the Arab Foreign Ministers, 
who are due to meet in Khartum 
on Tuesday to deal with the after- 
math of the Middle East. 

According to informed sources, 
Egypt this mouth sent 70 aircraft, 
including 10 liyushin-M bombers, to 
Rahaba and Raudha airfields north 
of Sana, where the Egyptian 
garrison has also been reinforced. 

Egyptran and Republica'a forces 
were said to have suffered heavy 
losses in recent operations. In a battle 
last week in the Hajja area, west of 
Sana, the Royalists were said to have 
inflicted more than 200 casualties. 

Seven Egyptians were reported to 
have been killed when troops with 
armoured cara were called in to 
quell a riot by 3,000 prisoners in a 
Sana gaol. Nineteen prisoners and 
four warders were also reported 
killed. 

Banks reopen 

Aden. July 30. —Three British 
banks reopened for business today 
after security was tightened in 
Steamer Point, Aden’s shopping area. 
The Eastern Bank, (bartered Bank, 
and British Bank of the Middle East 
closed yesterday to protest agaivist 
what they call^ inadequate protec¬ 
tion for their expatriate staff,— 
Renter. 


Chicago.— ^Women car drivers are 
expected to outnumber men drivers 
in the United States within the next 
10 years, according to an American 
oil company report 


More efforts 
by UN team 
on Aden 


FROM ERIC BRITTER 

New York, July 30 

The three-man United Nations 
special mission to Aden, headed 
by Dr. Manuel Perez-Guenrero 
(Venezuela), has announced that 
by resuming hearings in Geneva, 
it intends to continue its efforts to 
ascertain what part the United 
Nations can play in promoting 
independence for Aden and South 
Arabia. 

A statement by the mission says 
ff»at after its recent “ fruitful ” meet¬ 
ings in New York with a delegation 
of the^ Front for die Liberation of 
Occupied South Yemen (Hosy), it 
had announced that it would pursue 
its consultations in accordance with 
its mandate. 

Subsequently, the mission met for 
three consecutive days last week with 
Sir Humphrey T-evelyan, the British 
High Commissioner for Aden and 
South Arabia. The talks are under¬ 
stood to have been fri^dly and frank 
Sir Humphrey has now returned to 
Aden via London. 

Now -the mission says it considers 
it important to have further meet¬ 
ings with the elements concemecL 
For their convenience, these meet¬ 
ings will start at the European office 
of the United Nations in Geneva on 
August 11. 

It is not yet known, here whether 
the National Liberation Front 
(N.L.F.) of Aden, which had stated 
that it wouild be prepared to give 
evident if requested, will send a 
delegation to Geneva. Tarhntcally, 
the request for a hearing before the 
mission should come from the N T F. 
and not from <the mission. 
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Israel link with 
Jordan possible 

New west bank policy 

From DAVID SPANIER—^Jerusalem, Aug. 1 


The Government’s decision to 
make the Israel pound legal tender 
in the occupied west bank of the 
•Jordan, as from today, alongside 
the Jordan dinar, marks the open¬ 
ing of a new phase in Israel policy. 
Its objective appears to be to bring 
economic and social life in the 
west bank as far as possible back 
towards normal, during a long if 
not indefinite period of occupa¬ 
tion. 

In the other occupied areas. 
Sinai, the Gaza Strip, and the 
Syrian heists, the Israel pound 
will be the only legal currency. 
The different system for the west 
bank, with its acceptance of Jor¬ 
dan money, implies the keeping 
open of the possibility of econo¬ 
mic cooperation with Jordan at 
some future date. 

The capture of the west bank 
took Israel by surprise after the 
war. Judging by all accounts, the 
high command did not expect 
Jordan to attack. Perhaps this was. 
a misjudgment by the Israel intel¬ 
ligence service. 

Tourists pour in 

At any rate, if the conquest and 
occupation of the Old City of Jeru¬ 
salem and the whole west bank area 
was unexpected, it was also from the 
Israel viewpoint a heaven-sent bonus 
from the war against Egypt. In this 
first period of euphoria, which lasted 
for about six weeks, the administra- 
Uon had no very clear idea of whai 
• it was trying to do. 

Israel tourist coaches poured into 
the west bank towns in ^eir scores, 
and they are still doing so. Far from 
being an area of military occupation, 
the west bank was and is being 
treated like a gigantic carnival for 
day trippers. 

A whole series of local adminisitra' 
five decisions had to be taken. The 
surpluses of farm produce had to be 
taken off the market, road and water 
works were set in hand, an attempt 
was made to get the schools to re¬ 
open after the summer holiday, and 
so on. 

It became increasingly clear that 
any hopes of direct talks with other 
Arab countries, and in particular 
with Jordan, were not going to be 
realized very quickly, if indeed at 
all. As Mr. Abba Eban, the Foreign 
Minister, put it in the Knesset yes¬ 
terday: “There are only two alter¬ 
natives now. a continuation of the 
present situation or its replacemfnt 
by a slate of peace.” 

Political decisions 

Accordingly, it would seem that 
the Israel Government came to the 
conclusion, given the prior condition 
that Israel was not going to withdraw 
without a full guarantee of her 
future security, that an overall policy 
must be worked out for the west 
bank. In the first place this means 
shoring up its shattered economy. 

While decisions have been made 
on a day-to-day basis by the occupa¬ 
tion authorities, the Civil &rvice in 
Jerusalem has been making a longer 
term study of the economic and social 
problems of administering the west 
bank. There has been no official 
announcement about policy; but it 


seems fair to suppose that, beginning 
with die decision to in.troduce the 
Israel pound as legal currency, Israel 
will more and more assume respon¬ 
sibility for the welfare of the west 
bank. 

Political decisions, notably die 
rights of the inhabitants, mtist neces¬ 
sarily be left to later, when it In¬ 
comes clear if Jordan is willing to 
hold direct talks. Israel feelings 
about Jordan seem, on the whole, 
decidedly open and not hostile. King 
Husain is seen as the victim of his 
own misjudgment rather than a 
sworn enemy of the Israel state. A 
deal could be made. 

This is not to say that hardliners 
in the Government would not like 
to absorb the whole west banL some 
for security and some for emotional 
reasons. No doubt they would. But 
whereas that kind of decision cannot 
be taken yet, remedies for the eco¬ 
nomic ills are urgent. 

The scarcity of monetary liquidity 
was becoming acute. Arab residents 
cannot draw on their banks. At the 
same time, traders are taking Israel 
pounds with alacrity, and cashing 
what dinars they have at black mar¬ 
ket rates. Israel presumably con¬ 
sidered introdudng a special occu¬ 
pation scrip but this would have 
seemed only tempora^. It is pro¬ 
bably in the expectation of a long 
stay on the west bank that the Israel 
pound has been made legal tender. 

Indian charges of 
brutality 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

Delhi, Aug. 1 

An Israel tank in Gaza deliberately 
fired on an Indian Unef (United 
Nations Emergency Force) vehicle 
from five yards and then deliber¬ 
ately squashed the driver to death 
knowing that he was a member of 
the United Nations, India alleges in 
an aide memoire handed to the Israel 
consul general in Delhi today. The 
Indian Government “ categorically ” 
rejects the Israel apology that Indian 
soldiers serving with Unef during the 
hostilities in Gaza were killed 
accidentally. 

The aide memoire adds that on the 
basis of the reports of the United 
Nations Secretary-General, and the 
information given by officers and 
men of the Indian Unef contingent, 
there can be no doubt that, leaving 
aside the acddental death of three 
Unef staff on June 6, the Israel 
forces on five occasions deliberately 
attacked Indian Unef staff, killing 11 
and wounding 24 

The Indian Government maintains 
fliat there is first hand, undeniable 
evidence to show that the Israelis 
attacked the Indians deliberately 
knowing that they were memb^ of 
Unef. 

The Times of India today attacked 
the Indian allegations, saying that 
the Secretary-General’s report does 
not bear out the charges of wanton 
attacks. The Washington correspon¬ 
dent of the newspaper sa3rs that the 
only possible explanation for the 
charges is “ the Indian anxiety to 
uphold the thesis that the Israelis 
are dreadful pwple and that the 
Arabs are their innocent victims 
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ARAB MINISTERS MEET 
IN KHARTUM 


Khartum, Aug. 1.— The Arab 
Foreign Ministers’ meeting 
opened here today with a call by 
the Sudan for a United Arab front 
against “Zionist - imperialist 
aggression 

Mr. Muhammad Ahmed 
Mahgoub, the Sudan Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister, 
told the meeting that concerted 
action should be decided on to 
“ wipe out all traces” of this 
aggression. 

Mr. Mahgoub appealed to the 
Foreign Ministers to work out a joint 
Arab plan of action for approval by 
an eventual Arab summit. 

The meeting is being held here to 
try to achieve a more solid Arab 
front against Israel and countries 
such as Britain, the United States and 
west Germany, which have been 
accused by some Arab states of help¬ 
ing Israel in the Middle East war. 

It will also see if there is enough 
general agreement to hold a con¬ 
ference of Arab heads of state in the 
near future—^August 10 is one date 
suggested by Sudan. 

Today’s meeting of Foreign 


Ministers was delayed six hours 
because the Algeria and Morocco 
delegations were not here in time for 
the opening. The Algerians were 
not present when the meeting finally 
started, but officials said they were 
expected tomorrow. 

This is the second formal Arab 
Foreign Ministers* meeting since the 
Middle East war. The first was in 
Kuwait last month and ended 
indecisively. , 

Since then there has been a “ little 
summit ” in Cairo of Egypt, Algeria, 
Syria, Iraq, and Sudan. 

Strict application of the oil em¬ 
bargo against Britain and the United 
States and demands for a break in 
diplomatic relations with <hem are 
among the questions due to come up 
at the Khartum meeting. 

Observers believe the meeting 
could develop into a tug-of-war on 
the degree and extent of sanctions 
against Britain and the United States. 

A number of Arab states, such as 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Libya, 
have already let it be known that the 
oil embargo, for one, is becoming an 
increasing burden on their treasuries. 
— Reuter, 
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Foreign Ministers of the Arab countries at the opening of their conference in Khartum, where 
they are seeking to consolidate their front against Israel. 

EGYPT READY TO PROPOSE 
YEMEN CEASE-FIRE 


The proposal of a cease-fire in 
Yemen, that the United Arab 
Republic plans to present before 
the Arab Foreign Ministers’ con¬ 
ference, would entail 'the with¬ 
drawal of Egyptian troops from 
that country, authoritative sources 
said today. 

Pulling out the 20,000 Egyptian 
soldiers, who are now thought to 
be deployed in Yemen, the sources 
say, would result in much needed 
budget savings and would help to 
offset Egypt's losses during the 
June fighting with Israel. 

But it might also drastically 
curtail President Nasser’s influence 
in Yemen and in South Arabia, 
and hence his stature in the Arab 
world. 

The sources, who declined to be 
idenfffied for publication, said 
Muhammad Riad, the U.A.R. 
l oreign Minister, would propose the 
a,nmstice as a ^ture of concilia¬ 
tion to Saudi Arabia. 

Jidda agreement 

Arab diplomatisu said that if Saudi 
Arabia accepted the cease-fire, pros¬ 
pects for an Arab summit conference 
would be greatly enhanced. 

Mr. Riad’s intentions were 
disclosed after rumours—’prompted 


)m ERIC PACE, Khartum, Aug. 

by Cairo press reports—that Egypt 
had already put the Yemen proposal 
before the conference, which con¬ 
vened here yesterday. 

Mr. Riad reportedly plans to 
propose the reactivation and complete 
implementation of the two-year-old 
Yemen cease-fire pact known as the 
Jidda agreement. 

The agreement envisaged beside 
a phased withdrawal of Egyptian 
forces, the formation of a national 
caretaker government and the hold¬ 
ing of a plebiscite among Yemen’s 
tribesmen to decide on a permanent 
government. 

Oil embargo 

There was no immediate comment 
on prospects for a cease-fire from 
the Saui Arabian delegation here, 
one of 13 delegations attending the 
conference. But thCTe were reports 
in the Sudanese press that King 
Faisal had expressed willingness to 
take part in an Arab summit con¬ 
ference. 

Mr. Riad, when asked about the 
prospects for a pull-out of Egyptian 
troops, said merely: “There is the 
Jiddah agreement.” He did not 
elaborate. 

A discordant note was sounded in 
the conference today when delegates 
of Iraq and Morocco called for the 
resumption of Arab oil exports to 
the United States and Britain. 
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Ahmed el Ira^u, the chief Moroc¬ 
can delegate, said that the economic 
effects of the embargo were a mere 
“ scratch on the hand ” to the United 
States and Britain but a “ deadly 
cancer” to Arabs. 

Statements by the two delegates 
marked the end of the virtual 
unanimity among Arabs in support 
of the oil embargo. 

The oil embargo is one of several 
anti-Western measures that the con¬ 
ference is expected to discuss in its 
efforts to create an atmosphere of 
solidarity among the Arab slates and 
thus to pave the way for a summit 
conference .—New York Times News 
Service. 

Mr Maudling in 
Amman 

Amman, Aug. 2.—Mr. Reginald 
Maudling, deputy leader of the Con¬ 
servative Party, visited refugee camps 
here and was received by King Husain 
this evening. 

Mr, Maudling, who arrived here 
earlier today from Saudi Arabia for 
a two-day visit to Jordan, had talks 
with Dr. Hatem Zu’bi, Minister of 
Economy, and Mr. Kassem 
al-Rimawi, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives.—Rewrer, 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 


Egypt accepts UN 
Suez proposal 


One-month ban on boats 


From MOSHE BRILLIANT—Tel Aviv, Aug, 3 

Egypt today followed Israel’s lead in agreeing to stop the move¬ 
ment of its boats in the Suez Canal for a period of one month. The 
agreement was negotiated by General Odd Bull, United Nations 
representative for cease-fire affairs, during his latest visit to Cairo. 


Deadline set 
for leaving 
Libya 

BY OUR DIPLOMATIC 
CORRESPONDENT 

An announcement broadcast 
from Libya yesterday said that 
Libyan and British delegations 
met on Tuesday in Benghazi to 
discuss arrangements for the 
evacuation of British forces. The 
two sides agreed that the evacua¬ 
tion and the handing over to the 
Libyan Government of military 
installations should be completed 
in not more than six months. 

The Libyan Government has 
emphasized its readiness to pro¬ 
vide all facilities required, so that 
this may be accomplished as 
planned. 

The withdrawal of British troops 
from Libya has been a gradual but 
steady process. The latest announce¬ 
ment carries it an important stage 
further What troops and installa¬ 
tions in the region are to be with- 
draw'n or transferred is not entirely 
clear. 

In 1965 and 1966 all troops were 
withdrawn from Tripolitania, but 
there is still an armoured car recon- 
naisance regiment of about 4.50 men 
in Benghazi. It seems certain that 
this will now be withdrawn. 

Other British forces in Libya are an 
infantry company of about 120 men 
at Tobruk, a small local headquarters, 
and an R.A.F. staging post at El 
Adem, with a strength of about 1,000. 

Tripoli, Aug. 3. —Negotiations 
on the future of the United States 
Wheelus air base in Libya will begin 
on August 10 when a six-man Libyan 
ream, will met an American delega¬ 
tion in Tripoli .—Associated Press, 

Oil discount ended, page 15. 


The canal has been blocked to 
navigation since the Israel con¬ 
quest of the Sinai peninsula, when 
the Egyptians scuttled ships in the 
waterway. Israel forces on the 
west bank and Egyptians on the 
east bank have sailed small craft 
along their respective banks and 
there have been a number of 
clashes. 

General Bull proposed the month’s 
standstill on July 27 in letters to 
Jerusalem and Cairo requesting a 
general cessation of military activity 
on the waterway. The Israelis 
accepted last week and General Bull 
has now returned to Jerusalem from 
Cairo with Egypt's acceptance. 

The Cairo agreement provides for 
the operation of tenders under the 
auspices of the canal authority to 
supply the 14 foreign ships blocked 
in the waterway. General Bull will 
now seek Israel’s agreement to this 
arrangement, and no difficulties are 
foreseen. 

Under an arrangement negotiated 
by the International Red Cross, 
Eg^tian ferries crossed the canal at 
El Qantara today to repatriate some 
500 women, children and elderly men 
caught by the war in the Gaza strip. 

Doctors stay 

Twenty Egyptian doctors and 30 
nurses remained in Gaza under an 
arrangement between the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency 
and the Israel military governor. 
Israel holds some 5.000 prisoners of 
war, while Egypt holds about a dozen 
Israel servicemen. The Israelis want 
the Egyptians to include civilian 
prisoners in the exchange and the 
International Red Cross has been 
unable to work out an agreement. 

On the Israel-Jordan front there 
was shooting for the third day near 
the Damia bridge. Israelis said 
Jordanians fired across the river this 
morning at a patrol, and there was 
a sporadic e.xchange of light fire for 
20 minutes. 
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Israel plans development 
of Jordan’s west bank 

From DAVID SPANIER—Tel Aviv, Aug. 3 


After the Army's victory, the 
economists go into action. Israel’s 
plans for developing the west bank 
of the Jordan are now going 
ahead. 

Within two months of the 
occupation, the experts have 
analysed the area’s economy, 
drawn up their blueprint for 
reforming its agriculture, and 
begun to lead the local popula¬ 
tion in putting it into practice. 

The Israel appreciation falls into 
two parts. In the immediate situation, 
the first aim has been to get the daily 
routine of farming going again, make 
dispositions for next season’s crops, 
and prepare the way for longer range 
structural development. Beyond this, 
the authorities intend to be ready 
with contingency plans for the time 
when a political decision is taken 
about the future status of the west 
bank. No one knows how long the 
interval will last. 

The agricultural planning is under 
the charge of Mr. Ariel Ammiad, 
director-general of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and a former staff officer 
of General Dayan. The problems 
of the west bank, particularly in irri¬ 
gation, are of exactly the same kind 
which Israel has been tackling for 
developing countries; but this is the 
first time that Israel expertise has 
been exported in a Middle Eastern 
setting. 

Economically, it appears that 
Israel is treating the west bank and 
other occupied areas as separate 
entities, apart from Israel itself. Thus 
the policy for the west bank is 
directed towards restoring its normal 
of life, for the support of its 
inhabitants. The intention is to main¬ 
tain prices at the same level as existed 
in Jordan before the war. 

The Arabs are reported lo be 
cooperating. In the first place, their 


action was motivated by fear. Now, 
so it is sa;d, it is based on under¬ 
standing. Half the population of 
945.000 (less the exodus of new 
refugees) depends directly on the 
land for its livelihood, and a further 
proportion on activities related to 
farming. 

On way to Arab 
summit 

Kh,\rtum, Aug. 3. — Mr. 
Muhammad Ahmed Mahgoub, the 
Sudan Prime Minister, said today 
the Arab Foreign Ministers’ con¬ 
ference here hoped in a short time 
to prepare an agenda for an Arab 
summit meeting. 

Observers saw the statement by 
Mr. Mahgoub, the conference 
spokesman, as confirmation that 
the conference had in fact 
succeeded in agreeing on a summit 
meeting. 

Mr. Mahgoub, speaking after this 
morning’s closed session, said the 
conference was moving toward a 
hopeful end. Conference sources said 
the summit was expected to be held 
here. 

The Foreign Ministers, meeting 
for the third day. app^red to be 
devoting all today’s sessions to pre¬ 
paring for the summit. They did 
not appear, however, to be taking 
concrete decisions on the different 
problems listed on the agenda for 
the Foreign Ministers’ conference. 

A suggestion to create a com¬ 
mission of three Arab countries to 
supervise implementation of the re¬ 
vived agreement was attributed to 
Sudan. This proposal would pro¬ 
vide for Egypt and Saudi Arabia 
each to nominate a country. The 
third member would be chosen by 
the other Arab countries. 
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CAIRO CALL TO RENEW 
LINKS WITH US 


Cairo, Aug. 4. —Muhammad 
Hassanein Heykal, editor of the 
authoritative Cairo newspaper 
Al Ahram and a personal friend 
of President Nasser, wrote today 
that it was essential for Egypt to 
have diplomatic relations with the 
United States. 

Cairo severed diplomatic rela¬ 
tions with the United States last 
June because of Washington’s 
alleged support of Israel during 
the Middle East war. 

The editor said that diplomatic 
relations with the United States were 
essential to balance the United Arab 
Republic’s international policy. 

“ A head-on clash with the United 
States was. and still is in my opinion, 
an error which we cannot afford and 
for which we are not equipped.” 

Even the Soviet Union, which was 
hundreds of times stronger than the 
United Arab Republic, avoided a 
head-on clash with the United States. 
Similarly China was avoiding open 
intervention in Vietnam, despite 
United States provocation. 

After abandoning the present 
method of a head-on clash with the 
United States Cairo should imitate 
the tactics of a Spanish bullfighter, 
Heykal wrote. 

“If the bullfighter butted the bull 
he would be killed because the ani¬ 
mal is far stronger. But through 
courage, skill and swift movements, 
the fighter ends up by killing the 
bull.” 

The Suez Canal could be opened 
within three months of the decision 
to clear it being given, an article in 
Al Ahram said today. The news¬ 
paper said clearing of the canal 
would not present any major dilfl- 
cidty. Politics rather than technical 
difficulties were holding up matters. 

“The canal will not be opened to 
navigation until all the results of 
aggression are eliminated ”, the paper 
said .—Reuter and Agence France 
Presse. 

Arab discord over 
oil exports 

FROM A SPEOAL CORRESPONDENT 

Khartum, Aug. 4 

Serious discord has broken out 
between Arab oil-producing coun¬ 
tries over their embargo on oil ex¬ 


ports to the United States and Britain 
as well as over other economic 
matters, senior Arab diplomatists 
reported today. • 

They said an Iraq plan proposing 
ways to strengthen the Arabs econo¬ 
mic position and to retaliate against 
western countries for their alleged 
support to Israel was supported by 
Algeria, but had elicited an unfavour¬ 
able response from Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, and Libya. 

The plan calls for a complete 
Stoppage of oil production by Arab 
countries in September, October, and 
November, when the demand for 
oil in Europe rises with the approach 
of winter, to be followed by a 
boycott on deliveries at least to the 
United States and Britain. It also 
envisages at least partial expropria¬ 
tion of some foreign oil interests. 

The plan has been referred to the 
respective Ministers of Economics 
and Petroleum, to avoid public 
wrangling at the conference .—New 
York Times News Service. 

The Arab Ministers concluded 
their talks with an agreement in 
principle to hold a summit meeting, 
Reuter reports. 

Dearer petrol 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Lisbon, Aug. 4 

The Middle East situation has 
forced the Portuguese Government 
to raise the price of petrol. From 
today top-grade petrol is 6.50 escudos 
a litre (Is. lid.) instead of Is. 6d. 
There is an increase of 30 centimes 
(Id.) on ordinary petrol and gas oil. 
The price of fuel oil for industrial 
purposes has not been increased. An 
official statement attributes the 
increase to higher freight costs result¬ 
ing from the blockage of the Suez 
Canal. 


Mini-skirts ban 

Tel Aviv, Aug. 4. —Israel Radio 
today_ appealed to all Israel women 
planning to visit occupied Jordan and 
the Gaza strip this weekend not to 
wear mini-skirts or tight trousers. It 
also warned against bathing in Gaza. 

The appeal came after a brawl m 
Tul Karm last night between about 
50_ Israelis and Arabs over mini- 
skirted Israel girl tourists .—Agence 
France Presse. 
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Artillery 
area ban 


for Syria 

FROM DAVID SPANIEK 

Jerusalem, Aug. 6 

A visit to the Syrlaa heights 
confirms the general in^ression in 
Israel that the Government will 
never agree to Syria having un* 
restricted control of thh area 
again. 

It is not just that Israel public 
opinion would not stand for it. It 
is rather that the geographical 
facts are against uncontrc41ed 
Syrian sovereignty without a most 
profound change of political atti¬ 
tude between the two countries. 

Officially, Israel is ready for 
direct negotiations on the whole 
problem. In theory, some way 
round by International supervision 
could be found. But this kind of 
solution has to overcome Israel’s 
total lack of confidence in United 
Nations supervision as such. 

Ths area is a testunony to 
hatred The land above the Syrian 
hMghts is wide and rolling, ring^ 
by powerful hills. It is quite uncul¬ 
tivated in spite of having a rainfall 
higher than anywhere in Isra^ 

Diversion attempt 

A network of trenches ud artil¬ 
lery positions crisscrosses the land 
light along die frontier and enends 
back miles in depth. Where the 
land is not honeycombed with these 
trenches it is mined and Israel sol¬ 
diers are stiil occupied wiffi clearing 
the mines. 

The only si^ of what might be 
called civil engineering is a long scar 
running along the mountainside 
where the ^rians tried vainly to 
divert the river Banias from flow¬ 
ing into the Jordan on the Israel 
side. 

By contrast, the Israel kibbutzim 
down in the Hula valley below 
really do look like the promised 
land. 

The purpose of the Syrian guns 
was to fire down into the valley. This 
they did. according to the residents, 
throughout the past 19 years. It is 
easy to see nhy the Israelis are not 
prepared to tolerate a return to this 
situation. 

A rather interesting aspect of the 
situation concerns the Druze. Some 
8.000 of these people, who are of 
Arabic origin but have their own 
religion, live in the Israel-occupied 
area of Syria. They did not iMve 
when the Syrian Army fled back to 
Damascus. There is some reason 
for believing that they might prefer 
to live under the Israelis. 


Repatriation date 
agreed 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Tel Avtv, Aug. 6 
The International Red Cross in¬ 
formed die laael defence forces to¬ 
day that E^pt has agreed to begin 
repatriating nationals from EJ Arish 
on August 14. Some I.SCK) offidals. 
businessmen and clerks from Egypt 
are to be evacuated, but not the 
30,000 peimanent inhabitanK of EJ 
Arish, die largest town in Sinai. 

Whole famines are to be permitted 
to return home, in contrast to the 
repatriation from the Gaza Strip, 
where women, children and the 
elderly were sent home, butmen were 
detained, apparently to strengthen 
Israel's bargaining position in 
negotiations for an exch^ge of 
prisoners. 


Arab problems 
for summit 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Khartum. Aug. 6 

The Arab Foreign Ministers ended 
their talks here without solid agree¬ 
ment on a unified plan of action on 
how to bring about Israel withdrawal 
from territory gained in the Middle 
East war. A brief statement indi¬ 
cated that the delegates avoided con¬ 
troversial issues so as not to kill 
hopes for an Arab summit meeting 
which according to Sudan suggestions 
is expected to open here on August 
29. 

Informed sources say that efforts to 
settle the dispute between Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt over Yemen will 
continue through diplomatic 
channels. 

The conference referred all econo¬ 
mic draft resolutions on measures 
aimed at reducing the financial im¬ 
pact of the war to the lunance Mini¬ 
sters Baghdad meeting on August 15. 


Rangoon.—B urma is temporarily 
suspending the supply of jet fuel to 
international aircraft, to conserve 
stocks for internal services. The 
British Overseas Ainvays Corpora¬ 
tion is among companies affected. 
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Britain seeks 
Libya bases 
decision 

FROM OUR DIPLOMATIC STAFF 

The timetable for British with¬ 
drawal from Libya continues to be 
the subject of negotiations in Ben- 
ghaa, but a reinterpretation of 
last Thursdays agreed com¬ 
munique now appears necessary. 
It was then stat^ that all British 
forces would be withdrawn “ from 
the area ” within six months, but it 
is not clear whether this meant just 
Benghazi or the whole of Libya. 

There are about 1,000 men in Ben¬ 
ghazi, an armoured car regiment and 
headquarters staff. There is also an 
infantry company, about 140 strong, 
in Tobruk and about 800 servicemen 
at El Adem, the R.A.F. staging post. 

In the aftermath of the Middle East 
War, Libya called for the complete 
evacuation of its territory by all 
British and American forces. The 
negotiations are presumably designed 
to elucidate whether, after reflection, 
Libya really wants to be abandoned 
naked to her friends or whether some 
western presence shouild be preserved. 

The decision will depend largely 
on how much the Government finds 
itself able to withstand popular anti¬ 
western pressure, which is still pre¬ 
venting a resumption of oil ship¬ 
ments to Britain. The negotiations 
may be protracted. 

Canal complaint 
by Israel 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Tel Aviv, Aug. 7 

General Moshe Dayan, the Israel 
Defence Minister, protested to 
United Nations officials today that 
Egypt had violated last week’s 
agreement for a one-^monlh stop¬ 
page of all navigation in the Suez 
Canal. 

The agreement permitted the use 
of Canal Authority craft to supply 
and service foreign ships stranded in 
the Great Bitter Lake since the 
Arab-IsraeJ war. The Israelis 
claimed that armed Egyniian sol¬ 
ders were seen last week‘sailing in 
Canal Authority vessels in parts of 
the waterway where there were no 
Stranded ships. 

Arabs take over 
Aden port 

FROM OUR correspondi:nt 

AI>I-N. Au<iUST 7 

For the first lime today Arabs 
took over the management of Aden 
Port, the South Arabian Federation's 
economic mainstay, although Britain 
will retain key technical posts. 

The Aden Government has 
appointed as chairman of the port’s 
board of trustees Muhammad Abdo 
Ghanem. a well-knowm poet and 
graduate of the American University 
of Beirut and London University’s 
School of Oriental Studies. 

Mr. Eric Wood, the port's retir¬ 
ing general manager, who first joined 
the port 23 years ago as a pilot, will 
leave for Scotland tomorrow. 
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S AFRICAN COURT CHALLENGE 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT—Pretoria, Aug. 7 


Thirty-seven Africans accused 
of terrorist acts in South-West 
Africa appeared at the Supreme 
Court in Pretoria today. It is the 
first trial since the passing of the 
South African Terrorist Act, under 
which the accused may be sen¬ 
tenced to death if found guilty of 
some of the charges they are 
1 facing. 

The 41-page indictment sets cut 
a long list of charges and also 
contains 30 pages detailing places, 
times and each man’s part in the 
alleged terrorist activities. 

It also lists 81 co-conspirators 
not before the court who are 
alleged to have taken part in the 
activities. Some of these alleged 
co-conspirators are dead. 

Eighteen of the accused men arc 
alleged to have received training m 
one or more of the following coun¬ 
tries: Russia, Egypt, Algeria, Ghana 
and Tanzania. It is alleged some of 
the accused plotted the deaths of 
three pro-Government headmen; 
one headman is alleged to have been 
killed. 

Among the alleged terrorist acts, 
an armed raid on a farm, in which 
the farmer was wounded and shots 
t were fired at the police, was described 
in the indictment-together with an 
attack on a Government settlement 
, at Osbikango. 


The hearing today did not last 
long, for Mr. N. Philips, Q.C., the 
defence counsel, applied for a post¬ 
ponement of the trial until Septem¬ 
ber 11 so that the defence could 
adequately prepare the case. The 
Judge granted the application. 

Mr. Philips, applying for the 
adjournment, said the competence of 
the court to try the case involved 
questions of international law and 
required a parlicular study. 

Other reasons for postponement 
that he submitted were that many of 
the accusM were illiterate and could 
only speak Ovambo. As the defence 
of each man must be separately con¬ 
sidered, this was complicated by the 
fact that each of the accused acted 
in conjunction with others. Further, 
counsel said, the acts committed 
were numerous and covered a period 
in some cases of five years. In other 
cases the acts were committed in 
foreign countries. 

Training of guerrillas 

It was necessary to give serious 
consideration to the question o-f 
whether the statute under which the 
men were charged (the Terrorism 
Act, 1967, which is retrospective to 
1962) was within the legislative com¬ 
petence of the South African Parlia¬ 
ment as it applied to Southwest Africa 
and to offences committed in that 
territory. “It is most important that 
this fundamental legal issue be con¬ 
sidered properly ”, Mr. Philios added. 


The main charge is that the 
accused men, three of whom were 
members of the e.xecutive committee 
of the South-West Africa People’s 
Organization (Swapw), took part in 

terrorist activities between June, 
1962, and May, 1967. They are also 
accused of entering South-West 
Africa fully armed, with the inten¬ 
tion of creating violent revolution 
and hostility between whites and 
non-whites. 

Twentyone of the men arc des¬ 
cribed cither as labourers or unem¬ 
ployed. There are also four peasants, 
three farmers, two teachers, one 
mechanic and one clerk. The occu¬ 
pations of the remainder is not known. 

The 14-page request of the defence 
for further particulars asks for full 
precise details of the aims and objec¬ 
tives of Swapo during the period 
covered in the indictment; in what 
manner and when Swapo became 
party to the alleged conspiracy and 
how it was involved in the alleged 
training of guerrillas; how Swapo 
conspired to bring about hostility 
between whites and non-whites, and 
how the organization attempted to 
intimidate headmen in Ovarobi)land 
to withdraw their support from the 
Government. 

After the Judge left the Ben-:h the 
accused were taken under police 
guard back to gaol. Outside the 
court a film was taken from the 
camera of a Johannesburg Star 
photographer by a unifonned police¬ 
man. 
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‘ Secret east-west pact ’ on 

Middle East 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT—Rome, Aug. 7 


President Tito was reported to¬ 
day to have stated that the Glass- 
boro meeting between President 
Johnson and Mr. Kosygin resulted 
in a plan for a detailed solution to 
the Middle East crisis. 

Signor Lucio Manisco, foreign 
affairs expert of the Rome news¬ 
paper // Messaggero, wrote that 
President Tito learnt of the secret 
agreement directly from Mr. 
Brezhnev, Soviet head of state, 
during the meeting of communist 
leaders held in Budapest in July. 

According to II Messaggero Wash¬ 
ington has informed the British Gov¬ 
ernment of the main points of the 
agreement, and Moscow may have 
informed the leaders of the princi¬ 
pal Arab states. 

Direct pressure 

The newspaper, quoting “ authori¬ 
tative sources said that the Glass- 
boro agreement included the follow¬ 
ing main points 

Mo.scow and Washington committed 
them.selves to exert direct pressure 
on Israel and the Arab countries to 
accept direct negotiations. If this 
were not po.ssible they were to be 
persuaded to accept the mediation 
of a third party. 

It was recognized that Israel must 
withdraw its forces to the borders 
c.xlsting before June 5. although 
those borders would have to be 
modified slightly to guarantee the 
strategic security of Israel at 
certain points such as the border 
with Jordan and the Syrian heights. 
Israel’s withdrawal should follow 


a form of recognition of the state 
of Israel by the Arab states. 

The principal Arab states should 
offer guarantees on the security of 
Israel and allow free navigation of 
the Suez Canal and the Gulf of 
Aqaba. The Jerusalem city govern¬ 
ment should undertake not to 
change further the pre-war 
boundaries. 

The United States and Russia com¬ 
mitted themselves not to promote a 
new arms race in the Middle East. 
Mr. Kosygin is said to have told 
Mr. Johnson of the quantity of 
military supplies which Russia 
intended to ship to Syria and 
Egypt to replace the equipment 
destroyed during the war. These 
were said to be “ very limited ” 
and to have been suspended 
already. 

Moscow and Washington committed 
themselves to guarantee any future 
agreemeni between the Arabs and 
Israel. 

The Yugoslav Government is said 
to be very unhappy about the agrec- 
npnt because it is felt that Arab 
diplomatic mobility' has been 
severely limited. The Khartum meet¬ 
ing of .Arab Foreign Ministers had 
been unsuccessful, at least in part, 
because the situation was already 
“ frozen ” by the Russian-American 
agreement. 

President Tito is said to be per¬ 
sonally annoyed because Mr. 
Kosygin and President Johnson set 
no deadline for implementation of 
their agreement, thus making it pos¬ 
sible that the status quo, which is 
totally unacceptable to the Arabs, 
will continue indefinitely. 
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Tito’s peace 
plan for 
Arabs 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

Vienna, Aug. 8 

President Tito, one of the few 
friends of President Nasser whose 
personal record is untarnished and 
whose loyalty has been fully con¬ 
firmed, will leave on Thursday for 
Cairo where he is expected to pre¬ 
sent his own compromise plan for 
peace in the Middle East. 

There has been no official word 
about the plan beyond the cautious 
opumism which he is reported to 
have expressed to the chairman of 
the V/ashington Post regarding a pos¬ 
sible withdrawal by Israel in ex¬ 
change for an international guarantee 
of its borders. 

A month or so ago President Tito 
was still insisting upon the uncon¬ 
ditional withdrawal of Israel troops. 
He maintained that as long as they 
remained on Arab territory any ques¬ 
tion of recognition and navigation 
through the Gulf of Aqaba and the 
Suez Canal would represent a com¬ 
plete Arab capitulation. Now he 
appears to be thinking of a more 
realistic project. 

The importance of his mission is 
underlined by the inclusion of Mr. 
Kardelj, the President’s chief adviser 
on foreign affairs. Mr. GUgorev, 
State Secretary for Economic Affairs, 
who is also going to Cairo, is evi¬ 
dently entmsted with finding out 
what economic assistance Yugosla¬ 
via could render Egypt Aid of £2ni. 
was sent in July. 

Shops closed as 
reprisal 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Jerusalem. Aug. S 

Normal business was resumed to¬ 
day in the former Jordan-ruled sector 
of Jemsalem after yesterday's general 
strike in protest against Israel’s an¬ 
nexation of the territory. 

The Israel Army has invoked 
defence regulations to discourage 
further civil disobedience. Brigadier 
Gzi Narkis today ordered five of the 
largest shops which took part in 
yesterday’s action to remain closed, 
and a bus company which went on 
strike had its licence revoked. 

Shops, offices, and restaurants re¬ 
opened today. There was no indica¬ 
tion that anyone had heeded an 
appeal by Jordan radio for a general 
strike in Hebron and Bethlehem. 
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Lord Avon protests over 
Egypt’s use of gas 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT-Berwfek upon Tweed, Aug. 9 


Lord Avon ranged over world 
affairs in a half-hour speech at the 
Berwick division Conservative fSte 
at Alnwick Castle today. 

^ He praised Lord Lambton. the 
host MP., for drawing attention to 
attacks by Egyptian ^rcraft on Arab 
villages and the use of gas against 
Yemeni tribesmen. 

‘*It is indeed sadly symptomatic 
of the present day that tliere has 
been no word of protest or even dis¬ 
cussion of this horrible business”, 
he said. “ If any country at any time 
uses weapons forbidden by inter¬ 
national conventions it should be 
indicted. If the more responsible 
nations will not play their part to 
insist that international rules are 
obeyed, treaties observed and engage¬ 
ments kept. this world i.s headed for 
disaster.” 

Calling for repair of the Western 
Alliance, he urged the free nations 
to set up their own organization to 
provide a determined strategy and 
defence plans and to help the rest 
of the world by coordinated ;aiti. 


, If the free nations would work 
m unison ”, Lord Avon said.. “ they 
m^t then hope to restrain and 
influence the growing over-arma¬ 
ment of smaller countries where the 
war of words is spiced by self- 
intoxication and uninhibited by even 
a loose regard for truth.” 

Lord Avon described the Israel- 
Arab war as one of the most aston¬ 
ishing feats of arms of our century. 

“ If we are to get anywhere in the 
Middle Eastern imbro^io ”, he said. 
“ we have to understand the essen¬ 
tial issues. It was the closing of the 
Gulf of Aqaba and the Strait of Tiran 
that started the inevitable chain re¬ 
action, ending in the dramatic Israeli 
victory.” 

To ensure a lasting peace there 
would have to be freedom of access 
and transit for shipping, a willingness 
to live and let live, and agreemeni 
over boundaries. 

Lord Avon said Israel’s action was 
taken solely to protect her right to 
live. He also called for restrained 
diplomatic efforts in Vietnam and 
Rhodesia. 
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Egypt protest on 
Sinai expulsions 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Cairo, Aug. 9 

The United Arab Republic tonight 
accused Israel of flagrant violation 
of human principles and the United 
Nations charter by deciding to expel 
all Egyptians living in the Sinai 
peninsula who were not born there 
or did not originate from the area. 

An official statement i.ssued here 
said that the Israel decision was 
taken in the pretext that Israel did 
not consider these persons as original 
inhabitants of the Sinai peninsula. 
The statement added that Israel’s 
measure was a blatant violation of 
the Geneva convention governing the 
protection of civilians during war- 
tjme, and appealed to the interna¬ 
tional Red Cross. 
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President Tito embraces President Nasser on anival in Cairo 
for talks on the Middle East 


WAR READINESS 
CALL IN CAIRO 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT—Cairo, Aug. 11 


Muhammad Hassanein HeykaL 
the editor of the authoritative 
newsisiper Al Ahram, said today 
that only a miracle could prevent 
a resumption of fitting between 
the Arabs and Israel, and Egypt’s 
first task should therefore be to 
rebuild its armed forces and pre- 
pare for a return to the battle¬ 
field. 

The enemy Imagined he was 
now in a position of strength; that 
was why “ we must prove to him 
that the position he occupies does 
not intimidate us and we are ready 
to inflict heavy losses on him 
j Heykal devoted his article to ways 
j of strengthening the home front in 
I order to foil what he called United 
! States plans to overthrow the 
Egyptian revolutionary regime. 
America, he said, was attempting to 
exploit the Middle East crisis to 
achieve three aims—to overthrow the 
Arab revolutionary regimes, and the 
Egyptian regime in particular; to 
Strike at the idea of Arab 
nationalism, which the United States 
“ considers the greatest menace to 
her attempts to dominate the 
region ”; and to harm Arab-Soviet 
relations. 

Criterion of loyalty 

He said that to consolidate Egypt’s 
domestic front the most important 
j thing was that “ we should get 
i moving,” and the first step to this 
end was to rebuild the armed forces 
and organize and mobilize the 
popular forces. 

The economic factor would play 
an essential part in shaping the 
future of the battle. On the subject 
of production Heykal quoted 
President Nasser as saying; “ efforts 


to increase production are the 
criterion of loyalty to the revolu¬ 
tions As to consumption, the 
masses had made sacrifices to curb 
it and virere ready for further sacri¬ 
fices if required. 

Emphasizing the importance of 
information media, he said it was 
wrong to hide facts or shroud them 
in secrecy. Further, “ any attempt to 
arouse more enthusiasm in the belief 
that this is a means of mobilization 
is futile because battles need deep 
conviction.” 

Intellectual terror 

He said that in all his writings he 
expressed only his own views or those 
of Al Ahram. “Undoubtedly we 
adhere to the general line of the 
political and social revolution But 
we write on our own and we stand 
fully responsible for what we write.” 

Speaking of what he called 
“intellectual terrorism”, he said; 
“ No sooner does somebody voice an 
opinion than others come up with 
something which he did not say and 
make of themselves prosecutors, 
judges, and executioners.” Those 
who practised terrorism were not the 
originators of ideologies. 

The greatest advantage of the 
Egyptian revolutionary regime was 
that it did not put any restrictions 
on freedom of thought or expres¬ 
sion, not only as regards the press 
but also as regards literature, art 
and culture. The Egyptian revolu¬ 
tion did not try to impose a particu¬ 
lar school or any kind of mould or 
set formula. 

In Cairo today President Nasser 
and President Tito of Yugoslavia 
began their formal talks on the 
Middle East crisis and other subjects 
of mutual interest. They met 
privately for two hours and were 
then joined by members of their 
delegations for another two-hour 
session. 
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CANAL OPENING 
‘UP TO EGYPT’ 

From DAVID SPANIER—^Jerusalem, Aug. 14 


The reopening of the Suez 
Canal is up to Egypt. It was not 
closed by Israel action. Mr. Abba 
Eban, the Israel Foreign Minister, 
said tonight. 

Israel’s policy on the canal was, 
first, to maintain the existing 
cease-fire line down its centre, and. 
secondly, to make clear to the 
maritime powers that Israel was 
not obstructing ships from going 
through. 

Accordingly, Mr. Eban said, 
these powers (among whom 
Britain is hit particularly badly) 
should apply to Egypt to reopen 
die canal, not to Erael. 

If E^pt removed the blockships 
which it had sunk at both ends of 
the canal, it would be logical to 
suppose that, the canal would he open 
again, but Israel would insist on the 
same free right of passage as any 
other country. 

Just what action Israel would take' 
to ensure her rights in the canal Mr. 
Eban did not say. It is obvious, 
however, that Israel is in a position 
to ensure that she gets her way, if 
the canal is opened. 

Policy unchanged 

Mr. Eban said feat fee Govern¬ 
ment had not had any tan^ble evi¬ 
dence so' far. two months after the 
war. that any Arab State was ready 
to-hold direct negotiations, but he 
believed that such tendencies would 
develop. 

Israel policy has not changed since 
the end of fee United Nations 
General Assembly. Mr. Eban, who 
was answering questions from 
journalists, made it clear that the 
present situation of fee cease-fire 
could be changed only by a full peace 
settlement 

He rejeplcd “vague, intermediate 
solutions which fall short of a radi¬ 


cal peace settlement”. These he 
described as euphemisms designed to 
provide Israel’s neighbours wife an 
escape route for normal negotiation. 

He also dismissed declarations by 
third parties as irrelevant to the 
central issue of direct talks. It would 
be a fesservice by these people, he 
said, in what appeared to be a 
reference to President Tito’s viat to 
the Middle East, to be too active in 
devising alternative solutions to a 
negotiated settlement. 

If the area of choice were restricted 
to maintaining the present situation 
or negotiating peacej then the idea 
might serioudy enter Arab minds, 
he said. This was the key to terri¬ 
torial questions. “ We shall either 
keep the map as it exists today or 
make a new map of the Middle East.” 
What this new map would be like 
would emerge only from negotia¬ 
tions. 

All options open 

Commenting on recent remarks by 
General Dayan fee Defence Minister, 
about Israel holding historical rights 
on fee west bank of the Jordan, Mr. 
Eban said feat all decisions would be 
taken by the Cabinet as a whole, and 
not by individual pronouncements. 
The course of wisdom was to keep 
aU options open. 

Mr. Eban also expressed con? 
fidence that ^1 refrigees from the west 
bank who wished to return would be 
^ble to do so by,the deadline of 
August 31. The Israel authorities 
were, however, screening the entry 
forms, now being submitted, to 
exclude terrorists, in fee light of the 
Jordan Government’s incitement to 
the refugees to violence. 

This behaviour by Jordan was 

entirely out of keeping with the 

humanitarian arrangement for the 

return of refugees, said Mr. Eban. 
and Israel was justified in observing 
stringent securifr. 
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LANGUAGE LINK WITH 
ANCIENT EGYPT 

, tROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT—New York, Aug. 15 


Tricks of grammar among a 
tiny, uncombative tribe in the 
rough country of northern Uganda 
may mark them as surviving 
cultural hcire of the ancient 
Egyptian empire. They are called 
the Teuso, there are. only 1,500 of 
them left, and they lead modest 
lives as hunters and gatherers, with 
no wealth in cattle.^ TTiey live in 
the spurs of the ‘ Morungole 
. mountains, near the frontiers with 
' Kenya and Sudan, 

At a conference in Ann Arbor, 
’‘Michigan, Professor Archibald 
“Tucker, of the London School of 
Oriental and African Studies, said 
today that the Teuso may have 
survived because theirs is an un¬ 
productive territory desired by no 
. other tribe, and because they are 
unaggressive by nature and have 
...kept running to live. 

, Their language, like that of eight 
or nine other similar tribes, is an 
-island of exotic identity in regions 
dominated by the speech of Bantu, 
Cushitic or Masai | peoples. The 
•Teuso, w'ho call themselves the Ik, 
have survived perenhial raids from 
- their neighbours by taking refuge in 
' caves whenever danger threatens. 

Until now. Professor Tucker told 
the 27th international congress of 
orientalists at the University of 


Michigan, anthropologists have 
looked for links with the bushmen of 
South Africa. Linguistic compari¬ 
sons have now led him back to the 
classical tongue of ancient Egypt 
The decline of the Egyptian empire, 
beginning about 2,700 years ago, 
pushed the centres of Egyptian i)ower 
and culture farther south. When 
the Assyrians sacked Thebes in 700 
B.C., the Egyptians took their capital 
to Napata, on the Nile north of 
Khartum. Later the Greeks and 
Romans kept the movement going, 
and the classical language of the 
Egyptian empire died out in practical 
use, and became eventually a chal¬ 
lenge to scholarship. 

j^ofessor Tucker came across the 
first due to a link between the Teuso 
and ancient Egypt when he met in 
Kampala an anthropologist who had 
been living among them. Most com¬ 
parisons have been made on the basis 
of vocabulary. Professor Tucker was 
interested in grammar, and his col¬ 
league’s notes on Ik grammar put him 
on to Egyptian at once. 

He went to the mountains himself, 
and confirmed his first impressions. 
For example, the Ik personal pro¬ 
nouns showed links with those ol 
ancient Egyptian in its middle period, 
which developed about 2000 b.c., 
later became stylized into the classi¬ 
cal written language of the Nile, and 
died out about the time of Christ 
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S ARABIA DENIES 
CONTROL LOST 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT—Aden, Aug. 16 


After a long silence, the Soutn 
Arabian Federal Government to¬ 
day deni^ claims of the extremist 
National Liberation Front 
(NX.F.) that it controlled five 
states of the federation. 

Immediately after the denial 
was broadcast, the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment radio played a tape- 
recorded statement by the Ruler 
of Wahidi offering to abdicate 
“ in the public interest 

The Federal Government state¬ 
ment said: “The situation in the 
states of Dathina, Lahej, Shaib, 
Dhala, and Muflabi is normal. 
South Arabian armed forces are 
in control of all these areas, and 
ffiere is no truth in reports that 
control has passed into the hands 
of di^idents. 

“ In Dathioa, the head of the 
administration, Abdul Oadar ash- 
Shaye, has rwighed for • administra¬ 
tive reasons following an outbreak 
of tribal fighting in which five per¬ 
sons have been killed and 19 injured. 

Dathina State Council is meet¬ 
ing shortly to elect a successor, and 
in the meantime units of the South 
Arabian armed forces are keeping the 
peace. Latest reports from &e area 
indicate that the situation is calm 
and has returned to normal.” 

Amir bin Muhammad bin Said 
al-Wahidi, the 32-year-old Ruler of 
Wahidi sultanate, in his broadcast 
today appealed for a united effort 
to save South Arabia from its present 


misery and offered to abdicate in the 
public interesL 

Welcoming the United Nations 
resolutions on South Arabia, the 
Amir said he was fully prepared to 
negotiate with all political organi¬ 
zations in reaching a solution and 
urged the people to unite and rescue 
the country from going over the 
brink. 

An attempt by an armed gang to 
capture KirLsh, an important customs 
post this side of the federal border 
with the Yemen Republic, failed 
today, the security authorities said. 

The Egyptian-backed Front for the 
Liberation of Occupied South Yemen 
(Flosy) had earlier claimed that it 
had captured KirisJi and surrounding 
villages, and seized the Treasury and 
arms. 

in Aden today, Arabs armed wtin 
rifles fired 40 rounds at a picket in 
the Mansoura area, wounding a 
British soldier. The driver and an 
Arab passenger were killed and three 
other passengers wounded when a 
bus came in tlie path of fire. 

Two men of the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders today shot 
dead an Arab who twice tried to 
break through a search cordon, a 
iiuUtary spokesman said. 

Beirut, Aug. 16.—President SalJal 
of the Yemen Republic has rejected 
the agreement on ending the Yemen 
war. signed by King Faisal of Saudi 
Arabia and President Nasser of 
Egypt in Jiddah in 1965, according 
to a statement from the Yemen 
Embassy today.— Reuter. 
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APPROVED SCHOOLS 

From Professor Brian Stanley 

Sir ,—Schools range from the barely satis¬ 
factory, where heavy-handed and un¬ 
imaginative staff do a heavy-handed and 
unimaginative job, to the excellent, where 
dedicated and devoted people do an excel¬ 
lent job. No doubt Approved Schools are 
the same, though the pupils present a bigger 
challenge. 

If your readers are interested to know 
towards which extreme their nearest Ap¬ 
proved School tends, they should ask the 
Head to let them visit it. If tiiey are not 
happy about what they see, they can offer, 
if they have hobbies t^ich appeal to boys 
or girls, to give voluntary help at the 
schoo'l. In this way they may ease the 
inevitable strains of a school where so 
many children are difficult, and where staff 
are sometimes at their wits’ end for lack 
of time to give childrett and young people 
the individual understanding and friend¬ 
ship that they need. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

BRIAN STANLEY, Director, Institute 
of Education. 

The University of Newcastle upon Tyne, 
St. Thomas’ Street, Newcastle upon Tyne 
1, Aug. 15. 


ISRAEL AND THE CANAL 

From Mr. Michael Adams 

Sir,—^M t. Abba Eban; the Israeli Foreign 
Minister, has a well-deserved reputation 
for verbal ingenuity. We shorild not allow 

his sophistries to blind us to the facts about 
the Suez CanaL (I refer to the report you 
publish today from your Correspondent 
in Jerusalem.) 

The canal is closed today, and is likely 
to remain closed for a long time, because 
Israel attacked Egypt on June 5 and 
because Israeli troops are now camped 
along the Eastern, bank of the canal, more 
than 100 miles inside Egyptian territory. 
Whatever views one holds about the 
origins of the dispute between Israel and 
the Arabs, these are facts which cannot 
be disputed. 

Your correspondent quotes Mr. Eban as 
saying: “ We shall either keep the map as 
it exists today or make a new map of the 
Middle East ”. This high-handed pro¬ 
nouncement by the representative of a small 


minority in the area reflects Israel’s insis¬ 
tence on her own political objectives at the 
expense of all the other interested parties. 
Britain is one of these and has a closer 
interest than any other country, apart from 
Egypt, in the reopening of the Suez Canal. 
As a direct result of the actions of Mr. 
Eban and his colleagues it appears that the 
price of petrol in Britain will shortly be 
increased by twopence a gallon. 

It would be interesting to know how 
many of your readers find this an accept¬ 
able situation. 

Yours faithfully, 

MICHAEL ADAMS. 

South Lodge, Buchan Hill, Crawley, 
Sussex, Aug. 15. 


THE STANDARD STILE 

From Mr. Don Gresswell 

Sir,—May I be permittei as the insti¬ 
gator of the request to the British Standards 
Institution, to reply to Mr. Brian Johnson- 
Ferguson’s question of “what or who 
started it ? ” in your columns (August 15). 

As your correspondent clearly states, 
country stiles vary enormously, as do the 
80 on his piece of land, all credit to his 
design techniques. I have no wish to see 
our countryside standardized with “street 
furniture ” of the footpath. 

However, there are good reasons for ask¬ 
ing the B.S J. to recommend dimensions for 
country stiles. First as an examine, after 
some degree of nagging, I prevailed upon 
a local authority to provide a stile to cross 
an awkward fence from the highway. When 
completed it was found to have a step 30io. 
high from the ground, that is the height 
of an average table. This was enough to 
stop many folk, particularly the ladies and 
the old, from using the footpath at all. 
Secondly, I have found cases where the top 
bar of die stile is about 5ft. high, while 
the adjoining fence is only 3ft; which way 
will sheep prefer to hop ? 

The British Standards Institution have 
prepared specifications for gates and fences, 
why not for stiles—so that they can he 
used by the walkers for whom they are 
intended and not as a test, for climbing the 
barricades ? 

Yours faithfully, 

DON GRESSWELL. 

Bridge House, Grange Park, N.21. 
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TITO SAYS HE IS 
OPTIMISTIC 

Next step in Middle East 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT—Cairo, Aug. 17 

President Nasser and President Tito of Yugoslavia had a final 
round of formal discussions in Alexandria today on the Middle 
East crisis. 

President Tito afterwards left for home on board his yacht 
Caleb. He had returned to Egypt yesterday after taIVs in Syria 
and Iraq. 


Yugoslav sources said that he 
hswi gained the impression that aU 
the Arab countries were deter¬ 
mined to erase tiie traces of 
Israel’s aggression and that no 
political settlement could be 
achieved without a withdrawal of 
Israel forces from occupied Arab 
territory. 

He would carry on Ms conailta- 
tions with leaders of the Arab, 
Socialist and non'aligned countries, 
as wdl as with some western states. 

Message for Delhi 

He conferred yesterday with the 
Indian Ambassador in Cairo dis¬ 
cussed the attitude of the non- 
aligned states. He handed the 
Ambassador what was described as 
an important message for Mrs. 
Gandhi, the Indian Prime Minister. 

AinxANDRiA, Aug. \1. —Pite^dent 
Tito said in a statement after ^xiay’s 
meeting that he was optimi^ as a 
re«i3t of his talks. 

“ Ail the Arab leadw^ I met were 
agreed on the need for a political 
solution to the present Middle East 
situation **, he said. “ Action designed 
to reach such a solution is under way 
but I cannot give you details.” 

He said he had made his journey 
to get first-hand information; he 
wanted to see what action could be 
taken and to leam the views of the 
Arab leaders. Yugoslavia was 
anxious to see a solution to the prob- 
l«n ** favqia^ible to the Arabs ” 

The Cairo evening newspaper Al 
Masaa said that the two Presidents 
had readied agreement on a number 
of points concerning tiie strugglo of 
the non-aligned countries against the 
‘‘imperialist and colonialist plots” 
threatening tiieir sovereignty. They 
had also agreed on ” streagthening 
cooperation be'twcen their two coun¬ 
tries to reach a settlement of the 
Middle East crisis ”.-~Agence France 
Presse. 

Refugees cross 
Jordan today 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
Jerusalem, Auo. 17 

The first 1,000 refugees from the 
west bank of hte Jordan to return 
home will recross ihe river at 7 a m , 

tomorrow. 

All of them are people who left 
.the, west bank betw^ the start of 
the Middle East and July 4. 
People who chose to leave after Jvdy 
4 were required to sign a paper stat¬ 
ing that feey left of their own free 
will, and they will not be allowed 
to go back under the present scheme. 



Mr. Evangelos AverofT. 

Mr Averoff 
to receive 
pardon 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
Athens, Aug. 17 

Mr. Evangclos Averoff, the for¬ 
mer Greek Foreign Minister, who 
was sentenced yesterday by a mili¬ 
tary tribunal to five years in gaol 
for breaking emergency regula¬ 
tions, is to be granted a i»rdoa by 
King Constantine on the recom¬ 
mendation of .the Government 
This was announced today by Mr, 
Kohias, the Prime Minister, who 
added that other politicians sen¬ 
tenced for similar offences will 
also be pardoned. 

Mr. Averoff, who is 57, was 
arrested on July 12 for holding a 
socaal gathering at his suburban villa 
without police permission. Under 
legislation introdoced by the Greek 
mhita^ Government unauthorized 
gatherings of more than five pemons 
are prohilMted. 

In a statement issued today, Mr. 
KoUias said that the severity of the 
sentence received, by Mr. Averoff is 
explained by the fact that justice 
today is not “ at the service of the 
private interests, of certain indi¬ 
viduals ”. The Prime Minister, 
added, however, that “in order lo 
prevent the exploitation of the ver¬ 
dict, and to prevent accusations that 
the Government is persecuting poli¬ 
tical personalities, toe Cabinet has 
decide not to pursue the enforce' 
ment of tiie conviction 
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Trade beats boycott 


By JOHN PRICL 

Arab hopes that the trade boy¬ 
cott on British goods would effec¬ 
tively halt United Kingdom 
business activity in the Middle 
East appear to be fading. 

Trade figures for the month of 
July are not yet available but 
Britain’s exports to the Middle 
East in June were higher, at 
£17m., than the £l6m. registered 
in the same month last year. 
Reliable sources suggest that no 
large drop is likely to be seen in 
July. 

Although it is true to say that 
several orders placed in May were 
recorded in June, several major 
British companies are r»^ently 
negotiating business an(t ^'orking 
on contracts in Middle East coun¬ 
tries—^including Egypt, the 


country most actively engaged in 
urging support for a continued 
boycott. 

Imperial Chemical Industries, 
Motherwell Bridge and Engineer¬ 
ing, Euclid U.K. and Electric 
Power Storage are all currently 
engaged in fulfilling contracts 
with Egypt, and major companies 
such as English Electric and Asso¬ 
ciated Electrical Industries are at 
present working on contracts in 
Saudi Arabia. One shipload of 
fertilizer at least has sailed from 
I.C.I.’s Billingham works for 
Egypt since the boycott started. 

A company spokesman said yes¬ 
terday that trade with Egypt, 
while still continuing, was the 
result of letters of credit opened 
before the crisis. 
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Slowdown of Russian arms 
supplies to Egypt 

FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT—Washington, Aug, 20 


In spite of large shipments of 
new arms from the Soviet Union 
to Egypt, Unite<i States officials 
estimate that it will take President 
Nasser two years to build the 
Egyptian arm^ forces back to the 
strength and relative efficiency they 
claimed before the Arab-Israel 
war in June. 

According to American esti¬ 
mates based on first-hand reports 
from the Middle East, Israel still 
holds roughly 5,000 Egyptian offi¬ 
cers and non-commissioned offi¬ 
cers as prisoners of war. 

Washington’s assessment is that 
Israel fre^ thousands of Egyptian 
soldiers after the four-day war on the 
Sinai peninsula, but kept the more 
experienced officers and n.c.o.s to 
delay Cairo’s recovery from the war 
and the rebuilding of the Egyptian 
Army. 

Israel military officers are reported 
to share the American estimate that, 
as a result, it will be at least two 
years before Nasser has an Army 
and Air Force even equal to that 


which fought Israel unsucoessfuUiy in 
June. 

Dramatic and well-publicized 
Soviet shipments of new arms have 
aroused fears that the Nasser regime 
will soon be in shape to launch 
another round ” of war against 
Israel. Intelligence experts in the 
Umted States disco’ont ffiis fear. 

The Soriet arms shipments to Egypt 
nave m the past month dropped off 
sharply from the immeffiate postwar 
level, when Moscow staged a dramatic 
airlift that is reported to have inclu¬ 
ded 250 flights by Soviet transports. 
In the past mondi most new Soviet 
equipment has been shipped by sea. 

Estimates vary on the volume of 
new Soviet military aid to Egypt, but 
officials generally agree that Mos¬ 
cow has provided the Egyptians with 
roughly 150 aircraft to replace about 
300 lost during the war. 

United States officials also estim¬ 
ate that the Russians have provided 
the Egyptians with 200 to 250 tanks 
to replace about 500 medium and 
heavy tanks (TU-54s, TU-55s and 
Stalin*3s) lost in the war.*— York 
Times News Service. 
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Lebanese appeal to open the Israel 


An appeal* it is reported in the 
Beirut press, has gone to the 
Lebanese Government from lead¬ 
ing hotel proprietors proposing 
freedom of travel for foreign 
visitors who wish to cross the 
frontier between Lebanon and 
(censored). Some interest was 
aroused, according to these 
reports, by the suggestion to 
throw open the . . . (blank) . . . 
(blank) . . . (blank). 

No prizes need be offered for 
solving this mystery weaved by 
the official censor. Identity in the 
Middle East Is, however, far 
deeper a problem than that of 
knowing who is who and what is 
what. 

This small instance, moreover, 
is typical of a condition of tom 
feelings, a confused mixture of 
half-ooncealed common sense, of 
ineptitude, and, in the background 
at least, of concern about what to 
put first in the muddled wake of 
the June conflict 

The hoteliers* appeal is simple. 
Some of them, but by no means all. 
want tile opening of the southern 
border witii Israel. The reason for 


From PETER 1 

their demand is equally simple. This 
year Lebanese tourism has suffered 
a great setback because of tiie war. 

Next year, accordmg to present 
prospects, it will face disaster. One 
of the sponsors of the appeal to the 
Government says that ordinarily at 
this time of the year his hotel has 
35,000 nights b^ked for &e forth¬ 
coming Season. So far be has none, 
and if the present conditions con¬ 
tinue he does not expect any. 

Holy City climax 

The blow was delivered by Israel’s 
occupation of Jerusalem. Most 
people who go to Lebanon do so as 
part of a journey which has as its 
climax a visit to the Holy City. At 
present it is not possible for an ordi¬ 
nary tourist to cross the Jordan into 
Israel-occupied territory to sec 
Jerusalem. The proposal under dis¬ 
cussion has been that the Namoura 
border post should be opened to 
. tourists—in the same way as it is 
open now for s<mie diplomatists and 
United Nations staff. 

A second reason for suggesting the 
opening of the southern border was 
that it obviated reliance on access 
through Syria, a pcmular route to 
Jerusalem because it included a stop 
at Damascus. Syria, in the Arab 
spectrum, is regarded as the most un- 


[CHOLS, who recently visited 

predictable country and the most 
extreme. 

The Lebanese hoteliers have in fact 
rased some crucial issues concern¬ 
ing the Arab-Israeli conflict One of 
the most important is the economic 
cost of spuming any form of settle¬ 
ment Many Arabs would like to 
ignore it, but the pull of economic 
difiiculties is strong, especially in 
Egypt (no Suez revenues, no tourism, 
cotton crop threatened) and Jordan 
(no west bank, no tourism). 

Political moderation as pracuscu 
in Lebanon and in a less complicated 
way elsewhere as usually accompanied 
by economic and idecdogical modera¬ 
tion. But moderate opinion has 
evidently p-asped the point which 
emerged from the war that modera¬ 
tion when faced with serious difficul¬ 
ties is inclined to become more 
moderate whereas a revolutionary 
doctrine becomes more extr^e. 
Hence the increased conflict between 
Arab socialism and Arab conserva- 
tisnx 

It is the principal immediate 
dilemma of the Arab world. It is 
also the difference between the coun¬ 
tries supporting a self-damaging 
economic policy so long as ^ey feel 
it is damaging the west and those 
more eager to forget what will hurt 
Arab economies. 


the Middle Bast 

Common sense no doubt points to 
moderation, to some sort of accom¬ 
modation with the enemy, whether as 
a matter of opening a frontier post 
for the use of non-Arabs or a wider 
agreement by which the territories 
lost in-June might be returned. But 
anyone arriving in the Arab world 
soon perceives the extraordinary 
depth of feeling that somehow the 
wrong done by Israel will, by exist¬ 
ing, somehow be put right It is a 
feeling beyond what the west—and 
Israel—know as reason. 

Louder and Louder 

Censorship always threatens to 
make a country look ridiculous. 
There is the feeling in Arab censor¬ 
ship that not only js security at stake 
but that some things have no right 
to be put down in black and white 
b^use their meaning can only be 
distorted when made precise. 

On© has the impression that Arabs 
are able to talk of their cause with 
freedom and without diffidence only 
with other Arabs, with whom they 
either violently disagree or agree by 
saying the same tilings louder and 
louder in unison. like a powerful 
Greek chorus. 

There is the sense of having been 
wronged. There Is also the sense that 


border 


unless Israel expansionism is curbed 
the Arabs will be driven—as is 
already happening—deeper and 
deeper into their deserts and that the 
area between the Euphrates and the 
eastern Mediterranean will finally 
pass into Israel hands. 

This is the thought which, com¬ 
bined with the sense of having been 
deeply wronged, seems most to 
prevent an Arab from thinking in 
terms of compromise or of being 
able to admit that a defeat was more 
than a set-back provoked by an un¬ 
holy alliance of Zionists and 
imperialists. 

The Arabs may be forced to admit 
that as a temporary measure an 
arrangement will have to be made 
to force Israel to give back part of 
what was occupied in June. But 
there is still everything taken from 
them since 1948. How to get it all 
back ? 

The real clash is explained as one 
of modem techniques against 
ancient Arab habits of mind. That 
is probably the deepest diletnma of 
all. la order to win the Arabs must 
change, become modem, stop their 
dreaming. So goes their own argu¬ 
ment. Cease virtually to be Arabs. 
Then their numerical superiority 
would tell. For the moment any 
such change looks distant. 
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SUEZ PACT MAY BE EXTENDED 


From 

General Odd Bull, the United 
Nations representative for the 
ceasefire, and General Moishe 
Dayan, Israel’s Minister of 
Defence, are to discuss the next 
stage in the Suez Canal arrange¬ 
ments at a meeting here tomorrow. 
The one month’s standstill on 
using the canal, accepted by 
Israel and Egypt, expires on 
Sunday. 

It is expected that General Bull 
will propose an extension of the 
agreement for another month, or 
perhaps even longer. The main 
objective of this, it is understood, 
is to extend the ceasefire into the 
beginning of the next United 
Nations General Assembly. While 
it is in session, it might serve to 
discourage either side from 
military action on the canal. 

General Bull, who has been 
flying between Cairo and Jeru¬ 
salem for the past few weeks, and 
lately paid courtesy visits to 
Beirut. Damascus, and Amman, 
is hoping to take a month's holi¬ 
day at home in Norway. 

Mr. Abba Eban, the Israel Foreign 
Minister, today welcomed Mr. 
Ernesto Thalmann. U Thant’s per¬ 
sonal representative, who has arrived 
here on a fortni^t’s fact-finding 
mission on Jerusalem. 


DAVID SPANIER—^Jerusalem, ^ 

“ I welcome you to the capital of 
Israel in the new era of its unity 
and peace ”, Mr. Eban said. Jeru¬ 
salem had passed through a dark 
period of its history during the past 
two decades. As a result of recent 
events a new and dramatic change 
had come over the life and destiny 
of the city. 

Sanctity gained 

Where there had been division 
there was now unity, Mr. Eban added. 
Where there had been a tense mili¬ 
tary frontier there was now peace 
and securitj'. Where there had been 
desecration, sacrilege, obstruction of 
access and the assertion of unilateral 
and exclusive control over the holy 
places there was now. for the first 
time in history, a disposition to bring 
the holy places under the responsi¬ 
bility of those who held them sacred. 

Mr. Eban said that the situation in 
Jerusalem had thus improved in 
three respects; unity, peace and 
sancti^. He was proud to explain 
these improvements to visitors from 
abroad and from international 
organizations. 

Since the specific international in¬ 
terest in Jerusalem had arisen ex¬ 
clusively from the holy places, 
“ Israel was developing its ideas on 
this point in a constructive dialogue 
with the universal interests con¬ 
cerned ”. Israel would apply the same 
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concept to the Muslim holy places 
which she was discussing in con¬ 
nexion with the Christian holy 
places. 

Mr. Thalmann said on arrival that 
he would fulfil his mission to the 
best of his ability and in complete 
objectivity. He was greeted at the 
airport by two groups of demon¬ 
strators, both urging the United 
Nations to “keep its hands oft” 
Jerusalem. One group had a placard 
saying “ Tell U Thant that Jerusalem 
IS as Jewish as Berne is Swiss ”. 

Cairo, Aug. 22.—^Egypt is deter¬ 
mined to keep the Suez Canal closed 
until “ all traces of Israel agression 
have been eliminated ”, Hassan 
Abbas Zaki, the Egyptian Minister 
of the Economy, was reported today 
to have told a conference of Arab 
finance, economy and petroleum 
Ministers in Baghdad. 

The authoritative Cairo newspaper 
Al Ahram said Egypt’s decision was 
made on the basis that “this vital 
waterway has been subjected to 
aggression, and its closure was a 
defensive economic measure against 
hostile countries who exploited Arab 
wealth to consolidate Israel 
militarily and economically 

Mr. Zaki was quoted as saying the 
Arab economy Ministers would meet 
in Algeria in October to discuss 
increasing trade between Arab 
countries.— Reuter. 

Leading article, page 7. 
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Briton found dead 
in Pacific 

I 

Lima» Aug. 23.—^The body of a 
27-yearK)ld British engineer, Anthony 
Wilfred Mallins, from London, has 
been found floating in the Pacific, 
police here reported. Mr. Mallins 
had been ^missing for five days. THie 
police said foul play was not sus¬ 
pected. 

According to the dead man’s land¬ 
lord he was due to return to England 
next week to get married. He had 
been working as an engineer for a 
British firm at the port of Callao.— 
Reuter. 

Crew from Suez 
ships in Cairo 

Cairo, Aug. 23.—About 100 
crew from four British ships 
stranded in the Suez Canal’s Great 
Bitter Lakes since the Arab-Israel 
war in June arrived here tonight 
on their way back to London. 
They are due to leave Egypt on 
Friday.— lieuter. 
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CHINA EVACUATION 
PROBLEMS 

No immediate British plan 


By PETER 

If anti-British violence continues 
in China, the Foreign Office may 
be faced with the difficult task of 
trymg to evacuate more than 100 
Britons, including small children, 
known to be living there. 

At present, violence appears to 
have been directed strictly against 
British officials and government 
property, and last night the 
Foreign Office said they had no 
immediate plans to try to get 
Britons to safety. 

However, the complexities of such 
a rescue operation, should it ever 
t^ome necessary, are matters ob¬ 
viously receiving attention in White¬ 
hall at the moment. 

Bank officials safe 

One of the biggest problems is 
knowing precisely what is happening 
in areas away from Peking, ffiou^ 
a message reaching Hongkong yes¬ 
terday by telephone said that three 
bank officials and their fami¬ 
lies living in Shanghai were safe. 

Compared with the recent mass 
evacuation of Britons from Egypt, a 
similar operation in Qiiaa, if it ever 
came to it, would present immense 
problems. 

In the first place, the Foreign Office 
do not know precisely how many 
Britons there are at present in C^na. 
Although between 60 and 70 are 
registered with the British mission ' 
In Peking, it is believed that there 
may be at least 100 more who have 
not registered. 

Agajn, after the burning of the 
British mission building in Peking, 
it is not known for certain whether 
the records, containing the names and 
exact whCTeabouts of those who have 
registered, have survived. 

Mail service doubts 

This, plus tiie fact that tiie British 
mission no longer has an office to 
work from, would make it very diffi¬ 
cult to get in touch with people 
quickly. 

In Egypt, the British mission sent 
express letters to all British subjects 
registered with them advising them 
to leave file country at once. They 
sent telegrams to those living in re¬ 
mote areas. With parts of China in 
a state approaching civil war, there 
b no certainty that such letters would 
arrive in any event The only other 
way to communicate with Britons 
living in centres outside Peking mi^t 
be by the B.B.C. overseas news. 

Even if it were decided to evacuate 
Britons, or at least advise them to 
leave China, the task of moving tiiem 
would present considerable difficul¬ 
ties. In China a foreigner cannot just 
get on a train to Hongkong or fiy out 
in an airliner, tiiere are severe 
restrictions on travel. To leave the 
country requires an exit visa. 

An evacuation move, ffierefore, 
would require the full cooperation of 
tile Chinese authorities, and, to judge 
by the current experience of British 
diplomatists trying to leave China, 
tins cooperation might by no means 
be certain. 

Britons living in China today in- 
cl'Ude engineers. businessmen, 
teachers, students, bankers, and fami. 
lies. The biggest comnvuiiity out¬ 
side Peking is in Shan^ai, where 
35 Britons are registered with the 
British authorities. This figure in¬ 
cludes 10 widows “of Chinese 
origin", four Australians and a 
Canadian. 

It also includes five teachers and 
tlffee monibers of the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank. Two of tile bankers 


HOPKIRK 

have their wives with them, and one 
family have an IS-month-old daugh¬ 
ter. 

Yesterday the London office said 
it had received a message from its 
Hongkong office, which had man¬ 
aged to telephone to Shanghai, say¬ 
ing that they were safe. 

The Chartered Bank has a man in 
Shanghai, also with his wife. In 
Lanchow are a lone British engineer 
and his wife. 

It is believed tha’t many of the 100- 
odd people who have not registered 
with the British authorities are work¬ 
ing in various capacities for the com- 
mumsts, and mi^t wish to stay in 
China. 

It is quite possible that if relations 
deteriorated further between Britain 
and China then Britons would ^ 
spelled. 

MiGs attack 
on bombers 

I FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 
Washington, Aug. 23 

Two United States naval bombers 
were under attack by four MiG 
fighters when they vamriied ovw 
Qiina on Monday, Defence Depart¬ 
ment sourca revealed today. Penta¬ 
gon officials said that the A6A 
Intruders, which each had a crew of 
two men, were entering the clouds 
at an altitude of 6,OOOft. ** when they j 
were taken under attadc by at least ' 
four enemy aircraft, the last radio I 
transmission was a wraraing from the 
aircraft that they were undw 
attack ”. 

The officials added that the two 
Int^ers were driven north from 
their _ original targets near 
Hanoi by a combination 
of heavy anti-aircraft fire, 
aircraft missiles, and attacking MiGs. 
Apart from the loss of the crew 
members, officbls here are disturbed 
by the fact that the highly sophisti¬ 
cate navigational and target-locating 
equipotent tiiat the bomlxis carried 
may have fallen into Chinese hands. 

Kenya may break 
with Peking 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Nairobi, Auo. 23 

The Chinese Embassy here today 
rejected a Note from the Kenya 
Government isrotesting against an 
attack on the Kenya Embassy in 
Peking. 

InstMd. ^ the Chinese Charge 
d’Affaires tried to reverse the position 
. and hand over a Note protesting at 
a recent statement by Mr. Daniel 
Moi, the Kenya Vsee-President, 
which accused China of interiering 
in Kenya’s internal affairs. It now 
seems likely that Kenya mi^t sever 
relations between tile two countries. 

The Kenya Note said the Govern¬ 
ment had learnt with “ Wtter disap¬ 
pointment ” that its embassy in Pek¬ 
ing had been subjected to organized 
demonstratimis by mobs which had 
smashed windows and caused 
damage to property beLonging to the 
Kenya Government. It caSed on 
the Chinese Govemmtait to repair 
the dama^ and bring "misdirected 
and malicious" offerers to justice. 
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Arab wounds unhealed 

From JEROME CAMINADA—Beirut, Aug. 23 


King Husain, of Jordan, reached 
Lebanon today on his last call of 
a carefully selective swing round 
the Middle East and Arab world 
which, combined with the equally 
urgent travels of oflier Arab 
leaders, has now sent the Arabs 
into a trance of expectation. 

President Arif of Iraq is busily 
on the move and so is Muhammad 
Ahmad Mahgoub, Prime Minister 
of Sudan. There is so much talk 
besides of meetings and consiul- 
tations culminating in a summit 
gathering in Khartum that the im¬ 
pression is being created that all 
the Arabs need to break out of 
ttieir troubles is to meet. 

If only that were true. The 
wounds of this year are still bleed¬ 
ing ; the disarray is stiU ingrained; 
the future is stiU blurred. 

Close beneath the surface there 
is really a searching and a crying 
out The joumeyings of presidents 


and kings are only one symptom of 
a people fighting the peace. The 
atm of the prominent traveiliers is 
to assemble all the Arab heads of 
states and governments to consider 
what to do directly and indirectly 
about Israel. 

Once they have met, however, 
these leaders must agree on decisions 
and having made decisions, they have 
to see they are carried out ^ far, 
not even the first stage is assured. 

King Husain[s journey took him 
first to the Persian Gulf area, includ¬ 
ing Iran, for he has hoped to rally 
also Muslim non-Arab sentiment 
He left out Iraq, though 10 days ago 
President Arif visited him in 
Amman. The king also avoided 
Syria and, having then gone to 
Saudi Arabia and Sudan and as far 
as Morocco, he missed Egypt and 
Algeria too. 

Early in July, King Husain was 
in Cairo in the company of those 
whom he has now ignored and who 
demand “ positive ’’ action against 
Israel and countries considered to 
have supported her. The riddle is 


whether the king has been trying to 
get the moderates to support him in 
being more realistic. 

Another puzzle is President 
Nasser’s role. With an unprece¬ 
dented open division now visible 
among the Cairo press, and the 
Egyptian leader almost alone among 
his fellows remaining silent, the 
question is being asked whether he 
approves of King Husain’s mission 
or, at any rate, does not know which 
way to turn. 

President Arif went yesterday to 
Kuwmt and today to Saudi Arabia 
and is expected to descend on Beirut 
late on Friday after King Husain 
has gone home. MSiammad 
Mahgoub saw King Faisal in Saudi 
Arabia yesterday, spent last night in 
Beirut worrying over visible Syrian 
obstinacy about attencBng a summit 
on the proposed date next week and 
dashed off to Damascus today. He 
was expected back in Beirut later 
before hurrying on to Cairo. 

This is the pace now being set in 
political pilgrimages under the stead¬ 
fast Middle East sun. 
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Nassei* agrees to 
plan for Yemen 

Talks on details next week 


FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT—Cairo, Aug. 24 

An advance was made today towards a solution of the Yemen 
problem—a problem which at one point brought Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia to the brink of war. 

Muhammad Ahmed Mahgoub, the Prime Minister of Sudan, 
who is visiting Cairo, announced that President Nasser had 
accepted Sudanese proposals for a settlement, which had already 

been approved by King Faisal. 

He said that President Nasser 
had approved the plan “in its 
entirety ” and that the President 
and King Faisal would meet in 
Khartum to discuss details. 

He did not say when they would 
meet, but reliable sources said that it 
was expected to be during the Arab 
summit conference which opens in 
Khartum on Tuesday. 

Mr. Mahgoub said he would take 
part in the meeting with President 
Nasser and King Faisal. 

It is believed that the Sudanese 
proposals might include the phased 
withdrawal of Egyptian troops from 
Yemen and their replacement by 
units from other Arab states, pos¬ 
sibly Algeria and Tunisia: the ter¬ 
mination of all Saudi assistance to 
the Yemen royalists; and the forma¬ 
tion of a caretaker government, 
drawn from all sectors of opinion, 
pending the holding of a plebiscite. 

During the recent Arab Foreign 
Ministers’ conference in Khartum 
Egypt proposed the reactivation of 
the Jiddah agreement, signed by 
President Nasser and King Faisal in 
August, 1965, and suggested that 
neither Egypt nor Saudi Arabia 
should supervise its enforcement 

Pakistan message 

The Jiddah agreement called for 
the withdrawal over a period of 10 
months of the Egyptian troops 
backing the Yemen republican 
regime, the termination of all Saudi 
assistance to the Yemen royalists, and 
a plebiscite on the form of govern¬ 
ment for Yemen. 

Mr. Sharifuddin Pirzada, the 
Pakistan Foreign Minister, had a 
meeting today with President Nasser 
during which they discussed the 
Middle East. Mr. Pirzada handed 
over a message from President 
Ayub Khan. 

Pakistan sources said that Presi¬ 
dent Nasser paid tribute to Pakistan’s 
support for the Arab countries 
against Israel aggression. 


Dayan party 
in Israel 
merger 

Tel Aviv, Aug. 24. —The Rati 
party of Israel’s defence minister. 
Mr. Moshe Dayan and her elder 
statesman, Mr. David Ben-Gurion. 
decided tonight to merge with 
Mapai, the party fronl wluchithey 
broke away in 1965. 

If the new arrangement is agreed 
to by Mapai, it puts Mr. Dayan 
into a sound position for national 
.leadership and consolidates his 
political standing. He would be¬ 
come a strong favourite for the 
premiership once Mr. Levi Eshkol, 
72. decides to resign. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion abstained from 
v<^n.g tonight. It was his quarrel 
yvith Mapai leaders which resulted 
in the formation of the splinter 
party. But he committed himself 
to be bound by his party’s majority 
vote. 

Confirmation of the merger is 
expected to be aiulhorized on Sunday 
by the Mapai Party, led by Mr. 
Eshkol and his Foreign Minister. 
Mr. Abba Eban. 

Also expected to join in the mer¬ 
ger is Ahduth Ha’avoda, slightly to 
the left of Mapai and Rafi. Mr. 
Yigal Alton, the Labour Minister, 
a,nd Mr. Israel Galili, the Informa¬ 
tion Minister, head this party which 
has been in alignment with Mapai 
since the last elections in 1965. 

The name of the new political 
combination will be “The Israel 
Labour Party”. Its prospective 
members hold 55 of the 120 
Knesset (Parliament) seats.— 
ciated Press. 
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SUDAN LEAD FOR 
YEMEN PEACE 


Arabs prepare for summit 


From JEROME CAMINADA—^Beirut, Aug. 25 


Arab Foreign Ministers have 
begum converging on Khartum 
for another meeting which begins 

tomorrow as a curtain raiser to a 

summit gathering next Tuesday. 
Most Arab heads of state intend 
to get on with a conference regard¬ 
less of whether the recalcitrant 
Syrian leaders attend. 

Sudan is a good venue because 
the Arabs, amid their present 
threshing, are looking for some 
country, Arab or non-Arab, to 
show them the road to take. 

Hopes are beginning to fall on 
Sudan after promising moves by 
Mr. Mahgoub, the Sudanese Prime 
Minister, to settle the quarrel over 
Yemen. 

So far, Mahgoub’s proposals have 
been accepted only in principle by 
President Nasser and King Faisal, the 
two men who matter outside Yemen. 
The Yemenis themselves have not 
gone even that far. Today Egypt is 
inclined to claim that she herself 
originated the present move, and 
neither the Yemen Republicans nor 
the Royalists seem to be inipressed. 


whole idea, and President Sallal is on 
his way to see President Nasser 
because he does not like it Both 

sides in the past have baulked at even 
any joint preliminary congress unless 
they could be sure beforehand that 
they had the winning hand. 

The strongest impulse towards a 
settlement now, in spite of these 
obstacles, is the fact that President 
Nasser has recently lost a war. 

Arab sniper fire 
wounds three 

FROM OUR CORRESPONENT 

Tel Aviv, Aug. 25 

Two members of the Israel border 
police and a paratrooper were shot 
in an exchange of fire with an Arab 
sniper last ni^t in the village of Abu 
Dis. south-east of Jerusalem. 

Israel forces this mominj demo¬ 
lished four buildings in the village 
as a punitive measure. A wounded 
Amb, suspected of being the sought 
sniper, was found in one of the 
houses. 


Extra safeguards 

President Nasser and King 
Faisal outlined a setflement after 
meeting in Jiddah two years ago but 
this_ came to nothing. There are 
similarities between the Jiddah plan, 
which Egypt wants revived, and 
Sudan’s present plan, though Sudan 
has proposed additional safeguards. 

According to some reports, Sudan’s 
formula is that Egyptian troops 
should leave Yemen in six to eight 
months, presumably at a date to be 
fixed when King Faisal and President 
Nasser meet privately in Khartum. 
Two years ago the withdrawal was to 
be within a slightly longer period. 

Under the new plan, a neutral 
force formed by Sudan, Tunisia and 
Algeria, or by other countries accept¬ 
able to Egypt and Saudi Arabia, 
would step in. Two years ago there 
was to be no such outside agency, 
though it had been suggested. 

Saudi support for the Royalists in 
money and kind would end, just as it 
was supposed to do in I%5. An 
interim government and later a 
plebiscite wouM be planned for 
Yemen as was also intended in 1965, 
but this time a neutral committee 
would try to make sure that the 
referendum took place. 

“ Plebiscite ” and “ referendum ” 
are odd words to apply to a country 
like Yemen, where it might take a 
week or months to climb to dwellings 
perched on top of the massive granite 
walis that cleave the central moun¬ 
tains, to say nothing of reaching 
wanderers in the eastern desert. 

But this vote is the nub of the 


Army units moved into the village 
after an Israel motorist reported that 
the highway was barricaded nearby 
and a sniper fired five shots at his 
car. Two bullet holes were found 
in the vehicle. 

The wounded Arab, his father and 
brother were detained for interroga¬ 
tion, officials said. 


Limits to Soviet 
commitment 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Caiko, Aug. 25 

The Soviet Union is ready to give 
support and aid to the AralK but 
at the same time “ is not prepared to 
butt with its head against the United 
States because this would lead to 
a nuclear confrontation”, Muham¬ 
mad Hassaenin Heykek editor of 
the authoritative Al Ahram said 
today. 

In his weekly article he added that 
the Arab-Soviet friendship won for 
the Arab nation political, economic 
and military support of paramount 
importance. But a friend could not 
ask his friend to give what was not 
within his power, otherwise such 
friendship look the form of exploita¬ 
tion. 

Although Russia is a dear friend 
of the Arab nation “ it is a shameful 
mistake tc consider eveiything done 
by the Soviet Union as indisputable 
gospel truth and anything else as 
heresy which leads to hell”. 
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RELEASE AND NO RELEASE 


As travel becomes safer the poEtical 
risks of moving about the world become 
more incalculable. The men. who came 
home yesterday after enduring two and 
a half months of heat and boredom in 
the Suez Canal were allowed to leave 
because replacements to man their 
imprisoned ships arrived from Britain. 
Only last week did Egypt grant visas 
allowing these others to go and take post 
in this wasteful exercfee of waiting for 
the day when the Suez Canal reopens. 
And that day, as is now plain, has 
become a counter in the barg ainin g over 
a general Middle Eastern settlement, to 
be used irrespective of concern for 
the ships and men confined within the 
Canal. 

These ships and their crews were there 
by the purest chance. Twenty-four 
hours later and the chopper would have 
come down on another set of vessels. 
Though dilatory, at least the Egyptian 
Government has done something. The 
Algerian Government has shown itself 
far more careless of human rights in flic 
detention of Captain David Taylor and 
Captain Trevor Coppleston. the pilots 
of the chartered aircraft in which Mr. 
Tshombe was the precious cargo. At 
gunpoint they were forced to fly to 
Algiers, and there they have remained 
for two months, without any charge, and 
without any statement whatsoever by 
the Algerian Government justifying its 
action. 

Of course this action cannot possibly 
be justified. Pleas that the pilots are 
comfortable, or that they are only 


under house arrest and not in gaol, 
hardly accord with the unwillingness of 
the Algerian Foreign Minister to grant 
the Swiss Ambassador an interview or 
to respond to the letter from Mr. 
George Brown which the Swiss 
Embassy in Algiers, acting on behalf of 
the British, transmitted. On two 
occasions only has a British official been 
able to see these two men, and that is as 
much satisfaction as can be had out of 
this Government that ought—judging by 
the experience of its own liberation 
struggle—^to be among the most ardent 
defenders of human rights. 

The excuses can be perceived but they 
can count for nothing. Plainly Mr. 
Tshombe has become an embarrassment. 
The Algerians do not want to pass him 
on to the Congo as presumably was 
originally planned. Yet they cannot think 
what else they can do with this hot 
political potato. The Government in 
Algiers may itself have been wholly 
ignorant of the plot to kidnap Mr. 
Tshombe. So were Captain Taylor and 
Captain Coppleston. There may have 
been some people in Algiers who were a 
party to it and the two pilots may un¬ 
wittingly have leamt something of what 
was behind the operation. To release 
them might mean some infonnation get¬ 
ting out that would be embarrassing. We 
do not know whether this is true, but even 
if it were so it is no excuse for the con¬ 
tinued detention of two innocent men 
who have now been held for two months 
without any charge or, indeed, without 
any of the elementary international con¬ 
ventions that should apply to such a case. 
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U N watchful after 
Sinai incident 

Egypt plane shot down 

From DAVID SPANIER, El QaBtara^ Aug. 27 

United Nations observers are watchful and alert after the ind- 
dents this weekend. An Egyptian Sukhoi-7 jet fighter was shot 
down yesterday by Israel anti-aircraft batteries near Bir Gafgafa 
m Sinai, 40 miles from the canal. 

The pilot was killed in the crash. A second aircraft managed 
to evade the groundfire and escaped back across the canal. 

^ A militai^ spokesman said that 


Mixed Arab 
feelings on 
Britain 

From JEROME CAMINADA 

Beirut, Auo. 27 

Relations between Britain and 
the Arabs will form a strong emo¬ 
tional current at the Arab summit 
conference in Khartum this week, 
and may be a potent factor in 
shaping decisions. Much of the 
agenda is on dealings with the west 
because this is the only medium 
the Arabs can find to strike back 
at Israel 

There is hate and hurt in some 
Arab minds, thou^ British and 
Arab officials may try to miniTTuVe 
it. It is uncertain, however, how 
far this will be reflected in what 
emerges from Khartum. 

In Lebanon, for example, official 
policy is moderate. The British 
Ambassador was sent home in June 
and Lebanon withdrew her own from 
London. But nothing further has 
bwn done to freeze political, econo¬ 
mic or cultural relations, and 
Lebanon would welcome any sudden 
British tourist invarion. 

Tourists, of course, mean money, 
but the ordio^ people about Beirut 
are not thinkmg merdy of their next 
piastre in being pleasant to visitors. 
I have found a remarkable friendli¬ 
ness among former acquaintances 
here. 

Extremist anger 

That is one side of the picture, 
but ffiere is another, very different 
and real. Some intdlectuals speak 
almost of a state of war with Britain, 
particularly former Palestinians who 
are in a frame of mind that whl not 
pass for years. 

These extremists do not shrug off 
ffie story that American and British 
aircraft helped the Israelis. They be¬ 
lieve what King Husain and Presi¬ 
dent Nasser said at the time, and 
think they have their own evidence 
besides. 

More moderate members of this 
^oup do not believe that Britain 
intervened directly, but say they are 
perplexed by thewaff of enmity ” 
towards the Arabs in the British press 
and on the radio last June. They 
yearn to be told there was no general 
enmity, but do not accept it when 
they are told. 

All these elements in Beirut can 
be translated to other coun^es. 
Jordan, too, depends on British and 
American material, money and 
tourism, but is also caught In the dis¬ 
content of her former Palestinians 
and bitterness at losing her most 
fruitful toritory. 

Iraq is also looking both ways and 
is being associated with anti-western 
proposals such as withholding ml 
and switching funds abroad. Yet 
British en^eers have been invited to 

An/1 jsnA ttim 


Egyptian aircraft had crossed the 
cease-fire boundary of the canal 
on several occasions m recent 
v/seks, but only marginally, TTus 
time the filters, presumed to be 
on a reconnaisanoe mission be¬ 
cause they were flying very low, 
were penetrating into Sinai. There 
was also an exchange of fire be¬ 
tween Egyptian and Israel forces 
for about an hour at dusk yester¬ 
day about five miles south of 
Ismailia. 

The Israelis, who were positioned 
about 500 yards east of the canal, 
returned fire opened by Egyijtians 
on the west bank. There were no 
Israel casualties. 

This was the first flare-up on the 
canal since the battles of mid-July. 
But even wh^ it is calm bwe, life 
is extremely active for the United 
Nations obs^ers., They are on the 
move up to 18 hours a day. 

On the front fine 

The canal its^ looks as flat and 
burnished as a strip of copper laid 
across the desert. On the far side 
a troop of Egyptian solffiers amble 
by m the heat The blue United 
Nations flag hangs strait down the 
mast. 

Major Roy Skinner’s cheerful 
Austrahan voice-reports tfiat all is 
relatively quiet As chief of the 
Umted Nations observers on the 
Israel side of the canal, he has a 
team of -12 officers—Burmese, Fin¬ 
nish. French and Swedish—to super¬ 
vise 67 miles of the canal. “ We are 
Sitting on the front line here,” Major 
Skinner said. 

“ We keep the canal under surveil¬ 
lance from dawn to dark, at a number 
of observation posts and along the 
roads”. Major Skiimer said. “We 
do not have enough men and we are 
kept pretty busy.” 

Six more observers are being sent 
by Finland. Some observation posts 
are just sand dunes, others are huts 
Mapped with refrigerators. Mafor 
Skinner has instant direct oommum- 
cation back to Jerusalem to notify 
General Ball, head of the cease-fire 
team, of any activity along the CanaL 

The Israel GovammOTt has, some¬ 
what reluctantly, handed back a part 
of Government House in Jerusalem 
to the United Nations. This build¬ 
ing, on a hilltop with a splendid view 
of the Old City, was formerly the 
residence of the British High Cbra- 
misaoner in mandatory times. Israel 
regards General Bull and his staff as 
returnmg, howevta', only as observers 
of the ,cease-firp,.not in ffieir former 
.Charity of. United.-Nations overseers 
of the armistice agreements, whi^ 
Israel no iong^ recognizes. 

Suez agreement 
extended 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

Jerusalem, Aug. 27 
^ Israel and Egypt , are to extend 
mdefinitely their agreement to 
abstain from navigation of ffie Suez 
Canal. The Israel Cabinet accepted 
the extension toni^t, on ffie expiry 
of the origmal one-month agreement. 
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Arab refugees receivtog money from Jordan authorities before crossing the Jordan to return to their 
homes on the Israel-occupied west bank. 

Sudanese leader brings 


Arabs together 


Cairo, Aug. 27 

If preparation were all that was 
needed, the Arab summit meeting 
due to open in Khartum on Tues¬ 
day evening would be ensured of 
resounding success. The past two 
weeks have seen an unparalleled 
coming and going of Ajab kin^ 
and presidents- between their 
capitals to sound out each others* 
opinions and .presumably lobby 
support for their own. 

The man who has done more 
than anyone to see that the meet¬ 
ing does take place—^which 
seemed doubtful only last week— 
is Muhammad Mahjoub, Sudan's 
tall, austere looking Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister, 
who is a poet in his ^are time. 

He cannot have been writing 
much recently. His outstanding 
performance as chief Arab 
spokesman at the United Nations 
General Assembly debates on the 
Middle East confirms the impres¬ 
sion that he prefers international 
diplomacy to domestic affairs. 

He is widely mentioned as a pos-, 
s.ible new Arab League secretary- 
general when the post comes up 
for renew^ next month. 

Three absentees 

In Spite of Mahjoub's efforts, atten¬ 
dance at the Khartum meeting will 
not be quite complete. 

King Hassan of Morocco has said, 
he will not be going but wiU send Dr. 
Muhammad Benheima, bis Prime 
Minister, instead. 

President Bourguiba of Tunisia has 
been forbidden to fly by his doctors 
after his recent heart attack but he. 


has already given his views on the 
vital point at issue by declaring that 
the Arabs should make peace wlfii 
Israel Crown Prince Rida of Libya 
is expected to represent his elderly 
and ailing uncle, King Idris, but aU 
other 10 Arab rulers are likely to be 
there. 

Ahmed Shukairy, the controversial 
head of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, whom many. Arabs sec 
as one of those chiefly responsible 
for the disaster, is insisting on taking 
part in the Foreign Ministers’ and 
summit meetings. 

■ A cartoon today in the Cairo news¬ 
paper Al Akram shows a lorry climb¬ 
ing a steep hill. It is marked “ Uni- 
Arab Action ”, and a large crate 
stamped “ Yemeni Problem ” is being 
jettisoned. A disconsolate Zionist 
and Hnperialist looking on are say¬ 
ing: “Oh, black day! The lorry 
can now get to the summit.” 

Bridges down 

Beyond doubt it has been the 
intractable Yemen affair which has 
nullified the TOsitive results of all 
previous Arab summits by keeping 
down the bridges l^tween Arab 
radicals and conservatives. 

' ha 1964 Israel had reason to be 
concerned by (die unified Arab 
military command^ but by last year, 
when King Faisal and Kmg Husain 
were ranged against Syria and 
Egypt, the Arab front once again 
fell to pieces. 

Mahjoub has said firmly that his 
plan for a solution in Yemen, whose 
details are to be discussed by King 
Faisal and President Nasser, at 
private meeflngs in Khartum, is 
secret and that anythii^ so far pub¬ 
lished about it is “entirely wrong”. 
Yet it is possible to estimate how 
far each side will go towards com¬ 
promise. 


King Faisal’s aim remains what it 
has always been—^Egyptian wiffi- 
drawal. I^esident Nasser wants to 
preserve the Yemen Republic at 
least until Britain leaves South 
Arabia. It would therefore seem un- 
avoi<teble that Arab troops from 
other countries must be brought in 
to replace the Egyptians, if only for 
a few months. 

Economic issues 

Apart from measures for strength¬ 
ening the Arab front, which will take 
the form of reviving the dead Arab 
solidarity agreement of the 1965 
Casablanca siunmit, the chief items 
on the Khartum agenda are econo¬ 
mic, arising ffom recommendations 
of the Baghdad Finance Ministers’ 
meeting. These have been kept 
secret but arc known to cover four 
main subjects: 

The use of Arab oil in the strug^e 
with “ enemy nations ”; the with¬ 
drawal of sterling cash balances from 
British banks; the creation of a joint 
Arab defence fund (based on Kuwaiti 
and Algerian proposals), and foreign 
interests in the Arab world, including 
possibilities of nationalization, reduc¬ 
tion of trade with hostile nations and 
expansion with friendly ones. 

In this context tiiere are likely to 
be some searching questions from 
Arab radicals about the recent 
rei^rted increase in Arab deposits m 
British banks. 

The most important item of all is 
unlikely- to' appear on the agenda 
paper. This is the recognition of 
Israel’s right to existence or a declara¬ 
tion of non-belligerence. Recent 
utterances by Shukairy and Syrian 
Ministers indicate that they would 
like to keep this taboo subject out ot 
the tallcs. 
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Khartum pact 
on Yemei 


Khartum, Aug. 30.— President. 

,Nasser and King Faisal of Saudi 
Arabia have reached agreement on 
the settlement of the Yemen prob¬ 
lem, it was learned here tonijit. 

According to the text of the 
agreernent, Egypt will withdraw 

her frbops from the Yemen and 
Saudi Arabia will stop military aid 
to all Yemenis. 

The two countries have invited 
Iraq, Morocco, and Sudan to form 
a comnuttee to see that the agree¬ 
ment is executed • properly.— 
Agence France Fresse, 

Frankness by Nasser, page 4 . 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 


Nasser candour on 
Israel victory 

Syria boycotts talks 

From PETER MANSFIELD—Kliartum, Aug. 30 


President Nasser of Egypt is 
reported to have been very candid 
at this morning’s session of the 
Arab summit conference in Khar¬ 
tum in admitting the mistakes 
made by himself and his Army 
commanders in the brief June war 
with Israel. 

He gave an account of his con¬ 
versations with Marshal Tito and 
his view of the Yugoslav Presi¬ 
dent’s suggestions for a political 
solution in the Middle East. He 
told the other Arab kings and 
presidents that the United Arab 
Republic was prepared to go to 
war again to recover lost Arab 
territories, provided the other 
Arab states were equally prepared 
to throw all their resources into 
the battle. 

He was clearly referring to Arab 
oil wealth and the millions of 
pounds deposited in western, 
especially British, banks. 

President Nasser and King Husain 
of Jordan today had luncheon to¬ 
gether, and it may be assumed that 
their discussions concentrated on the 
political aspects of obtaining an Israel 
withdrawal from the west bank of 
Jordan and the Sinai Desert 

This evening. President Nasser had 
a private meeting with King Faisal of 
Saudi Arabia at the Khartum resi¬ 
dence of Muhammad Ahmad 
Mahgub. the Sudan Prime Minister. 

Two features 

On this, the second day, of die 
Arab summit meeting in the Sudan 
capital, two important features of 
the conference have emerged. One 
is President Nasser’s strong desire to 
obtain the approval of his fellow 
heads of states for the course of 
action he proposes, and the other is 
the Syrian regime’s unconcealed ^s- 
like of the way things are going in 
the Arab world. 

Before the conference opened, the 
setni-oflBcial Cairo newspaper Al 
Ahram said that Egypt was prepared 
to make every possible effort for the 
conference’s success, and tois has 
been confirmed by many other 
Egyptian sources. 

At this morning’s session at the 
republican palace. President Nasser 
spoke at some lengdj. 

President Bourguiba of Tunisia 
and King Hassan of Morocco have 
both sent polite messages of good 
will, regretting their inability to 
attend. President Podgomy of Russia 
and Mr. Kosygin, the Soviet Prime 
Minister, have also written to eiipress 
their full support for the Arab efforts 

It is the Syrian attitude, however, 
which, although not entirely unex¬ 
pected, has been the subject of 
widest comment Ibrahim Makhus, 


the Syrian Foreign Minister, who has 
been here since last week when he 
came for the Foreign Ministers’ 
meeting, said yesterday that he had 
been in contact with Damascus by 
telephone, and expected to be dele¬ 
gated by President Atasri to attend 
the summit as his representative if 
the Syrian President himself was un¬ 
able to come. In fact, he did not 
obtain this approval and Syria was 
the only one of 13 Arab states 
entirely unrepresented at last ni^t’s 
opening meeting. 

This marks &e Syrians off from 
their fellow radicals, the Algerians, 
for Colonel Boumedienne. while 
obviously unenthusiastic about the 
summit from the beginning, has 
W'ished to avoid the impression of an 
Algerian boycott by sending Abdu- 
laziz Boutefiika, his Foreign Minister, 
to represent him. The Syrian dele¬ 
gation would now appear to have no 
altomative to withdrawing from 
Khartum. 

Oil controversy 

Khartum. Aug. 30.—Syria is boy-, 
cotting the Arab summit conference 
here apparently because the three 



Fr^ident Nasser is greeted at 
Khartum airport by Istnail 
al-Azhari, chaiiman of the Sudan 
Supreme Council. 

main Arab oil-exporting nations 
opposed continuation of an oil ban 
against the west, conference sources 
said tonight 

The sources said that Ibrahim 
Makhus, the Syrian Foreign Mini¬ 
ster. told some delegates that there 
was no purpose in the sutnmit meet¬ 
ing because Saudi Arabia, Libya, and 
Kuwait now opposed the oil embargo 
on the ground that it was cutting 
vital revenues. 

Dr. Makhus told reporters tiiat he 
would go home tomorrow because 
tliB Arab Foreign Ministers who 
drew up the summit agenda had 
refused to endorse resolutions made 
by Arab finance and petroleum 
Ministers in Baghdad catllfer this 
month.— Reuter. 
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EGYPT ARMY TO 
LEAVE YEMEN 


From PETER MANSFIELD—K-hartum, Aug. 31 

The United Arab Republic has agreed to evacuate its troops from 
Yemen within three months, which means that it should be leaving 
South Arabia just ahead of Britain. A transitional government is 
to be set up immediately in Sanaa, with Marshal Abdullah Sallal 
as a figurehead president without executive powers. 

Between three and six months after the Egyptian evacuation 
there is to be a national plebiscite for the Yemen people to decide 
what type of government they want. 

These are the teeth of the agree---- 

ment between King Faisal of 


Saudi Arabia and President 
Nasser of Egypt to resolve the 
intransigent five-year-old Yemen 
problem, which was announced 
early this morning by Muhammad 
Mahgub, the Sudan Prime 
Minister. 

Two features of the agreement 
are outstanding. One is that it 
leaves the responsibility for seeing 
that it is earned out to the govern¬ 
ments of states other than Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Republic, Cairo's original pro¬ 
posal, made a month ago, for the 
formation of a three-man commit¬ 
tee to supervise the agreement has 
been accepted by Saudi Arabia. 

Egypt h^ chosen Iraq, and 
Saudi Arabia, Morocco. It was a 
foregone conclusion that Sudan 
would be the third member, agreed 
by both sides. 

The Yemen republicans today 
showed strong resentment against 
the efforts to solve their country’s 
problems over their heads. Presi¬ 
dent Sallal issued a statement say¬ 
ing that the Yemenis rejected all 
interference in their internal affairs. 

Beirut. Aug. 31.-—Between 
1.500 and 2,000 Russian artillery 
troops in Egyptian uniforms are 
fighting in Yemen against royalist 
guerrillas. Prince Hassan al- 
Husain. a royalist commander, said 
here today.—Aew York Times 
News Service. 


Warning to 
Rhodesia on 
executions 

Britain yesterday gave Rhodesia 
a warning that executions it 
planned to carry out “could be 
murder ”. 

The Commonwealth Office 
issued this statement; " The 

British Government has seen, with 
great concern, reports that Mr. 
Lardner-Burke stated in Salisbury 
today, on behalf of the illegal reg¬ 
ime, that they had decided to exe¬ 
cute three people who had earlier 
been sentenced to death, and were 
reviewing further cases as the 
result of which more sentences 
might be carried out 

“ Under the law of Rhodesia no 
death sentence can lawfully be 
carried out until it has been con¬ 
firmed by the Governor, and that 
confirmation has been notified to 
the sheriff by the Attorney General 
of Southern Rhodesia. 

“The carrying out of a death 
sentence without the confirmation 
and notification required by the 
law would itself be murder, impos¬ 
ing the heaviest personal responsi¬ 
bility on everybody who took pari 
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An Egyptian’s report 
from Israel 

By Waguih Ghali 


Reports from the Arab summit leeting in Kliartum suggest that President Nasser may be using his 
influence in favour of negotiating a political settlement with Israel. Waguih Ghali, an Egyptian 
writer who has just returned from Israel—the first Egyptian, it is believed, to be given official 
permission to visit the country since 1948 —discussed with Ar^s now in Israel or Israel-occupied 
territory what they thought their future was and how they assessed President Nasser’s authority* 


The must popular tilin in isiael just 
now is an Israeli documentary entitled 
The Six Days War. One has to fight a 
way through the crowds to buy a ticket. 

1 ntanag^ to get a seat in a corner and 
sat imagining myself conspicuous and 
teeling rather sheepish at the thought of 
watching Israel’s military glorification at 
the expense of my own countrymen. 
Sure enough, the famous eye-patch 
appeared and there was clapping and 
cheering. Some ntmutes later there was 
a tremendous roar and tumultuous clap¬ 
ping. Nasser had come on to the screen. 
Fighting broke out in the audience and 
[ never saw the film. This in the very 
heart of Israel, in ii-S capital. 

During the next few days I inter¬ 
viewed three very different people. A 
high-ranking police oflacer. a charming 
Israeli Army gcneraL and one of the 
exiled Arab notables. Among other 
things. I asked the same two questions 
of each of them. The first question w'as 
whether they w’cre surprised at the cheer¬ 
ing of Nasser in Israel (.by Arabs. I 
hasten to add). 

None was surprised. The police 
officer told me that he knew from the 
‘•security people” that Nasser’s popu¬ 
larity had not diminished in the least, 
certainly not in the Arab villages of 
Israel in spite of talk of ” donating their 
blood to the Israeli troops and that in 
bis opinion, alihou^ the reaction to the 
film was controllable in Israel, it would 
cause riots in Ga^^a. 

Individuals in the Israeli Army are 
completely disarming by their candid¬ 
ness. From nearly all I have spoken 
to I get the impression they are very 
much above politics or propaganda. The 
Israeli general 1 spoke to told me that 
had he been Egyptian he would have 
been a Nasser man. and that if there 
had been no Nasser, he would have 
tried to be one himself. 

PEACE FROM NASSER? 

My second question was: ‘'Don't 
you think that peace between you and 
us could only come through Nasser, and 
that the more Nasser established himself 
as leader of the Arab world, the more 
chances there would be for peace ? ” 
Both the police officer and the general 
thought that was the case, but they 
regretted the Egyptian radio broadcasts. 
Shukairy. the fedayeen. &c. 
■■ Although the general admitted. 
" there has hardly been any penetration 
into Israel from Gaza in recent years.” 

I had great difficulty in contacting the 
exiled Arab and. paradoxicalh. we 
parted on very bad terms. 1 reached 
him through an old school friend, one 
of the Zananiris. a .still powerful and 
rich family whether they are under Jor¬ 
danian or Israeli rule. The notable was 
haughty but intelligent and faithful (o 
his king. Being a genuine Hashemite, 
he personally disdained NaNser. Never¬ 
theless. his conception of Israel tallied 
very much with what 1 had begun to 
sense. 

” Of course ”, he said. *■ the i iff-ralf 
would applaud Nasser anywhere, even 
in the capital of Israel." To the second 
question, whether an understanding 
with Israel would eventually have to 
come through Nasser, be shook his 
bead. ” There will never be peace ”. he 
said. ” No doubt Nasser wants peace 
with Israel—be only uses Israel to 
gather the Arab masses behind turn tor 
his own projects; but Israel doe.s not 
want peace.” 

T told him that 1 had been impressed 
, by the fact that nearly every Israefi I 
I had talked to seemed genuinely to yearn 


for peace. He did not contradict this, 
but on the contrary supported it by 
saying that he had been treated with 
great courtesy by the otiicials. by the 
police to whom he had to report dirce 
times a day, and by representatives of 
the security police who visited him. He 
too fell that the people really wanted 
peace. “ But ”, he continued, *' the 
Zionist movement, which is very close to 
and controls the Israeli Government, 
has a blue-print of objectives in the 
Middle Ea.sl and they do not want peace 
until all these objectives are reached.” 

Thi.s Zionist long-drawn blue-print 
of objectives in the Middle East is 
pas&ionalely believed in by every Arab 
intellectual with whom I have spoken, 
whether Jordanian or Israeli. When I 
remarked that if that is the case, then 
the .Arabs are placing right into Israel's 
hands by giving them excuses to carry 
out this plan, 1 was always told that 
most of those "so-called " provocations 
have been carried out by Israelis them¬ 
selves; and as an early example of this, 
I was told about the ZioQi.sis blowing 
up Synagogues in Iraq, many years ago. 
to frighten the Iraqi Jews into migrat¬ 
ing to Israel. One very literate Arab 
swore Ahmad Shukairy (the Palestinian 
leaderl is a Zionist agent. (1 find this a 
most sensible belief.) 

OUT OF TOUCH 

The conception of Israel I shared with 
the exiled Arab notable, is that the Israeli 
Government's mood is completely 
divorced from that of the people and that 
it doe.s not reflect the people's feeling m 
any way. Before reaching Israel. I natur¬ 
ally expected to see a lot of arrogance 
and elation among the population. 1 was 
moved and surprised to see that I had 
been wrong. The only arrogance I en¬ 
countered came from English and 
.American Jewish tourists living in ex¬ 
pensive hotels, wooed by the government 
and disdained by the ordinary lsracli>. 
What was even more remarkable was 
that when 1 confessed myself to be 
Egyptian to groups of Israelis their onlv 
reaction was to tell me that ” Nasser has 
good intentio.ns for the Egyptians, but 
that he is making mistakes ”. This view, 
as 1 have already mentioned, is typical 
of every non-government Israeli I have 
met. from taxi-drivers to generals in the 
army. 

The contrast, when one speak.s to 
government officials, or examines gov¬ 
ernment policies, is striking, particularly 
since this is a democratic government. 
And, no matter how imaginary the 
" Middle East blue-print ” is. it is very 
easy to believe in h. 

The most unpleasant momeoLs 1 spent 
in Israel were those when I attended 
meetings of some of the innumerable 
American Zionist organizations being 
addressed by government spokesmen 
and by ministers. Here. I felt, the 
speaker really said what he thought 
Biblical passages condoning everything 
Israel does and extending even the 
present border*, shouts of “ Aliya ” [the 
bridge between American Jews and 
Israel] and pleas to come and settle in 
the newly acquired territories of Israel 
This to an audience whose Justification 
for settling in the Middle East is. to most 
Arabs, incomprehensible. 

Once more from the Israeli side I 
talked to a university lecturer and chief 
adviser to the government on Arab 
affairs. "Nasser”, he told me. "must 
concentrate on Egypt and not interfere 
in the affairs of other Arab states "i He 
refused to acknowledge that Nasser has 
a right to care about the welfare of non- 


Egyptian Arabs a-s much as Israeli Jews 
care about non-Israeli Jew.s. I felt that 
he. like other government spokesmen, 
believed in .some Jewish divine right 
which is denied other people. 

Gaza apart (where the population find 
even a temporary Israeli domination in¬ 
tolerable). there are three different Arab 
opinions about the future in what con¬ 
stitutes Israel at present: the Arabs who 
have lived in Israel for 20 years, the 
Old City Arabs, and the West Bank 
Arabs. 

The Israeli Arabs, who bave lived 
under martial law for 19 years, have 
been jostled from their fatalistic com¬ 
placency by what they have just seen. 
They came into contact 'vith prosperous 
Old City .Arab mercbanis. and they are 
indignant at their own state. They had 
always been led to believe that under 
Israeli rule they enjoyetl a very- much 
higher .standard of living to any other 
Arab. They also seem lo be suddenly 
aware that they are not sharing in the 
Israeli standard of living (a standard of 
living dependent on foreign donations 
and unrelated to the country’s produc¬ 
tivity and earnings). Paradoxically, just 
when the .Arabs have been devastatingly 
defeated, they are complaining bitterly 
about their fate, and they are now talk¬ 
ing about the " sirug^e must go on ” 
and cheering Nasser in the cinema— 
.something they would not have dared 
to do a year ago. Passive up to now. they 
see the future as a militant struggle. 

The Old City Arabs are very disunited 
in their opinions about the future. If 
they are prospering under the new rulers 
and arc not worried by rumours (emana¬ 
ting from .Ammanl that their business is 
going to be " taken over ” they remind 
you that they are in fac’i Palestinian and 
that Jordan was also an alien rule. If 
their business is declining they are natur¬ 
ally very anti-lsraei. In general the Old 
City Arabs have nol been separated from 
their families by this cleavage of Jordan 
and. indecisive about the future as they 
are, they seem likely to respond to who¬ 
ever WOOS them best. 

ENEMY WITHIN 

The West Bank inhabitants do not 
contemplate permanent Israeli domina¬ 
tion. The less passionate visualize a 
period of negoiiavion afler which the 

Old Cii) w-ould be inlernaiionalized. 
with the West Bank reverting lo Jordan. 
The more passionate see themselves as 
“ fighting the enemy from within AU 
have families and re{ali\es in Jordan and 
a permanent separation is unthinkable. 
But there is a third small but articulate 
and inleiligent faction. It thinks in 
terms of an Arab Palestinian govern¬ 
ment. negotiating both with Jordan and 
Israel. The irony of the situation is that 
this faction is in Israel’s bad books 
because originally it was against King 
Husain. (Early this year Mr. E^kol’s 
Government declared that if King 
Husain were toppled, Israeli troops 
would march into Jordan.) 

On the other hand, if some weeks ago 
there was no clear pattern of behaviour 
by the Israel Government, now at least 
part of its plans is clear. Not only the 
Old City, but also the West Bank is 
going to be annexed to Israel, with only 
a token number of refijgees allowed to 
return, and in no circumstances will 
this land ever return to Jordan. Plans 
for settling Jews, in the Old City and in 
the West Bank are already under way, 
and the pleas and encouragements to 
Jews abroad to settle in Israel and to 
populate these territories confirm that 
the final decision has been taken. 
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Arabs to resume 
sales of oil 


Profits will compensate 
Egypt and Jordan 

The United Stat^ raised her crude oil exports in 
July to 70 times the monthly averse to help nations 
Middle East oil, Reuter reports from 
Wasliington. Britain received 38 per cent of the July 
total, her receipts amounting to nearly 3,300,000 
barrels. 


From PETER MANSFIELD, Khartum, Sept. 1 

The leading Arab oil-producing stales have won their case 
to end the economic boycott of Britain and the United Slates 
but have paid a heavy,price for it. 


Twelve Arab kings and presi¬ 
dents announced here tonight their 
decision to allow the resumption of 
the flow of oil that has been cut 
off since the June war with Israel 
and to use the extra revenues to 
compensate the Arab states that 
have suffered—that is Jordan and 
the United Arab Republic. 

Kuwait’s proposal to establish 
an Arab Defence Fund has 
been adopted and Kuwait itself 
will contribute £55m. annu¬ 
ally, Saudi Arabia £50m. and 
Libya £30m. These sums are to 
be paid until “ the effects 
of aggression have been eli¬ 
minated Since it is reliably 
reported that Egypt will receive 
£95m. this will almost exactly 
compensate it for the loss of 
revenues through closure of the 
Suez Canal and it means that the 
U.A.R. will not be in any mood 
to consider reopening the canal 
until Israel withdraws from Sinai. 

Foreign bases 

Another decision at the end of 
the four-day Arab summit meeting 
expressed the determination of the 
heads of state to see all foreign 
military bases removed from Arab 
soil. But this is hardly a burning 
issue since Libya has already 
started negotiations for the re¬ 
moval of the British base at 
Tobruk and the United States 
Wheelus base near Tripoli. 

The oil stales, which are not in 
the front line with Israel, have 
always been open to the charge 
that they contribute nothing like 
their full potential for the Arab 
cause. Now this can no longer 
be said and in accepting their 
money. Egypt is in effect giving a 
formal guarantee to refrain from 
stimulating the resentment of the 
Arab masses against them 

The remaining resolutions of the 
Arab heads of stale are in general 
terms. They say that they have 
agreed: to unify their ranks having 
settled their differences, to co¬ 
ordinate their economic and 
foreign policies, and strengthen 
their armed forces. As was expec¬ 
ted. there are to be “ no peace or 
negotiations with Israel and no 
question of recognition of the 
Israel state ”. 

Nevertheless, there is little 
doubt that the Arab leaders have 
decisively rejected the idea of a 
second round with Israel. 

Leading article. pi>gc 11; Busi* 
ocss news, page 15. 


Sovereigns 
missing at 
Mint 

The Royal Mint yesterday mis¬ 
laid 187 newly minted sovereigns, 
worth £5 to £6 each on the black 
market. About 20 workers in the 
department concerned were 
searched and the deparimetil was 
inspected by security men. 

A senior employee at the Mint 
said: “The sovereigns were in a 
bag and the easiest way to dispose 
of them is to sling the bag over 
the 30ft. high wall. It happened 
before with 3d. pieces.” 

When the staff security men 
failed to find the coins, they called 
in detectives but still could not 
trace the money. A bullion dealer 
said: “ These coins would be 
worth at least £2,000 to anyone 
who smuggled them to Pakistan 
or India.” 

Police said last night that it had 
not been positively established that 
the sovereigns were stolen. Tliey 
might have been misplaced. 
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UN INVITATION ON ADEN 
CRISIS REFUSED 


FROM JEROME CAMINADA 

Beirut, Sept. 1 

TTie United Nations mission 
on South Arabia arrived in Beirut 
today still trying to find, like 
the end of the rainbow, an agree¬ 
ment on the territory. 

Its three members were met 
by the news that the National 
Liberation Front (N.L.F.), one of 
the two militant groups which they 
sought to meet here, had stated it 
would boycott them. No decision 
on whether the Front for the 
Liberation of Occupied South 
Yemen (Flosy) will come from 
Cairo is expected before tomor¬ 
row. 

There was no definite news 
either of whether Britain intended 
to respond to the mission’s invi¬ 
tation to be represented at any 
meetings here. 

Two men who described them¬ 
selves as N.L.F. “delegates” said 
at a press conference that the United 
Nations mission was “ aligning itself 
wth imperialism The long-stand¬ 
ing United Nations resolutions on 
Aden were the minimum of the 
people’s basic demands and throng 
popular struggle these rights would 
be \yon without conditions or bar¬ 
gaining. The N.L.F., however, was 
not seeking power. 

Unusual interest 

More than usual interest is being 
taken here in all of South Arabia 
because of Britain’s resignation and 
the Arab summit conference which 
ended in Khartum today. Statements 
in London that Britain has already 
washed her hands of South Arabia 
sound so cynical to some that in 
Amman yesterday I was asked: “ Is 




[ Sarajde, Yugoslav 

Ambassador, who delivered 
President Tito’s message to 
10 Downing Street, after the 
President’s Middle East visit 

Britain going to wash her hands 
altogether of the Middle East out¬ 
side of Israel ? ” 

Reports from Khartum today 
show.tbat President Sallal of Yemen 
is So disgruntled over the Yemen 
agreement between President Nasser 
-and King Fmsal that he failed to 
attend a crucial general session held 
from about midnight until early to¬ 
day. He complains that he was not 
consulted and is suspicious of a 
referendum after a committee con¬ 
sisting of Sudan, Iraq and Morocco 
. had tri&d to pave the way for 
agreement. 

It was agreed last night feat Egypt 
should get f95m. and Jordan £40m. 
to offset losses in fee June war with 
Israel, the donors being Kuwait 
(£55m.), Saudi Arabia (£50m,). and 
Libya (£30m.). Syria was left out. 


partly at any rate, because she boy¬ 
cotted fee conference. 

Kuwait had previously given £15m. 
to Egypt, £10m, to Jordan and £5m. 
each to Iraq and Syria. This new 
decision, announced today, was a 
pointer to the final trend of fee con¬ 
ference. 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Libya 
were opposed to any oil embargoes 
and Saudi Arabia, according to a 
reliable report, said she could cut 
off oil exports only if fee Arab states 
found themselves ready to resume 
war against Israel, Now it seems 
feat instead of trying to harm 
Britain and fee United States and 
thereby shut off their own revenue, 
these three Arab countries prefer 
to yield their oil proceeds for a short 
period to those who bore the brunt 
of the war. Iraq, who wanted a boy¬ 
cott of oil exports, stands aside and 
will evidently herself restore her 
losses in the fighting in Jordan for 
fee purpose of these payments is to 
rebuild armed forces. 

^Resistance the way’ 

President Nasser is reported as say¬ 
ing: “ We have no other way but 
resistance which is the way of life ”, 
but he made it clear that he was 
speaking of fee next 20 years if need 
be and not an immediate war. The 
first step was to become stronger 
militarily. 

At this point, according to a reliable 
account here. President Nasser turned 
to King Husain and said; “ How long 
<^n you endure fee present situa¬ 
tion ? ” Bluntly, fee King replied: 
“ Two months.” King Husain is 
thought to have been pressing for “ a 
quick diplomatic solution” of his 
position against Israel and this in¬ 
volved him last night in acid argument 
wife Ahmad Shukairy, chairman of 
fee Palestine Liberation Orcanization. 
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Printing House Square, London, E.C.4. Telephone: 01-236 2000 


THE ROAD FROM 
KHARTUM 


The two main open results whict 
have come out of the Khartum Arat 
summit invite a certain amount ol 
scepticism. First, the three rich 
Arab countries—Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, 
and Libya—are to compensate the 
three war victims—Egypt, Jordan, 
and Syria—to the tune of £140m. 
Rich Arabs have been helping pool 
Arabs, out of obvious selJ-interest, for 
rnany years. But this is a v-ery big 
arnount. even if it is spread over some 
rime, and the oil countries are hard up 
because exports have been deliberately 
cut down for political reasons. Ten 
years ago, when after Suez Jordan 
broke its treaty with Britain, Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt, and Syria agreed to con- 
tnbute £12,500,000 annually to Jordan’s 
Exchequer to replace British aid; but 
except for a bit from the Saudis this 
remain^ a paper gesture. The Arab 
world is still probably not ready for 
mutu^ self-help on such a large scale, 
and the real implication of this decision 
may be that oil-producing countries are 
now free to export again normally if 
they can. 


The second decision mvolves winding 
up the civil war in Yemen. Here again 
piecedents are bad. Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia have agreed before to end their 
aid to the two sides, but suspicions have 
proved too strong and the war and the 
aid have gone on. Admittedly the shock 
of the defeat by Israel has produced a 
new situation. Egypt simply cannot 
afford the cash cost of the Yemen expe¬ 
dition, however great may be the risks 
of bringing home more disgruntled 
troops from a second unsuccessful war. 
The whole of southern Arabia looks 
like starting a period of increased turbu¬ 
lence, in which rival bands will be seek- 
ing to consolidate tbemselves in as much 


of Yemen and the federation as they 
can. Will other interested Arab parties 
really be able to hold aloof from this 
power struggle? And what will be¬ 
come of Britain’s defence commitments 
to the new state (if there is one) after 
withdrawal ? 

Both these decisions of the conference 
can be presented as a clearing of the 
decks so that the Arab governments can 
concentrate on the real matter which 
brought them to Khartum—^what to do 
about Israel’s military victory. So far 
only hints have been given as to what 
was debated there behind closed doors, 
let alone any course of action that was 
decided on. The violence with which the 
“ revolutionary ” Arab governments— 
Algeria and Syria—have insisted that 
never will they be party to any “ liquida¬ 
tion of the Palestine problem ” suggests 
that they think other governments are 
ready to do this. This may just be strik¬ 
ing an attitude, as Iraq did in 1949 when 
it alone refused to sign an armistice with 
Israel. It seems premature to suppose 
that Egypt and Jordan have agreed a 
positive plan for a political settlement 
with Israel. All that has been suggested 
so far is a number of bargaining posi¬ 
tions—that Israel must withdraw, that 
Jerusalem is Arab, and so on. This would 
be natural, whether or not Arab leaders 
were thinking in terms of serious bar¬ 
gaining. The true centres of activity are 
going to be in Washington and Moscow, 
and a little later at the United Nations. 

The Khartum summit has not pro¬ 
duced any genuine unanimity—the 
Arabs cannot speak, let alone negoti¬ 
ate, with one voice. But that was hardly 
to be expected. Their overt differences 
might have been a good deal worse, and I 
there must surely have been hard think¬ 
ing of which the rest of the world has 
still to hear. 
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Oil flows again 
but Suez Canal 
stays shut 


By DAVID JONES 

President Nasser can afford to 
keep the Suez Canal closed for 
several more months. This is the 
first result of the Khartum con¬ 
ference. British oil companies last 
night ^inted out that the bulk 
of the increased costs incurred as 
a result of the Middle East war 
in June would still have to be met. 

British Petroleum have been the 
hardest hit by the Suez Canal closure, 
which by the end of the year will 
have cost close on £100m.'in extra 
freight and refinery costs. The com¬ 
pany has had to ship supplies from 
Iran round the Cape- 

Last night there was confusion 
among the oil companies, as reports 
from Cairo radio, and an ambiguous 
communique by Sudanese Prime 
Minister Mohammed .Mimed Mah- 

goub, 'spoke of the ** resumption of 
production ” by the Arab countries. 

But the companies were agreed that 
if the Arab countries which cut off 
supplies to the three western nations 
alleged to have given support to Israel 


Egypt seeks 
Italian loan 
extension 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
Rome, Sept. 1 

The Governor of The Central 
Bank of Egypt, Nazmi Abdel- 
hamid, today lunched with Dr. 
Guido Carli, the Governor of the 
Bank of Italy, to discuss partial re¬ 
financing and rescheduling of 
Egypt's large debt to Italy. 

Mr. Abdelhamid and a group of 
Egyptian banking experts will spend 
five days in Rome and two days in 
Milan mating Italian bankers and 
industrialists, before going on to 
Paris to meet with French bankers. 

rialy is one of Egypt’s principai 
creditors, although no figures have 
been officially published, it is under¬ 
stood that the total of bank loans 


in the June war were to resume pump- 
mg oil, then this was welcome news. 
The closure of the canal was still the 
mator burden of their extra costs. 

A spokesman for British Petroleum 
said last 'night that the resumption 
of supplies from the Arab couatrics 
could not make any immediate differ¬ 
ence. The first move would probably 
be to restart shipments from Libya. 

■■Vnd the oil companies were agreed, 
too, that the attitude of Syria was 
a large question mark hanging over 
the resumption of supplies from the 
Middle East Pipelines from Saudi 
Arabia and Iraq to the Mediterranean 
pass through Syria, and the Damascus 
Government, which has boycotted 
the Arab summit conference, could 
continue to ban oil movements. 


Shipowners 
not surprised 

Ye-sterday’s agreement in Khar¬ 
tum under which Egypt is to re¬ 
ceive £95m. aid, thus enabling the 
-Suez Canal to remain closed for 
several more months, will only 
confirm the expectations of many 
shipowners. 

It is likely that the continued 
closure of the Canal would lead to 
an increase in freight rates for dry’ 
cargo vessels but, if the oil embar¬ 
goes are in fact lifted, tanker freights 
may begin to ease, even if the Canal 
remains sealed. 

There has for some time been an 
assumption that the Canal would not 
be reopened for several months. W 
whereas the tanker freights seem to 
have taken full account of this, with 
two and three voyage charters being 
taken which will last until the end of 
the year, dry cargo freights do not 
appear to have fully reflected this 
fa-ospset. 

It seems unlikely that shippers can 
hold back indefinitely, and it nuy be 
that We shall see more cargo being 
offered, and the shipping lines com¬ 
ing into the market to charter extra 
tonnage. One forecast last night was 
that dry cargo rates might rise by 50 
per cent by Christinas. 
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Egypt seeks 
Italian loan 
extension 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
Rome. Sept. 1 

TTie Governor of The Central 
Bank of Egypt. Nazmi Abdel- 
hamid, today lunched with Dr. 
Guido Carli, the Governor of the 
Bank of Italy, to discuss partial re¬ 
financing and rescheduling of 
Egypt's large debt to Italy. 

Mr. Abdelbantid and a group of 
Egyptian tonking experts wll spend 
five days in Rome and two days in 
Milan m«ting Italian bankers and 
industrialists, be-fore going on to 
Paris to QKot with French bankers. 

Italy is one of Egypt’s principal 
creditors, although no figures have 
been officially published, it is under¬ 
stood that the fotai of bank loans 
and export credits owed by the 
Egyptians is almost SI 50m. Most of 
this sum is made up of loans made 
by a group of Italian banks, led by 
the Banca Commerciale Italiana and 
iududing the Banco Di Roma, 
the Banca Nazionale Del I.aboro. the 
In.stituto Mobiliare Italiano and 
Mediobanca--the countn’s principal 

banks. 

Today’s meeting was de!\-oted to a 

review of Egypt’s total position to¬ 
wards Italy. Tlie Bank of Italy, 
al^ugh it can offer a general policy 
opinion to the creditor banks, will 
not make any final decision on re¬ 
financing. Mr. Abdelhamid will meet 
with the banks and Ministry of 
Treasury offidals on an individual 
basis during the next several davs. 

It is understood that the Egyptians 
are not especially anxious to obtain 
large scale new financing, altlwu^ 
this position may change. Instead it 
seems that they desire principally to 
consolidate their debt position 'and 
regain Italian confidence. 


£ suffers 
further loss 

BY OUR B.tNKING CORRESPONDENT 

Following its sharp setback on 
Thursday, the pound lost a fur¬ 
ther !-16c. against the dollar 
yesterday to close just below 
$2.78-j. In two days a total loss 
of ic. has brought sterling back 
to where it was a week ago, before 
the successful Croup of Ten meet¬ 
ing In London and the Govern¬ 
ment's mild reflationary package. 
Foreign exchange dealers believe 
that on the week the Bank of 
England has probablv been a net 
buyer of dollars. 

Monday’s market may be affected 
by reports from Khartum that Arab 
sutes not ?Avolved in the war with 
Israel have agreed there to give 
£140m. aid to Egypt, Jordan, and 
Syria. 

Both the Bank of England and the 
Treasury dedtned to comment on 
the possibility of some of the funds 
being paid by drawing on Ltfddon 
balances. Half the aid. it is reported, 
w-ill be paid immediately after the 
summit conference and the remainder 
within three monihs. 

Certainly ail of the gains made 
on Tuesday, when the Bank was busy 
purchasing dollars and the pound w as 
rising strongly, will have gone into 
the August reserves which are to be 
published b>' the Treasury next 
Nfonday. 

It is conceivable, too, that last 
Monday, when the London market 
was closed, the reserves could have 
benefited from any overseas central 
bank aedvi^* that may have been con¬ 
ducted on the Bank of England's 
behalf. 

On Wednesday, too. the pound was 
still basking in the glow of the Group 
of Ten monetary agreement, but if 
normal Exchange Conirol practice is 
followed any gains made then will 
come into the September returns. 
Tbere is nothing to stop the 
authorities, if they wished to iwt the 
best posable gloss on the August 
oumim, from meluding their dollar 
purchases on Wednesday in last 
month’s reserves picture. 

The pressure at the end of this 
week, estimated in the market to have 
cost the Bank at least flOm. on 
Thursday but less yesterday, will not 
affect next week’s gold announce¬ 
ment. but dealers are nevertheless 
prepared for a published loss of up 
to £20m. 
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Israel decides to keep her 
wartime gains 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT—Tel Aviv, Sept. 3 


In an oflicial response to the 
resolutions of the Arab summit 
conference in Khartum, Israel 
tonight said in effect that she 
would meet intransigence with 
intransigence. 

Officials in Jerusalem did not 
share the opinion of observers 
abroad who regarded the Arab 
resolutions as a victory for 
moderation. 

They noted- that the Arabs 
essentially reaffirmed the state of 
war against Israel, and the Gov¬ 
ernment accordingly decided not 
to yield the wartime gains which 
had pushed the Arab armies 
beyond the Suez Canal, the River 
Jordan, and the Golan Heights. 


Europe 

■•aris. Sept. 3 

For them, there is no real debate 
unless the fate of the Government is 
at stake. If General de Gaulle 
rejected a Presidential regime (on the 
American pattern) it is to avoid, in 
this difficult country, insoluble crises 
between Parliament and the Presi¬ 
dent.” 

It was not easy to swim upstream 
Millions of rnen were determined to- 
become neither American not 
Russian and cultural interdependence 
was probably the best guarantee o! 
those who wished to preserve their 
national personality. General de 
Gauile was as convinced as he, M. 
Pompidou, that there was no solu¬ 
tion to the problem unless the 
European continent succeeded in 
passing from " essence to existence ”. 

Driving force 

“He really thinks France should 
be the motor of Europe. Not the 
twhnical, administrative, or institu- 
tionaj motor, but the ideological 
one,” the Mme Minister remarked. 

” 1 accept Europe as a goal, but it 
will not exist without the culture, the 
habits, the languages, the passions of | 
Germany, of Italy, of France, etc.,” 1 
he went on. “ What we strived for is i 
a confederation moved by a common I 

Snirit. d oommnn vi*i1t trv KniTrl ^ ( 


out of artillery range of the pre¬ 
viously harassed Israel border 
settlements. 

In a statement to the Cabinet 
t(^ay, Mr. Eshkol. the Prime 
Mimster, noted that the Arab rulers 
had spurned Israel’s offer of peace 
negotiations, and had proclaimed that 
they would not make peace with 
Israel, recognize the fact of her 
existence, or deal with her 

Mr. Eshkol said: “The stand by 
the hsads of the Arab states hafi 
strengthened the resolve of the Israel 
Government not to allow a return to 
conditions that would permit her 
enemies to undermine her security, 
and attack her sovereignty and her 
very existence.” 

TTe Israelis regarded the Arab 
decision to resume oil sales to the 
west as recognition of an economic 
reality, not a^ a sign of moderation. 

"Sorneone had to make up the 
economic losses ”. an official said 
mday. “ Someone had to subsidize 
Egypt and Jordan. Someone had to 
pay the bill. To do so they' have to 
earn money. They have to sell oil 
to the west." 

Gesture to refugees 

In resuming oil sates and talking 
of political war without actually 
shooting, the Arabs were trving to 
remrn to the spirit of the Cairo and 
Casablanca summit meetings of 1964 
and 1965. when it was resolved to 
prepare to destroy Israel but to defer 
a confrontation until they had 
secured sufficient military superiority, 
according to experts here. 

The Arabs hope that if they con¬ 
duct themselves in that way, some 
other power will pull their chbst- 
nuts out of the fire, the Israelis said. 

The Cabinet decided today, as a 
humanitarian gesture, to allow the 
repatriation of - 6,500 .A.rab refugees 
in the kingdom of Jordan who had 
receiv;ed permits to return to the 
west oank but had not managed to 
do so. 

Israel had authorized more than 
20.0(W refugees to return by August 
31. but only 14,056 crossed the 
Jordan before the deadline 

The Prime Minister and the Mini¬ 
ster of the Interior have been em¬ 
powered by the Cabinet to work out 
dctmls for the return of the others 
within a limited period. 

Cong task for Jordan, page 8. 
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Egypt offer i 
on BOAC ' 
flights 

Cairo, Sept. 4. —United Arab 
Republic official told the British 
Overseas Airways Corporation 
representative in Cairo today that 
the Government would have no ' 
objection to B.O.A.C. resuming its | 
regular flights to Cairo—provided ! 
that United Arab Airlines resume j 
its flights to London. | 

The Arab states, which broke i 
diplomatic relations with Britain 
and the United States for alleged 
collusion with Israel during the 
June 5 war, barred commercial 
companies of both countries from 
landing^ or flying over their terri¬ 
torial air space .—Associated Press, 


B.O.A.C. in London last night 
confirmed that the Egyptian offer 
had been made. But a spokesman 
told The Times: “Reciprocal 
arrangements would be for the two 
Governments to decide.*’ 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 


Artillery battle in 
Gulf of Suez 

Worst clashes since July 

1 P"® 'Issues along the Suez Canal since July ended 

1^ nigot a cease-fire arranged by United Nations truce 
oosemrs after a day of artillery battles between Egypt and 
Israel. Each side blamed the other for opening hostilities. 

FROM OUR CORRESTONDENT— Tel Aw, Sew. 4 

I^el ^llety sent an Egyptian motor torpedo boat to the 

southern entrance to the Suez 
Canal. Army headquarters announced here today. The sinking 
occmed towards the end of an all-day artillery duel during whiS 
the E^ptians reported one dead and three injured, and the Israelis 
reported one dead and one injured. 

Today’s battle was reported to 


Israel seeks 
‘ peace with 
honour’ 

I Ftmh DAVID SPANIER 
I Jerusalem. Sept, 4 

Peace with honour could be 
achieved in the Middle East for 
Egypt and the other Arab nations, 
but &e Arab leaders were still 
refusing to draw the lessons from 
the recent war, Mr. Yigal Alloh. 
Israel Minister of Labour, said 
tonight. As a result, Israel was 
compelled to be extremely stub¬ 
born in her own defence. 

Mr. Allon said that his “old 
friend ” President Nasser—^he 
captured him during the war of 
1948 —ijiad said in Khartum that 
there were two choices before the 
Arab countries, surrender or 
resistance, and that he preferred 
to resist, because this represented 
the spirit of Arab nationalism. 

“I think he is utterly wrong”, 
said Mr. Allon, who is one of the 
most influential voices in the 
Government, at a press conference. 

These are not the only altema- 
Uves. P^ce is not surrender. Direct 
negotiation between us and any 
Arab government, including Egypt, 
may lead to a solution of peace with 
honour.” 

President Nasser, as an exMri- 
enced stetesman, should know that 
Israel did not seek the war. in spite 
of Its favourable results, said Mr. 
Allon. Israel did its best to avert it 
In tlie face of continuina Arab 
thread, however, they could^not be 
surprised if Israel took defensive 
measures, where necessary. “Time 
IS not on their side Mr. Allon said. 

and I cannot see their point here 
Israel’s own system of defence may 
entail unpleasant facts for them 
which may be difficult to alter m 
the future.” The sooner the Arab 
leaders negotiated, without precondi¬ 
tions. the better it would ^ 


-——,r noa icpuiicu lO 

have begun with an attack on two 
Israel naval vessels from Egyptian 
positions in an isiand south of Suez 
and from the mainland south of 
Port Ibrahim. 

The Israelis said their boats had 
not entered the Canal and were 
attacked in the Gulf of Suez three 
kilometres from the southern 
entrance. 

Israel batteries returned thefire and 

the ejwhan^ lasted an hour. There 
were further exchanges in the after- 
noon. and Army headquarters here 
^td that each time it was the 
Egyptians who opened fire. 

Sept 4.—Egypt claimed that 
Its Air Force drove off Israel aircraft 
over the Suez Omal and that its 
artillery caused heavy Israel casual- 
bes m two outbreaks of hostilities 
today. 

Warning shots 

A military bulletin said that Israel 
mortars and tanks resumed fire on 
Egyptian ^ positions in the Suez 
sector this evening, breaking the 
fresh cease-fire. Israel fire, it said, 
approached the town of Suez caus¬ 
ing civilian casualties. 

An earlier • statement said that 
hostilities began when an Israel 
armed launch, tug, and trMispnrt 
craft tried to enter the Canal from 
the Gulf of Suez. The three vessels 
ignored warning shots, so Egyptian 
artillery opened up, damaging the 
transport and driving off all three. 

Reports from Suez indicated that 
two ships stranded in the blocked 
Canal were hit by fire. A Greek- 
registered vessel was said to bs 
seriously damaged with its foredeck 
awash. The other ship, bearing tea 
from India, received lesser damage. 
-—Agenci’ France Presse and Asso¬ 
ciated Press. 

Amer arrested 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Cairo, Sept. 4 

Field Marshal Abdul Hakim 
Amer. former First Vice-president 
and Deputy Supreme Commander of 
the Egyptian Armed Forces, and 
-Shamsuddin Badran, former .War 
Minister, have been arrested on 
charges of attempting to stage a mili¬ 
tary “ adventure ’’ on August 27. 





Artillery battle in Gulf of Suez. 
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Israel seeks 
‘ peace with 
honour’ 

From DAVID SPANIER 
Jerusalem. Sept. 4 

Peace with honour could be 
achieved in the Middle East for 
Egypt and the other Arab nations, 
but &e Arab leaders were stili 
refusing to draw the lessons from 
the recent war, Mr. Yigal Alloh, 
Israel Minister of Labour, said 
tonight. As a result, Israel was 
compelled to be extremely stub¬ 
born in her own defence. 

Mr. Allon said that his “old 
friend ” President Nasser—^he 
captured him during the war of 
1948—'had said in Khartum that 
there were two choices before the 
Arab countries, surrender or 
resistance, and that he preferred 
to resist, because this represented 
the spirit of Arab nationalism. 

“I think he is utterly wrong”, 
said Mr. Allon, who is one of the 
most influential voices in the 
« a conference. 

.These are not the only alterna¬ 
tives. P^ce is not surrender. Direct 
negotiation between us and any 
Arab government, including Egypt, 
may lead to a solution of peace with 
honour.” 

President Nasser, as an experi¬ 
enced statesman, should know that 
Israel did not seek the war. in spite 
ot Its favourable results, said Mr. 
Alton. Israel did its best to avert it. 

In tlie face of continuing Arab 
threats, however, they could not be 
surpnsed if Israel took defensive 
measures, where necessary. “Time 
is not on their side Mr. Allon said, 
“and I cannot see their point here 
Israel’s own system of defence may 
entail unpleasant facts for them, 
which may be difficult to alter in 
the future.” The sooner the Arab 
leaders negotiated, without precondi¬ 
tions, the better it would be. 
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THE FACES IN THE STRUGGLE FOR SOUTH ARABIA 



ABDUL QAWEE MACKAWEE: 
now sits in Yemen hills. 


ABDULLAH AL - ASNAG : 
tipped asFlo^ “ prime minister 


SIR R. TURNBULL: declared 
N.L.F. a terrorist organization. 


SIR K. TREVASKIS: escaped 
assassin's grenade. 


Sultans’ rule opposed by gun and bomb 


By MICHAEL WOLFERS 

The Way the South Arabian 
wheel has been turning is perhaps 
niost expressively shown in the 
fate of Abdul Qawee Mackawee. 
Mackawee. a businessman who 
came into politics through the 
Aden Legislative Council, opposed 
Aden's merger with the South 
Arabian Federation because he 
objected to Britain's obvious sup¬ 
port for the federal rulers. 

After a period in which nationa¬ 
list representatives came close to 
ignoring the British. South 
Arabian, and Aden Governments. 
Mackawee was called out of the 
Aden opposition to become in 
March. 1965. Chief Minister of 
Aden State. 

He made it abundantly clear 
that he was against colonialism, 
and quickly demanded that Britain 
fulfil a United Nations resolution 
for the renioval of the British base 


in Aden and for the right of sell- 
determination lor the people ol 
South Arabia. 

Mackawee in ofSce continued to 
wage a campaign for this objec¬ 
tive. He banned entry to Aden 
of a British constitutional commis¬ 
sion. He went to Alexandria for 
talks with Aly Sabry, Prime Minis¬ 
ter of the United Arab Republic- 
The British Government's patience 
ran out when Sir Arthur Charles, 
the British Speaker of the Aden 
Legislative Council, was shot dead 
by gunmen in the Crater district. 

The council's members paid tri¬ 
bute to Sir Arthur but did not 
condemn his killers. In Septem¬ 
ber. 1965, Britain suspended the 
Aden Constitution and dismissed 
Mackawee. Mackawee flew to 
Cairo to join a South Arabian 
delegation to go to the United 
Nations. 

With direct British rule in Aden, 
and the nationalist case without poli- 


1 N.L.F. claim control....i^^ 


Mouse of a strike 
by teachers 


From Brian MacArthur, 
EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT 

Blacmurn, Sept. 4 
So little impact was made on 
the 67 schools here today when 
memtbers of the National Union 
of Teachers imposed sanctions on 
school meals duties in protest at 
the unsatisfactory salary settle¬ 
ment that it was difficult to sec 
what the fuss was all about. 

Somehow it was a mouse of a 
strike: and if Blackburn is anytUng 
to go by. student power and even 
perhaps flower power are much more 
potent weapons than teacher power. 

The N.U.T.. io common with other 
predominantly middie-class white 
collar unions, is sitting uncomfort¬ 
ably—and one suspects, with some 
embarrassment—on die horns of a 
familiar dilemma. U wants to make 


Sfm-b 

/ -'v 


Ittihad:" 


tkal oudet. Mackawee went over to 
the Front for die Liberation of 
Occupied South Yemen (Flosy), 
vihosc sccisiary-gcneral he became. 
Self-e.xiled from Aden, he stayed 
close to the Egyptians in Cairo or in 
Yemen. 

Mackawee had in effect deserted 
the political platform for persuasion 
by gun and bomb. The full horror 


On the showing today it will hurt 
neither the Government nor the 
local authority, and h did not hurt 
most of the children. Some of them 
in primary s>Aools, indeed, had 
extra time for teaching, because the 
dinner money did not have to be 
collected by the teacher. Some of 
the children in secondary schools, 
however, are losing up to 25 minutes 
teaching time a day 

On a normal day in Blackburn 
6,IX)0 of the 9.000 pupils in the 55 
primary schools cat a school meal. 
Today, sanctions day, 6,000 of the 
9.0U0 sat down to luncheon. The only 
difference was that members of the 
N.U.T. did not collect dinner 
money, which will be collected by 
a school clerk; and at many schools 
there were no teachers in the dining 
room or in the school at all during 
the luncheon hour. 

Again, on a normal day. about 
2.400 of the 3,000 secondary school 


was working was given when Council¬ 
lor T. Taylor, chairman of Blackburn 
Education Committee, and Mr. I. 
Dorkins, the chief education officer, 
vmted two junior schools at midday. 

At one school four of the 10 
leachers arc N.U.T. members. 
Three weht home for lunch¬ 
eon, and one ate sandwiches 
in the staff room. One sitting of the 
meal was watched over by supervi¬ 
sory assiaams in the absence of 
N.U.T. members who would normally 
have done the job. The second sitting 
was supervised as usual by two mem¬ 
bers of the National Association of 
Schoolmasters. 

At the second school all the staff 
are members of the N.U.T. and opera¬ 
ted the sanction. But ail the children 
who usually eat a school meal had 
a luncheon, which was supervised by 
ancillary assistants. 

At a iwoss conference tonight Coun¬ 
cillor Taylor said that so far the 
authority was" verv haoDv" with the 


of what this can mean must have 
come home to him in February this 
year when three of his own sons were 
killed io a bomb attack on his old 
Aden home, the youngest of them 
being only nine years old. Mackawee 
himself was in Taiz. one of the 
Yemen twin capitals, where he was 
becoming recognized among his own 
supporters as the probable " presi¬ 
dent” of a oalionalist government. 

Meanwhile, however, the nation¬ 
alist movement was itself split, and 
while Mackawee waited for the call 
buck to power a rival organization 
was making progress on Souin 
Arabian ground and without the 
lies with Egypt which had made 
Flosy a suspect liberating force. Now 
Mackawee sits in the Yemen hills 
with ocher nationalists preempting 
hi.s claim to lead. 

The rival organization is Ihc 
National Liberation Front iN.LF.). 
whose rapid advance was unforeseen 
by Rosy, the federal rulers, or 
British'officials. The N.L.F. was a 
breakaway group from Flosy. but the 
latter never really acknowledged that 
there hud been a split and. by rcius- 
ing to deal with the N.L.F.. left the 
way open for its rival to operate 
without the doubtful advantage oi 
being lied lo Egyptian aid. 

- The history of nationalism in 
South Arabia is obscured by conflict¬ 
ing explanations from political 
faclions an<f by the fact that banning 
by the British colonial administra¬ 
tion drove most of the activists under¬ 
ground. Those who did not go to 
Egypt or Yemen stayed in hiding in 
South Arabia, but. as events of the 
past days have shown—and the toll 
of soldiers and civilians killed—were 
able to continue their work. Arrests 
were made but, with the ordinary 


people unwilling or afraid to help the 
British authorities, it proved impos¬ 
sible to prevent terrorism, which is 
only now being made obsolete by 
the nationalists' accession to political 
dominance. 

South -Arabia had a troubled 
history of subversion before the 
federation was formed, but the post¬ 
federation run of violent action began 
in December. 196.3, when a grenade 
attack was made at Aden civil air¬ 
port on Sir Kennedy Trevaskis. who 
vvas then the High Commissioner. Sir 
Kennedy escaped, but his assistant 
and an Arab were killed. 

A state of emergency was declared, 
but intensive tmofist activity began 
a year later with a hand grenade 
thrown into a teenagers’ party at 
R.A.F. Khorroaksar. killing an Eng¬ 
lish girl and wounding, among 
others, the Commander-in-Chicf's 

In 1964, when political opposition 
in Aden was still possible, the 
People’s Socialist Party was led by 
Abdullah al-Asnag. who was also 
general secretary of the Aden "Trades 
Union Congress. Asnag came to 
l^ndon during the 1964 constitu¬ 
tional conference on South Arabia 
lo protest against a federation in the 
hand of ” feudal lords He was 
not a participant in the conference. 
Just over a year later he aooounced 
that he was giving up political acu- 
vicy in South Arabia and was moving 
to Yemen. 

Asnag went to Taiz to confer with 
the Organization for the Liberation 
of the Occupied South (Olos). but 
within three months was flying to 
Cairo for discussions with leaders of 
the United Arab Republic. Asnag. 
who had been imprisoned for activi¬ 
ties directed against Aden's mei^r 
with the federation, later became 
a Flosy leader and was tipped- as 
"prime minister” for the govern¬ 
ment in exile. 

Shortly before he was dismissed as 
Chief Minister of Aden, Mackawee 
had asked that Flosy should be- , 
recognized in Aden as a political 
party and be asked to join in nego¬ 
tiations with Britain over South 
Arabia's future. Olos was merged 
with Flosy in January, 1966. by 
which time nearly all the known 
anti-British militants were outside 
South Arabian borders. 

Parallel with these developments 
runs the chequered history of the 
N.L.F.. much of which is sUll open 


to conjecture and wiS remain con¬ 
fused until the nationalist sruggle 
is written into the official histories. 
The formation of N.L.F. became 
known in the summer of 196.1. jn 
Sanaa, the other twin capital of 
Yemen, and it was thought in its 
early days to have Egyptian support. 
It was also blamed for the troubles in 
]964 in the up-countrv Radfan 
region of South AraWa. 

In June. I96.‘>. Sir Richard Turn- 
bull. soon after succeeding Sir 
Kennedy Trevaskis -as High Com- 
misMoaer, declared the N.1,.F. to be 
a terrorist organization under Aden's 
emergency regulations. 

With the political changes 'la 
Aden and the dispersal of opposi¬ 
tion leaders, Egyptian support 
switched to Flosy, and by 1966 
Mackawee and .A.snag were already 
claiming that Flosy was the only 
truly representative body for South 
Arabian nationalism. The N.1,.F. 
remained in .Aden under the secret 
leadership of Quhtan Aidtaabi. who, 
though he also has spent some tune 
with the Egyptians, appeared at a 
press conference during the week¬ 
end on South Arabian soil. 

Ashaabt's movements, which until 
now have received little public atten¬ 
tion, reflect the phase in which the 
N.L.F. and Flosy were linked for a 
while last year, though it is difficult 
to judge how effective the links were 
at a time when commuiucation with 
followers was pocu' and necessarily 
secret. 

I.ast December the N.L.F. broke 
away and formed its own 14-man 
executive, and Flosy. whose targets 
in Aden had been British troops and 
British supporters, became involved 
in a further running battle with 
N.L.F. supporters for the prize of 
leadership of the South Arabian 
Fednation after independence. 

Official estimates in Aden were that 
Flosy men were being killed at some¬ 
thing like three times the rate of 
N.L.F. men and periodic attempts 
were made by the nationalists to 
establish a truce. Flosy and the 
N.L.F. were competing lor primaev 
in the revolutionary strug^e. and 
Flosy's position was weakened by its 
refusal to recognize the other bodv's 
cxisienw. When asked to talk with 
the British. Flosy refused unless it 
was first acknowledged that it was 
the sole nationalist representative. 
Britain could not accept the precondi¬ 
tion. 
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THE TIMES DIARY 

Nasser’s impulsive henchman 
GPO sample phone calls 
Songbirds off the menu 

HItl.D MARSHAL ABDUL HAKIM AMER. the iormer Egyptian 
supreme commander ivho is under house arrol in Cairo, is a very 
dift'ercni kind of a man from President Nasscr. whose numper two and 
close confidam he was for more than 15 years. Outwardly good- 
Itunioured. he is impul.sive and unpredictable and seldom calculating. 
Amer. who is -l*. was one of the ' Hrec Officers " —the group led bv 
^fitter President Neguib. who oserihrew King Facouk in 
19.52. Always a mililary man. he first met Nasser in the I9y0s when 
•>°'h w«-'5 siufcnis at Egypt's RoyaJ Military Academy. After that 


ship Na.sier leaned beardy on Amer's 
(riendship. contuliing him cm poli- 

roi 5*Lid!iy "o' a "SSK'S™£ 
aiice. and in 1959 was sent to Syria 
as governor after the formation of 
the Uoiied .Arab Republic, the short¬ 
lived union between Egypt and 
Syria. But it was not until 1964, after 
the assassination of President 
Kennedy, that Nasser appointed 
Amer his vice-prosideni. 

An old friend's visit 

Tall and slim, be has something of 
» boyish manner, seen most eiearly 
when be plays the role of social 
raconteur and back-slapper. He is 
better known as a tough leader, 
etLCcuting Nasser's rigid policies in 


success, waging the unpopular and 
costly war in the Yeineii and as 
C.-in-C. in the recent Middle East 
war which humiliating de- 



As maiy^as^w' so« am »r^c: 
British biiddovCT m "k' ' ““ 


/oTOi«f by lAr merger beiweeii A.B.C. 
and KrdiBimoi’. Out disrnclianiril 
uiggtMian lurreul in Tcitmian 


Keeping in touch 
with town 


tite brickbats' briefly and dwelt on a 
near-magical device which within 
weeks will be helping to keep the 
aiockbroker belt telephonic-ally in 
contact with lown. Tailed Pulse 
Toilc Modulation—or P.C.M. for 
sbori—it enables hard-prewsed G.P O. 
engineers to put no lewer Ilian si.i 
quarts in eac-b pint pot. 

^ fak^g Isvp^ordmary K-lephoiie 


secoi^. But when the tirai of these 

bury neal monlh^M!ltS'w!lI*no^”l>c 
aware that only one-tssenlyfourlh of 
their conversatioti U being irans- 
mmed. " 1 thought I s-s.uld tell the 
difference says a senior Londnn 

necr, " but I've been fooled bv it 
too.' 

Redhill. Calertiani. Esher. Wey- 
bridgc, Ashford iMiddlesMI. Walton 
and Staines are among the other es- 


Our man 
in Wall Street 


pened I.I be esuihlUhed. Claud Cock- 

by Penguin as part of y. T/andi 
The idea that in Louis Hinrichs, 
die former Nesv York Cdrre,pondciii 
of J7,.- J7„.„ .vho has died, 

they Iiad one. says Cockburn. w-iio 
really understood Wall Slrcct •'alts! 
posiatelv Fcgaided Wall S>reei and 
Its proMcms as essential in the allairs 

ol the siorld. was to T/ir Times awc- 
inspnng Hinrich.-. in fact, was lo 


Laws not suspended 

In Dm aimosphere of ihe greal 
b.>oin which preceded Ihc Wall Sired 
crash of 1929. Cockburn, Hinrichs s 
assistant in New York, retails thal 
his chief remarked to him -. " I reallv 
don't believe it,- Hioriebs explained 


The principle of P.C.M. was dis¬ 
covered in 1938 by a Brilish (ele- 
phone engineer. Mr. A. H. Reeve, 
now with Siandird 'felephones and 


w«ni by ii. He cou 
in the history of Ann 


able where laying additionaf a 
involves ihc digging up of city srr 
Conversion to I^C.M. requires ■ 

tion of a small “ booster " unii e 


ad.V OFFICIALolScmullnavhn Air- 
fiwj A>/c/it. jus, hack fivm Clihw. 
reporfs- lhai C/tiuest aiijiiics have 
srarua lllcir ou-» /urm o! in-IHshl 
e/iierroiiiniem. So, for them deraJ- 
tut wesicm «w/o/i.t such as fi|«« uiid 
piped uiin/c rp kUc uvav iht horns 


Lord Cod was gcring to suspend the 

Hinrichs was warmhedrlcd. 
generous and svnipallKlic towards 
all individual miseries—"a sensitive 
being who v-as incapable, if he did 
I'ol aduatiy dislike anyone, of not 
pusiii^ly liking and chetisbing 


Your very 
own Scotch 


Ending bird 
slaughter 


says Che organirtr, .Mr. Ernie Eppa 
bpps. 46. now consulunc to the 
L'niversal Whisky Marl, dreamc up 
Ihe idea of roonihly aucliuns of 
Scotch to pul blenders into direct 
touch with holders of whisky stocks. 


Mk 


The sales arc intended solely for 
Ihe trade. But anyone could in fact 
lay in his own personal supply. .A 
hogshead (J5 proof gallons) of a 


The corpses, pludied anc 
are cooked over charcoal oi 
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Printing House Square, London, E.C.4. 


Telephone: 01-236 2000 . 


NEW RULERS FOR ADEN 


What is happening in south Arabia 
is much more like occupied Europe at 
the end of the war than the usual scene 
when colonial rule gives way to inde¬ 
pendence. Instead of the ceremonial 
lowering and raising of flags we are 
watching the total disintegration of the 
Government which Britain had named 
as its heir and the assumption of power 
by a movement that still bears the offi¬ 
cial label “ terroristThe authorities 
in Aden face the same problem that so 
many allied commanders met in 1944 
and 1945, when groups of armed men 
met the advancing forces, and firmly 
insisted that they and they alone 
expressed the will of the people and had 
the authority to guarantee order. 

These allied commanders may often 
have been sceptical about the way in 
W'hich ^ this or that “ liberation com¬ 
mittee ” had got where it was, and still 
more had doubts about what it would 
do if it was lett to boss the town or 
province it claimed to represent. But 
in nine cases out of ten there was no 
alternative—the commanders had to 
Work with the men on the spot who 
came forward. Only so could essential 
services be maintained. The same cold 
logic will have to apply for the British 
in south Arabia. The National Libera¬ 
tion Front claims to control virtually 
the whole of the federation area except 
for Aden town. Britain has no means 
of disputing this claim. The only mem¬ 
bers of the old federal Govemment left 
in position admit defeat. 

Two things seem to have contributed 
to the N.L.F.’s rapid rise and emergence 
into the open. The first was the mutiny 


in the federal Army, which removed 
the maiQ prop of the new state Britain 
was trying to build. The second was 
the prospect of Egypt’s withdrawal from 
Yemen. . Flosy, the rival nationalist 
movement, was linked with Egypt and 
suffered from Egypt’s eclipse. When 
Egypt's Yemeni protege, AbduiXjvh 
Sallvl, was left last week disconsolate 
in- Khartum there was no point in any- 
oric taking over his role in souflj Arabia. 
Other things being equal a locally, based 
movement always scores over one 
backed from outside. 

Biitain now faces some extremely deli¬ 
cate^ negotiating. On the face of it there 
is now an indigenous body to whom 
power could be handed over. But it is 
not the comprehensive administration 
Britata was talking about, and Sir 
Humphrey Trevelyan will have to 
decide: whether there is any chance of 
getting the N.L.F. command enlarged to 
make i^ more representative, Britain has 
useful bargaining points. The Army and 
R.A.F. are still in Aden, and no admini¬ 
stration; in south Arabia will count for 
much ubless it controls Aden—^and an 
Aden which is functioning again 
economically. There is also the ques¬ 
tion of fihe aid the new state is going 
to get after independence. 

Britain onay now be able to leave south 
Arabia without fighting the rearguard 
battle that looked inevitable a week or 
two ago. lln the process a good many 
words will^ave to be eaten. There will 
be no glory and not much credit, but at 
this stage s^ch an outcome looks better 
than chaos: 
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Libya lifts oil ban 
—Arab embargo 
is on the way out 

By JOE ROEBER 


The Libyan Govcnunent yester¬ 
day lifted its ban on the export 
of oil to Britain, the United States 
and west Germany—^alleged to 
have been “aggressor states" in 
the Arab-Israel war. 

With the Saudi AraWa and Kuwait 
governments having lifted their bans 
over the weekend this leaves only 
^geria and Iraq of the main Arab 
oil producers doubtful about the 
change in policy. Yesterday Algeria 
(not a major exporter to the banned 
coxmtries anyway) said it had made 
no decision yet And Iraq’s Oil 
Minister told the local oil company 
verbally that his Government’s ban 
would be lifted, promising confirma¬ 
tion today. It is thought unlikely 
that Syria, through which much of 
Iraq’s oil passes, will object 

Tile Arab oil ban is therefor# 
virtually over, and widi it the ban 
on tankers registered in the pro¬ 
scribed countries. However, the Suez 
Canal remains shut, its closure 
financed by the £95m. aid paid to 
Egypt by Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

! Thus the main addition to oil com¬ 
pany costs—of which the effect on 
Britain’s balance of payments is 
analysed below—remains. And it 

will almost certainly continue imt H 
the Israel problem has been solved 
to the Arabs’ satisfaction. 

For the agreements of last week’s 
IQiartum conference arise, it seems, 
from two major policy decisions: to 
drop the Libyan programme of 


economic war against the WMt, 
pinned on a total embargo of oil 
exports, and to, if anything, intensify 
the campaign against Israel, The 
pragmatists (Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, 
and, latterly, Libya) argued that the 
damage to the Arab countries from 
attempting to presswe the West was 
greater than could he endured Far 
e^er to apply pressure to Israel 
directly, financ^ by the revenues— 
flowing once again—of the oil com¬ 
panies. In any case it is anyone’s 
guess how long countries like Egypt 
and Iraq, already running on peri¬ 
lously low reserves, could have 
lasted 

This relaxation must now remove 
Ihe last shadow of rationing, or even 
of shortoge, from Britain’s fuel 
supplies in the coming winter. 

But it carries no guarantees for 
the future for the oil companies. 
They can expect a resumption of 
traditional pressures designed to in¬ 
crease the oil incomes of their host 
governments. 

It is not yet known how much 
money the Arab governments have 
lost through the ban. But it is an 
odds-on bet that they will do their 
best to recover it from the oil com¬ 
panies. A war levy has been sug¬ 
gested—a straight tax on oil pro¬ 
duced—but this is unlikely to find 
favour against the more traditional 
methods of oil bargaining, which can 
yield as much without raising awk¬ 
ward legal problems. 
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Big obstacles still 
for Britain 


By RICHARD CASEMENT 

The ^ab oE agneemeat 
reached in Khartum on Friday 
may save £25m. for Britain’s 
tirade balance. But the decision of 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Libya 
to pay aid to Egypt and Jordan 
at an annual rate of £135ni. could 
seriomly affect the reserves if the 
money comes out of the sterling 
balances. 

Last night a spokesman for the 
Saudi Arabian embassy said he did 
not know yet whether the aid would 
be paid for with sterling balances. 
“ We have not even ofiBciaEy got the 
final conununiqud ”, he said. He 
added that Saudi Arabia’s main assets 
are in doUars. though Kuwait’s are 
in sterling. 

The resumption of ofl sales to the 
United Kingdom may save flOm., or 
more in British imports and there 
could be a similar improvement in 
exports. But the ofl companies will 
still have to pay high freight charges 
and many of the assumptions on 
which the National Institute forecast 
a loss of £ldOm. to the British 
balance of payments up to June, 
1968, remain unaltered. 

A British Petroleum spokesman 
said yesterday the effect on costs of 
the Khartum agreement was so smgH 
it was not worth quantifying. 

The closure of the Suez Canal, 
which may be lengthened as a result 
of the Khartum agreement, is the 
main cause of the expected loss to 
Britain’s balance of payments. The 
NaUonal Institute estimated extra 
shipping costs at £75m.. though the 
export earnings of British shippers 
were in turn expected to increase by 
£30m. ^ 

Some saving in imports will be 
achieved by those companies which 
are at present importing high cost 
oil from the United States and Vene¬ 
zuela. However, the National Insti¬ 
tute estimated the cost of higher oil 


prices, leaving out freight charges, 
at only £22m., and £10m. of this was 
for the third quarter of 1967. now 
almost over. 

^ One point to Britain’s advantage 
Is that, in so far as she switches back 
to Arab supplies from purchasing 
United States and Venezuelan oil, 
she will be able to pay in sterling 
rather than dollars. 

Another important factor is 
whether the Arab countries will now 
Mt the boycott on the purchase of 
Bnbsh goods. If British goods will 
now be allowed to enter Arab 
countries freely, there could be an 
improvement in exports at least as 
big as the saving in imports. 

The National Institute put the 
cost of lost exports at £30m. up to 
next June, and £50in. up to the end 
^ 1968. However, this assumed the 
boycott had been applied effectively 
and it does not appear to have been 
adhered to at all rigidly. 

The Britishi Bank of the Midffie 
^st said yesterday: ‘‘We have not 
been terribly aware of the boycott 
It has been more talk than fact” 


Workless winter 
in west Germany 

Nurembero, Sept 4.— West Ger¬ 
many may again have some 700,000 
unemployed this coming winter, the 
president of the Central Labour 
OflSce, Anton Sabel, warned today. 
He said the total of unemployed 
dropped 4.7 per cent last month to 
359,473. But he also said: “ We had 
expected a somewhat greater fall.” 

_ He added: “We are thus going 
into winter in a rather bad situation.” 
However, the position would be 
mastered and would be better next 
sinring than earlier this year.— 
Reuter. 
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chief ousted 
in Egypt 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
Cairo, Sept. 5 

Salah Nasr, the director of 
Egypt’s inteliigejice service^ has 
been pensioned off. The authori¬ 
tative Cairo newspaper AlAhram, 
re|>ortingThis today, said extensive 
investigations have revealed that 
the. country’s intelligence service 
had on several occasions deviated 
from its original duties. 

Yesterday the newspaper reported 
that Held Marshal Abdnl Hakim 
Ainer, the • former First Vice-Presi¬ 
dent and deputy supreme commanaer 
of the Aimed Forces, had been put 
under house arrest, and Shamsuddin 
Badran, former War Minister, and 
50 Army officers and civilians had 
been detained'on charges of attempt¬ 
ing to return to their jobs by force. 

Our Mosvow Correspondent 
writes: —Mr. Mahmoud Riad, tlie 
Egyptian Foreign Minister, has begun 
talks in Moscow with Mr. Gromyko, 
the Soviet Foreign Minister. The dis¬ 
cussion was d^cxiibed' by Tass as 
“ warm and friendly 
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UNIONS CLASH OVER SOCIAL SECURITY 
Selectivity in 
paying benefits 
is rejected 

FROM STAFF REPORTERS-Brightoiu Sept 5. 

A motioD objcctiDg to selectivity as a basis for the pay¬ 
ment of benehts was approved by the Trades Union Con¬ 
gress here today, in spite of a statement by Lord CoUison 
that the general council wanted selectivity operating throueb 
income tux. 

Lord ColUson (National Union of Agricultural Workers) 
affirmed that the lyunciJ was opposed to means-tested cash bene- 
nis. they wanted a general increase in family allowances oaid 
for by adjustments in income tax levels and without means- 
testing: ihey would continue to wort for a firm foundation for 
universal social security provision, 

siK^ a foundmion. and given a policy of aedve social 


search to identify needs, they beTieveVtlla7‘Ss"aotMty w^^^^ 
have an importani part to play in the development of social 
security. 

Lord CoUison, who was 


1 the development of social 


as an insult to the 
5w-paid woitcrs. It 

icijoiiucaungwiin social yicu inatmany workers were work- 
insurance and industrial welfare. '"8 for less than the naiional assisi- 

be^n by recalling that reported -.j 

accidents in factories had 
increased in recent years and 





Gaps in knowledge 



‘ Plan jobs 
for the 
displaced ’ 


liviiy was on. UniversaJiiy _ 
objective of Ihe benevolent socicly 
bad his means t««J 
I industrialist and ' 


But any attempt to inuoduce a 
means test into social security cash 
bcnetiis would be completely uo- 
accepUible to ihc trade uoiem move¬ 
ment lapplausel. 

He recalled slatemejiis of Govern. 
"• M policy from Miss Margaret 


:ent in opposiiion 
S. he conlioued, ..ad . 
e doctrinaire thinking oi 


grants they do not care 
you are rich or poor, you get 
ley. If you are a mortgage 


of retirement pensioners. The Gen¬ 
eral CouncU were convinced that 
the a^ment against a means test in 
nadona! insurance pensions was con¬ 
clusive. and that improvemenu in 
nnn-coirtribuiory benefits were onW 
accepiable as a short-term solulitHi 
to meet an immediate problem, 
hocial secunty covered a wider 

problem. The General Council accen- 
fully that the problem of earnings 



A resolution was unanimously 
approved deploring the policy 
pursued by die Government on 
Ihe redeployment of Labour with¬ 
out first ebsurir^ jobs were avail¬ 
able in respective areas and the 
necessary accommodation pro¬ 
vided by subsidies to local 

authorities- 



Lord Coimon; “ O. 


welfare and education. Briuin was 
two nations, and the 
selectivity would 


by family allowances alone, and that 
they must be considered in the wider 
context of incomes policy. 

Case for seJection 

" I S« no likelihood whatever that 
• ny Government could provide 
money needed to increase the 
income of low-income families to 
II acceptable level if i 


needed.' 

The General Council hud asked 
for a general Jncrease in family •“rovote. 

* '-x allowances. Call for pensions 


raliacd. 

Mr. Burrows said no one could 
disagree with the idea of workers 
going into what were becoming 
depressed areas. In theory it was 
an excellent idea, but in practice it 
was not working out as it ou^t to 
What was found wneti the TSR : 
. cancelled was that 


Chester, and Dn"arriviig“il:S 
that the local authority had not even 
planned any accommodaUon for 
families. As a resuiu most of the 
skilled aircraft workers moved back 
10 Presreu and took another job, 

their skill was lost by the industr 


I l.uiis I lltitU 

( OIIUli-s 

Uiiuliliii). !**(>“ 


Union link 

across 

world 


Coi^ress carried unanimously 
a motion urging the general coun¬ 
cil to explore all possible means 
of achieving friendly contacts and 
consultetiom with all bona-fide 
trade unions and trade union 
minimum 

objectives of hastening (he social 

advance of workers in all coun¬ 
tries and of preserving world 

The moliOD noted that Congress 
in the face of conlinujag 


Call to end the 
Vietnam war 


By a majority of i J67.01K) voles, 
delegates pass^ a resolution call¬ 
ing on the British Government to 
dissociate itself from American 
policy in Vietnam, in spite of a 
plea by Mr. Hayday. chairman of 
the T.U.C. international commit¬ 
tee. asking for it to be opposed. 
The voting was: for. 4,686,000; 
against, 3.J19,000. 

The rcsoluiion also called upon 
the British Government to make every 
etfori. based on the 1954 Geneva 
s bring about an cod to 
lui^a view to imolemeoliiig 

de elections " clauses ip the 


southern Democrats, those who I 
opposed labouc legislation in the 
United Sutes, and reacdonary Re- : 
PubUcans. He asked Congress not to 1 
place Itself on Ibe same side. 

The motion went further than dis- ! 
sociation from the United States 
policy. The only way to get a selile- 
nieni in Vietnam was a return to Ihe , 
principle of die Geneva agreement I 
of 1954. That agreetnent was that 
there should he no foreign troops, I 
and no foreign bases, and that there I 


That in the end w 
have to go hack to. 

^.Mr. W. Zak. Nafional t 


oppose the res___ ,. 

already the policy of Congress 
...-j cessation of be 


ing the ini,.„_, „„ ^.u.e 

namese people had a right ro^pX^, 
the ending of American aggression. 


laL'placi.' 

Moving the motion Mr. J, E. 
Mortimer, Draught-mien's and Allied 
Technicians’ Associatton. said Con¬ 
gress last year had called for the 
stooping of bombing ot Nonh Viet¬ 
nam as a step towards securing 
political aouospiiere more likely 


could Mr. c. B 


port for American polic^n Viema 



reduction in 

Better-off families would be no 

;^,an7a;f-r^' 


th^fore asking for eelectiJi^fer" wkeX'S^dSro h. 

‘declivity operating ihrougn snouia not have to c-o^i 


_ ^-^.*j,..a.ogo,n.e no^.produc- 

We were, getting areas which were 
admlntsirauve and non-produciivc. 
end children in these areas who 
would be uking manual jobs would 
have to go to five in other areas to 
get work. 

The resolution was approved with¬ 
out debate. 


had a more 

bring together, t .. 

-Mr. R 


ind Equal pay plea 


Congress then considered a 
motion in the name of fire Coo- 
atnietional Engineering Union. 
Calling on the general council when 
dealing cvjib soci^ sceuritv and 
national insurance work to oppose 
any attempt to introduce selectivity 
as a 6a«s for the payment of bene- 


SatoWd'iJi'ii^ttheSl'iS' ort5 

WPl?*oiIld be‘{d4dand"' 






■3™ 


l^.ru. bte'ma- 


Norih V 

US isolated 

The association was a-king Con- 

K ss to dissociate from tiic policy of 
Uiuted States. Those who sup¬ 
ported the United States in this were 
rindmg themselves increasingly iso- 

The policy of bombing cities was 
today supported by 


bring aboiit peace in VictiiacCL"!' 
ts one-sided, bmuse peace was not 
e prerogative of only one side. 
The E.T.U, wholeheariedlv agreed 
at Ihe aim should be the cessation 
war and the^iihdrawaJ of foreign 

ist be achieved. Congress must 


keeping with the' policy*?”’the 
movement reaffirms that such 
nclits shall continue to be Uealed 
il basis.- 


1 motion, said Lord CoUison 
seemed to have largely accepted the 
Ideas contained in it. The motion 
had been successful already i 
ing from the general council 
ment that the council were 


Moving a motion on excessive 
vorking hoars in the national health 
ervice. Dr. P. S. Greaves. Medical 
oneK Unioii. said that many 
doctors were working 


wU^cs after a*^ tremendous 

Mlsi A. leak. NaBonal Uaion of 
Tanors and Garment Workere. said 
woi^ workers represented onc- 
Inird of the working population. 
They had bad to wait one hundred 
• --rs to get Ihe vote, but they did 
intend to wait for equal pay 


Hisur 




duce excessive working hours 
wherever they existed, and to ensure 
that work in excess of an agreed 
maximum was rewarded at overtime 


‘ Stop anarchy in 
building’ 



union movemD 
bring pressure «n me . 
on Ibis tong-standing 
equal pay. 

hlr. G. M. lowthian, Anial- 
twuted Uidou ot BuUdiag Trade 
Workers, speaking oo behalf .' ' 
general council, said what t' 
delegates h^^said 


general council xvas not opposing the 
mouon, but felt it should be con¬ 
sidered against this back^und. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Speaking to a sectiou of the general 
council report which dealt with Ihe 
ppbeyand finances of the I.CF.T.U.. 
Mr. 1. E. Mortirner, DraQetitsiDeD*s 
and AllM. Teehnldin,' 
said « had been reported that in the 
past 12 months the C«itra! Iniclli- 
sence Agency of the United Sutes 
Govemment had passed raiUions of 
pounds through dummy ^ndalions 

very detailed 


Arab recognition of 
Israel ‘ essential ’ 


Some feeling was aroused when __ 

a section of the report dealing that the 
with Ihe Middle ta« was - ’— 

sidered. 

Mr. Hayday said the o 
lecognieed that Israel desired t 




Congress agreed to a cotnposite 
motion welcoming the inquiry into 
labour-only subcontracting and 
iclf-employment in the conslriic- 
tion industry, but viewing with 
concern Ihe increase in this type 
of employment and the growUi 
of contract labour agencies, par- 
liculariy as they affected industrial 
’ d bard-won workshop 

Ihe general 
icil to consider means whereby 
•' degeneration and anarchy" 


Ihe Government to take steps to 
counter the evasions and problems 
these recent phenomena had brought 
to ilic labour scene. 

Mr. I. Clark. Plumbing Trades 
Union, who moved the composite 
motion, said Government legislation 
had introduced contracts ot employ¬ 
ment, industrial training and redun¬ 
dancy puyntenK. which placed 


Casual car workers 


Mr. George Woodcock, general 

p,rbenS'^^u“m1tit„S*lhe?o'S 

fetence that the T.U.C. had had any 
afBliated'b^*'*'' 

dSi'g oil? c" . 


It the T.U.C. h_ 

n”b?Sdp! 


substantial obligations on employers. 
But tire more unscrupulous fiitni 




previous winters. Sig- 
Uy, there was no recorded evi- 



C. H. Urwin. called a 
a paragraph in the report of Ihe 
general council dealing wish 
guaranteed earoings, 

industry—the only way unions had 
been able to ensure any sccuri^ ot 
employmcoi had been by arranging 

Xld'^'ThirSXed 

S little a”aX??^ ???k*i?w& 
and extended hours in spring. 

Government pressure lo brine 
about greater labour mobility would 
result in a drift toward casual employ¬ 
ment for a large number ot workers 

St.S'.S’Xrr"*-”' 

of employment for _ __ 

He asked the general council to 
request flie Government to - quantify 
Ihc pledge given to the genera] 
council in relaUon to the offer ol 
legislauon if the employers tailed to 
negouale apeement with the unions 




Psychopaths 
in gaol 

The need for special units in 
regional hospital boards for criminal 
pychopaihs was urged by Mr. A. R. 
Akere. CODfedenitioil of Health 
Semce Employers. 

Congress approved a niot'on 
moved by Mr. Akers which caUed on 
the Minister of Health to imple¬ 
ment the report ofthe working party 
s'n special hosptals. puWished in 
1961. This recommended die pro- 
sision of special units on a reponr' 
hospiul board basis where crlmini 
psychopaths would be treated unde 
conditions of security, and so remov 



undey__ 

"Everyone", he said ' 
Israel to end the occupaiic 


ild negoGals with 




and GcDentI tVockers’ Union, sail 
that one of Ole greatest disservice 
that Congress could make toward 
Ihe cause of peace in the Middle Ea- 
was to divide itself into pro-Aral 


Supervisor- sialH 

Teaimciaiis. supporting the views of 


Tt ma^ by Mr. Hay- 


.. - desire which Congress 

should supporu while encoura^ng 
Israel towards peaceful cooperation 
with the Arab nations for foe com- 


Council election 



111 units had been 


- -.as DO doubt Uiat Israel 

occuped temlory o£ Ea'ft Jordan, 
and ^a. and this sooner or later 
to a renewed outbreak 


British Steel Cor- 
. laces Mr. H. C. 
Nicholas, Transport and Ccneiai 
Workers’ UnioB, who resigned trom 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 


Stop fighting call 
by S Arabia Army 

Rival nationalists in battle 


From JEROME CAMINADA—Aden, Sept. 6 

Arab ofBcers of the South Arabian Army and police tonight 
called on supporters of the two rival nationalist groups—the 
National Liberation Front (N.L.F.) and the Front for the 
Liberation of Occupied South Yemen (Flosy)—to stop fighting by 
10 a.m. tomorrow. 

There has been a battle between the rivals in l^ahej state, near 
Aden. The NJL.F., which claims that at least 20 people have 
been killed, is said to have appealed to President Nasser of Egypt 

to intervene.-^_ 

In a four-point statement, the 
officers called on both groups to • » » 

negotiate wiffi Britain on a basis Dwf 
of the United Nations resolutions MJl JLUijU vIx1.v 1. 
on South Arabia. ^ 

The first point stipulated that Dar nil 

Saad, Lahej and Bir Ahamad in MU 

Aqrabi slate should be evacuated by 
factional elements by 10 a.m. to- 

morrow, and these areas become f IJf rif |||3 ||CTC 
miUtary areas controlled by the AAMUVrUMUCSI,^ 

Somh Arabian Army and poil&e CORRESPONDENT 

The second point was an- appeal to * 

nationalist forces to stop the killing. Beirut, Sept. 6 

The ted point was a direct state- Lord Shackleton, British 
ment that ffie N-L.F and Flosy Minister without portfolio, left 

should negotiate with Bntam to dis- here tonieht for Arahia 

cuss the United Nations resolutions "t ® ^ ® Arabia 

on independence for territory and the h® expects to meet King 

restoring of normal conditions. raisal tonioraow. Answering a 
The fourth point declared that if question before departure, he 

any nationalist group tried to circum- Britain would be willing 

vent these resolutions the Army and to talk to Flosy as well as to its 
police would decide what action to rival, the N.L.F. 

u . He was asked whether the British 

witS 

in spite of all outward signs. rationalist forces included Flosy. He 

In Wahidi state, the mystery of the ^rswered; “ Nationalist is a wide 
helicopter disaster continues and I?™,;, t c” , 
each day contrary reports are given ** important 

to the press. It is now being said Nosy should offer to come for- 

that the machine itself has not been ®rt neither will talk to us and 

found moment it is the N.L.F. which 

-- is the real power on the ground.” 

The names of the two British Our Cairo Correspondent writes :— 
soldiers, misring believed killed, in The United Nations mission on Aden 
a helicopter in Wahidi were released arrived here today from Beirut for 
yesterday by rhe Ministry of Defence, talks on the future of South Arabia 
Th^ are Major Peter Frederick with Egyptian officials and Flosy 
Gooch, of Cape Province, South representatives. 

Afnca, and Sergeant John Francis Flosy later issued a statement con- 
Bau comb. the pilot, of Middle demning the Briish offer to enter into 
Wallop, Stockbndge. Hants. negotiations with the N.L.F. as an 

Leading grticie, page H. imperialist conspiracy. 
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Members of the United Nations minion on Aden speaking with the press on arrival in Cairo 

yesterday. 


ARAB DEFEAT BLAMED 
ON CAIRO GROUP 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT—Moscow, Sept. 6 


Blame for the Arab defeat in 
the war with Israel is being placed 
here with increasing confidence on 
the shoulders of Field Marshal 
Amcr. fomer First Vice-President 
of Egypt, who is under house 
arrest in Cairo, and feudal forces 
unwilling to go along with socialist 
policies. 

With Mahmoud Riad. the 
Egyptian Foreign Minister, stand¬ 
ing by here as support for this 
S'crsion, Prarda said today that the 
Amer group had intended to 
launch a propaganda campaign to 
place responsibility for the mili¬ 
tary defeat on " friends of the 
United Arab Republic 

Israel ‘repression’ 

This transparent hint at the Soviet 
Union comes after the assertion that 
“ particular responsibility ” belonged 
to a group of Army and Air Force 
officers who look no steps to prepare 
for Israel's attack, even though they 
had inlcUigcncc about preparatory 
moves by Israel. 

Earlier Soviet press reports had 
identified these individuals with a 
•• businessman soldier " class which, 
it said, existed in Egypt’s armed 
forces. 

There uas no reference to the 
position of Egypt’s communists. How¬ 
ever. another article in Pravda com¬ 
plained that in Israel the Tc! .^viv 
authorities continued *' repressions ” 
of Israel communists who “defend 


the true interests of the Israel 
people Travel restrictions were 
imposed on leaders of the Communist 

Puny of Israel, trade union leaders, 
and members of other progressive 
organizations. 

Our Cairo Correspondent writes: - - 
It was announced here that 42 
Egjptians were killed and 161 
wounded when Israel troops opened 
tire in the Suez area on Monday. 

The announcement said ' that a 
Orwk cargo ship was sunk and an 
Indian .ship damaged as a result of 
Hrael shelling. Thirty houses, two 
hospitals and two mosques were 
damaged in the town of Suez. United 
Nations observers went to the area 
to see the result of - Israel 
aggression 

C.MRo, Sept. 6.- Amin el-Howeidi. 
the War Minister, has been put in 
charge of Egypt’s inteUigence ser¬ 
vice, the new'spaper Ai AUibar said 
today. 

It was reported yesterday that 
Salah Nasr, Che director of armed 
forces genera! intelligence, had been 
ca.shicred because his department had 
deviated from its original duties. 

President NaNser today lifted the 
sequotralion of Saudi Arabian pro¬ 
perty in Eg>'pi. including chat of 
King Faisal and 80 Saudi .Arabian 
families. 

The Egyptian Clovernnicni seques. 
traied Saudi .Arabian property la^t 
year when Saudi Arabia closed t'vo 
Egyptian banks operating at Jiddah 
and Riyadh.--and Agence 
France Presse. 


16 Botswana 
infiltrators 
gaoled 

Vr.vncistown. Boi s\v.\n.\. Sept. 
6.---Twelve of 13 alleged terrorists 
and four other alleged infiltrators 
were gaoled by Francistown magi¬ 
strate’s court today. 

Si.x were sentenced to 30 months 
and 10 others to three years. One 
case was continuing. 

Thirteen of the men arc said to 
belong to the group which last 
week fought a battle w'ith 
Rhodesia security forces in the 
Wankie national park area, south 
of Zambezi, and to have been 
captured on Sunday. 

This brings to 30 the number of 
alleged infiltrators captured by 
Botswana police since lai^e-scale 
operations surted in Rhodesia a 
forulight ago. 

The 13 men. who were lying in 
the bush near the Miiengwc river, 
south of the Rhodesia border, sur¬ 
rendered as soon as they were told 
by the police patrol that they were 
in Botswana, It was staled. 'Ehcy 
said they were lost. 

The police said the men had ail 
their weapons and large amounts of 
ammunition in army packs. 

The court was told that most of 
the men were members of the 
banned South .African National 
Congrcs.s and that they ail came 
from Zambia .—Agcnce France 
Presse. 


1 


Arab Defeat Blamed On Cairo Group. 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT- 

The Times (Eondon, England),Thursday, Sep 07, 1967; pg. 6; Issue 57040. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS 101281063 


2 



Egypt tomb 
discovery 

BY OUR ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
CORRESPONDENT 

Another family tomb has been 
found at Saqqara, die cemetery 
area of ancient Memphis, 15 miles 
south of Cairo. 

The only group of private tombs 
so far found has been excavated by 
the Egyptian Antiquities Service in 
^ Unas area of the site. The paint¬ 
ings of the owners of the tomb on the 
wall of the recently disoovered 
sepulchre are similar to those found 
m December. 1965, in the neighbour¬ 
ing tomb of the court jeweller. The 
private tombs are later than the First 
Dynast>^ necropolis, excavated for 
many years by Professor Emery, 
being of the Fifth Dynasty <2500 and 
2340 B.C.). 

This was the period following that 
of the great pyramid builders such as 
Zoser, when Egypt was in eco¬ 
nomic decline. As a result of this 
the Pharaoh was being relegated to 
a less ovcTpoweringly divine status. 
With a corresponding increase in the 
powCT and influence the admini¬ 
strative and professional classes. 

The private tombs are of such 

nw and will shed a great 

deal of light on what was in effect 
a social revolution in andent Egypt 
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AFRICA STATES MAY SET 
UP WAR COMMAND 


FROM OUR SPECIAL CORJEtESPONDENT—Kinshasa, Sept. 11 


African leaders from 37 coun¬ 
tries meeting here are expected to 
approve the setting up of a com¬ 
mittee of military experts from 17 
states to develop the armed 
struggle against minority govern¬ 
ment in southern Africa- 

Organization of African 
Unity summit meeting is expected 
to vote a secret budget said by 
informed sources to total $2m. 
(more 'than £700,000) for the use 
of resistance movements to white 
rule. An official spokesman ad¬ 
mitted the secret figure exceeds 
the draft budget of $1,100,000 
(about £390,000) for the organiza¬ 
tion itsdf. The proposals include 
an increase in the “special fund 
for Rhodesia”. 

Five of the countries in the pro¬ 
posed military committee— 
Algeria, Morocco, Ethiopia and 
the Congo—have armies varying 
from 10 to 60 times the size of 
Rhodesia’s army which, together 
with Portuguese forc«, is the main 
adversary. The use of “volun¬ 
teers” and “military advisers” is 
being discussed. 

The presidents. Prime Ministers, 
and senior Ministers whose summit 
meeting began today will probably 
approve a draft resolution insisting 
that rival resistance movements in 
Angola, Mozambique, and Rhodesia 
should “coordinate and unify their 
action Two parties from each of 
these countries are represented here. 

There is some support among dele¬ 
gates for the view expressed by the 
Nigerian delegation leader. Chief 
Obafemi Awolowo, that African 


countries rather than Mtain could 
and should deal with tiie Smith 
regime: delegates speculate that 
forrign African action, after Pre¬ 
toria’s admission that ^uth AMca 
has armed forces on Rhodesian soil, 
might precipitate British intervention. 

“The prospect is that, however 
small the engagement, Algerians and 
South Africans may be shooting at 
each ^er in the streets of Kariba, a 
town in a British colony ”, a lawyer- 
delegate noted wryly today. 

Another important outcome of the 
conference may be the expulsion of 
Malawi from the OA.U. Malawi’s 
controversial president Dr. ^nda has 
just decided to exchange embassies 
with South Africa. He has not sent a 
delegation to the sumntit 

Tshombe enigma 

The rest of this week’s meeting will 
be mainly concerned with plans for 
inter-African cooperation’—including 
an organization-wide extradition 
treaty—and a move to transfer all 
frontier disputes to the now donrnnt 
conciliation and ^bitration commit’ 
tee headed by Nigerian lawyer Mr. 
Michael Odesanya. Apparently in a 
bid to reinject a frontier tlispute into 
the conference itselt Somalia—whose 
border conflict with Ethiopia has 
already cost seven yean of sometimes 
riiarp fighting—-has asked the meeting 
to approve its candidacy for 
Ethiopia’s present Security Council 
seat when it becomes vacant in 1969. 
This will probably provoke a sharp 
exchange. 

The conference will also select a 
site for an African arts festival to be 


held next year. Addis Ababa, Du 
es Sala^n, Conakry and Douala are 
being discussed. 

Algeria, the vanguard state of 
radical Africa, is s^l declining to 
send Mr. Moise Tshcmibe. radical 
Africa’s main target for hatred, back 

to the Con^, where he has been con¬ 
demned to death in absentia. There 
are as many theories about Algeria’s 
attitude as tiiere are delegates to the 
summit 

When Mr. Tshombe was first kid¬ 
napped by a French ex-convict in 
midair two months ago and token to 
Algeria, President Mobutu of the 
Congo was so anxious to have him 
that he switched the Congo’s United 
Nations votes on the Middle East 
war to please the Arabs. 

But President ^u:^dicnne of 
Algeria, was not giving Mr. Tshombe 
up as easily as that Informed sources 
here say he demanded that the Cbngo 
sever relations with Israel and For¬ 
mosa and support Algiers as the place 
for tile next O.AU. meeting. He 
held on to Mr. Tshombe’s two British 
pilots, these sour<^ say, to persuade 
Britain to negotiate with the National 
Liberation Front in . Aden, which 
Algeria backs against the Egypt- 
supported Flosy movement. 

Mr. Tshombt, according to the con¬ 
sensus guess of delegates, will be “ left 
to rot” somewhere in the Algerian 
mterior, and the Congo will quietly 
forget its extradition order. 

Kinshasa, Sept. 11.— Emperor 
Haile Selassie of Ethiof^ today 
called on the world commumty to 
use force to bring down tiie white 
minority regime in Rhodesia. 
Addressing the opening session of 
the O.AU., he said that economic 
sanctions aii^Ued by the Britidi 
Govesnment had failed.— 

France Presse. 
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ISRAEL OPENING DOOR 
TO 6,200 REFUGEES 

From DAVID SPANIER—Jerusalem, Sept. 11 


The Israel Ministry of the In¬ 
terior has annouhe^ that the 
6,200 refugees who were granted 
entry permits to return to the west 
bank of the Jordan but were 
unable to come back by the end of 
last month may cross at the 
Allenby Bridge next Sunday, Tues¬ 
day and Thursday. No time limit 
has been set for their return. 

If they all come, a total of just 
over 20,000 refugees will have re¬ 
turned from Transjordan. The 
grand total of people who fled 
from the west bank because of the 
War is estimated by Red Cross 
officials as somewhere approach¬ 
ing 150,000. Many of these people 
also want to retprn, but by no 
means all of theni; 

An official spokesman said there 
was “ no change 'u in. the Govern¬ 
ment’s ban on -'accepting more 
refugees, after last night's Cabinet 
meeting. HoweverJthe question has 
certainly been considered and it 
would not surprise observers here 
if Mr. Abba Eban, the Foreign 
Minister, takes a more accommodat¬ 
ing line at the j United Nations 
discussion on refu^s. 

A supplemental budget for 
£Is.552m. (about ^63m.) was pre- 
- 1 - 


sented to tire Knesset today by Mr. 
2e-ev Sharef. the acting Finance 
Minister. Its aims are first, to help get 
the economy moving again after long 
and continuing stagnation, and 
second, to carry out various develop¬ 
ment projects, delayed because of 
lack of capital and other resources. 

Public spending from the budget 
will generate two million working 
days, according to the Finance Mini¬ 
stry, and so help reduce unemploy¬ 
ment, which stands at slightly over 
30,000. 

354 Egyptians 
repatriated 

FROM OUR COR RESPOND!: NT 

Ti-l Aviv. Sepf. 11 

Israel today repairiaied to Egypt 
346 civilians and eight wounded 
soldiers under an arrangement 
negotiated by the International Red 
Cross. 

The Egyptians ferried across the 
Suez Canal at El Qantara in three 
launches included 292 officials and 
teachers from the Gaza Strip, whose 
wives and children were returned to 
Egypt on August 3. 
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Call py Cairo editor welcome 

BY OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 


The Foreign Office displayed a 


distinctly positive 
day in the artidej 


interest yester- 
in this week’s 


Sunday Times by ‘ 3r. Muhammad 
Hassanein Heikal the editor of 
the leading Cairo newspaper, Ai 
Ahram. In the article. Dr, Heikal 
called for a genuine dialogue as 
equals, between Britain and the 
United Arab RepiffiUc. 

Dr. Heikal stands particularly 
close to President Nasser in the 
Egyptian hierarch^.. His appeal 
for talks “as eq^h”—after a 
thoughtful analysi^ of the grounds 
for mutual misunderstanding over 
the past 100 yearsl^was certainly 
welcomed here as Tioderate and 
well thought out. 1 ' 

A spokesman, commenting specifi¬ 
cally upon it, said; “This is clearly 
an important arttch which is being 
studied wth interest. *. 

The obvious dcduc lion to be drawn 
from the tone of con ment in London 
was that the Britiih Government 


would be happy to begin talks on a 
resumption of diplomatic relations, 
but that, as it was the U.A.R. Gov¬ 
ernment which broke off relations— 
m 1965 over British failure to force 
a liberal constitution upon the white 
Rhodesians—it was for the U.A.R. 
Government to propose the first steps 
towards reconciliation. 

Certainly, the British Government 
have always held since the break in 
relations, that diplomatic contacts 
between Britain and the U.A.R. were 
desirable—and indeed particularly 
desirable when relations are most 
diflicult. 

This belief, it is clear, was not 
jettisoned by the British Govern¬ 
ment’s decision that Lord Shackleton, 
Britain’s special envoy on Aden, 
should not go to Egypt for further 
talks w'itb the United Nations Mis¬ 
sion on South Arabia, who were there 
meeting the representatives of the 
Front for the Liberation of Occupied 
South Yemen (Flosy). 

Clearly there are iu fact now rather 
brighter Iiopes that contacts with the 
U.AJR. Government will be resumed. 


Dr. Heikal in his article wrote of 
the hopes in Eg>T>t of better relations 
with Britain after tlie Labour Gov¬ 
ernment came to office, and of the 
deep disappointment felt there when 
Britain suspended the Aden consti¬ 
tution and dismissed the nationalist 
Government there on the eve of a 
talk arranged between President 
Nas^r and Mr. George Thomson, 
Minister of State at the Foreign 
Office. After this, the President can¬ 
celled the arrangement. 

On the British side it can be said 
that the British Government made 
several efforts to get talks begun. 
Mr. George Brown seized the oppor¬ 
tunity of the presence bv chance of 
himself and Field Marshal Hakim 
Amer in Leningrad in November, 
1966 to make contact. Field MarshM 
Amer was then Vice-President in the 
U.A.R. Government. 

All in all, however, the reaction 
yesterday was certainly not to treat 
Dr. Heikal’s article as a subject tor 
polemics but ratlier to accept it 
readily as a genuine sign that better 
relations can soon be established. 
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THE CONSERVATIVES 

AND ADEN 

From Lord Carrington 

Sir,—^Your leading article (September 7) 
suggests that the arrangements made by 
the last Conservative Government for 
British participation in the defence of South 
Arabia after independence would not have 
stopped “ the overthrow of traditional rule 
by popular forces or terrorist gangs I do 
not understand why you choose to equate 
“ popular forces *’ with “ terrorist gangs 
For the terrorist gangs have been incited 
^d supported by external forces, chiefly 
in Egypt, fci order to exploit the vacuum 
left by British withdrawal. 

The result of this incitement has been 
a murderous struggle for power. There can 
be little doubt that the Conservative 
Goveminent’s undertaking to sign a defence 
treaty with the South Arabian Government 
would have provided a strong deterrent to 
these ambitions and the terrorism which 
they inspired. 

Our main charge against the Government 
is that by concentrating almost wholly on 
British withdrawal from Aden and announc¬ 
ing it so far in advance the Government 
has encouraged the violence and terrorism 
which daily cost the lives of soldiers and 
civilians, British and Arab. 

The Government had been nearly three 
years in office before it made any serious 
effort to secure a more broadly based 
Federal Govenunent. Can anyone really 
be so certain that, if these three years had 
not been wasted. Federal rule in Aden 
woidd still have been overtiirown by the 
gunmen ? 

Yours faithfully, 

CARRINGTON. 

House of Lords, SepL 12. 
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I’WNTINQ HOUSB SQUARE, IOND(»4, E.C.4. 


Telephone : 01-236 2000 


Deep divisions among 
the oil producers 

Tomorrow in Rome the Organization of I^troleum Exporting 
Countries is meeting for the first time since the Middle East War. 
It IS, perhaps, the most crucial meeting of OPEC’s history. Already 
put off once, to allow the Arab member countries to attend their 
summit meeting at Khartum, it brings about a confrontation 
between the widely different interests of OPEC Membem. It could 
even mean the end of OPEC as a real force in the world of oil. 

For a start, three OPEC members have completely disregarded 
one of OPEC’s cardinal rules: that member countries should not 
benefit from each other’s misfortunes. Yet, when the Arab 
countries first banned all exports of oil and later reduced this to an 
mbargo on three “ aggressor ” states, Iran, Venezuela and Indonesia 
simply stepped up their exports to fill the gap. They would, of 
come, argue that the ban was a political matter, doubtfully based 
^d of no concern to them. Why should Venezuela, say, support 
the Arab countries in squabbles with countries on whom Venezuela’s 
own economic welibemg depends ? 

This no more than illustrates the deq) divisions between OPEC’s 
members, whose only common intqest is a determination to get a 
larger share of the benefits from their national oil resources. The 
A^hs m^t, however, argue that this aim was best advanced under 
^ conditions by the oil exporting community sticking toother. 
But this is a somewhat idealistic point of view and OPEC, despite 
Its frequent statement of the highest motives, is a veiy practical body. 

It came into existence at a time when the whole basis of the 
western oil companies* operations in foreign countries was in 
question. More specifically, it was set up in the autumn of 1960 
to counter a number of moves by oil companies to imse posted 
pnees. Since these were (and are) the reference levels on which 
taxes were calculated—and since, in any case, thqr bore little 
relation to the prices actually charged—the host governments saw 
these moves as a direct threat to their revenues. 

OPEC certainly succeeded in its initial aim: it is now unthink¬ 
able that prices should come down. Indeed, one of the reasons for 
the companies’ reluctance to accede to Libya’s request to raise 
prices, based on the temporary circuuKtance of the Suez 
closure, was the certain knowledge that the increase would never 
be taken back—leaving the companies with a greatly increased tax 
buL Perhaps more important, OPEC’s existence has resulted 
m a standard form of agreement: with the exception of Iraq, which 
never got round to ratifying the negotiated settlement with the 
Iraq Petroleum Company, all companies operate under Ae same 
broad tax framework. 

It is questionable how far OPEC itself provided the impetus for 
these reforms. It is the common experience of such bodies—like 
cartels—that they are most effectiw when they are not strictly i 
needed. As soon as conditions put a strain on the cohesion between ' 
their members they tend to break im- Thus, OPEC appeared at 
the time when reform was in the air: it was the crystailization of 
there governments’ aspirations. But now that part at least of the 
aspirations has been fulfilled, the differences between the members 
may override their common interests. 

The first hurdle that must be overcome in Rome, therefore, is 
the need to reconcile these differences. In the interests of all members 
and the future of OPEC the Arabs may be prepared to ignore the 
others’ recent schweinerei; and Venezuela, Iran and Indonesia 
may proimse, for the sake of apjiearances, not to do it again. 
Unless this obstacle is overcome it is haiti to believe ^at the 
conference will achieve anything. 

If it is, the member countries will feel free to settle down to a 
comfortable discussion of new ways to screw the oil companies. 
The Arab countries in particular feel a powerful need to recoup' 
the direct losses of the war. Kuwait and Saadi Arabia wiU want 
to finance the enormous loans to E^t and Jordan agreed at 
Khartum. Perhaps some demonstration of government firmness 
may for political reasons be expedient in tire Middle East. Whatever 
the motive, everything points to a resumption of pressure on 
oil companies by OPEC. 

It is a fair guess that this will take the form of a new campaign 
against the companies for them to drop the so-called OPEC discount 
—an allowance of 6^2 per cent off the tax reference prices. It would 
have the same effect on the Government’s revenues as an increase 
in price. And, as part of OPEC’s existing policy, would be a handy 
goal to aim at. Indeed, the companies had already started pre¬ 
liminary grappling on this issue before the war. i 

But everything depends on the members first being able to 
agree that their interests lie in keeping OPEC going. The Arabs, 
who have some difficulty in recognizing even their own common 
interests, have a nascent Arab petroleum group—another of the 
results of Khartum—to pin their hopes on. If they decided to put 
their weight behind that, to pursue a pan-Arab oil policy, OPEC 
would be condemned to a powerless existence in Vienna. 
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Isarael three moMths after her victory 



The common talk is sail of these soldiers’ heroism. Yet, as they hitch-hike home on leave, empty 


Demand for a new kind of leader 


From DAVID LANIER 
Jerusalem 

A strange depressiooi bung over 
ferae! before the six'day war. 
Months of discontent seemed to 
the people like a plague. It 
was not just the stagnating 
ecoQwi^, thou^ that certainly 
de«pea«i national anxiety, nor 
the^ drying up of immigration^ 
which is the nation’s Ufeapring. It 
was scMXtething stiU deeper, a loss 
of faith in itself, which depressed 
the country. 

What became unbearable, in 
the days after the closure of the 
Gulf of Aqaba, was the ina^on: 
Hot that ferad was holing her 
fire, but the general sense that the 
Governaneat was weak, heatatii^, 
groping for its bearings. It may 
have been right to wait, to try 
what diplomacy could dos But the 
people did not trust their leaders 
•t the time to dedde. 

To start with, Mr. Ben-Gurion 
Was against General Dayan com¬ 
ing in as Defence Minister. “ Wait. 
This Gdvemmeat wU fall in four 

days ”, told him 

“We have not got four days,” 
GenMal Dayan replied. From a man 
like Gwieral Dayan the people 
would have accepted a policy of wait¬ 
ing, because they trusted his mihtary 
judgment, just as, when the policy 
was war, they did not have even a 
ptnpnok of doubt about their victory. 

Hard country of 
bard people 

The long period of dejs-esaon 
before the war, now succeeded by 
elation, was qrmpiomatic: it is a 
good starting point for seeing what 
Israel is .like today. 

Israel is a hard country. The cli¬ 
mate is hard, the land is hard, the 
language is hard, the people are 
hard. 

A Moroccan-bom ghl, now 
happily settled down, iold me: “I 
suffered every day when I fim came 
here. Every day I was hurt, I was 
let down, peoirie taoke their word. 
Every day I wept" 

A young Israel writer put what is 


probably a general view: “We are 
a strange people. We are covaed 
with layers of hardness. In a war, 
the deepest spirit of the people comes 
diiough. But in peace time we arc 
imposable.” 

During the war people were eager, 
faelpfui, sacrificing, nothing was too 
much trouble. But on the scveati 
day, or quite soon after, tiiey saw 
. what they had created and rei«rted 
back to normal. An everydaj 
example, which cannot but strike one 
by its blindness, is people's reluc¬ 
tance to give lifts to hiteh-bi^g 
soldiers. At every crossroads in 
Israd young soldiers stand hopefully, 
some on a few hours’ leave, while 
empty cars pass them. 

Yet the common talk fa still ol 
tiiese same soldiers’ heroism. At the 
hospital outside Jerusalem, so I was 
told, the wounded used to stay inside 
duar wards rather than show them¬ 
selves when Arabs from east Jem- 
salon came in for treatment 

In the war the new gemeratioa ol 
israedis prov^ themselves. It was 
to from b^g the general expecta¬ 
tion. These armies were not pioneers, 
they were not rooted in the wax of 
independence. 

A survivor of a Lithuanian ghetto 
told me: "We were doubtful about 
the new generation. We did not know 
if ^ would really Always 
. rushing around, always feeir dfa. 
eothiques." 

That the same doubt was shared 
1^ Mr. E^oL die Prime Ministw. 
buDself a vigorous 71, was imfiied 
when he said recently: “Tl^ very 
youth, soms of whom were the sub¬ 
ject of oiticism as a remit of tfceir 
way of life and th<w lack of socW 
values, was ifiscovered as a wonder¬ 
ful youth. . . 

But more significantly, the war was 
a stamp, m blood, of n^onal- 
ity on toe imtmgcants from Nordi 
Africa and the MidtSe £as^ the so- 

called oriental Jews. IL^ed in 
their school days by talcs ot heroiOTi 
of dieir European foundi^ fediers, 
inevitably feeling somewhat out of 
it. toey have now fought and fought 
triurn^antly. MiUtmy experts made 
it their job after the war to find out 
how the new immigrants stood the 
tesL " One cannot say tiiey fou^i 
better than die Satera^ because it 
would be imposrible to brtto. 
They were ai IsraejUs." 


As in 194$, the nation fought not 
jiist from valour but from what in 
Hebrew is called ein breira —no alter¬ 
native. In Britain we as nime that as 
a nation in peril we will always fight 
as one (it was not so in France in 
1940). But every lOTeli believed ti»t 
defeat meant massacre. The' Arabs 
had tiieatened it ceaselessly. 

Here was a case (there were others) 
of Arab propaganda rebounding on 
itself, for toe oriental immigrants, 
many _ of whom speak AraWc (and 
who m other circumstences might 
have been Arab soldiers), had been 
Incensed even further by toe verbal 
attacks of Cairo radio. If there had 
been defeat for Israel, unthto^ble 
for an army whose confidence in itself 
was sublime, then it would, surely, 
have been a r^tion.of not 

Auschwitz: in otoer woids self- 
slaughter not captivity. 

In its ^ed. toe completeness of 
Israels victory took some time to 
^sp. It fa true that Israel is still 
mged with enemies, but toey are 
mipotmt, as perhaps toey are coming 
to reali re . New .arms.are one thiny , 
ttaimng men to use tocm is anotiiK. 
It takes years to train an air force. 

Widespread weariness 
of war 

Egyptian losses, moreover, tie 
many thousands bi^er than an¬ 
nounced. If toe officers who fled 
back to Egypt have been purged, the 
officers who have been captured have 
been treated with care. Some of 
Imve bcM conducted around Israel, 
jpven their choice of what toey would 
like to see—toere are otoer ways of 
making your point than with a bullet 

For toe Israelis seem uumilitasis- 
tic conquerors. It fa not a role lor 
which history has prepared toe J ewfab 
peoide. They are neither vindictive 
(leaving aside the destnictiwi of 
numbers of houses in Qalqiliya) nor 
even mimical. They feel quite un- 
hostile to toe Arab people (as exposed 
to toeir leaders). Th^ wbidd like 
to work with town, hdp them, in too 
m^ feel sOny (perhaps with some 
guilt) for them, fi this indodes, too, 
an overt feeling of superiori^. here is 
toe verdict of as enunent psy ^o - 
anatyst:— 

“ v^at is astonishing, psychologic¬ 
ally, is toat toere fa no hate in toese 
peotde. The greai teoslons released 


^er the war had to find an outlet. 
This perhaps explains all the frantic 
rutoing off to visit toe occu^ed terri¬ 
tories. But feelings of hate are quite 
absent—it fa not in toe Jewish tradi¬ 
tion." 

The difference after tiiis war from 
1948 and 1956 is that Israd’s victwy 
is so cimiplete that toe nation is not 
under pressure to settle for anything 
less than fun peaceu In a way toe 
laael attitude 1$ naive: as pusitoil. 
argiim«itativB, but basically reason¬ 
able people toey seem to b^eve that 
toe Arab Itaders should respond, sit 
down with them and talk equally 
reasonably. That is what they would 
like, and if toe Government knows 
toe’ i^ospect fa remote it is none toe 
less undeteaittd. 

A senim: member of Mapai, toe 
main-Government par^, put it this 
way: “ We are ^epwed to stay on in 
toe occupied tcuritories for.a year, for 
two years, five years, a generation if 
necessary. We shall not move untE 
we get a settiemenf^ 

This fa not militaristic, nor is it 
boasting. It springs from a wide¬ 
spread, weariness of war, wax wbidt 
each time is caused by failing to 
secure a proper peace. Israelis are 
neitiier hawks nor doves. Or they 
ai© doves wito hawks’ talons. They 
are utterly detennined not to repeat 
toe same deadly patteriL 

The fact is—or " the new reality ”, 
to use a favourite Israel phras^ 
that three montos after the war, 
Israel stands alone and in complete 
command of her rituation in the 
Midtoe East. For toe first time In 
the hfe of the state, her defence is 
secure; her borders are eatier to 
defend; no Israel s^tieinent fa within 
shelHng distance of Arab guns; hn 
enemies lemain divided, bereft of a 
realistic policy. Israelis do not see 
why they should settle for anything 
less than a lasting peace. The 
country, like toe new generation, has 
come of age. 

All over the country two men are 
mentioned in toe same breath: 
Moshe Dayan and Yigal Alloa 
Neitoer of them, at 52 and 49, fa 
exactly young; but they count as 
young, because they represent a clear 
division k generations after the old 
Russian-bom and Polish-bom esfab- 
lishment 

General Dayan is, of course, a 
national hero. But he has bitter 


political opponents. They fear that 
as a Prime Minister he would be auto¬ 
cratic, a “ strong man”. As Minister 
of Agriculture he had some successes, 
toou^ people only remember bis 
spectacular failure to foist on the 
coiumy a new kind of tomato, “ the 
moneymaker”, which angularly 
failed to live up to its naTn(» 

He speaks Arabic and is believed 
to underst^ how to talk to toe 
Arabs. He is im unquestioned patriot 
in toe pure sense, bat it could be 
argued that he fa not a typical Israeli 
—^he is said to be totally unemotion^ 
and self-contained, might have scant 
patience for democratic process and 
coalition-moQgering, and fa not much 
of a man for kmily Ufe. General 
Dayan, above all. knows his own 
mind. One day at a press conference, 
- when a evtain Minister was waffiing 
round his subject, an Israel colleague 
slipped me a cryptic note: “Now 
you see why we need Dayan.” 

Views about future 



General Allon is also a national 
hero, as commander of toe Palmach, 
the shock troops in toe war of in¬ 
dependence. He was brought up and 
still lives on a kibbutz near Galilee: 
twice a week, summer and winter, he 
leaves toe whirl of affairs in Jeru¬ 
salem and goes back there. He also 
speaks Arabic (and refers to Preridrat 
Nasser as “ my old friend he cap¬ 
tured him in 1948) and has sdidi^ 
political science for a time at Oxford. 

As Minister of Labour feeing toe 
disastrous train of unemployment, he 
has not made much of a mark; toe 
blame for unemployment, however, 
has fallen on toe Treasury. He is a 
man of no less force and resp^ than 
General Dayan, and is shrewdly 
placed k a position of heir apparent 
to toe establishment, rather th an its 
executioner. 

Here are three representative views 
about toe fumre leadership:— 

A Huttgarian-bom goldsmith, 
now k charge of the (automated) 
cattie sheds on a kibbutz, and a 
S^bra in Sinai gave almost identical 
answers: “ I -want a change. I do not 
care if it fa Dayan or Allon or where 
■ he comes from, but I want a young 
man, a man who can take deci- 
riosa 


A fifto-generatioa ktdlectual: 
"I believe toat the men who have 
been brou^t up k toe diaspora (dis¬ 
persed Je<^) cannot help unconsci¬ 
ously takkg over some of its atti¬ 
tudes. They have done tbefr part 
Now we mtist have a man who is 
bom here, who tijkks and feels as 
we do 


An eminent Rabbi: “I fed very 
alarmed by charismatic leaders. Our 
experience of recent years d^ not 
commend them.” 

Israel is endowed with some re¬ 
markable men, soldier-sohoiars like 
Ifrofessor -Yigal Yadk, the excavator 
of Masada, who has been chief-of- 
staff, build^ of the modem Aimy, 
and fa now Professor of Archaeology 
a t the Hebrew Univeraqr. The versa- 
^ty of such men seems peculiar to 
IsraeiHs: it stems from the organic 
way that k Israel religious stu^ and 
reoered etoication lead on to connect, 
Qirough Jewish history, wito political 
life. 

To take it from another an^: at 
tones of national crisis the research 
scientists at the Wriznmno Instiuite 
can close toe door of toeir labora¬ 
tories and step ovtt kto hi^-levd 
military tJa n a m a Having onoe been 
m toe farael Army, knowing toe 
general staff, their emergency role 
does not seem to them too koon- 
gruous. 


The slow struggle of the leEt-wkg 
parties to recoup before toe next 
general election k 1969 fa, funda¬ 
mentally, about *hig transfer of 
power to toe new lenders. The 
young generation is bored by toe 
DMnoeuvrkg of internal politics. It 
» unmoved by the old back-to-toe- 
land ideology of toe early pioneers, 
who still hold, with toeir protectsia 
(old boy neO the k^ portions of 
power throughout toe country. 

Qiange fa comity The pokt is 
toat unto toe transfer of power i» 
begun, Israel win not fee! nearly as 
sure of herself in peace as toe did in 
war. The paradox is tiiat the new 
generation of leaders, men like 
G«ieral Dayan and General Allon, 
who grew^ ^ on toe land in toe 
pioneer ^rit, are men who must 
adapt tills tradition to meet the chal¬ 
lenge of bu^ng a new, sdenee- 
orieoted, industrial society. 


Tomorrow: David Spanler tos- 
cosses oriental attitudes and Enro- 
pean convictions. 
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Suicide by Egypt 
army leader 


Amer takes poison while 
held on plot charge 


Cairo, Sspt. 15 

Field-Marshal Abdel Hakim Amer, the right-hand man of 
President Nasser mitU the Arab defeat in the June war with Israel, 
has committed suicide, the Egyptian Government announced today. 

A statement from the National Guidance Ministry, broadcast by 
Radio Cairo tonight, said the 48-year-old former Vice-President, 
recently detained on charges of plotting against President Nasser, 
died yesterday after taking ** large quantities of toxic products ” 
on Wednesday and then taking a second dose of poison yesterday. 

According to the state¬ 
ment Field-Marshal Amer first 
poisoned himself as he w’as to be 
interrogated at his home by 
officials investigating the alleged 
plot 

He took the second dose when 
recovering from the first, it said, 
in a Gizeh rest home under the 
sxiTveillattce of two doctors. They 
noted a sudden worsening of bis 
condition after he had been to the 
bathroom, and rushed him to hos¬ 
pital, where he died three hours 
later. 

He had hidden the fatal dose of 
poison under a piece of sticking 
plaster on his body. 

Field-Marshal Amer was named 
First Vice-President of the United 
Arab Republic in 1964, and was 
Deputy Commander of the Egyp¬ 
tian armed forces. bietd-Maxsha! Abdel HaWtm 

He was suspended by President Ainer, 



Nasser after the Arab defeat in 
June and was later arrested, 
accused of plotting against the 
President .—Agence France Presse. 

Tom Little writes: — 

The suicide of Field-Marshal ; 
Abdel Hakim Amer could have | 
profound repercussions in Egypt, 
notably in the Army, where he 
enjoyed a considerable popu¬ 
larity; and although he was under 
house arrest for plotting when | 
he took his life, the tragedy 
will undoubtedly have strong 
emotional impact on President 
Nasser, the closest of his friends 
for 30 years, nevertheless had 
ordered his detention. 

Dismissals resented 

It is another side effect of the 
Arab defeat at the haads of 
IsraeL When Uie w^r started on 
June 4, Hakim Amer was First 
Vice-President and Deputy Com¬ 
mander of the Arm^ For<»s, 
President Nasser himself holding 
the titular position of Comman¬ 
der. The calamitous defeat led 
Nasser to dismiss him from both 
offices and to cashier 50 senior 
soldiers who were almost all 
Amer’s men. 

Hakim Amer felt this to be a 
grave injustice, holding that the I 
destruction of a large part of the 
Egyptian Air Force in ffie first 
Israel air strike made the position ! 
of the Army in the Sinai desert. | 
deprived of effective air cover. I 
untenable from the start. 

The dismissals were all the i 
harder to bear because they con- I 
vinced the Egyptian public that j 
the Army was to blame. Soldier* 
were insulted in the Cairo streets j 
so frequently that they were ! 
instruct^ not to go about in town ! 
in uniform except when compelled ' 
to do so by duty. 

Obhuary, page 12. | 


Gold hunt in 
BO AC plane 

Delhi, Sept 15.—Customs 
officers impounded a B.O.A.C. 
Boeing-707 airliner when it landed 
here from Bangkok today. 

They began a search for more 
than 24cwt. of contraband gold. 

Passengers were transferred to 
other flights after being told that 
the search would last at least 24 
hours .—Agence France Presse. 
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OBITUARY 


F-M HAKIM 
AMER 

Nasser’s oldest 
comrade 

Field - Marshal Mohammed 
Abdel Hakim Amer, who is 
reported have committed suicide, 
was President Nasser’s number 
two and close confidant for 15 
years. He was 47. 

Until he lost his position after the 
Arab-krael war in June, tus rela¬ 
tionship with the President was a 
complementary one—Nasser the 
poli<y maker and Amer the 
cxeaajtive. 

Amer was placed under house 
arrest early diis month after Egyptian 
authorities reported unmas^ng a 
plot by dismissed military leaders to 
regain power by force. 

His whole career revolved round 
die anny and ran a tziily close 
parallel to that of Nasser, with 
whom he has fought, plotted, and 
governed since they first met in the 
army. 

Ai^ was promoted to the hipest 
rank in the anrty—^thai of marshal— 
at the early age of 38. 

Bom on December 11, 1919, in 
Istal in the Minya province of Egypt. 
Amer went to the MUitary Academy 
in Cairo, where Nasser also trained. 

In 1939 he was commissioned as a 
second lieutenant and graduated fr<»n 
the Staff Officers’ College in 1948 to 
serve in the Palestine war that year. 
Both Nasser and Amer became key 
members of the Free Officers’ Move¬ 
ment which seized power in 1952 and 
replaced King Farouk witii General 
Neguib. 

Amer became the Director of 
General Neguib’s office at he presi¬ 
dency and was promoted to major 
general in 1953, a year wMch aslo 
saw bis paittcipatlon in the evacua¬ 
tion of British troops from the Canal 
Zone. 

From 1953 to 1958 he was com¬ 
mander-in-chief of Egypt’s armed 
forces and from 1958 to 1962 of the 
United Arab Reoublic Forces, during 
!lhe political union between and 
Egypt._ 

During this period he also became 
nominal head of the joint staff of 
Egyptian, Saudi Arabian, Jord^an, 
and Syrian Forces—but this was only 
a gesture on the part of Egypt’s 
neighbours to demonstrate solidarity 
after the Suez crisis. 

Syria _ became an important res¬ 
ponsibility for Amer. who served 
as its governor in 1959 until the 
UA.R, broke up in 1961. 

He continued as second vice- 
president and Minister of War until 
it was suddenly announced in 
that he was to hold the new post 
of first vice-president This carried 
with it power to rule for 60 days in 
case anything happened to the 
president 

Amer’s other big task was to deal 
with the Yemen where Egypt has 
backed the Republicans against the 
Saudi Arabian-backed Ro^lists. As 
a representative of his Government. 
Amer travelled widely—particularly 
to the Soviet Union, which gives 
aid and arras to the U.A.R. 


MR E. J. 
PHELAN 

Former ILO 
director 

Mr. Edward Joseph Phelan, 
Director-General of die Inter¬ 
national Labour Office from 1941 
to 1948, died at his home near 
Geneva yesterday. He was 79. 

Born at Tramore, co, Waterford, 
Ireland, in 1888, the son of a mas ter 
marinCT, he was educated at St. 
Francis Xavier’s College and liver- 
pool University, wl^c he took his 
B.A.^ and with honours in 
physics.^ He joined tiie British Civil 
Service in 1911. He began his carew 
in the National Health Insurance 
Comimssion, but after a few years 
was transferred to the Labour De¬ 
partment of the Board of Trade and 
hence automatically berame a 
member of the staff of the Ministry 
of Labour when it was formed in 
1917. 

HeitJ the ffisceming ej-e of Harold 
Butler, Assistant Secretary, noted his 
caoacity, and he was sent to Russia 
with the first British delegation to 
visit country after the Revolution 
On his return. Butler took hini to the 



Peace Conference in 1919, and later 
to the first International Labour Con- 
feren<», as a result of which the 
International Labour Office was set 
up at Geneva. 

After this it was almost inevitable 
dial, when Butler became Deputy 
Director of the I.L.O. under its first 
Director, Albert Thomas, Phelan 
should go with him, and in 1920 he 
became Chief of the Political 
Division, 

Subsequently he had m distin¬ 
guished career in the I.L.O., becom¬ 
ing Assistant Director in 1933, 
Deputy Director in 1938; and finall y, 
when J. G. Winant relinquished Ins 
post as Director to become United 
States Ambassador to Great Britain 
in 1941, Phelan took hfe place and 
guided the organization safely 
throu^ the remaining years of the 
war. so that it emerged ready to 
carry on its work as before when 
peace came—tfte only re mnan t of 
the League of Nations that survived. 

Phelan came of Liverpool Irish 
stock, and to first-rate abilities as 
an organizer and administrator he 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 


Nationalists offer place to 
rivals in ruling S Arabia 


FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT—Aden, Sept. 17 


The National Liberation Front 
(Ni.F.) today put forward condi¬ 
tions under which it is prepared 
to work with its rival, the Egyp¬ 
tian-backed Front for the Filia¬ 
tion of Occupied South Yemen 
(Flosy), for assuming from Britain 
sovereignty and authority 
throughout South Arabia and its 
offshore islands. 

The N.L.F.’s move appeared to 
be in response to the South Arab¬ 
ian Army s demand nine days ago 
that Flosy and the N.L.F. must 
decide by next Wednesday 
whether they were, prepared to 
hold talks with Britain about im- 
plementating the United Nations 
resolutions on the territory’s 
future. 

The N.L.F. claimed today that 
it had taken over the Qaiti sul¬ 
tanate, the largest of the three 
sultanates in the Eastern Aden 
Protectorate, without firing a shot. 
Sultan Ghalib bin Awadh al- 
Qaiti, the 20-year-old ruler, agreed 
to abdicate when a military dele¬ 
gation informed him of the N.L.F. 
takeover as he arrived in a Saudi 
Arabian ship at Mukalla. the 
Qaiti capital. 

Earlier today, the N.L.F. rejected 
an invitation from the Arab League 
to attend tomorrow’s conference in 
Cairo of South Arabian nationalist 
forces. It expressed “surprise and 
protest ” that the Arab League 


should have invited the federal 
rulers and the " stooge '* South 
Arabian League, (Sal) and United 
National Party (U.NP.). 

In a telegram to Abdul Khaliq 
Hassouna, secretary-general of the 
Arab ^ague, today, the N.L.F. 
asked him to recognize the “armed 
revolutionary forces” as the people’s 
only representatives and to cancel 
the conference with the sultans and 
stooge parties. 

The N.L.F. said in a statement 
that it could not possibly agree to 
the reappearance of these elements 
On the stage, whatever the new argu¬ 
ments, partjcularily when the N.L.F, 
had overthrown them after four 
years’ successful struggle. 

Hopeful sign 

The N.LF. said there would be 
no obstacle to the two nationalist 
fronts coming together once Flosy 
detemiined its attitude towards the 
traditional riders and had rejected a 
settlement or compromise with 
colonialists. Then the two fronts 
could together assume power from 
Britain in accordance with each 
front’s influence provided &ere was 
mutual coordination for realizing 
national unity. The N.L.F. was pre¬ 
pared to met Flosy for achieving that 
^ity in any “liberated” part of 
South Arabia. 

Our Diplomatic Staff write: The 
deolaration by the NXF. is one of 
the most hopeful signs to come from 
the Aden situation for months. If 
Flosy take the olive branch and if 
a s^ement is accepted by the 
British Government, whidi is due to 


complete the withdrawal from Aden 
by. January 9, this couM mean the 
end of political murders and the kill¬ 
ing of British troops. 

The N.L.F. is cleanly anxious that 
any agreement made should be 
reach^. on South Arabian soil. Its 
rejection of an invitation from the 
^ab League to go to a me^ng in 
Cmro is in keeping with its stance 
of _ being the “ home-grown ” 
nationalist force, not tied to the 
external power of Egypt. 

The N.L.F. shows signs of wanting 
to give Flosy a somewhat subordi¬ 
nate role, “ in accordance with each 
front’s influence”. Certainly the 
N.L.F. command is unified and its 
planning cohesive, whereas the Flosy 
command was diffused by the self- 
exile of its prominent figures to the 
Yemen and a loss of contact with 
the industrial and trade unionist base 
m Aden. 

One result of this was the growth 
of a secondary leadership in Aden 
which was pot strong enough to pre- 
vmt the N.LE. from taking control 
of several of the trade unions. 

In the past few weeks, the N.LF. 
has been smoothly and fairly quietly 
taking over most of the up-country 
states. This weekend they were said 
to have taken over Beihan state on 
the borders of Yemen. 

The N.LF. leaders make it clear 
that, though there has been no 
opportunity for ballot-box demo¬ 
cracy before the federation becomes 
independent, they wiM not counten¬ 
ance any continuation of the power 
of sultans and shaikhs. 
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REFORM OF THE 
PAPAE COURT 


FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT—Rome, Sept. 17 


Looking much better after his 
two-week long illness caused by a 
prostate condition, the Pope today 
blessed a big crowd of well-wishers 
in St. Peter’s Square. 

The Pope’s appearance at his 
traditional Sunday noon blessing 
and the announcement yesterday 
that he bad appointed a commis¬ 
sion of four cardinals to reform 
the pontifical court seem to 
indicate that he is weil on his way 
to recovery. 

The Vatican announcement 
yesterday of the commission for 
the reform of the papal court, 
which together with the pontifical 
chapel numbers 7,000 people, 
confirms the second important step 
the Pope has taken towards reform¬ 
ing the principal structures of the 
Vatican. 

Last month he announced a sweep¬ 
ing reform of the Roman Curia, the 
administrative and doctrinal govern¬ 
ment of the Church, which will take 
effect on January I, 19l>8. 

Scots cardinal 

The new conunission will be headed 
by Cardinal Fomi, one of the Vati¬ 
can's leading jurists, and will include 
Cardinal Heard, of Scotland. 
Cardinal de Furstenberg, of Holland, 
and Cardinal dell'Acqua. All are 
members of the Curia and are said 
to be among the Pope’s main choices 
for new Curial leaders. 

The commission has been charged 
with the reform of the papal court 
and the organization of the “ prefec¬ 
ture of the Apostolic Palace.” the 
name ^ven to the consolidated 
organization that will run the papal 
household. 

The reform of the papal court will 
affect some of the most ancient insti¬ 
tutions in the Vatican, induing the 
Swiss Guard, the papal ” food-taster” 
and Oie “ black aristocracy ” of ruffed 
and bedecked Roman nobles that 
made up the court’s various orders. 
The Pope labelled the court an 


anachronism in the modem Church 
in December, IP63. when he promts^ 
to reform both the court and the 
Curia. 

The reform of the court could also 
have financial repercussions for the 
several thousand nobles belonging to 
the court, as they have b^ ailow^ 
in the past to buy goods from ffie 
Vatican commissary at low prices. 

It bad been thought that the Pope’s 
illness might have forced a postpone¬ 
ment of the reform of the papal 
court The appointment of the com¬ 
mission and his appearance today, 
however, indicate that he is deter¬ 
mined the Church’s reforms will not 
be delayed. 

Speaking from his apartment win¬ 
dow today, he apologized for being 
unable to receive the many people 
who had arranged to meet him and 
be greeted by name several groups 
who had waited to see him from the 
square. 

Since falling ill on September 4. 
the Pope has cancelled all appoint¬ 
ments except those wiUr his principal 
advisers to deal with tiie CburA’s 
most urgent affairs. Last Sunday, he 
appeared in public for the first time. 
givinghisSunday blessing. He clearly 
showed signs of his illness. looking 
drawn and pale and spea king with 
difficulty. 

X-ray tests 

Today he was smiling almost con¬ 
tinuously and waving to the crowd 
for several minutes after he finished 
the blessiog. 

This week the Pope’s three ^ysi- 


cians are expected to complete the 
compdex X-ray and radiological te^ 
that will show whether he requires an 
operation to correct the prostate con¬ 
dition causing an inflammation of 
the urinary system and whether or 
not he is strong enough to stand it 
He is reported to have said that he 
would prefer the operation to take 
place after the Synod of Bishops 
which begns on September 29 and 
IS expected to end on October 29. 
The Pope will be 70 on September 2S. 


Communist to preside 


at United Nations 


FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS CORRESPONDENT 

—New Yort Sept 17 


When the United Nations Gen¬ 
eral Assembly meets for its 22Dd 
regular session on Tuesday, ffie 
only candidate for president will 
be a communist. He is Mr. 
Cometiu Majiescu. the Forei^ 
Minister of Rumania, and bis 
election is assured. 

This wiU be the first rime in 
history that the General Assembly 
has been presided over by a com¬ 
munist. In the past, ^ere were 
communist candiclates fremr 
Poland and Czechoslovakia (Mr. 
Jiri Nosek of Czechoslovakia ran 
twice), but in every case they were 
defeated by western-backed can¬ 
didates. 

Now. with the big influx of African 
and Asian countries, the communist 
block has been campaigning for some 
time, trading its approval of such 
candidates as Mr. P^wak (Afghani¬ 
stan). the outgoing president, and 
Mr. Quaison-Sackey (Ghana), one of 
his predecessors, against pledges by 
the Afro-Asians to support a com¬ 
munist this year. With cold war ten¬ 
sions somewhat reduced, the western 
group has not felt impelled to ^al- 
fenge the communist claim to the 
presidency. 

Before the regular session opens 


on Tuesday, the Assembly will have 
to wind up its spcdal anergency 
SKaon on the Middle East crisis 
which was stalemated and adioun^ 
on July 21. This will be done on 
Monday. 

Indications are that no fresh pro¬ 
gress towards ending the Arab-Israeli 
confrontation can be made at this 
stage. Instead, the Assembly wQl pro- 
bably_ adopt a pro^ui^ motion 
Kmitting the Middle East question to 
its regular session ”as a matter of 
priority ”. 

That session, it would appear, will 
be dominated by Middle Eastern. Far 
Eastern (meaning Vietnam) and 
African issues—especially racial re¬ 
lations in southern Africa, including 
Rhodesia. 

On Vietnam, the prospect of 
helpful intervention by either the 
Assembly or the Security Council 
appears slim. So long as the Soviet 
Union adheres to the view that with¬ 
out the approval of Hanoi nothing 
can be done, nothing is likely to be 
done. 

Britain will be at the receiving end 
for and-cotonial kicks on such sub¬ 
jects as Aden, ^ji, Gibraltar and 
perhaps even Anguilla. On these 
and other issues she will have no 
option but to keep a stiff upper lip. 
white explaining me validity of her 
actions. 


Demand for 
Cairo trial 
of officers 

CxiRO, Sept. 17.—Party workers 
of the Arab Socialist Union, 
Egypt’s ruling party, told crowds 
at meetii^ in Cairo today that 
Army officers responsible for the 
Sinai defeat must be brought to 
public trial. 

The city still seemed stunned by 
the suicide of Field-Marshal Abdel 
Hakim Amer, the disgraced former 
Deputy Commander of the Armed 
Forces, who poisoned himsell 

Crowds bombarded the speakers 
with questions about Field-Marshal 
Amer’s death. President Nasser’s 
authority was never called into doubt 
at any of the meetings. 

Unknown factor 

Informed sources said that soon 
after the Field-Marshal’s death was 
announced on Friday, leaders of the 
Arab Socialist Union wanted to 
organize a new wave of mass demon- 
stratioas of support for President 
Nasser. It is said that the President 
intervened personally and firmly to 
forestall any such demonstrations. 

Observers felt, however, that while 
the President enjoyed the support of 
the larty and oi the crowds at party 
meetings, the reaction of the Army 
to Amer’s death remained an un¬ 
known factor. 

Twice since the banning of the 
motifii the semi-official newspaper, 
Al Ahram, has published details of 
the alle^ plot against President 
Nasser, in which Ainer was impli¬ 
cated. Observers felt that the object 
might be to ensure public antipathy 
towards the ^ot’s authors and, with 
them, certain officers. 

Rumours denied 

Clearly President Nasser wants to 
be certain that any new attemst to 
overthrow him wifi be met by solid 
popular support for a regime which 
has recently been going through the 
darkest days of its existence. 

Yesterday afternoon, irritated offi¬ 
cials deni^ foreign rumours that 
President Nasser bad resigned and 
labelled flie stories “ pure invention ”. 
Press communications were rigor- 
custy censored, but today foreign cor¬ 
respondents could communicate 
freely with their offices abroad.- 
Agence France Fresse. 


Syria denounces 
Arab summit 

FROM A SPEaxL CORRESPONOEMT 

Beirut, SepL 17.—The Congress of 
the ruling Baath Party of Syria re¬ 
affirmed tonight the intransigent line 
that has separated Syria from other 
Arab states since the conference of 
Arab chiefs of state in Khartum two 
weeks ago. 

A Statement, read on Radio 
Damascus by Dr. Atassi, Syrian head 
of state, denounced the Arab " sum¬ 
mit” conference as “incapable of 
meeting the minimum needs of Arab 
destiny.” The statement called for 
the establishment of a unified “pro- 
^«ssive” state by the left-wing re¬ 
gimes of Syria, the United Arab 
Republic, Algeria and Iraq, thus ex¬ 
cluding nine Arab states, most of 
which are conservative. 

The congress reject^ any com¬ 
promise with Israel, expressed full 
support for the Yemen Republic, as 
well as the “armed struggle” in 
Aden and South Arabia and called 
for the maintenance of the diploma¬ 
tic. economic and cultural boycott of 
the United States. Britain and west 
Germany.-New York Times News 
Service. 

Cauto, Sept. 17.—Flosy announced 
today tttet it would boycott the Arab 
League meeting on South Arabia 
tomorrow because “ elements known 
to have cooperated with the colonial¬ 
ists” were taking pan.~-Assaclated 
Press. 
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Syria hard 

Syria has announced its opposi¬ 
tion to resumption of Arab oil 
exports to Britain, the U.S. and 
west Germany* Tliis was the first 
official announcement of the 
Syrian Government's policy to the 
recent Arab summit conference in 
‘ Khartum which Syria boycotted. 

This is a clear threat to the oil 
which Iraq pumps across Syria to 
the Banias terminal. Shipments 
have not yet b^n resumed to the 
banned countries, althou^ after 
Khartum it seemed only a matter 
of time. 

Syria condemned the Arab sum¬ 
mit conferences and said they 
were not the right way of dealing 
wiffi Arab problems. It advo¬ 
cated the establishment of a 
socialist base to become eventu¬ 
ally political unity between what 
it described as progressive Arab 
states named as Syria, Algeria. 
Iraq and Egypt and condemned 

reactionary Arab . regimes as 
. serring imperialist interests. 
Syria, which according to ob¬ 
servers, is isolating itself from 
the general moderate Arab trend, 
advocated armed struggle against 
Israel and denounced political 
solutions approved at ffie 
Khartum summit. 

Our Correspondent in Rome 
reports:— 

The eight member nations of 
the Organization of Petroleum 


line stays 

Exporting Countries (Opec)— 
which does not include 
Syria — gave their “ fuU 
support” to Libya and Iraq's re¬ 
vest to raise posted prices at the 
thirteenth Opec conference in 
Rome. 

The announcement stated that 
in the case of Libya, the confer¬ 
ence “ took note of the two 
separate issues involved, namely, 
the unjustifiably low level of the 
original postings, and the adjust¬ 
ments that are appropriate in the 
light of the current situation 

A “ consultative meeting of the 
beads of delegations ” will meet on 
October 5 in Taif, Saudi Arabia, 
to “ review progress made on mat¬ 
ters considered by the confer¬ 
ence”, Opec’s fourteenth con¬ 
ference will meet in Vienna on 
November 27. 


Wall St has another 
active day 

Wall Street prices went farther 
^ead yesterday in another active 
day. Profit-taking, however, 
checked die rise shortly before ffie 
close. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age rose 526 to 938.74, its best 
level since April, 1966. This index 
has now jumped 3120 in the past 
six trading day's. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 

Rivals in S Arabia 
hope to unite 


Britain as conunon enemy 

From NICHOLAS HERBERT—Beirut, Sept. 19 


South Arabia’s two natioualist 
rivals recently held direct t^s in 
Cairo but could not agree on die 
composition of an interim Gov¬ 
ernment. 

This was stated here today by 
Mr. Abdul Qawee Mackawee, the 
secretary-general of the Egyptian- 
backed Front for the Liberation 
of Occupied Sou th Yemen (Flosy), 
who said his organization’s forces 
in South Arabia had been attacked 
by British jets which left areas 
held by the National Liberation 
Front (NL.F.) untouched. 

Flosy’s belief was that Britain 
was trying to foment strife and 
bloodshed between die nationalist 
groups so that a “ third force ” of 
Sultans and other stooges could 
be introduced. 

K this appears a rather old- 
fashioned reading at this stage, 
Mr. Mackawee has not been in 
South Arabia for many months— 
a fact he explained today by say¬ 
ing that he was regarded as a 
tenrorist. 

WhenT last saw Mr. Mackawee 
at Taiz in the Yemen, less than six 
months ago, he was denying the 
N.LF.’s very existence. It was a 
different story at today’s press con¬ 
ference. He praised the patriotism of 
many N.LF. members as being be¬ 
yond doubt, but he complained of a 
campaign by the B.B.C. and Aden 
ra(ho which, he said, was designed to 
build up the N.LJF. to the exclusion 
of Rosy. 

While carefully not impugning the 
N.LF.’s motives, Mr. Mackawee ex. 
pressed concern lest they be deceived 


by Britain’s cunning. Rosy realized, 
he said, that national unity of the 
revolutionary forces was more neces¬ 
sary now than ever, but he gave no 
positive answer to the federal army’s 
call for the two groups to unite and 
hold talks with Bri tain , Mr. 
Mackawee that a formal reply 
to this ultimatum, which expires 
tomorrow, had been sent, but he 
declined repeatedly to disclose what 
it said. 

Nor was it clear from his other 
remarks exactly what Rosy’s position 
would be. He said Flosy had told 
the N.LF. three weeks ago that it 
was willing “ to continue discussions 
about ways of fulfilling national 
unity”, but had received no reply 
yet The initiative had coine from 
Rosy, not from the army, he said. 
Later he added that he hoped the 
two rivals could unite against a com¬ 
mon enemy—^Britain. 

Mr. Mackawee then disclosed that, 
at meeting held recently in Cairo 
between leaders of Rosy and the 
N.LF., a disagreement had arisen 
over representation in a national 
assembly. The N.LF. had proposed 
a fifty-fifty division, while Rosy 

insisted on having a two-thirds 

majority representation. It was agreed 
that a new name would have to be 
found for a merged party, but what 
it should be was undecided. 

He claimed that Rosy enjoyed 
mass support in most areas of South 
Arabia and was backed by Egypt, 
Algeria, Iraq, and Syria. In spite of 
this it was willing to cooperate with 
the N.LJ^. He wonder^ how the 
NXF^.. which bad been unable to 
make progress when it had financial 
and material support from outside, 
was now able to do so. For him the 
answer had to be Bri tish perfidy. 
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REPLY ON YEMEN GAS 


^ Mr. Duncan Sandys, Conserva- 
MJP. for Streatham, yesterday 
made public an exchange of letters 
between Mr. George Brown, the 
Foreign Secretary, and himself on. 
Egypt’s use of poison gas in 
Yemen. 

Mr. Brown, in a letter dated Sep¬ 
tember 15, recalled that at their 
meeting on July 26 be undertook 
to consult with like-minded Govern¬ 
ments about ways of stopping the 
United Arab Republic’s use of gas 
in Yemen. He wrote: — 

We have now consulted a number 
of Governments to see if they are 
prepared to initiate action at the 
United Nations, but we have un¬ 
fortunately been quite unsuccess¬ 
ful. While all the Governments 
we have approached deplore the 
U.A.R/S use of poison gas, they 
all seem to feel thev" have compel¬ 
ling reasons of national interest for 
not publicly taking &e lead ia 
censuring the UA.^ 

The situahon has now been very 
greatly altered by the agreement 
reached between King Faisal and 
President Nasser at Khartum pro¬ 
viding for the withdrawal of 


Egyptian forces from the Yemen 
and the ces^tion of all &udi 
military aid. There are reliable 
reports that the withdrawal of 
EOTtian forces is to be completed 
vyithin three months and prepara¬ 
tions ^ are already reported at 
Hodeida for their movement 
through that port. . .. 

In the light of this, I think the 
chances of getting any Government 
to attack, the U.A.R. in the United 
Nations for its use of poison gas 
in the Yemen are nil. Indeed, to 
raise the matter now would almost 
certainly be counter-productive. I 
therefore consider, and I hope you 
\viU agree, that it is not appropriate 
for me to continue my efforts at 
this time to have this issue raised 
at the United Nations. We shall 
have achieved our purpose by the 
departure of the U.A.R. forces 
from the Yemen. 

Mr. Sandys yesterday wrote to 
Mr. Brown to say that he did not 
agree with the Foreign Secretary’s' 
views. He said: “Asa warning to 
others in future conflicts, it is essen¬ 
tial that the United Nations should 
be called upon to condemn these 
acts of barbarism.” 
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149 HELD OVER PLOT 
TO REINSTATE AMER 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT—Cairo. Sept 19 


Die Cairo newspaper Al Ahram 
said today that 149 people were 
being held for questioning over the 
plot to reinstate Field-Marshal 
Abdel Hakim Amer, who commit¬ 
ted suicide last Thursday after his 
dismissal as Vice-President, and 
Deputy Commander of the armed 
forces. 

The paper denied “ malicious ” 
foreign reports, quoting Israel 
sources, that 70,000 Egyptians had 
been arrested since the Arab-Israel 
war and that further arrests were 
being made at the rate of 1.000 a 
day. 

The official total of detainees, dis¬ 
cussed at a Cabinet meeting on Sun¬ 
day, was 181, the paper said. 

Those involved in the plot to re¬ 
instate Field Marshal Amer included 
43 officers, five “ honorary officers 

16 non-commissioned officers and 24 
Army clerks. 


. under questioning were 17 
civilians, including several relatives 
of Field Marshal Amer, and 44 
peasants who had been brought to 
guard his villia from a farm owned 
by one of his brothers. 

Since June 5, 31 officers had been 
detained for questioning on the 
reasons for Egypt’s military setback. 
They included Air Marshal Muham¬ 
mad Sidky Mahmoud, the former 
Air Force commander. General 
Gamal Afify, former Air Force chief 
of staff, and General Ismail Labib, 
former chief of air defence. 


Jerusalem blast 

Jerus^em, Sept. 19.— An explo¬ 
sion toni^t rock^ the printing shop 
of an Israel religious newspaper a 
few hundred yards from the Old 
City, formerly Jordanian, where a 
strike was attempted today against 
‘‘Israeli occupation”. Seven were 
injured .—Agence France Presses 
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Wolfson-GUS finns 
get big business in 
Israel’s boom times 

From DAVID SPANIER—Tel Aviv 


For all its small size and popu¬ 
lation, Israel is a better customer 
of Britain than its four Arab 
neighbours—Egypt, Jordan, Syria, 
and Lebanon, put together. 

Imports from Britain this year, 
excluding military exjsenditure, will 
probably reacih £60m. In recent 
years, indeed, Israel was buying 
more from Britain than either Russia 
or Japan. 

In this happy state of affairs, a 
leading role has been taken by Sir 
Isaac Wolfson’s companies. In fact 
one cannO't ^ very far in Israel 
without coming across a Woffson 
enterprise. 

Wolf son interests in Israel may be 
divided between those concerning 
Sir Isaac himself directly, and those 

connected with the Oreat Univwsal 
Stores group. 

In the first category comes Paz, of 
which Sir Isaac is chairman, bought 
from Shell in 1955, which no.w con¬ 
trols about 50 per cent of all oil 
distribution, garages, and other 
outlets. 

Being a private company, Paz’^ 
figures are not published. Sir 
Isaac’s trust, the Israel Government 
and American interests each con¬ 
trols one-third. Sir Isaac also has 
M investment company with a stake 
in most of the oil development 
aspects of the country. 

A further small but highly success¬ 
ful offshoot of the Shell purchase 
is Pazchem, of which Sir Isaac k 
chairman, and his trust owns one- 
third. This company manufactures 
insecticides, pesticides and house¬ 
hold requisites. 

There is also the Wolfson Clore 
Mayer Property Corporation, a 
public company in whidi Sir Isaac 
has one quarter control, equal with 
Mr. Clore. Mr. Mayer and the Israel 
Government. This enterprise, which 
has concentrated on real estate 
development, has been suffering from 
the general slowdown of the Israel 
economy. It found itself committed 
in too many ventures when the 
recession overtook Israel. Profits 
before tax fell by nearly half, for the 
year easfing March 31, to £1670.000, 


and on Sir Issaac’s recommendation 
as chairman a dividend was not paid. 
_ The corporation’s achievements 
mclude construction of the Tcl-Aviv 
municipality building, for whiA it 
floated a debenture in Ixmdon, and 
Shalom Tower, a soaring ofSce block 
in downtown Tel-Aviv. which at 32 
floors is the highest building in the 
Middle East. It owns the municipal 
building which is rented to the city 
and owns half of Shalom Toww. 

Wolfson Clore Mayer also has a 
25 per cent interest in Israel’s first 
department store, which has special 
arrangements to import from Britain. 
A recent British fortni^t was a huge 
success and curioudy enough, the 
other big success was an Arab fort¬ 
night. 

Turning to the second category of 
Wolfson interests. Great Universal 
Stores has a series of investments in 
Israel. Principal among these is a 
third controlling share in G.U.S.- 
Rassco (in which Wolfson Clore 
Mayer also has an interest), an up 
and coming investment group, of 
which Sir Isaac is chairman. 

It has interests in a company 
which builds air conditioning units, 
which already has a small subsidiary 
in Spain, a share in a company 
which builds telephone exchanges, 
which imports substantially from 
Britain, and interests in other com¬ 
panies manufacturing, among otiier 
things, street lighting, fictional 
motors and fans, caipets and syn¬ 
thetic materials, spare parts for cats, 
and lace and embroi<tay. 

G.U.S. also holds a 20 per cent 
share in the Export Bank through 
G.U.S. Israel, the holding company 
for all the group’s interests in Israel. 
Finally, yet another G.U.S. enter¬ 
prise in Israel is a travel agency. 
Global of London, which promotes 
tourism to and from Britain. 

In August the Israel economy 
started to recover after the war. 
Tourism is rising and the inhabitants 
of Gaza and the west bank, 
consuming only one-fifth as much 
as Israelis, should help strengthen 
economic demand as time goes on. 
AH in aU, the Wolfson operation in 
Israel looks set fair. 
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Cease-fire by 
rival Aden 
parties 

From NICHOLAS HERBERT 
Beirut, Sept. 25 

South Arabia’s two rival 
nationalist parties, the National 
Liberation Front (N.L.F.) and the 
Front for the Liberation of Occu¬ 
pied South Yemen (Flosy), have 
called for a cease-fire in the terri¬ 
tory, Cairo radio announced to¬ 
night. 

The two groups also agreeii to 
meet in Cairo on October 3 to dis¬ 
cuss the formation of a caretaker 
Government that would accept in¬ 
dependence from Britain. 

A statement to this effect was 
broadcast by the radio in the 
names of Abdul Qawee Mackawee, 
Flosy’s secretary-general, and 
Fais^ Abdul Latif, of the N.LJ^. 
It said the cease-fire should begin 
at 3 a.m. G.M.T. tomorrow. 

Aden, Sept 25.—The South 
Arabian Army Command tonight 
welcomed the agreement, and said 
it would be happy to send a repre¬ 
sentative to the talks in Cairo on 
October 3 if it received an invita¬ 
tion from the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment.— Reuter. 

Our Diplomatic Correspondent 
writes: The prospect that a coali¬ 
tion government wiU now be 
formed between Flosy and the 
N.L.F. was welcomed at the 
Foreign Office last night, though 
any _ welcome is hedged with 
caution, in case the reports are 
not confirmed. 

Yemen troops go 

Cairo, Tuesday morning.— 
Egypt has begun to withdraw its 
troops from Yemen in accordance 
with the agreement reached with 
Saudi Arabia at the Arab summit 
conference in Khartum last 
August, Al Ahram reported today. 
The newspaper said that evacua¬ 
tion would be completed by 
December 15 .^—Agence France 
Presse. 
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Officers to face 


trial in Cairo 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Cairo, Sept. 25 

Officers responsiWe for Egypt’s 
losses in ffie Arab-Israel war of last 
June are to face trial after investi¬ 
gations are completed. Reporting this 
today, the newspaper AI Ahram said 
a special committee bad been formed 

at the highest and scientific 

level to conduct the investigations. 

The newspaper added that those 
who had plotted to take over the 
supreme command of the armed 
forces. So as to reinstate by force 
Field Marshal Alx^l Hakim Acoer, 
the former DejRity Supreme Com¬ 
mander, on August 27 would also be 
brought to justice, as well as ** devia. 
tors ” of the Intelligence Stervicc. 


1 


Officers to face trial in Cairo. 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (Eondon, England),Tuesday, Sep 26, 1967; pg. 4; Issue 57056. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS68775226 


2 



Printing House Square, London. E.C.4. Telephone: 01-236 2000 

* 

RUSSIA MOVES SOUTH 


Russia ■ reentered Middle Eastern 
politics with a bang, twelve years ago 
tomorrow,' when Colonel Nasser an¬ 
nounced his first purchase of communist 
anus, from Czechoslovakia. Things have 
never been the same since. Where once 
the Middle East was firmly under western 
(chiefly British) control, now Russia is 
tte great neighbouring power, and her 
influence is growing while Britain, still 
keeping her commerciai interests in oil, 
is withdrawing militarily; It is not quite 
correct to speak of a reversal of alliances. 
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and the Persian Gulf 
were not Britain’s allies, they were clients 
or satellites. Algeria' was a French 
colony and Syria a' battleground of 
French and British influence. The six- 
day war has reduced several of these 
countries, notably Egypt and Syria, 
dangerously close to the status of Rus¬ 
sian client states. The customers for oil 
have an important influence through then- 
markets, but only Russia can restore the 
Arab armies and air forces, only Russia 
can supply the technical help, the credit 
and the political support essential for the 
regimes’ survival. Above all. Russia is 
free from the Anglo-American commit¬ 
ment to IsraeL 

This is gratifying to the Russians. It 
is not directly profitable, however. 
Egypt and Syria are colossal economic 
liabilities to their friends and their im¬ 
petuousness makes them unreliable as 
associates. They have an insatiable 
appetite for modem armaments—and 
Sinai is still littered with the ruins of 
the best Russia can produce. The oil- 
rich shaikhs still look to the United 
States, and Russia has the poorer Arab 
coimtries at her side. But no one would 
describe the Syrian road to socialism 
as particularly assured, and the various 
kites President Nasser has set flying re¬ 
cently in a western direction must give 
the Russians cause for thought They 
are, of course, aware that the Arabs were 
not altogether satisfied with the Russians’ 
performance last June, coming to the 
rescue not at Suez but at the United 
Nations. 


No wonder the Russians also devote 
themselves to cultivating the northern 
tier, the non-Arab Islamic countries 
which the late John Foster Dulles 
once considered an impregnable barrier 
to communism. In a way, he was prob¬ 
ably justified. It is still hard to visualize 
Turkey, for instance, ever turning to 
pray at sunset in the direction of the 
Bocia&t motherland and the shrine 
in Red Square. On the other hand, 
it is entirely possible to envisage a 
development of economic and cultural 
cooperation and even cordial political 
relations between Turkey and Rusaa. 

todeed, the Turkish Prime Minister 
is in Moscow at the moment, as is 
President Ayub. Neither of them can 
be accused of harbouring any sympathy 
for communism, nor have the Russians 
any illusions on this count. Soviet 
relations wifli Af^anistan are probably 
the model. Russians would undoubtedly 
prefer ” socialist ” neighbours, but, 
fafling that, they are quite ready to 
cooperate with countries friendly to 
them and with whom they can trade 
profitably. They naturally prefer that 
their neighbours should not take too 
active a part in anti-Soviet alliances, and 
thus the decline of Cento, and of the 
eastern wing of Nato, is at once cause 
and consequence of the detente between 
Russia and “ the northern tier 
Russian interest in the Middle East 
goes back at least a century and is a 
direct result of geographical propin¬ 
quity. Generally speaking their present 
position is not inimical to western 
interests. It is not in Britain’s, or any¬ 
one’s, interests that Egypt should sink 
into an Indonesian chaos, and someone 
has to pay for the Aswan dam. Russian 
aid is as valuable as American. On the 
other hand, Russian political influence 
in an area of western oil supplies is at 
the least disquieting. It is, however, no 
longer a question of preventing Russian 
influence but rather one of seeing how 
best the western powers and Russia can 
help to keep the peace in the region. An 
agreement to cut down arms shipments 
would be useful, for a stait. 
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Embargoes and the 
facts of Ufe 


tonsh trade interests are not, it is claimed, likely to be much 
Mected by the embargo on ships trading with Cuba that was 
«cla^ by the Organization of American States on Sunday, 
ihe OJV.S., adopting its familiar, friendly attitude to the United 
Mate^ agreed to blacklist ships which no sensible industrialist 
TOuld use anyway. The companies trading with Cuba use ships 
irom. say, communist countries: trading with ,the free American 
world th^ use other lines. Shipping companies—most directly 
mvolved by the ban—long ago made their accommodation with 
r^encan senstbihties: with scarcely a backward glance, they 
Ainerican market rather than trade with Cuba. 
What purpose, then, has been served by this O.A.S. resolution ? 
BmmeM contmues, essentially unhindered; the Cubans survive, in 
.a™ which is being constructed around 

mem. nut it does provide Congressmen with something to throw 
™ who complain that they do nothing whUe the 
enemies of iWenca gnaw at its heart. 

It is possible that, somewhere, someone really believes that 
he IS proposmg M embargo that will achieve something—as 
hunself with a weapon to defend a domestic 
position that has become politically vulnerable. But there is little 
H Certainly nothing in the recent pro- 

®f.®™'’htgoes —It has become a favourite tool of inter- 
nadonal politics—would lead one to think so. 

At one time trade sections against South Africa were the 
tavounte. But even while the noise was at its height, some of 
we mort fervent advocates were trading: Egypt, importing beef: 
west Afn^ (wuntries, importing consumer gooda Meanwhile 
We coimtn^ whose support was essential—Britain and the United 
Perhaps part at least of their reluctance came 
from the knowledge that their sacrifice would swiftly become 
someone else s gam. For there would be no reluctance at all in 
other countnes to take their place. The French, Italians and 
Oemans are said to throng the streets of Salisbury. 

livI'rtT®’ money, washes around embargoes 

tee fte sea around a sand castle. When the Arab states imposed 
Britain, Germany and the United 
members m the Organization of Petroleum 
jtoportog Comtnes join in to make the ban a crippling one*? 
They mcreased production to make up the shortfall. Did the 
world, bristling with righteous indignation, join in to force 

it" neighbour, 

admitted it could not afford to. In the end, it seems that no one 
can afford to pass up a chance to make money. 

Even where an embargo has the apparently unanimous support 
the developed countnes of the west, the trade flows on TOe 
State Department bans the export of a wide range of goods to 
m^imst countries on the grounds that they are strategic. 
(Khnrthchev once commented that trouser buttons are strategic 
matenals.) But it has been unable to stop the increasing flow of 
wptem technology-chemical plants, synthetic rubber plants, fibre 
plants. And on the hsts of strategically embargoed materials there 
are inconsistencies which deserve no one’s respect. British manu- 
factu^ are not allowed to sell ball bearings to Russia; Russian 
machines for making ball bearings are on sale in this country. 

=11 • 'tt® ” embargo. Passions may erupt spasmodic¬ 

ally in the Umted States over issues like the Export-Import Bank 
financing exports of machine tools to Russia via Fiat. They can- 
-not have the freshness of passions erupting over some interesting 
new situation. (Not that they are different in principle—America 
disapproves of communist regimes much as Britain disapproves 
of Rhodesia.) And small countries, like big ones, have found that 
th^can provide an easy way out of a tough poUtical situation. 

ine tact is trade embargoes don’t work. They are an adn^ble 
means of crating the maximum political effect while reducing to a 
minimum nsk of being called upon to make substantial sacri- 
ficra. They also spread the load, for by putting other countries 
m tne spot where they stand accused of supporting repressive and 
^annous regimes it they continue trading, support is conscripted 
liiey are essentially the weapon of a weak country. (America has 
not called upon the United Nations to support trade sanctions 
agamst North Vietnam.) Or they are the weapon of a country in 
a weak position. Either way, they are an admission that the issue 
will never be put to a test. 
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MORE PEACE PLANS 


U Thant said on S^tember 19 that 
peace in the Middle East depended on 
"“an end to incitement to hatred, the 
achievement of cahn, and a recourse to 
reason ”, As well cry for the moon. 
There is an aura of unreaEty about all 
the various peace plans which have been 
put forward, by President Tito, by 
U Thant himself and, yesterday, by the 
Israel Foreign Minister. They all 
contain sensible points (though in 
Marshal Tito’s case four months too 
late), but are all vitiated by the simple 
fact that even a return to the uncom¬ 
fortable prewar stalemate would be 
possible only if the Arabs recognized 
.their defeat, or if Israel agreed to give 
up all the fruits of her victory. 

The chief of those gains is national 
security. For the first time since Israel 
was established, with the consent of the 
great powers and the United Nations. 
Israel is mistress of her destiny and of 
her ovm frontiers. In spite of Mr. 
Brown's pious statement that a state 
should not be allowed to extend its 
frontiers as a result of war. ferael is 
Mkely to stay in occupation of her con¬ 
quests unless a permanent peace is 
established in the Middle East. She can¬ 
not be expected to do otherwise. Four 
mondis ago, the Arabs set out deliber¬ 
ately to challenge Israel, moving armies 
to her frontiers and closing the Cjulf of 
Aqaba, fcrael took up the challenge^ 
and the Arabs are now paying forfeiL 

“The achievement of calm and a 
recourse to reason ” seems as far off as 
ever. There is something admirable in 
the Arabs’ total refusal to admit the 
facts—-the Israel Army on the Jordan, 
on the Suez Canal, and within twenty 
miles of Damascus. Of such attitudes 
are martyrs made. Were the Arabs 
reasonable people, they would accept 
the terms Mr. Eban offered them 
yesterday. Nevertheless, though the pro¬ 
posals are doomed to scornful rejection 
by the Arabs, they are none the less 
worth examining. It is the first time 
that an Israel Minister, speaking for 
the (jovemment. has proposed the 
demilitarization of Sinai and an eco¬ 
nomic union of Israel. Jordan and 
Lebanon. 

The first point, in a rational world, 
would be immediately acceptable. Egypt 


can have Sinai back, including its oil 
weffls, it can reopen the Suez Canal, if it 
signs a peace treaty and agrees to Sinai 
being demilitarized and watched over by 
the United Nations. Nothing was said 
about Gaza, but in negotiation Egypt 
could reasonably ask Israel to leave it. 
Free navigation for Israel ships through 
the Suez Canal and the Gulf of Aqaba 
is implicit in the call for a treaty. As 
minimum terms, these are entirely 
reasonable, and Israel can fairly blame 
the Egyptians for rejecting them. 

The proposal for a sort of Levantine 
Common Market is much less precise. 
Does it mean Jordan would get back all 
her lost territory ? Would the West 
Bank, also, have to be demilitarized ? 
It is quite clear which partner would be 
dominant in the triumvirate. This is 
the sort of arrangement which would 
ensure lasting peace in the Middle East, 
if it were ever accepted and if it sur¬ 
vived its infamgr. Palestine was parti¬ 
tion^ in a flurry of such suggestions. 
Again, as minimum terms for a peace 
treaty with Jordan, these proposals are 
admirably sensible. 

The missing link is the obscurity of 
Mr. Eban’s remarks about the refugees. 
Presumably what he has in mind is that 
an international effort would be made 
to setfle them aH on farms or in Vic¬ 
tories in Jordan or the Sinai peninsula. 
It K just possible, though not probable, 
that the Arabs mi^t come to accept 
such a settlement if the refugees that 
wanted to were also permitted to return 
to their former homes in Israel If Jews 
are permitted to return to Hebron, 
Arabs should be permitted to return to 
Jaffa. Otherwise, the proposal is too 
one-sided. 

Some special status would have to be 
devised for Jerus^etn. Israel is set on 
keeping the Old City, but it Should be 
possible to combine Israel’s control of 
Jerusalem as her capital city with special 
rights for the Jordanians there, with the 
headquarters of the “Mediterranean 
Community ” possibly on Mount 
Scopus. But these are all paper plans, 
which have no chance now of being 
accepted by the countries concerned. 
The final alternative may be either for 
flie United Nations to impose some such 
solution on the Arabs, or for the pre¬ 
sent situation to continue indefinitdy. 
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NOW OIL 
INDUSTRY 
HAS NEW 
FRONTIER 

by a Special Correspondent 


THE offshore search for 
and production of oil and 
natural gas is the off industry's 
frontier. The industry has 
always been in the fore&ont of 
scientifio and technological 
research, and there is no segment 
of its operations in which en^- 
eeting design and techniques are 
changbg so rapidly as in its 
offshore operations. 

The reasons are strai^tf<ir> 
ward. In the last decade and a half 
more oil companies, troth private 
and state concerns, have entered 
into «ciiiloralion and production 
generally in an increasing number 
of countries. 

It is not, as some would have 
it, a shortage of oil on land which 
has driven the industry offshore 
but largely a Aortage of land 
areas in wiiidi to explore. 


vessels are maldhg holes In deiptha 
of up to 630ft. and this wiH pro¬ 
gress rapidly as driving rigs in the 
next three or four years move out 
into the deeper waters of the con-. 
tinenc^ slope. 

Petroleum sci^tists are look¬ 
ing to a time when driffing and 
produdog in depths of up to 
S.OOOft and more will be com- 
moiq>lace. Totbisendtiieindu> 
try has already inve^ed approxi¬ 
mately £I0Ckn. in pure research 
into oceanography — equipment 
research and development, wave 
and tidal investigations, meteoro¬ 
logical studies, marine be- 


More difficult 


All ttus expansion has made 
unlicensed open territory in bi^- 
prospea areas onshore more 
difficult to come by. The industry 
needs to keep pace with the 
increasing rate of demand ioi its 
products throu^out tiie world at 
a rate of over 7 per cent anouaffy. 

It has to look to new, unexplored 
areas to meet this requirement. 
The greatest of ffiese is the 70 p« 
per cent of the earth's surface 
covered by seas and oceans. 

Driffiag in marioe areas first 
took place in 193S ofif the 
Loiffidaaa coast, and the United 
States Gulf of Mexico waxets re¬ 
mained almost the oiffy scene of 
offshore drilling in tile world until 
the past 10 years or so. Now ex- 
ploration is taking place on the ' 
continental sha^ off every conti- 
oent'—iovolviiig more Shan 100 


As wdl as expes^ture mi re¬ 
search tiiere are the bi^ costs of 
operations in water^overed areaa. 
Guff of Mexico operational costs 
Bownm ataboutSZm. aday. In 
the nine years of operation in the 
Ice-bound Cook Inlet of Alaska 
the biB has reached well over 
£20Clin. And in the North Sea 
expenditure on a drilling opera¬ 
tion averages out at about £5 a 
minute; Iheofficesupport element 
back in the company headquarters 
is not included in this. 

Witii suchh^costsinvohe^ 
three or five lanes the equivalent 
job onshore—there has to be a 
moreUian ordioaty degree of cate 
in preUminary investigations of a 
protective area. A particularly 
scrupulous wujffiiig up is called 
for of the chances of finding large 
accumulations of off or natutal 
gas h tile subterranean structures 
that may have been infficated by 
the geologist and geophysicist. 
With the hi^ ct^ of setting up 
production insmllations irules 
from land and the builffing of the 
necessary pipetines over tiie sea¬ 
bed to the coast, deposits of either 
off or gas have to be large to 
make ffieir ^cploltation econonuc. 

The main weapon in the 
aimoiuy of the r^hore explorer 
it aeismio gei^ysics. Once the 
company has obtained a licence to 
exfriote in waters off a country— 
this can frequently involve a pay¬ 
ment of several miHions of pounds 
—the first move of importance ia 
to start teisii^ surveys. 


chosen for aa operating bage~a 
location on the coast with deep¬ 
water tiiellered access to dock faci¬ 
lities. 

If possible the base location 
must be close to a eentre of popu¬ 
lation—a port for preference—in 
order to get the tvecessafy staff, to 
take advantage of public utilities, 
to be dose to rail and road access 
and to have sudt service facilities 
as slffppii^ marine repair and vic- 
aiaUing Gnos dose at band. AU 
this is possible In an operating 
area such as tiie North Sea. In 
remote undeveloped parts of the 
world it has ti> be set up by the 
con^any itself et inunense cost 

Warehouses and stores must be 
stocked with a vast inventory of 
equipnent and materials so that 
a feptacement part can be sup¬ 
plied at short notice. Inter¬ 
national companies providing 
spedaiined services and eqnip- 
menit usually Kt up on the supp^ 
base; most items of specialized 
drilling equipment are not pro- 


Transport must be arranged and 

the drilling rigs have to be char¬ 
tered from the big contractors who 
almost always own and operate 
the 150 or so rigs now active 
around the world. Few rigs are 
today owned by oil companies, 

a contractor's rig. Platforms and 
crews are chartered for one or 
several holes, or alternatively for 
a certain period of time. The types 
of rigs now existing present an 
astonishing range of different 
ty^ of size, design and capa¬ 
bility. With the geographical 
spread of activity they ate begin¬ 
ning to be produced tailor-made 
with specific design characteristics 
for spwific offshore areas. They 
cost £5,000 to £6,000 a day to 
operate. Holes are drilled to as 
much as 20,000ft. and each one 
costs between £500,000 and £Im. 

When and if there is a discovery 
h is only the begihiung. Tests of 
different kinds have to approve the 


weff and the off or gas obtained 
from it to gau^ vriictiier it i* 
a commercial discovery. With a 
positive reaction, other wells are 
driffed—stepout holes to delineate 
the area and shape of the petro¬ 
leum-bearing structure. 

Often one or more special fixed 
drilling platfomswillbe buQt and 
cemented into the seabed to drill 
these hcdes and free the mobile 
rig for tunher ex{£oration. Then 

again the lists of sew tasks begin; 
leases to be signed 'with govern¬ 
ments and otito’ companies, sale 
prices to be rwgo tiaied, oil and gas 
separation uniB to be installed on 
the field and pipelines to be Imd 
and buried cut the seabed to a 
coast, scores of miles away at 
something like £90,000 a mile. 

Reception terminals and storage 
have to be bu3t os the coast and 
(Hpeline connexions made with re¬ 
fineries, or gas works iniand. And 
then the driiJers move on, peihaps 
to the other side of the globe, in 
what is one of tiie loudest, most 
costly and hi^y professional 
operations in world. 


Search narrowed 


and important off . . 
ing areas have been'established 
also in the Persian Goff. North 
Sea, and Caspian, and off Borneo. 
Austral Alaska, Egypt, and 
Nigeria, as well as both the west 
and south coasts of the Uitiled 
Stales. About 16 per cent of the 
wotU'e crude off it obtained from 
beneath the seat. 

A corresponding advance hi off- 
tiiore technology has taken place 
because of the moves into dee^ 
wateis—waters with greatly vary¬ 
ing weather, tide and sea bottom 
conditions. As lecentty as 12 
years ago the maximum water 
depth for driUihg was just over 
100ft Today Coating d rilling 


These narrow down Sie search 
by indicating the most promising 
lotions on wbicb to drill by giv¬ 
ing a picture of tiie types and 
positiore the rock siructures 
below Qie ceabed. &iiall cxi^o- 
sive charges are set off just below 
the wateik surface and recording 
instnunenla measure the energy 
impulses that are reflected back. 

Two vessels are used, one firing 
the ex^orion, tiie other towing a 
cable along which is strung a line 
of seismometers or get^hones to 
record die in^ulses. From the 
tnstnlc ^files obtained sub-sur¬ 
face stroctiue maps are compiled 
to sum up the information avaff- 
ablefromwdikh the dioiceis made 
of the spot to rink the drOL 

Meanwhile, a comifficated 
iB^Iy OTganizatkui is being act 
up on the coast A sice has to be 


TO PILOT JET FILTERS, MAINS FILTERS, 
FILTER AND GOVERNOR UNITS FOR 
NATURAL GAS... PEOPLE COME TO US. 
NATURALLY...WE PIONEERED THEM! 


GAS FILTERS for natural gas—nkturally! 


AC-DELCODIVISIONOFCENERALMOTORSLTO Dunstable Beds. 


Withdnwbig the drillpipe from tiie m 


Cogwheel Ut apparatus. 


WES 

GROUP 

5 

Contractors to the Gas Industry 
GAS PRODUCTION 

Cyclic reforining plants, base and peak loads 

NATURAL GAS EQUIPMENT 


Gas nii»ng. LPQ/Air. 

PILING AND FOUNDATIONS 
CIVIL ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 
PROJECT ENGINEERING 
MAINLAYING AND PIPELINES 
INDUSTRIAL PIPEWORK 
AUTOMATIC CONTROL 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING 
REFRACTORY MATERIALS 
WEST’S GROUP of! 

Holding Company, W.G.!. Limited, Wilmslow, Cheshire. 

OPERATING COMPANIES 

West's <Manchs^) Uinlt^.-Manche^r, 10. 

West's Piling and Construch'on Corhpany Limited, Colnbrdt^ Slotigh, Bucks, 
Tully Engineering Comfiany limited, Newark, Notts. 

Unhed Kingdom Con^ction & Ei^Ineering Cwnpany Umtted, Liverpool. 
The Derbyshire Silica Firebrick Company Umlted. Fridsn^ Near Buxton. 
OvttSB»sCamp»nhs In Stngapore. Melbourne. Sydney. 

Agents sntf Licensees fn Frinee, Belgium. Holland. Demaaik. 

Homey. Spe/n. ttely. Sou&iAtrke endNewZeelend. 
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ISRAEL’S OFFER ON 
SUEZ 

Reopening before peace 


FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT-Tel Aviv, Oct 4 

_Mr. Levi Eshkol, tiie Prime Minister, said today that Ismel was 
willing to negotiate the reopening of international navigation 
through the Suez Canal without waiting for an overall Israel-Arab 
settlement 


In p interview in the evening newspaper Maariv, Mr. . Eshkol 
said “ We shall not oppose the reoi^ning of the canal to naviga¬ 
tion, on the clear understanding that it means navigation for all 

nations, including Israel”. |--—_ : _ 

However, he indicated later that. 


if Egypt insisted on barring Israel 
vessels, an arrangement could be 
made to open the canal to all ships 
apart from Israel and Egyptian 
ones. 

Mr. Eshkol said it had been made 
clear to President Nasser of the 
United Arab Republic, through 
General BuU, the chief United 
Nations truce supervisor in the 
region, that Israel was \wlling to 
accept such an arrangement 

Tbe Prime Minister was somewhat 
derisive of reported British pressures 
for a slight w.thd~''.''ai to open the 
way for peace negotiations. “They 
have received from us a * No' with 
a capital ‘N’”, he said- “Ihe 
United States would concern me 
more With England, after a-l, we 
have had more serious and dlfhcult 
disputes. WTiat can England do to 
us ? 

“ Of course she might have some 
influence on the United States. The 
United States is a more serious 
matter but I have no fears.” 

Mr. Eshkol also disclosed that 
Israel had received feelers from King 
Husain of Jordan through go- 
betweens. The King had wanted to 
find out if there was any basis for 
negotiations, and IsraeFs answer was 
that conditions would be discussed 
only directly at the conference table. 


Belgians tell 
of trap for 
Tshombe 

Brussels, Octi 4.—^Mr. Moise 
Tshombe, the fonner Prime Minister 
of the Congo, was lured into a trap 
bv the offer of a leatfng role in an 
ima^nary organization, the ^o 
Bsl^ans who were kidDapped with 
him said today." 

The two Belgians, Mr. Charles 
Sigal and Mr. Marcel Hgmburan, 
were released by the Algerian autho¬ 
rities last week. In an interview with 
the Brussels weekly, Pourquoi Pas, 
they said the trap was set by Mr. 
Bodenan, the Frenchman alleged to 
have hi-jacked Mr. Tshombe’s air¬ 
craft. 

Mr. Sigal, an ex-lawyer, said Mr, 
Bodenan spoke to him about plans 
of a Swiss organization for an all- 
Africa humanist wclfere movement 
One of its “projects” was to store 
harvest surpluses and then re-sell 
them in such a way as to stabilize 
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under strain 

Britain seen as unreliable 

By DAVID SPANIER, who rcc^tly murhed from Jerusalm 


Anglo-Israel r«IaUons are on a 
downhill slope. Just how far they 
have slipped is shown by Israers 
shaij) rejection of the British sug¬ 
gestion for “ a slight withdrawal ” 
from occupied territo^ on the Suez 
CanU,, and the dismissive tone of 
comments on British policy made 
by Mr. LeVi Eshkol, the Prhne 
Minister, as reported yesterday. 

Israel was upset by Britain’s atti¬ 
tude recently at the United 
Nations, but hardly surprised. 
Since the six-day war, Israel 
Government circles have reluct¬ 
antly come to the conclusion that 
British support is hot to be relied 
on, Rdations between the two 
countries are likely to get stiU 
worse when the time comes for 
voting in the current United 
Nations session. 

^ Yet Israel feeling for Britain, 
in spite of the still bitter memory 
of the last days of the mandate 
under Ernest Bevin, goes ex¬ 
tremely deep—de^r perhaps 
than for any other western nation. 

It is an affinih^ which spriU'gs hrom 
each counliy wanting, in its different 
approaches, the same kind of world. 
But It is also coloured by another 
phenomenon: the way the Israels 
nave caught the curioiis British talent 
of foitning a new friendship with the 
people they were formerly struggline 
against oo- « 

Perfidious Albion 

The present'trouble, as Israel sees 
it, comes from the suspicion that per¬ 
fidious Albion is up to her old tricks 
this despite ^e f^t 
that just before the war Britain was 
supporter of Israel’s rights in 
Gfulf of Aqaba. At that time 
Britain was one of the countries who 
^med ready to back some kind of 
action by the maritime powers. 

But after the war Britain’s support 
began to look more equivocal in 
Israel eyes. The country was pro¬ 
foundly shaken by. Britain’s attitude 
in the United Nations^ not so much 
the vote against Israel on Jerusalem 
M the hue and cry that went with it 
(The United States was far more 
understanding^) 

Moreover, ordinary Israelis have 
more than a passing doubt a^ut the 
motjy<» of Mr. George Brown^ ffie 
Foreign Secretary. They thtnV, 
tightly or wroi^y, tiiat the reverse 
side of-has understandable pro-Arab 
sentim^t is anti-Israel 

It is noticed that hardly a single 
gesture of support or encouragement 
.has emerged from Whitehall since 
•the war. On tiie contrary, there 
have been intimations of dmculties 
over arms supplies. 

But this is a surface irritation. The 
baric reason why Israel mistrusts 
British is that it is felt that 

Britain is so prone to repeat toe 
mistake of following short-term 
interests in the Middle East-at the 
cost of longer-term stability. 

The collapse of the British position 
in Aden serves to reinforce a com¬ 
monly held view that Britain some¬ 
how lacks practical understanding of 


tjte Arab mmd. For all toe heritage 
of .T, E, Lawrence romanticism, or 
perhaps because of it, Britain is felt 
to .overestimate appeasing policies 
toq to underestimate the value of tak-' 
mg a firm line-in relations with Arab 
countries. 

In the present context Britain’s 
shorwerm interest lies in reopening 
toe Suez (^nal. On this matter, 
Israel fully appreciates that Britain 
M camnng one of toe heaviest bu^ 
dens by the canal’s Oloriire. 

A parallel was recently drawn by 
Mr. Abba Eban, Israel Foreign Mini¬ 
ster, between the Arab emb^go on 
OU and the closing of the canal. The 
oil suppliers soon caipe to see that it 
was in toeir ^st interest to resume 
the sal© of oil to Britain and other 
countries. In a similar way, in the 
Ipfcl view, toe users of the canal 
should not be too panicky about 
getting it reopened. 

Lost chances 

In ^the past there were several 
occ^ions, so it is believed, when 
British short-^enn interest prevailed 
over the truer interest of a lasting 
settlement. Indeed right after the 
armistice agreement of 1949. when 
there was a chance of King Abdul¬ 
lah of Jordan .malring a peace treaty 
with Israel, Britain is thought to have 
failed to give the necessary support, 
despite the advice of the then Ambas¬ 
sador to Israel 

Three times l^tain passed up the 
chance of helping to secure equal 
rights of navigation for all on the 
Suez ^ Canal In 1951, after the 
Security Council resolution, when 
Britain was still a big poww in the 
Middle East, follow up action was 
not taken. 

In 1954, when the last British 
base was evacuated under American 
pressuie, the - idea was allow^ to 
take hold that Egypt would be ready 
■for negotiations only after the 
British had gone. 

In 1957, when the canal was re¬ 
opened with the blessing. of the 
United Nations, but witiiout the 
guarantee of free passage for all 
another opportunity was raided. 
What Israel fears ijow is that Britain, 
in natural derire to save her own 
econ<^y, will once again let. slip 
or condone Israel’s le^timate 
interests, which tie in' wito securing 
a stable Middle East 

Point of stability 

For an this, Israel does have a 
special relationship With Britein. The 
fiftieto Mniversary of the Balfour 
Dedaration on November.2 will no 
doubt be the occasion fm- a full- 
scale evaluation of this relationship. 

Israel sees herself as -toe one pc-.nt 
of stability, genuinely democratic 
and monceringly, socialist in the 
Middle East She is not going to 
be convulsed in revolution, or go 
communist, or flirt with the Chinese. 
Her loyalty does not have to be 
bought 

I Wh4;fflorc natural that she should 
have i , clcwe relatidnship with 
Britaim who still has much of toe 
aura of a big power, and who has 
played such an intimate role in toe 
Bfe of toe Jewish people ? 
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Members of the advaace par^ fr«mi 42 Royal Marine Commando after their arrival ui \ 


MARINES FLY IN TO ACT 
AS ADEN REARGUARD 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT—Aden, Oct. 5 


An advance party of 27 officers 
and 44 senior non-commissioned 
officers of 42 Royal Marine Com¬ 
mando flew here today from Sin- 
jppore to prepare rearguard pro¬ 
tection for withdrawing British 
troops. 

The main body of the Marines 
win arrive in about 10 days on 
board the commando carrier Bul¬ 
wark. They will be the last British 

force to leave Aden when South 

Arabia gains independence on 

January 9. 

The Commando, under Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Timothy Morgan, 
will take over security in ffie 
Steamer Point area from the Isl 
Battalion, The Prince of Wales's 
Own Regiment of Yorkshire. 

Navy task force 

Security in the Maalla district of 
Aden was recMitly taken over by 45 
Royal Marine O)mmando on its 
return from the hinterland. A third 
Royal Marine • unit, 40 Commando, 
is due to arrive soon with the Royal 
Navy task force which will remain 
in South Arabian waters after 
independence. 

Crflonel Morun, who was here in 
1961-as. operations officer with 45 
Conunando, said his men received 
training for their Aden duties in 
Singapore, where their camp was 
turned into a.^Teplica of Steamer 
Point. 

The main party will bring four 
105 m.m. howitzers, but Colonel 
Mdrgan said these would stay on the 
ship unless needed. 

The last men of the 1st Battalion, 
The Lancashire Regiment, which 
withdrew from the A1 Mansoura dis¬ 
trict of Aden recently, will leave for 
Britain on Monday. Three' days 
later the first men of the 1st Bat¬ 
talion, The Prince of Wales's Own 
will follow. Only the three Royal 
Marine Commandos will remain. 

A militery spokesman said that 
the British forces were in a very good 
position iogisticaily. Given reason¬ 
able notice a total- withdrawal could 
■ be earned out with ease before the 
existing deaefiines. 

Yesterday the 12,000-ton Royal 
Navy assault ship Fearless sailed for 
Bahrain with her second cargo of 
milHaiy vehicles from Aden. She 
win return shorfly for a third trip. 

More than 50,000 tons of stores 
and 1,000 service veludles have been 


shilled out of Aden by the 2S0 mem¬ 
bers of ihe joint serrices port unit. 
The unit arrived here by air last 
May after a labour dispute betwee.n 
Arab dockers and the Aden Port 
Trust which closed the port for 
nearly a month. 

Egypt is reported to have brought 
forward the date for die evacuation 
of its remaining 15,000 troops in 
Yemen from the end of Decemb^ to 
mid-November. Most heavy equip¬ 
ment. including tanks and artillery, 
has already been shipped out 

The only troops left in the area of 
Sana, one of the two capitals, are 
those guarding the military aii^eld. 
Troops have begun pulling out of 
Taiz, the- second capital. Egyptians 
serving the Yemen Government 


have also decided not to stay behind 
after the Egyptian forces leave. 

Under the re(»m Khartum agree¬ 
ment, President Nasser promised to 
withdraw his troops from the Yemen 
and King Faisal of Saudi Arabia 
agreed to stop helping the royalist 
Yemenis. 

Aden, Oct. 5.—A newly formed 
People’s Court in Yemen has sen¬ 
tenced to death the Yemen Prosecu¬ 
tor, Graera! Sayid Abdulqadir 
Alt^hatari, Sana radio reported 
tonight. 

Alqhatari was President Sallal’s 
close legal adviser in political prose¬ 
cutions, and opponents of the repub¬ 
lican r^me say that as a member of 
the security court he sentenced a 
number of peojrfe to death .—Agence 
France Presse. 


Shoulda’t you be a 
rent an econom y 
if you’d rathe] 
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US prices shoot up 

From Joseph Slevin, Washington, October 5 


Shooting wars cause price infla¬ 
tion and Vietnam is following the 
form charts. The American 
people are getting hit by higher 
prices. Living costs are going up 
month after month and fliere are 
disturbing signs that the pace of 
the rise is quickening. 

No one is arguing any longer about 
whether the price boosts are big 
enou^ or frequent enough to rate 
being called “inflationary”. Instead, 
the dispute is over the question of 
whether they still can be c^ed creep¬ 
ing inflation or whether fliey have 
moved up into the trotting class. 

Consumer prices cliiubed just undet 
3 per cent last year. Arthur Ross, 
commissioner of Labor Statistics, re¬ 
luctantly predicted the other day that 
another rise of close to 3 per cent is 
in prospect for this year. An even 
bigger jump is anticipated in 1968. 
The current crop of forecasts starts 
from a low of 3 per cent and ranges 
up to 4 per cent from there. 

Put the three years together and 
you have a prediction that the buy¬ 
ing power of the dollar will drop by 
a dime from 1965 to 1968. 

It is not as severe an inflationary 
surge as the one that swept through 
the United States in the 1950 
Korean War boom but there has not 
been anything since Korea to match 
it. Until the current round of price 
boosts began, the worst post- 
Korean rise had been a 7 per cent 
jump in living costs from 1955 to 
1958. 

Consumers can see the evidence 
of price increases on every hand. 
Automobile prices just have been in¬ 
creased an average of more than $100 
a car. Manufacturers have announced 
a new round of kitchen appliance 


price hikes. Sharp increases have 
been posted for plate and flat ^ss. 
Shoe prices went up shortly before 
the autimn selling season began. 
Petrol prices have been climbing since 
Egypt closed the Suez Canal last 
June. 

The list is .long and it will be get¬ 
ting longer. Food price increases are 
ahead. There will be fresh advances 
in hospital charges, doctor’s fees, and 
some of the other services titiat have 
b^n bounding ahead at a breakneck 
clip. Wholesale industrial commodity 
prices are one of the most sensitive 
of all inflation barometers 

The closely watched industrial 
prices had held steady.for five happy 
months but they went up a worrisome 
three-tenths of one per cent in August 
and climbed another two-tenths last 
month. 

President Johnson has been tell¬ 
ing Congress that enactment of his 
Vietnam war surtax is ne^ed to 
keep prices under control. The 
most that can be said for the sur¬ 
tax, ^ough, is that it will slow the 
inflationary price advance. 

Not even the war tax's most 
ardent advocate claims that it will 
prevent further price increases. Un¬ 
fortunately inflation has gained a 
costly head start. 

© Newsday, 1967. 


Steel and acid up 

Allegheny Ludlum Steel of the 
United States yesterday announced 
rises averaging S-J- per cent on its 
base stainless steel prices, effective 
Monday. And Olin Mathieson said 
it was raising sulphuric acid prices by 
$3 to $33 a ton from Octorcr 15. 
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SHIRLEY TEMPLE 
MAY WIN SEAT 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT—New York, Oct. 6 
Mrs. Charles Black, once known to millions of dnema goers as 
Shirley Temple the child star, is considered to have an excellent 
chance of winning a seat tor the Republicans in the House of 
Representatives. 

She is running against six other Republicans and six Democrats 
m a special election in San Mateo County on November 14 to fill 
a vacancy caused by the death last June of Representative Arthur 
Younger. Republican. 

Mrs. Black, now 39 and the 
mother of three children, says: 
"I'm very proud of my past. At 
least people know what I was 
doing as a child. 1 wasn’t stealing 

But she is not nJEniog on her 
record as “ little ShWey Temple ", 
even though she has changed her 
name on the voting register from 
_SiirI^__Iane_mact'’ to "Shirley 


Algeria to 
release 
Briton 


Aloiers, Oct. 6.—Mr. Alexan¬ 
der Donald Ross, a British ship¬ 
ping adviser, who has been held 

months by Algerian military 
security, vrfl be released pro¬ 
visionally tomorrow, his wife was 
told here tonight 

Mrs. Jutta Ross, aged 34. who is 
German by birtb, was called to the 
Defence Ministry and told she 
could meet her husband tomorrow. 
He was not to leave the country 
pending the results of an inquiry, 
otficiaJs said. 

Solitary conBnement 

Mr. Ross. 55-year-old adviser to 
the Algerian state shipping com¬ 
pany for the past three years, was 
arrested on August 4 while re¬ 
covering from mumps in his 
suburban flat. 

Mrs. Ross and her daughter 
Cornelia have been allowed one 
visit to Mr. Ross. UniU they saw 
him on Septenrirer 17, he had been 
in solitary confinement and with¬ 
out a change of clothes.— Reuter. 


Temple Black". 




Now the wife of a wealthy busi- 
nessman. Mrs. Black has considerable 
financhl^ backing Among the mem- 

Bing Crosby, an old friend from her 
Haywood days. Others include a 
company presideuL a board chair¬ 
man and a couole of directors. 

“My campaign”, Mrs. Black says, 
" IS being financed entirely by the 
free-will contributions of those who 
agree with my views bn the vital issues 
of today 

Het Republican rivals in this elec¬ 
tion include Sheriff Earl Whitemore. 
who has been elected to that office 
six times, and Mr. Paul McCloskey. 
a businessman who won two awards 
in the Korean war. Among her 


India joins UN call to 
end bombing 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS eORRESPONDENT- 
New York, Oct 6 

India today joined the ranks of 
a score of countries, including such 
Nato allies as Canada and Den¬ 
mark, which have spoken up in the 
General Assembly's debate to urge 
the United States to stop the 
bombing of North Vieinam. The 
contrary view, supporting the 
bombing unequivocally, has been 
put by only Thailand and Nationa¬ 
list China. Britain's stand was one 
of qualified support, 

Sardar Swaias the Indian 

Defence Minister, today told the 
Assembly: - We hope that the United 
States will, in the larger interests of 
peace, take a calculated risk by 
slopping the bombing of North Viet- 


in the teliej t ^ 




in Asia", and expressed cv_ 

that Hanoi would " respond favour 
ably" if no preconditioas were laii 
_ The Indian spokesman added: 


confidence and belief based on our 
talks with the various parties con- 
cerned in the contlicL" 

Observers here note that India not 
only has diplomatic or consular rela¬ 
tions with all the parties cor- 

including Peking, but is also 
*^r of the international co • 


re Canada and Poland, both of 
have already called for a 
bombing bait 

38 die in Vietcong 
mine blasts 




into ploughshares 


^ARD-JOSEPH CABANES-Haool, Oct. 6 
dels from wings and tails 
into shovels and picks. < 
from ball-bearing bombs 


ders from wings and tails are turned i for American metal is in lie raai 
—j Conuiners factuie of the medals used to dei 

. K.,-!.--Vietnam soldieis a 


an^splints^or^broken_ 

caJ instiWCTts freS?Sie'^d rocto 


fragments can be forged into plough¬ 
shares. The fragments are gathered 
In the fields by fam workers and 
children on their way to schooL 
The story is told of one bridge in 
the Ky Ann district, smne 200 miles 
south of Hanoi, which was so heavily 
bombed that die surroundings 
duced 30 •— — 

A forge_ 

farm cooperative used them 
out 60,000 ploughshares. 

Perhaps the most uue: 


fte neighbouring 


Americans have 


fell 





Eks.<~,fgeRce France Preoe. 


Lessons of 
Egypt’s 
defeat 

Cairo. Oct. 6.—Egypt was 

her forces did not kno^owTo^me 
their weapons properly and some 
semor officers became hysterical 
after the initial Israd air strikes. 

mg SIX black days" ranged from 

rf-isa'-s-'ffss 

k^“whh’' ^t^ to 

niques, iK said'hf his weekly^iMe.' 
^Mr. of A^Arem, 

The feih^e‘’o/dM“^For«*ter- 
the fate of the war in the first 
to Force we^M(«cle^'lkit’^ir 


before the war, but a show of fo— 
was different from efficiency in using 
them. Modem warfare was not 
massing weapons, but how n> use 
them. Mr. Heykal added. 

Yemen withdrawal 

He said ^pt’s military tactics 
were initially aimed at forcing Israel 
conceiNiations away from the Syrian 
front. Since it was decided not to 
stnke first. Egyptian positions should 
have been changed H> defensive 
ramer tha^offensive. 

ploited it with unusual brilliance 
while we also had considetable 
potenfialiues but wasted Aem with 
unusu^ dereliction". 

Mr. Heykal also criticized Egypt’s 
military inlelUgeoce network, and 
said the Arab fronts bad not been 
coordinated properiy. 

newH>aper reported that 
ill pull all her troops out of 
by Etecembei 15, tut will 
sun ue bound by a joiot defence 
pact at [be request of Che RepublKan 
Government. 

The report said aU Egyptian 
experts were also being withdrawn, 
but they could be recalled by tbc 


vlSn'^ 


after 


military evacuation 
Egyptian forces in the republican 


.upilal of Sa_ 

October 15- 
AI .4/tram said Egyptian e 


Sir Dingle Foot 
to visit Cairo 

ny ocn DiPiovtAtie ct«RESPONDENi 
Sr Dingle Foot. Labour M.P. for 
Ipswich, and former Solicitor- 
General, announced yesterday that 
he will be leaving London today for 
Cairo, where he is due to meet Presi¬ 
dent Nasser. 

The virit is private but Sr Dinsle 
hopes to pave the way for ih 
cial ulks o 




a resumption o 
I Sir Harold B" 


the Foreign 0 
This was primarily to'ttiank Mr. 
British interests in E^pt'^in*^^ 

SSxSSi"? 

Cairo, and of the chants ""of in 

Egyptians accused 
of Sana firing 

FROM OU* CORRESFONDBNT 


'ne^oadc»]'’said that the demon 

ESgs 

rejected his contention. 
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CAIRO TURNING TO 
BRITAIN 

Sir D Foot to make report 

FROM OUR MmOLEEASTCORRESP01^ENT--aUro,Oct.8 


Sir Din^e Foot, the fonner Soli- 
citor-Geaeral, arrived in Cairo this 
weekend on a visit aimed at im« 
proving Anglo-Egyptiaii relations; 
Official contacts will be renewed 
next week by Sir Harold Beeley, 
but while Sir Din^e is not an out¬ 
rider for the former Ambassador 
he will tell Whitehall anything use¬ 
ful that he learns. 

One hopes that this wU be more 
than is vouchsafed to professional 
seekers after infonnatibn, whose 
diplomatic or journalistic efforts to 
discern a clear Egyptian policy 
have so far been in vain. 

The heavy hand of bureaucracy 
does not help, but the uncertainty 
is shared by many Egyptians in 
positions of responsibiUty and by 
all those less well situat^ 

The truth is that the country is 
only just beginning to get up off ffie 
canvas after the battering that it took 
in June, and if it moves a lithe slowly 
round the ring for the next few 
months it wiU hardly be surpriring. 

Having said that one should add 
that the decision to turn back to the 
west seems to have been both quickly 
and positively taken in spite the 
recriminations of the summer. 
Whether this Is primarily an inriinc- 
tive reaction or is caused by a more 
uncompromising Soviet attitude is 
not clear, but the ready response of 
Whitehall by contrast with what is 
felt to be short-^^ted sluggishness 
in Washington has been appreciated. 

Mr Brown’s progress 

Indeed, though it may be many 
months before a British Ambassa¬ 
dor's flag flutters on the imposing 
residence in Garden City there are 
pounds for hope that for the first 
time Britain may be more useful to 
President Nasser as a friend than as 
an enemy. 

This presupposes some wise diplo¬ 
macy on both sides which is scarcely 
justified by the record, but Mr. 
George Brown, the Foreign Secre¬ 
tary, has been making progress in 
Arab eyes since the disastrous “ Tiran 
period” of the early summer, and 
Sir Dingle Foot said that Mr. Brown 
would like to come to Cairo. 

Sir Dingle added that he supported 
the proposals of U Thant the United 
Nations Secretary-General, for a 
withdrawal of Israel forces from the 
areas Aey occujned in the summja- 
and said tiiat he hoped to see Presi¬ 
dent Nasser. This morning he saw 
the pyramids. 

Bahrain threat 

President Nasser, for his part is 
demonstrating a disinclination to 
involve himself in other people's 
problems which could, if maintained, 
change the picture radically. He is 
reported to have no regrets, for ex¬ 
ample. about support of the Yemen 
revolution but some who have seen 
him recentiy say that he is determined 
to concentrate on domestic problems. 

The British disengagement from 
Soutii Arabia, which tvill come 
within a few weeks of the last Egyp¬ 
tian leaving Yemen, is an equally 
important foctor, but by the same 


token the greatest angle tiir^t to 
• good An^o-Egyptian relations vrould 
Mcm to lie in the Gulf, where British 
troops will teornin on Arab soil. 

The Bahrain National Lilteration 
Front announced in Cairo on Friday 
that it would spare no effort to rnten- 
,sify the strugric^ against EMtain. It 
'would force if necessary to over¬ 
come Britain's aggressive designs and 
win independence. 

There is also a possibility of 
Mother fafiing-out over Israel, but 
Britain’s interest in the Mriy opening 
of tijc Suez Canal may well be more 
fully shared here when the di^van- 
tage of depending on the charity of 
King Fa^ of Saudi Arabia and 
Idris of Libya ^comes more 
obvibu's. Whether an early start can 
be made at least on clearing the canai 
of the 14 obsfructions and repairing 
the badly damaged equipment on 
shore depends largely on the Unlt^ 
Nations and on an avoidance of fur¬ 
ther incidents like those in which 
Egyptian civilians have been killed 
and wounded by Israel shells. 

Sir Harold Beeley wffi doubtless 
urge the Egyptians to do what they 
can but meanwhile the Isnu^s con¬ 
tinue to throw up breastworks on the 
east bank while the evacuation of 
civilians from the west bank is being 
systematically undertaken. It remains 
a thoroughly dangerous and unsatis¬ 
factory situation and. with strains 
also mounting in Yemen and South 
Aj^ia, there is plenty to occupy both 
Britain and Egypt. 

Qahtan as^Shaabi, the leader of the 
OTUth Arabian National Liberation 
Front (N.L-F.) delegation to the talks 
with the Front for the Liberation of 
Oewpied South Yemen (Flosy), 
arrived hist night with praise for the 
assistance extended by President 
Nasser, whom he called the leader 
of the Arab revolution. He pro¬ 
mised to enter the talks with an open 
heart in an effort to reach national 
umty. 


Jordan Army is 
reshuffled 

Amman, Oct 8.— King Husain of 
Jordan announced today changes in 
gie Army, appointing Firid Marshal 
Habes Majali, the Commander-in- 
Cmef. as Defence Minister in the new 
Government, formed yesterday under 
Bahjat at-Talhouni, and pensioning 
off two key officers. 

No new_Commander-in-Chief was 
named—King Husain himself is 
^preme Commander—but General 
Amer Khamash was named to “ con¬ 
trol and superviM” the Army and 
carry out the King's orders for its 
reort^niration. 

Marshal Majali was also named 
the King’s adviser. 

Brigadier Muhammed Ahmed 
S^im. the commander of the western 
front, was pensioned off, as well as 
Bripdier Atta Ali, the second in 
corqitamd.—Associated Press. 


Canbekra.—^A ustrajia has signed a 
migration agreement that will pro¬ 
vide free travel for Turkish migrants 
under 19 years of age. 
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Israel plan 
for return 
of Arabs 

from our correspondent 

Tel Aviv, Oct. 8 

Israel and the International Red 
Cross have been working out a 
plan which may lead to the 
tepatriation of approximately 
40,000 Arabs who fled from the 
West bank to Jordan during the 
June war. The plan, describ^ 
here as a sdieme for the 
reunification of families divided 
by the war, is expected to crystal¬ 
lize this week and will then be put 
to King Husain’s Government, 
which has not yet been consulted. 

The proposal will not satisfy die 
Jordan Government as it provides 
only for the repatriation of west bank 
residents and not for refugees of the 
1948 war who fled from U.N.R.W.A; 
(United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency) camps in the west bank nor 
for fugitives from Jemsalem. 

Some 200,000 Arabs fled across 
the Jordan during and after the war. 
According to U.N.RW.A. records, 
they included some 120,000 refugees 
on their relief rolls. 

A Defence Ministry source here 
said the reunion of Arab families in 
Jerusalem was not being ruled out 
but that it was not part of the pre¬ 
sent plan. The procedure for Jeru¬ 
salemites wishing to be joined by 
relatives is the same as for other 
Israel Arabs, the official said. Tens 
of thousands of Arabs had entered 
Israel down the years under that 
arrangement. 

Egyptians repatriated 

Applications on behalf of some 
40.000 west bank residents are c.x- 
pected under the new plan. Previ¬ 
ously there has been no distinction 
between 1967 and 1948 refugees or 
be^cen west bank and Jerusalem 
residents. The Jordanians ori^nally 
forwarded applications on behalf of 
Some 130,000. The arrangement 
broke down, the Israelis adhered to 
an August 31 deadline and there was 
time only for some 14,000 to return. 

The repatriation to Egypt of 5()0 
to 6(X) former officials at El Arish, 
the administrative centre of Sinai, is 
to take place tomorrow under an 
arrangement by the International 
Red Cross in Cairo. The Israelis 
have offered to repatriate some 3.000 
Egyptians held in a detention camp 
but the (Jairo Government has con¬ 
demned the offer as “ expulsion ”, 


1 



Israel plan for return of Arabs. 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (Eondon, England),Monday, Oct 09, 1967; pg. 4; Issue 57067. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS68775241 


2 



INTEREST IN EGYPT 

Front^ the Indonesian Ambassador to the 
United Arab Republic 

Sir,—With reference to your editorial 
(September 26) on Russia and Middle East, 
1 quo-te It is not in Britain’s or anyone’s 
interests that Egypt should sink into an 
Indonesian chaos”—^and / add “or a 
British Commonwealth type of mess ” 

For the r^t I agree with you that Egypt 
should not sink into a chaos or a mess of 
whatever type. 

Yours, &c., 

A. J. MOKCX3INTA, 

Cairo. 
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South Arabia 
rivals hold 
talks 

From NICHOLAS HERBERT 
Cairo, Oct, 9 

South Arabia’s nationalist 
groups met here tonight for the 
first time in an effort to reach 
agreement on a joint negotiating 
position for talks with Britain. 

This was stated by an Egyptian, 
Ministry of Information official 
who said there was every reason 
to believe the two groups—^Flosy 
and the NX.F.—^would resolve 
their differences at formal talks 
due to begin tomorrow. 

Differences are understood to have 
made themselves visible even before 
the meeting took place and, although 
their exact nature is uncertain, it is 
noteworthy that Abdullah A1 Asnag, 
the chairman of Flosy’s political 
bureau and perhaps the organiza¬ 
tion’s best negotiator, has not yet 
arrived. This could have something 
to do with the unstable situation in 
Yemen where Rosy has its head¬ 
quarters. 

Tough position 

E^tian interest appears to be 
behind getting an agre^nent and 
while official sources reject the idea 
that Egypt can influence the course 
of the talk^ it is clear that every¬ 
thing is being done to urge agree¬ 
ment 

The N.L.F., whose strength 
appears to have grown with events 
m Yemen and South Arabia, is 

believed likely to take a tough posi¬ 
tion at the t^ks, which are due to 
cover the formation of an interim 
government, constitutional issues, the 
achievement of national unity and the 
^eover of power. One thorny 
issue likely to be raised as time 
passes is whether other interested 
groups will be allowed to take part 
in the talks. 
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EGYPT HOPES ON OH. 

From NICHOLAS HERBERT, Cairo, Oct. 9 


Egypt has high hopes for her 
oil industry although Israel now 
controls wells which last year 
yielded 78 per cent of the coun¬ 
try’s production. 

Dr. Tahir al-Hadidy, director 
general of the Egyptian General 
Petroleum Corporation, concedes 
that the loss of Sinai may deprive 
Egypt of £30m. it could otherwise 
have expected to earn this finan¬ 
cial year from oil exports, but he 
is confident that large-scale im¬ 
ports will be unnecessary. 

No oil has been imported since 
the June war. This is because the 
large Morgan field offshore in the 
Gulf of Suez came into production 
in April and is producing at a good 
enough rate to make up for fhe 
Sinai wells. 

It is naturally hoped that the loss 
of these will be temporary, but even 
without them prospects look brighter 
than they did a few years ago. Dr. 


al-Hadidy is not now inclined to 
repeat the prophecy he once made 
that Egypt's oil revenue might equal 
that of &udi Arabia and Libya by 
1970. He is clearly pleased with 
developments in the Western Desert, 
where he says prospects are getting 
brighter and brighter. 

<^ro newspapers here recently 
leported a big new find near Mersah 
Matruh, and it is the suggestion that 
Libya’s huge oil structures may ex¬ 
tend into Egypt which really excites 
Cairo. Dr. al-Hadidy has said it is 
probable more oil will be found at 
new sites in the Gulf of Suez and 
Nile Delta. 

He has promised that every inch of 
the Western Desert will be searched 
by an Egyptian company formed for 
the purpose, and early in September 
a protocol was signed with the Soviet 
Union providing for it to help explo-. 
ration in the area of the Siwa basis. 
Plans also exist for building ports on 
the Red Sea for the Far East, and 
the Mediterranean for European 
exports. 
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Egypt explains 
Amer’s death 

Beirut, Oct. 10.—The Egyptian 
Prosecutor-General said in a report 
tonight it had been established that 
Field Marshal Abdel Hakim 
Amer had been killed by poison 
which came from Egyptian intelli¬ 
gence sources. 

According to the report, quoted 
by Cairo radio, the death was a 
case of suicide. 

Salah Nasr. who was chief of 
the Egyptian military intelligence 
at the time of Amer’s death, has 
been under house arrest for some 
time. 

The prosecutor said Amer had 
taken doses of aconite mixed with 
opium between September 13 and 
the following night, when he died. 
— Reuter. 
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Egypt fears 
new threat 
to Canal 

FROM OUR MIDDLE EAST 
CORRESPONDENT 

Cairo, Oct. 10 

Egypt has told various interested 
countries that Israel troops must 
withdraw from Sinai before the 
Suez Canal can be opened. The 
authoritative newspaper Al Ahram 
says the suggestion ttiat the canal 
should be opened if Israel with¬ 
drew 16 miles has been re^etfully 
rejected. 

I understand the Government 
feels that anything short of with¬ 
drawal behind the frontiers of 
June 5 would enable Israel to 
return across the desert in a short 
time to interfere with navigation 

The ofl5cial view is that Israel is 
determined to prevent navigation, and 
it is alleged here that Israel fire ha> 
been concentrated on dredgers and 
other maintenance equipment so as 
to maie the reopening more difficult 
Ceminly the Suez Canal Authonty 
building at Port Tewfik, on the 
southern end of the canal, has been 
wrecked by shelling. 

Sir Dingle Foot, former Solicitor 
General, who is conferring with 
officials here in an effort to pave the 
way to improved Anglo-Egyptian 
relations, today saw some of the 
damage in the Canal Zone when he 
went to Ismailia. 
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Printing House Square, London, E.C.4. Telephone; 01-236 2000 


the frontiers of ISRAEL 


An air of unreality hangs over discus- 
sjons on peace for the Middle East But 
this does not mean &at nodting changes 
on the spot. The passage of time, which 
involves the sUting of the Suez Canal, 
IS only less visibly solidifying temporary 
•rrangements elsewhere. Timet indeed, 
converts de facto jwsitions into de jure 
ones. Yet to acquiesce in this situation 
ts not in itself going to provide any 
solution. On the contrary, it makes 
more likely a fourth Arab-Israel war, 
simply because war will be accepted as 
the only way by which anomalies 
crated by wsr can be corrected. It is 
this prospect that makes the terms of a 
realise settlement a first concern to 
outside powers. 

All the plans for peace so far put up 
have fallen on deaf ears. As a result 
public opinion tends to become con¬ 
vinced that the problem is insoluble. 
What is needed is to get the world 
a^ustomed to the fact that Israel’s 
victory makes some permanent changes 
inevitable. Even the Arabs do not 
reaBy suppose that they can regain aU 
their losses on the ground that aggres¬ 
sors must not be rewarded. For one 
thing, the world does not agree with 
their simple view of aggression. For 
another, their argument is vitiated by 
their own actions between 1948 and 
1967, of which only the last was 
P^iDENT Nasser’s closing of the 
Tiran Straits in May. It was the Arabs 
who refused to recognize the 1948 cease¬ 
fire lines as Israel’s legal frontiers. If 
they had done so. there would have been 
a very strong case for insisting that 
agreed froiitiers must not be changed 
by force. But the Arabs’ own past 
attitudes enable Israel to claim now that 
she has merely occupied new cease-fire 
lines. The problem is thus to decide 
where a stable legal frontier should be. 

That frontier cannot be the line where 
the fighting stopped in 1948 or 1967. 
It must take into account Israel’s insist¬ 
ence On a degree of security that goes 
beyond paper guarantees. But Israel 
should ask only for the minimum 
frontier rectifications if she is to create a 
new set of frontiers with any chance of 
ultimate stability and acceptance. The 
present occupied area is not that mini¬ 


mum. and mdeed is a source of weakness 
because of the large Arab population it 
encloses. 

Obviously the west bank of the Iordan 
should be returned to Jordan, though 
preferably as a demilitarized zone. It 
will suit Israel batter to have a viable 
Jordan as her neighbour rather than any 
successor state. Israel can, however, legi¬ 
timately claim some rectification on 
security grounds of the corridor to 
Jerusalem. This could be part of the give 
and take of frontier changes that Israelis 
themselves have in the past admitted to 
be dKirable. Israel should give back the 
west bank but wiU keep Jerusalem. No 
Israel Government could give up Jeru¬ 
salem, but a special inviolable status, on 
the Vatican model, will need to be found 
for the Christian and Muslim holy 
places. 

Israel is reasonably entitled to keep 
the Syrian heights while Syria parades 
its present hysterical belligerency. But 
they should be only held as sureties to 
Syria’s readiness to organize a peaceful 
frontier. It is unrealistic to expect Israel 
to hand back the Gaza strip (as opposed 
to providing for its residents) in the light 
of what happened after it was 
surrendered ten years ago. And since 
Israel cannot yet be sure of the right 
of innocent passage through the Suez 
Canal she will need to be sure of free 
access to her own port of Eilat. It would 
be preferable to demflitarize Sinai, or at 
least to artange a cordon sanitaire there 
more lasting than the one provided by 
the United Nations. Israel might well 
continue to occupy defensive positions 
along the Gulf of Aqaba, while return¬ 
ing to Egypt the oil installations in Sinai 
and control of the canal, so that Egypt 
enjoyed the revehues of both. 

The chances of a settlement along 
such realistic lines arc remote now. 
A settiement of this sort offers much 
to the Arabs, whose reconstruction is 
virtually impossible without them. Israel 
may be able to conclude bilateral agree¬ 
ments as this sinks in. The danger is 
that other countries will simply take one 
side or other, which will fossilize present 
ednditions and present hatreds, and so 
prepare the way for another round of 
fighting. I 
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Israel stands by 
treaty proposal 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Tel Aviv, Oct. 11 
Officials here said tonight that no 
third party proposals will budge 
Israel from her position that the 
cease-fire lines created by the June 
war will be changeable only by an 
Arab-Israel peace treaty. The feel¬ 
ing was that anything was possible 
at an Arab-Israel conference table, 
but that complete inflexibility must 
be maintained until there were peace 
talks. 

Accordingly, officials declined to 
react to suggestions in The Times 
today, prc^osing the basis of a settle¬ 
ment Suggestions from British 
sources are particularly suspect here 
these days since Mr. Brown has 
created the impression that he is 
ready to sell out the Israelis to get 
British shipping moving again 
through the Suez Canal. 

As reported here The Times pro¬ 
posals provided for Israel forces to 
retain i^sitions alo^ the Gulf of 
Aqaba in a demilitarized Sinai penin¬ 
sula to assure free access to Eilat 
but left control of the Suez Canal to 
Egypt Presumably they would bar 
Israel shipping. That would imply 
the contihuation of a state of beli- 
gerency and would negate Israel’s 
basic condition for a withdrawal 
from the bank of the canal. 
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Egypt wants 
to make 
friends 

Sir Dingle Foot, the former 
Solicitor-General, arrived back in 
London early today after meeting 
President Nasser in Cairo. He said 
at Heathrow that he thought Egypt 
was anxious to resume friendly 
relations with Britain. 

Sir Dingle went to Cairo on his 
own mtiative after an official 
invitation from the Egjptian 
GovemmenL During his fiveslay 
stay, he said, he did not get the 
impression that the allegations of 
Britain helping Israel in the Middle 
East war were on the Egyptians’ 
minds. ' 

On the question of reopening 
the Suez Canal, Sir Dingle 
said: “ The first condition would 
be evacuation of the Egyptian 
territory now occupied by Israeli 
troops.” 

Setflement chance 

He had been “very greafly 
impressed ” by President Nasser. 

“I think it would be a very 
considerable loss if he was re¬ 
moved from the scene, because I 
think he has shown great states¬ 
manship and consideration, both 
at Khartum and since then ”, he 
added. 

Sir Dingle said there was at this 
time a chance of a settlement in 
the Middle East—^“and it is a 
chance which may never come 
again in our lifetime if we do not 
take it now 

Sir Dingle will now see Sir 
Harold Beeley, who flies out to 
Egypt on Sunday in an official 
capacity, and Mr. Brown, the 
Foreign Secretary. 

■ Our Middle East ‘correspondent 
writes from Cairo: I¥esident 
Nasser yesterday conferred for an 
hour wiffi Sir Dingje Foot, who 
said afterwards the chances of 
restoring Anglo-Egyptian relations 
were “ pretty good ”. 
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Egyptian opposition to 
settlement plea 


FROM OUR MIDDLE EAST 


Egypt would find a settlement of 
the kind proposed in The Times 
leading article yesterday almost 
wholly unacceptable as it departs 
from the principle &at states 
should not achieve territorial 
aggrandisement by force. This is 
the firmly held view here, and the 
fact that Mr. George Brown ap¬ 
parently shares it is one reason 
for the recent rapprochement be¬ 
tween Egypt and Britain. 

It is possible that freedom of 
navigation for Israel ships through 
the Gulf of Aqaba would be con¬ 
ceded in an overall settlement, but 
it is unthinkable here that Israel 
should be allowed to get its hands 
On Gaza. 

The idea of a demilitarized Sinai 
is very little easier to contemplate, 
and in versions of the article which 
are avmlable here the refugee prob¬ 
lem is conspicuously ignored. As 
for the return of the Sinai oil wells, 
Egypt expects to get these back as a 
matter of right rather than conces¬ 
sion. 

It is precisely the fear that Israel 
would refuse to discuss Gaza and 
other issues arising from the original 
Palestine issue, and would use Siem 
as an excuse to ignore international 


CORRESPONDENT—Cairo, 

Oct. 12 

agreements to which she is bound, 
that has led Egypt and other Arabs 
to reject the idea of direct negotia¬ 
tions. These, it is felt, could be 
made to drag on interminably with 
Israel as the state in possession 
attempting to wear down Arabs 
suitermg from losses of canal 

and west bank productivity 
, On the other hand, it is felt that 
in the absence of negotiations Israel, 
with a largely volunteer army and a 
basic employment problem, cannot 
atfmd to procrastinate too much. 

The inherent danger of the present 
position is seen as one in which one 
side or the other will tire of a stale- 
m^e and provoke another round of 
noting. The best hope as seen here, 
mererore, is to have the Security 
Council as an impartial third party. 
It has been fervently hoped here that 
the issue could be kept out of the 
hands of the General Assembly. 
Speechmaking is seen to stand little 
chance of success and what are 
regarded as humiliating statements 
coming from Tel Aviv are taken as 
evidence that the enemy is not in¬ 
terested in a solution. 

Officials also point out here that 
no Arab can accept the loss of Jeru¬ 
salem and strong exception is taken 
to the suggestion that Israel is 
“r^sonably entitled’Mo the 
Syrian heights which were seized bv 
force. ^ 
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WHY EGYPT’S GUNS 
HELD FIRE 

From NICHOLAS HERBERT—Cairo, OcL 13 


1 The whole Egyptian High Com¬ 
mand were in an aircraft flj^g ; 
from Cairo to Sinai when the I 
devastating Israel attack was 
; launched on the morning of June j 
! 5, it. was disclosed here today. , 
Muhammad Hassanein Heykal, 

I editor of Al Ahram, in the secOnd ' 
I of his articles andysing Egypt’s 
I defeat, wid tint, the IsraeUs may 
have known about the flight by 
decoding an intercepted message 
sent two days, earlier. He suggested 
that the knowledge that their com¬ 
manders were somet^iiere in the . 
air over Sinai may have inhibited 
the- Egyptian ground-to-air missile 
crews from going into action. 

The aircraft wfech carried Reid 
Marshal Abdul Hakim Amw and 
pmor ofBccrs of the General Staff ' 
left C^o at 8 ajn. for Tamada, but 
before getting there was told that 
the airfield had been, raided. After 
friling to find an undamaged airfield 
in Sinai it finaily return^ to Cairo 
90 minutes later. then it was too 
late to strike back. 

Field Marshal Amer, who was 
President Nasser’s right-hand man 
until tile Arab defeat, w^ stau^i to 



Field Marshal Amer—death offici¬ 
ally described as suicide. 


have committed suicide by poison in 
September. He had been under house 
arrest on charges of plotting against 
Resident Nasser and was said to have 
firtt poisoned hunseff wh^ awaiting 
interrogation at his home, and to 
have ^cen a second dose at a rest 
home, dying thiee hours later in 
hospitaL He had been tiie President’s 
clo^ confidant for 15 years. 

Mr. Heykad confessed himself 
baffle by the June 5 “accidisnt”, 
as he called because it was clear 
that the role, of tiie air fwc^ would 
be decisive and therefore the enemy 
would strike at the air force first 
The timing of the Israel attack had 
also been predicted by Pt^dent 
Nas^ at a meeting three days 
earlier with the supreme command 
of the General Staff. 

I>ealing with Israel’s intimate 
knowled^ of the disposition of the 
Egyptian forces, the e<titor said that 
there was no doubt that reconnais¬ 
sance by American satellites had 
been invaluable to IsraeL However, 
tl» en^y had more information 
than these spacecraft could have 
provided. 

For instance, a friendly country. 


r not the Soviet Union, told the Egyp- , 
tiaw teat Israel aircraft had with | 
impunity reconnoitre over E©fpt, 
getting as far as Cairo during the 
of May -31 and June 1. 

ph being asked' their opinion the 
military command said that it was 
.untrue, and that,the capacity of the 
Egyptian defences was not doubted. 
Such overconfidence was misplaced, 
as Morinatidn was subsequently 
found tru^ but was tiien too late to 
be useful. 

Mr. Heykal concluded that an 
accident such as the one which befell 
Egypt that .morning .would not hap¬ 
pen again. It was noted that as most 
of the Egyptian aircraft were 
destroyed on the ground, irreplace¬ 
able pfiots were not lost “Cheap is 
tile steel, but precious are the men ”, 
he declared. 


London talks on 
Cairo visit 

BY OUK DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 

Sit Harold Bedey, who was our 
.Ambassador to Egypt from 1951 
to 1964, and who is going to Cairo 
tomorrow to discuss ways of im¬ 
proving‘Anglo-Egyiptian relations, 
had a meeting yesterday with Sir 
Dingle Foot the former siolicitor- 
General.^ Sir Din^e arrived back 
from Cairo early yesterday after a 
m^ing with President Nass«*. He 
will see Mr. Brown nejft wcclu 

A report from Cabo publislsed in 
The Times yesterday has been the 
subject of Foreign Office comment. 
It stated that Egypt found wholly 
umcceplabie any settlement which 
allowed lerritoriid' aggrandisement by 
force, and added, that Mr. Brown’s 
apnarent agreement with this prin¬ 
ciple also was one reason for the 
ie»nt rapprochement between 
Bntain and Egypt 

A Foreign (Mce spokesman em¬ 
phasized yesterday that in his speech 
to the General Assembly on- Septem- 
Mr 26 Mr. Bro-wn said: “Britain 
®ot accept . . . that a state 
slmuld he allowed to extend its 
frontiers as a result of war. This 
means that Israel must withdraw. 
But equally Israel’s neighbours must 
recognize its right to exist, and it 
must enjoy security within its 
frontiers’’. . 


The Israel Ambassador, Mr. 
Remez, c^d on Mr. Brown at the 
Foreign Office yesterday continuing 
talks begun on nsurs^y on the 
situation on the Middle East 
Reports from Jerusalem that the 
Foreign Secretary strongly urged 
that Israel forces Aould be uncondi- 
boaally withdrawn from the east 
bank of the Suez Canal were 
vigoroasly denied by the Israel 
Embassy in Loudon last night 

Syria leader ends 
Iraq visit 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
Beirut, Oct. 13 

Dr. Nureddia al-Atassi, ffie Syrian 
head of state, returned today from 
a two-day official to Baghdad 

for talks wife Resident Abdui Rah- i 
man Arif of Iraq. ‘ 
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CAIRO PINS HOPES 
ON US CHANGE 


Sir Harold Beeley arrives 


From NICHOLAS HERBERT—Cairo. Oct. 15 


Egypt believes that a shift io 
American policy offers only 
hope of moving towards a politi- 
cal solution of the Mid^e East 
crisis. Hence the high importance 
attached to the private contacts 
beginning in New York between 
Egyptian and American of&ials!^ 
Conversion of the United States 
to the Arab cause is not expected, 
but idiandonment of what is 
regarded here as the blatantly pror 
Israel line in Washington is sCen 
as a precondition to any solution. 

While there r^nains an intense 
suspicion of American motives at 
most levels here, Britain is credited 
with a dhprc^rdonate influence 
in Washington. 

This accounts in la:^e measure for 
the sense of expectetion wifli which 
Sir Ibrold Beeley. fonner British 
Ambassador to Eg}^. who ^ved 
late tonight to renew official contacts 
wiffi Eg^ has been awaited. 

In a statement at the airport. Sir 
Harold said he was empowered to 
negoUate on a resumption of dlplo* 
matic relations but ti^ was not the 
end in itself. Ite agreed that Brid^ 
withdrawal from Aden and recent 
changes there removed a source ol 
past friction. 

He denied a suggestion that Britain 
was trying to back into the Arab 
world ahead of the United States. 
“ We want to resume rdations with 
Egypt as soon as possible because We 
think it is in our interest.” he said. 
What others did was their affair. 

Much heralded 

Sir Harold begins official contacts 
tomorrow, when be is expected to 
see Dr. Mahmoud Fasyzi. presiden¬ 
tial adnser on foreign policy, and 
Dr. Ahmed Hassan el Fikky, acting 
Foreign Minister. A meeting with 
President Nasser is expected later. Sir 
Harold’s second visit has been much 
heralded in the press. So have the 
arrival yesterday of the first B.OA.C 
airliner from London although it dis¬ 
gorged only four pasengers, and the 
presence of a group of British travel 
agents who have been shown it is 
now safe for an ^i^shmao to walk 
the Cairo streets. 

Publicity has also been dven to 
the possibility, reported today, that 
Lord Shackleton, Minister without 
Portfolio, may soon come for dis¬ 
cussions with the South Aiabian 
nationalists now meeting here. It all 
adds up to something like a British 
week, and Preddent Nasser him^f 
is reported to be surprised at the 
way it has caught on. 

Opening the cahal 

While the explanation is more 
certainly available to him tiian to 
foreign observers, k seems ttie visit 
has had a psychological value as 
something definite to look forward to. 

If this is so, there must be a 
danger that its results will prove a 
disappointment, whteh may account 
for the emphasis on ttade and 
relations in President Nasser’s dis¬ 
cussions laM week with Sir Din^e 
Foot, the former Sdlicitor-Getieia]. 

Govemmen tally, however, Britain’s 
ability or inability to be beard in 
Wasmogton may prove a key point 
Postponement of the General 
Assembly sesrion on the Middle East 
and file renewal of private Egyptian- 
American talks in New York, 
whether attributable in imt to British 
intervention or not, will doutbless 
ease Sir Hyoid’s task here. By the 
same token, if things go wrong at 
the United Nations, tiie effect wQI 
be felt in the Anglo-Egyptian arena. 

It U pointed out here that both 
Egypt and Britain have interests in 
the course suggested. Egypt’s in¬ 
terest in moving the United States to 
a more central position in the Arab- 
Israel dispute is obrious. The con¬ 
tention is that, apart from the need 
Britain shares with Egypt to get the 
Suez Canal reopened as quickly as 
possible, it is also in the Briti^ in¬ 
terest at tills juncture of common 
market negotiations to show maxi- 
miun independence of tiie United 
State& 


Whether the initiative of Mr. 
Geo^ Brown, ihe FOrngn Secre- 
Uiy, in sending Sir Harold, is seen in 
rimilar terms in Whitehall remains to 
be »en, but Sr Harold's talks may 
not be as easy as some seem to think, 
ffe is already being tipped in the 
press here for ambassador when rela¬ 
tions are resumed, which is an indi¬ 
cation of Egyptian hopes, both 
generally and specifically. 


A.Foregn Office spokesman said 
lart night there were no idans, and 
never had been, f«- Lord Shartleion 



Sr Harold Beeley about to leave 
London by idr for CHro. 


Knife attack on 
Israel MP 

FiU)M OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Tel Aviv, Oct. 15 
Mr. Meir Wiincr. a communist 
m«nber of the Knesset (parliament), 
was stebbed in the back, while walk¬ 
ing with his wife on the seafront ihk 
evening, by a man reported to have 
said tiiat he acted ” out of anguish for 
the Jews of Russia 
A police spokesman said a man 
ag^ about ^ surrendered with a 
knife and said be had served in a 
Soviet prison for Zionist activities. 


Heavy firing on 
Jordan border 

FROM OUR CXIRRESPONDENT 

T^l Aviv, Oct. 15 

The sporadic tensions of the 
region focused tills Yom Kippur 
weekend on the Israel-Jordan 
front and fire across the Jordan 
river yesterday was the heaviest 
since tile June war. 

Ycwn Kippur, the Day of Atone¬ 
ment. is the most sacred day in the 
Hebrew year and many soldiers 
involved in ywterday’s battle had 
been fasting since dusk on Friday 
and were called away from services 
in a field synagogue. 

Trouble began on- Friday when an 
Israel TOlice car patroUing in 
Bttsan Valley was blown up. 

Yesterday’s heavy bomb^dmcnt 
had the appearance of a punitive 
action against the Jordanians who 
were said to have been helping the 
marauders. 

Arab marauders struck back this 
morning. Six men crossed the river 
and laid explosive charges in the 
Maoz Halm communal farm about 
a mile from the river. The collective 
dining hall, a transformer house and 
a vehicle v.«re destroyed. 
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Husain as envoy 
of moderation 


Cairo visit begins tour 

From NICHOLAS HERBERT—Cairo, Oct 17 



King Husain of Jordan cooferred briefly with President Nasser 
here today at the beriming a long tour on b^alf of the 
^ab cause. As the Arab world’s ambassador of moderation 
he has made a habit of caning in frequently for talks with the 
niMi who B now its ftime Munster. The lung was here brfore 
his T»»nt visit to the Soviet Union, the results rf which no doubt 
were reviewed today, and he will doubtless report bad: after 
talks in Algeria, the United States, Spain, France, Britain, west 
Germany and some African capitals. 

It is an impressive itinerary, . 
with perhaps the two tougb^ 
assignments at the beginning. 

Colonel Boumedienne. the 
Algerian leader, seems as little dis¬ 
posed to moderation as allies 
m Damascus. whUe the United 
States is acknowledged in most of 
the Arab world as the prime 
obstacle to a politi«U settiment 
of the Middle Bast crisis. 

If the King reaches the other ride 
of the Atlantic widi matters at the 
United Natibas still in the meldns 
pot he codd have an important ^eci 
on the course of what is conceded to 
be highly delicate efforts to produce 
an acceptable resolotioa. Before 
that, however, he is likely to have s 
^oblem in convincing President 
Boumedienne that any resolutioD 
would be more ben^dal than 
revenge. 

S Arabia problem 

The economic effects on Egypt 
were discussed diis morning by & 

Harold Bedey when in the course of 
discuKioiK here on renewing Anglo- 
Egyptian diplomatic reladons ho 
MlJed on Dr. Abdul Moneim d 
Kaissouny, Minister of Planning. 

Ha^i has tdreatfy made dear 
publicly Bntain's inability to extend 
fflu^ aid due to her own economic 
problem but a resumption of trade » I Mk. H-I rn Vlachos a 

■ . Athens court for furfli_ ,_ 

A wfu vJ lug on t charge that one of her 

Aibdia Khaldc Ifassouna. Secretary- ' - 

General of the Arab League, whose 
oouncU met in spedal se^on to dis¬ 
cuss progress being made by the 
South AraHan nationalist grouw 
Flosy and the N.I_F. on fo rmin g • 

GovCTmnent to succeed British rule. 

This iS'bung kept wisdy confi¬ 
dential in view of file dan^ thtU 
any half-explained agpeement migh t 
trouble .<Mi. the ground. 


Israel insists on 


Bomb attack 
on U S shop 
in Athens 


direct talks 

FROM OUR COKRESPONDEOT 

Tel Aviv, Oct. 17 

The Israd Govenunent today 
formally Te«npbarized its decision 
that the cease-fire a^eements which 
baited the June fitting were replace- 
aide only by peace treaties nego¬ 
tiated <tirectly with the Arab 
Governments. 

This stao^ taken at a fecial 
Caibinet meeting, was an in^licit re¬ 
jection of infonnal British tv^ges- 
tions for an Israd .witiidrawal from 
the Suez Canal to permit the resump¬ 
tion of international shii^ng. This 
would have been in exchange for a 
deefaration of Arab non- 
bdiigerency. 

Suggestions for the appointmnit 
of a special United Nations repre¬ 
sentative for the Middle East were 
not rejected. 


Consultations by 
UN members 

FROM OUR UNTIED NAIKSIS 
CORRESPONDENT 

New Yore, Oct. 17 

The race of private talks on tiie 
Middle East crisis accelerated at the 
United Nations headquarters today. 
Among tiiose rriio conferred were 
Mr. Manescu. of Rumania, the ptea- 
dent of the General Assmbly, and 
Lord Caradon, Britain. 

Afterwwds Lord Caradon told 
reporters fiiat Britain brtieved titere 
“ should be reference to the Securi^ 
Counril and. we hope, with reasoaatde 
speed”. 

Mr. Artiiur Goitftie^ the United 
States representative, met privately 
for an hour U Thant, ffie Uitited 
Nations Secretaiv-GeneraL Mr. 
Vasily Kuznetsov, the Soviet Deputy 
Fore^ Minister, saw U Thant forM 
minutes. 


FROM OVR CORKESPCWDENT 

Athens, Oct. 17 

Screen doc^ have been blows 
apart and window panes broken by 
ah explorioQ af the American P-X 
(duty free shop) here. ISiere were 
no casualties. 

A IMted States Embassy offidal 
said today tiiat the nightwatchman 
bad seen someone carrying an 
object near the back entrance of 
tile building on Syngrou Avenue 
at abottf 9.30 last nt^t 

As the watdunan a^oadied. the 
prowler tinew tiie object near tiie 
rear entrance. It ex^oded a few 
seconds later. The device had prob¬ 
ably bem wrapped in paper wdtkdi 
disintegrated. But a sni^ fragment 
found had the word “fascist’* 
written on it 

The Creek autiiorities are investi¬ 
gating this new attack preceding by 
4S hours the trial tomoirow of 38 
people, induding 12 women, accused 
of settii^ up a terrorist oj^anizatioo 
which hid manted bombs in Athens 
in the past lew monfiis. There were 
six previous bomb explosimis in 
ceab^ Athens in the past three 
months. 

The defendants, aged between 19 
and 2S, axe to be tried ^ the extra¬ 
ordinary court martial of Athens 
on diai^ under le^latinn in force 
b^ore the coup, against communist 
subversion as w^ as under martial 
law. 

The trial six other alleged 
“ saboteurs ” was s^iaiated from 
that of the 38 because tiiey have not 
yet been arrested. The charges cany 
jmson sentences from five to 20 
years but ±e leaders may face life 
tatprisonment or even tiie death 

penalty. 


43 Britons in 
coach crash 


Jordan refugee 
camp flooded 

Amman. Oct 17.—Hoods swept 
through the Souf refltgee camp near 

here toni^t carrying away tents, 

furniture, and precious food nippto 
as 13.000 rehtgees, many carryii^ 
children, fled to iugh ground. 

Many families crouched, ^vrting 
and hungry, in caves above the camp 
site while officials organized evaoua- 


Mastelakob, South-east Bu.- 
oiUM, Oct 17.—A coacb carrying 
43 Briti^ tourists crashed over 
on to its side near here today. One 
passenger, Mrs. Cdia Jttiiau, aged 
7ti, from tbe Biimin^Mm area, was 
s^tly hurt She was able to 
resume her journey after treat¬ 
ment 

Police said the accident hap¬ 
pened when tbe coacb swerved to 
avoid two cars that were in 
collision. Three people in the cars 
were injured.—Reuter. 
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A DIALOGUE IN CAIRO 


Thtr# is more to good relations 
between countries than the mere ex¬ 
change of ambassadors. If Sir Harold 
Beeley succeeds in arranging for the 
restoration of normal diplomatic rela¬ 
tions between Britain and Egypt, well 
and good—but this would be only the 
first step in the long and difiBcult busi¬ 
ness of establishing first with Egypt and 
then with the Arab world as a whole, 
the sort of cordial and relaxed relations 
which should be normal between- 
nations.. The present Government has 
tried steadily and has failed steadily 
since it came into office to begin to undo 
nearly a century's mutual misunder¬ 
standing. The present opportunity for 
a fresh beginning arises from the June 
war. The Egyptians have now forgotten 
the charge they made then that Britain 
took an active part on Israel’s side, and 
Mr. George Brown’s statements of 
policy since then have finally convinced 
them of the British Government’s 
innocence and good wilL 

A speech by the Foreign Secretary 
at the United Nations is a slender basis 
for the opening of the dialogue which 
Mr. Mohamed Heikal called for a 
month ago. Fortunately, there is more. 
The fact is that Britain is now in the 
final stages of liquidating her Arab com¬ 
mitments, and that Egypt, also, is draw¬ 
ing in her horns. Troops are being 
withdrawn from Yemen, and although 
Egypt has certainly not renounced the 
leadership of the Arab world (which she 
partly chose and which was in part 
forced on her), she is now more con¬ 
cerned with surviving the immediate 
consequences of the war. 

This would seem, tiierefore, flic 
moment when the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment could reasonably abandon its 
attitude of suspiciotis hostility towards 


Britain. Libya, Iraq, and the Persian 
Gulf are the principal areas of British 
economic interest, and the principal 
areas of Egyptian political influence— 
which has generally been directed 
against Britain. Egyptian attitudes have 
also hindered British diplomacy in 
Africa. The other important British 
interest which -.might be advanced by 
good relations with Egypt is the 
reopening of the Suez Canal. 

This, however, depends on at least a 
parfial settlement of the Middle East 
crisis. It is hard to see how Britain can 
make any useful contribution for the 
moment, but any improvement in 
Anglo-Egyptian relations will certainly 
help. One of the unhappy results of 
the war was the isolation of Egypt from 
the west (apart from France), and it 
has been obvious for a long time that^ 
Russia and the United Nations having 
failed her, Egypt must sooner or later 
try to build a bridge to Washington if 
she is to get Sinai back. Perhaps 
Britain might help towards building it 

Egypt today is in a perilous position, 
politically and economically. It is in 
nobody’s interests (not even really in 
Israel’s) that Egypt’s economy should 
collapse, or that President Nasser 
should be replaced by somebody with¬ 
out his influence in the Arab world as 
a whole, if that influence is going to be 
used towards a settlement The most 
sensible way to prevent .m economic 
collapse would be to allow Egypt the 
exploitation of revenues from the Suez 
Canal and the Sinai oilfields which she 
lost as a result of the war. This would 
have to form part of some wider bargain. 
It is not Sir Harold Beeley's task to 
suggest what this should be, but the 
prewnt ffialogue in Cairo could be a 
useful preliminary to negotiating one. 
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Nasser meeting 

Cairo, Oct. 18.—Sir Harold Beeley, 
Britain’s special representative,. will 
meet President Nasser at 11.30 (local 
time) on Saturday morning, authori¬ 
tative sources said here tonight The 
meeting is seen as an encouraging 

sign that Britain and Egypt will soon 

resume relations, severed by Cairo in 

December, 1965, over Rhodesia,— 

Reuter. 
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BRITISH PROPERTY IN 
EGYPT 

From Mr. Patrick Wall, Conservative MJP. 

for Haltemprice 

Sir,—^Now that negotiations are proceed¬ 
ing with a view to reestablishing diplomatic 
relations with the U.A.R. it is to be hoped 
that the British Government will take posi¬ 
tive action to obtain the restitution of and 
conapensation for the property of British 
nationals that was resequestrated under 
Proclamation 138 in 1961. 

British-owned property that was seized 
at the time of the Suez incident was either 
returned or compensation was paid under 
the terms of the Angilo-Egyptian financial 
agreement of 1959. However, before the 
terms of this treaty could be carried out 
certain property was resequestrated and 
has remained in Egy.ptian control ever 
since. Not only have the owners b^n 
denied the use of their property, valued at 
£Ellm., but it has never been made clear 
whether or not it was eventually to be 
returned or, in cases where the property 
was subsequently sold by the Egyptian 
authorities, what compensation, if any, 
would be paid. 

It is estimated that some 130 British 
subjects are concerned in this illegal act. 
Surely the British Government should sec 
that justice is done to their nationals ^f^re 
there can be any question of resuming 
diplomatic relations or of giving financial 
help to the Government of the UjV.R. ? 

Yours faithfully, 

PATRICK WALL. 

92 Cheyne Walk, S.W.IO, Oct 17. 
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Flpsy admits 
new attacks 
on British 

FROM OU* MIDDLE EAST 
CORRESPONDENT 

Beirot, Oct; 19 
Statements in Aden and Beirut 
today served to underline the 
dangers still inherent in South 
Arabia. With talks going on in j 
Cairo between the two main 
nationalist parties, Fldsy and the 
NiJF. (National Liberation 
Front), the temptation to exert 
pressure from outside is growing. 

The Front for the Liberation of 
Occupied South Yemen (Flosy) in 
Aden said it was responsible for 
the increase since last weekend in 
attacks on British forces. 

Flosy was intensifying its attacks, 
the statement said, because of sub¬ 
versive activities by British intelli¬ 
gence in areas under Flosy control 
While Mr. George Brown displayed 
the olive branch, intelligence was .as 
active as ever. 

In Beirut Mr. Sheikhan al Hab^i, 
the Secretary-General of the South 
Arabian League (SAX.), which had 
maintained dignihed ^ence since 
putting its case before (he Arab 
Lea^e in Cairo, said dvil war might 
break out if Flosy and N.L.F. per¬ 
sisted in boycotting other paities. 
He said that a majority of South 
Arabians supported his party and he 
caHed for a meeting witii nationalist 
forces. 

Delegate walks out 

The Egyptian authorities in Cairo 
are undeistood to :^voiir the co¬ 
opting of at least one and possibly 
two persons independent of Hosy 
and NXJF. into file interim govern¬ 
ment now being discussed. The 
NX.F. in paiticuisLr, however, is 
renting this ami both groups 
refused to deal with the Arab League 
after it listened to SA.X 
Yesterday the Arab Lea^e 
conncdl formally instructed its scem- 
tary-general and its sub-committee 
on South Arabia to continue their 
efforts at uniting all the area’s 
political groups. *Ihe Saudi Arabian 
delegate wa^ed out, reportedly 
b^use the coiindl rehised to 
include SA.L. among tiie national 
parties. 

Four months to 
clear canal 

IsMAHiA. Oct 19.—^Mr. Mashour 
Ahmad Madiour. chairman of the 
Suez Canal Authority, told Sir 
Harold Beeley. Britain’s special en¬ 
voy, here today that it would take 
at least four months to make the 
blocked canal fit for navigation after 
a political decision to reopen it 
They met when Sir Ebrold toured 
this once busy canal zone town to 
inspect damage caused by Israel 
shelling last month. 

Kr Harold, who is visiting Egypt 
tor talks aimed at resuming diplo¬ 
matic relations, was due to visit 14 
merchant ships, inclu&ig four 
British, trapped in the Great Bitter 
Lake since the war in June.— Reuter. 
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Dead Sea 

scroll 

discovery 

FROM MOSHE BRILLIANT 

Tel Ayiv, Ocr. 22 

The contents of another Dead 
Sea scroll, purporting to record 
God’s laws as handed down in the 
first person, have been revealed by 
Professor Yigael Yadin, the 
archaeologist, at the annu^ con¬ 
ference of the Palestine Explora¬ 
tion Society in Jerusalem. 

Part of the text is biblical, but 
there are additions speaking of 
laws and festivals not mentioned 
in the Scriptures. Professor Yadin 
said the copy was written in the 
second half of the first century 
A.D —although, it could have been 
composed earlier—and was found 
in the caves of Qumran. Jordan. 
He declined to reve^ how it had 
been acquired. 

He said he was calling it the 
Temple Scroll, because nearly half 
the text described plans for a 
temple in Jerusalem and procedure 
for worship. As the measurements, 
the description of the Holy Vessels 
and of the courts — as well 
as other details—do not corres¬ 
pond with those of the first and 
second temples. Professor Yadin 
suggested that it might refer to a 
temple that was to have been built 

Guardians of 
the truth 

Interest has centred largely on 

statut^ for the preparedness and 
ihobilization of the people of Israel 
when th^tened by a war of ex¬ 
termination. The regulations pro¬ 
vide for a king’s bodyguard of 
12,000 wamors—1,000 from each 

of the tribes of Israel—^who were 
guardians of the truth and de- 
spisers of lucre, and who were to 
guard the king day and ni^t 
against his enemies. 

In times of crisis for Israel, the 
nation was to be mobilized in 
stages. First a tithe of the nation 
was to be sent to battle. If the 
enwny c«ne in a greater force, 
one-fifth of the nation was to be 
sent, then one-third. If the war 
became most pressing, half was to 
go to battle and half remain to 
protect the cities. 

Professor Yadin said some of 
the Ia.ws dealing with ritual un* 
cleanliness and purification 
quoted freely from the Penta¬ 
teuch, but had additions which 
were much harsher and more 
extreme than those pass^ down 
to observant Jews today in tiie 
Mistmah. 

Festivals hitherto 
unknown 

The section about temi^e sacri¬ 
fices mentions hitherto unknown 
festivals, the feast of the wine ami 
the feast of the oil, both based on 
the calendar of the Qumran sect. 

Professor Yadin said he was not 
revealing how the treasure had 
cwne into his hands he(»nst> it 


EGYPT ACCUSED 
OF DELIBERATE 
AGGRESSION 


Israel warning after 
loss of destroyer 

Mr. Levi Esbkol, the Israel Prune Minister, yes- 

terday described Saturday’s siuJdng of die Israel 
destroyer Eilat hy Egyptian missiles as “ a deliberate 
act of aggression jSe spoke at a Cabinet meeting of 
a “ criminal, unwacrant^ attack ”, 


In a broadcast last night he said that Israel’s 
answer to the Arab countries and their allies who 
wished to induce her to revert to the positions she 
occupied before the June war was a clear ‘ no 

The attack on the destroyer, off the Sinai coast, 
was launched from what officials said was a Russian- 
built Komar-class missile patrol boat in Port Said 
harbour. Of the 202 officers and men on board, 43 
are believed lost 

ROCKETS FIRED IN 
TWO PAIRS 

FROM OUR CXJRRESPONDENT—Tel Aviv, Oct. 22 


Soviet-built Komar missile 
boats, in their first actual opera¬ 
tion anywhere in the world, sent 
one of Israel’s three destroyers to 
the bottom of the Mediterranean 
last night with a loss of 17 dead 
and 26 missing. Forty-eight of the 
159 survivors were injui^. 

The destroyer, the Eilat, was the 
former British ship Zealous, and 
was acquired by Israel in 1956. 
Helicopters of the Israel Air Force 
worked through the ni^t by the 
light of flares flying survivors 
ashore. 

Brigadier Shlomo Errel, officer 
commanding Israel’s small Navy, 
said this evening that the Egyp¬ 
tians fired four rockets from Port 
Said harbour at the destroyer in 
international waters 131 miles 
away and three of them Mt her. 

He told a press conference that 
the crew had seen the first green 
rocket, followed by a white 
streak, heading towards their 
Vessel and had time to increase 
speed, make a turn and fire a few 
machine gun bursts in a pathetic 
attempt to destroy it 

The missile appeared to be off- 
course, but it turned towards the 
ship apparently when the homing 
device came within range of Ae 
Eilat and hit her. 

Well outside zone 

T>o rockets hit the ^ip in 
rapid succwsion at 5.30 p.m. and 
set the ship ablaze. Some two 
hours later, when tiie Egyptians 
saw that tiie ship was listing but 
not sinking, they fired another 
pair. The first sank ship and 
the second exploded unong die 
survivors in the water. Brigadier 
Errel said. 

In reply to questions, he said it 
was known that Soviet rocket 
technicians were in Egypt. 

The Israelis said that the Eilat 
was due north of the western 
extremity of occupied Sinai, and in 
any case well beyond the 12-mile 
territorial waters zone set by the 
Egyptians. The ship had arrived 
there on Friday and patrolled for 
nearly 24 hours, passing a number 
of times tiie spot where she was 
later attacked. The Egyptians were 


thus able to calculate the attack ' 
deliberately. 

The ship’s engines, power and 
cwmnunications sj^tem were 
wrecked by the first two rockets 
and for nearly two hours the cap¬ 
tain was unable to report the ' 
attack to his base. Finally contact 
was established by means of a 
small transmitter and the captain 
asked for medical relief. 

Immediately afterward he sent 
another message saying that the 
ship was hit again. This time she 
turned over and sank. 

Dangerous breach 

Jerusalem. Oct. 22.—Mr. 
Eshkol, the Prime Minister, said 
tonight that Israel wo^d not 
tolerate such acts as the sinking 
of the Eilat. 

In a statement after a two-hour 
Cabinet meeting he said that the 
sinking ww not only a violation 
of international maritime law but 
also, a most da^erous breach of 
the cedfe-fird arrangements tiiaSe 
after-the Middle East war In June. 

In a broadcast tonight to intro¬ 
duce Israel’s twentieth anniversary 
celebrations, he said that the 
Egyptian action was a criminal 
attack committed without any 
provocation. 

General Dayan, the Defence 
Minister, said in a weekend speech 
that the Egyptian Air Force was 
back to 80 per cent of its strength 
before the June war, and tanks 
lost then had now been replaced. 
— Reuter. 

Fear of reprisals, page 4$ Egyp¬ 
tians face realities, page 8; leading 
article, page 9, 

Medals awarded 

Cairo, Oct. 22.—President 
Nasser has awarded medals to 
Egyptian officere who took part 
in the si^ng of the Eilat “ in 
appreciation of their gaUantry”, 
the Middle East news agency re¬ 
ported toni^t. 

In a Note to U Thant, the 
United Nations Secretary- 
General, Egypt said her navy 
opened fire because Israel violated 
Egyptian territorial waters.— 
Reuter and Agence France Presse. 
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President Jlasser tnrns his attention to home problems 


Egyptians face the 
realities of defeat 

From NICHOLAS HERBERT, Middle East Correspondent 


Cairo's favourite joke just now 
is that President Nasser, having 
failed to talk to President Johnson, 
has sent Field Marshal Abdul 
Hakim Amer to talk to President 
Kennedy. The humour is as “ sick ” 
as may be, and a gift for political 
satire may not be everything, but 
it does bespeak a realism which 
distinguishes Egypt from some of 
its Arab brethren. 

The realities, both foreign and 
domestic, are hardly encouraging 
at present, and the Government is 
still nervous about the popular re* 
action to some of them, which 
a<^unts for the rigid censorsUp 
still in force. 

One has the impression, how¬ 
ever, that a good many sophisti¬ 
cated people are ahead of the 
Government in their wUlingness to 
face unpleasant facts, and it is 
difficult not to admire the good 
humour of a people who have 

suffered as as the Egyptians 

have since June. 

That there is more suffering ahead 
is not denied and President Nasser, 
who has made a virtue of seeming 
to take the people into his confidence, 
has usually been at his best in 
trouble. 

Those who serve under him do not 
dissemble. I found no one who was 
hopeful that die present cjisis with 
Israel could be solved peacefully and 
few who welcomed the diought that, 
if it were not, an attempt to setfle it 
forcefully would have to be made. 

Serious effecte 
on economy 

Everyone conceded that the econ¬ 
omic consequences of the war were 
great but their assertions that they 
could be surmounted had the ring of 
conviction. If there was any air of 
unreality in Cairo, it concerned the 
belief that an entirely new approadi 
to dw Arab world’s ideological feuds 
would be found. 

Realistically President Nasser, 
whose losses in foreign exchange are 
being made up by Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and Libya, has taken the 
opportunity of withdrawing from his 
burdensome experiment in Yemen 
and let it be known that Egypt 
inteods to cultivate its own garden 
rather than dig in neighbouring 
allotments. 

The resolve is doubtless genuine, 
but his withdrawal, while relaxing 
inter-Arab tension, also leaves the 
Arab world leaderless. No one 
seriously believes that King Faisal 
can assume the mantle, and in time 
one supposes that the pressures on 
President Nasser to reassert himse lf 
will build up again. Whether he 
can do it in a way which will cut 



Mr. Mohieddin, heir apparent to 
President Nasser. Can he beat 
off the challenge from ffie left? 


across ideological differences remains 
to be seen, but there are those in 
Cairo who do not discount die 
possibility. 

Umitations of 
the Army 

For the moment, however, there 
are more pressing considerations, with 
the wolf at the door and the Israelis 
on Ae canal, and here there are no 
illurions. There is no great faith in the 
brick blast walls which people are 
putting up in front of their doorways 
in obedience to an official deor^ and 
there are more jokes about the limi¬ 
tations of ihe Army than-about any 
other single subject There is more to 
be learnt about the forces’ deficiencies 
than Hassanem.Heyka!. the editor of 
Al Ahram, has felt able to print in 
his review of the war. 

Speculation about Marshal Ameris 
profiteering, which is alleged to have 
reached prodigious heights, have ten¬ 
ded to obliterate doubts about the 
manner of his mysterious death last 
month. It has not escaped notice, 
however, that whereas the first offi- 
dal reports said he made two suicide 
attempts on successive days, the final 
one omitted any reference to bis tak¬ 
ing poison a second time. 

This inconsistency is only re. 
inforced by the less well known fact 
that ffie full 40 pages of the final 
report are understood to have been 
issued only to the editors of three 
newspaper who contented themselves 
with printing an ofiScial summary. 

The summary was all that less re¬ 
liable servants of the state were given 
and the suspicion must be ffiat there 
are details in the longer document 
which the authorities prefer to keep 
dark for the moment 


However, Marshal Amer was not 
a popular figure outside the ranks 
of the Army and there are many 
who feel that the responsibility of 
failure was his and that it must have 
been hard to bear. Of feeling inside 
ffie Army it is impossible to speak, 
but the number of dismissals in the 
four months would suggest that 
there has been time to we^ out the 
disaffected. 

Rival claimants 
to succession 

How well the job has been done 
ca^ot be told but the possibility 
exists that there is somewhere a group 
of colonels willing to hoist President 
Nawer with his own petard. Civilian 
reaction to this is usually that it 
would be worse than the present 
regime. 

There is speculation too about the 
Muslim Brotherhood and about the 
forces of left and right within the 
present hierardiy, represented re- 
s^tively by Aly Sabry and Zakaria 

Motoeddin. Sabry's aMWintment as 
Minister Rerident in the Canal Zone 
«en by some as an attempt at 
bamdimeot from which bis rival 
would gdn, but it jwt Sabry in dose 
touch with that section of the public 
most likely to be disaffected, and 
gave him much publicity. 

Nevertheless, there is evidence to 
suggest that Mohieddin, who as heir- 
apparent enjoys the Preadent’s sup¬ 
port, IS too strong to be pushed aride 
even if, as a former Miitister of the 
Interior, he lacks genuine public 
suprort He is tfaourfit to be strong 
m the police and his men seem to 
<»ntrol the all-important Cairo sec¬ 
tion of the Arab Socialist Union, the 
country’s only legal political party 
. Some say that President Nasser, 
tired after 15 years of effort and 
unwilling to go on though he is still 
under 50, would Uke to hand over to 
Mohieddin as he tried to do in June. 
Others declare that his own popu¬ 
larity will always make that particu¬ 
lar handover impossible. 

The President has his enemies and 
the decision to nationalize the whole¬ 
s' trade will hardly have improved 
his standing with the business com¬ 
munity ; but there is a widespread 
belief that, whatever happen^ to 
Marshal Amer, he was not dis- 
patehed with the President’s know¬ 
ledge because “ that is not Nasser’s 
way of doing iIh!^". 

In foreign affairs the peoitie have 
not yet been told that their I^si- 
dent Is willing to negotiate with 
Israel under the machinery of the 
1949 armistice a^ement which pro¬ 
vides for a United Nations chair¬ 
man. On the other haiul, within the 
Government there are few Btosions 
about the chances of an agreed solu¬ 
tion being produced, although 



President Nasar of the United Arab HepubUc (left) and Sir Harold Beel^, Britain’s reotesentatife, during 
discussions befwe Sir Harold's retimi to Ixmdoo. 


Britan’s assistance is welccnned. 
Soviet and American supremacy is 
acknowJed^d, even if the notion that 
tile two super powers can by them- 
srfves stabilize the Middle East 
below the nuclear threshold is dis¬ 
missed as an American dream. 

The allegation that ^ United 
States took an active part on Israel’s 
udein June is now seen asirrdievaot, 
because everyone is c«iain that tiie 
Americans wouM have intervened on 
Israel’s side had it become necessary. 
No doubt they are right in this, but 
another widay held Ntiew, tiiat the 
Americans could have stopped Israel 
attacking on June 5. is more debat¬ 
able. Its coroHary, ffiat the United 
States can direct Israel's diplomacy 
in the postwar negotiations, is 
generally espoused and has led to a 
deep suspicion of American motives. 

Efforts to reduce 
birthrate 

One highly influential Egyptian, 
describing what had happen^ since 
May as “ America’s moral Suez ”, 
told me he thought no great power 
had ever suffered such loss of pres¬ 
tige and influence in any ar^ of the 
world as the United States bad dons 
in the Middle East 

He may have exaggerated to make 
a point but exasperation with Wash¬ 
ington is intense and President John¬ 
son is often accused of seeking 
economic domination of the area 
and of trying to destroy Arab nation- 
ail^. His. action in using wheat 
supplies to exert political pressure on 
President Nasser is fiercely resented 
and is contrasted with what is said 
to be the Soviet Union's clean record 
in this respect. 


The Russians, for their part, took 
their knocks during and after the 
June war, in which they failed to 
come to the military aid of Egypt; 
but tile readiness wiffi which they 
have begun again to suj^ly ffie 
armed forces has recovered them 
much lost ground. President Nasser 
sees^Mr. Sergei Vinogradov, the new 
Soviet Ambassador, almost daily 
now and the Russians are undoubted 
champions of the Arab cause in New 
Yoit 

No doubt Soviet control within 
the Egyptian armed forces has ^en 
strengtb^ed, but some so{^isticated 
weapons are to be ^impsW around 
Cairo, while up river the Aswan dam 
continues to grow and its Russian 
turbines are undergoing successful 
testing at present 

Upon their success and upon the 
water to be stored by tiie dam a 
great deal depends in the race to 
ke^ the country’s growth rate ahead 
of its Wrthrate. This year ffie out¬ 
look is unpromising. The birth con¬ 
trol programme,' which has fitted 
60,000 inter-uterine devices and dis¬ 
tributed the pill to half a million 
women, can hardly be expected to 
show results until 1970. 

It has been disrupted by the com¬ 
pulsory movement of hundreds of 
thousands of people from the Canal 
Zone, but it is still hoped to achieve 
tiie aim of retkicing the birthrate 
from 2.7 to 2 per cent by the early 
1970s. Put another way, this means 
keeping tiie populatioa to 40 miUlon 
by 1985. instead of the 52 million 
which it would attain at tiie present 
rate. 

If the war bas only sli^tly affected 
this programme, its immediate impact 


of reequipping the forces has forced 
a cut in investment of £El57m. 
(about £126m0 in die financial year 
that began on July 1 . The drop is 
£E405m. (£326m.) last year to 
fK48m, (£200in.) this year and it 
will play havoc with the rate of 
growth which in real income, taking 
1959-60 as the base year, has been 
averaging 6.5 per cent a year. 


Govemment economy 
programme 

The Ministry of Planning now 
acknowledges that this year the rate 
may actuaUy fall below the birthrate 
so that the country will not even be 
staying where it is but will actuaily 
be falling back. This is p»haps tiie 
starkest reality that the Egyptians 
face, but it is as yet being only ffinted 
at in higher taxes, price increases, a 
drop in the amount of subsidized 
rations and a policy of rigid govern¬ 
mental economy, which has resulted 
in a 25 per cent cut in the allow¬ 
ances received by military officers 
and civilian government woricers in 
addition to their basic salary. 

What will be the end result nobody 
knows. The Egyptian people have 
suffered much in the struggle to de¬ 
velop and perhaps they are willing 
to suffer more. They lack much that 
is necessary besides money. Their 

leader has wasted much in disruptive 
advenmres abroad but if he has now 
genuinely decided to retrench, his 
people have shown enough resolu¬ 
tion to deserve some of the help they 
srill undoubtedly need. 
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NEW DANGERS OF WAR 


There is a predictable conflict, of evi¬ 
dence about how the Israel destroyer 
Eilat was sunk. The Egyptians say it was 
intercepted by two of their missfle-carry- 
ing launches as it crossed the twelve- 
mile territorial waters limit and that the 
launches attacked the Eilat because it 
was preparing to attack them. The 
Israelis say that the Eilat was not in 
Eg^tian waters and that the three 
missiles which hit it came from an 
Egyptian ship anchored in Port Said, 
fourteen miles away. 

Whatever the truth may be the gravity 
of the incident needs no emph asizing . 
Ships of one navy do not sink ships of 
another unless they are at war or spoil¬ 
ing to start a war. There is supposed to 
be a cease-fire between Egypt and Israel 
and the United Nations are on the spot 
to observe and reprove infringements of 
it. There have been many infringements 
back and forth across the Suez Canal, 
causing heavy losses of life. It could 
be argued that the sinking of the Eilat 
is just another infringement in a different 
place. But there is a vast difference in 
scale between shelling across the Canal, 
or attacks on small boats in the Canal, 
and what is in effect almost the biggest 
naval engagement between the two 
cormtries in their twenty years of 
hostility. 

This incident comes at a time when 
government and public opinion in both 
countries is seriously split over policy. 
Both have their hawks and doves, and 
it is possible that a clash at sea (who 
really provoked it ?) represents hawks 
on one side or both sides getting on top. 
In any case the effect of the sinking 
will certainly be to make it much harder 


for any doves anywhere to ho listened 
to. It has made the Israeli public under¬ 
standably bellicose. They won the war 
and the Egyptians lost it, and as they 
see it the Egyptians are sheltering behind 
the United Nations, to go on with their 
attacks. The temptation to hit the 
Egyptians harder will be very strong. 
Israel hoped for two things as a result 
of the war—recognition of her existence 
by the Arabs, and more defensible fron¬ 
tiers. If she cannot get the first she will 
concentrate on the second. A. new 
round of fightiiig leading to fresh terri¬ 
torial conquests by Israel is likely. 

Likely, but even from Israel’s point 
of view the worst possible outcome. 
There are influential Egyptians—and 
President Nasser is reported to be 
among them—who realize that some 
accommodation with Israel will have 
to be made, and ^ho have been pre¬ 
paring a long peribd of hard bargain¬ 
ing. If there is noW another round of 
fighting, Egypt—and the other Arabs 
too perhaps-may be pushed back 
farther and more of its armaments 
destroyed, but this will only encourage 
those Arabs who argue that they must 
take any punishment rather than 
negotiate. 

"niere will now be millions of Arabs 
delighted at what they must regard as the 
effectiveness of Russian help and 
Russian weapons. There will be loud 
Israeli demands for more effective help 
from the west. The only useful conse¬ 
quence of the Eilat affair would be if it 
revived the waning interest of Russians 
and Americans in a joint approach to 
the Middle East’s dangers. They have 
had a blunt warning of how acute these 
dangers still are and how directly they 
are involved in them. 
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Israel’s warning 
to Egypt 


Cease-fire agreement 
in jeopardy 

The United Nations cease>fire agreement in the IVliddle 
East in Jeopardy last ii4^t as angry Israelis demanded 
retaliation against E^^t for sinking an Israel destroyer on 
Saturday. The United Smt^ are reported to have counselled 
Israel not to take military action. 


Tel Aviv, Oct, 23.— General 
Moshe Dayan, Israel Defence 
Minister, said tonight that Presi¬ 
dent Nasser resumed hostilities 
with braei when he ordered the 
missile attack on the destroyer 
Eilat oa Saturday. 

General Dayan compared the 
sinking of the Eilat to President 
Nasser’s action in dosing the 
Strait of 'Hran ^actly five months 
ago. 

He said: “Since &e destroyer 
was 14 mUes from the Egyptian 
coast there was no reason for the 
attack except one—^aie desire to 
resume hos^ties, like five mon^ 
ago. 

“We, too, will know how to 
move step after stop as we did 
then.” 

He added: “ It Is not difficult to 
violate the cease-fire and to fire. 
The (Suez) Canal is only 150 yards 
wade, but we have accepted the 
cease-fire and lived according to its 
rules.” 

Ten thousand mourners at the 
funeral of five of the Eilat vic tims 
heard Brigadier Shlomo Errel, the 
naval commander, declare in Haifa 
today: “The blo^ our comrades 
shed will not be forgotten, the 
account with the enemy wffi be 
settled.” 

General Itzhak Rabin, the Chief 
of Staff, was dso present as the 
five sailors were buried with full 
military honours. 

General Rabin also visited the 
48 men wounded in SaUirday’s 
attack, which killed 17 of the crew 
and left another 28 missing. 

Brigadier Aluf Yitzhak, captain 
of the EUat, today told how his 
crew opened fire with anti-aircraft 
guns in a vain attempt to divert 
two Soviet-built missfies homing 
on to his vessel off the Sinai coast 
on Saturday. 

Terrific impact 

The missiles, fired by Egyptian 
n^ile ships from Port Said, 
ripped into the vessel within 
seconds of each other to be 
followed by a third whidi sent her 
to the bottom. 

The first missile hit the boiler 
roewn in the heart of toe ship with 
a terrific impact, file captain said. 

Orders had been given to pump 
the water out when the second 
missile struck the engine room, 
power installations and the 
boilers, paralysing the whole ship. 

Cairo, Oct 23.—A Soviet mili¬ 
tary delegation, headed by Mar- 
shad Sokholov, Deputy Minister 
of Defence, has arrived here, the 
semi-official dafly Al Ahram 
reported today. 

The newspaper did not disclose 
the object of the visit but in Tel 
Aviv, Israel newspapers said that it 
indicated increased Russian con- 


tr<d over the Egyptian armed 
foit^ as well as an increase in 
Soriet arms aid.—Agence France 
Presse and Reuter. 

Our Cairo Correspondent 
writes:—^The Eilat was less than 
10 ^es from Eg>ptian defensive 

f osilaons on the cast bank of the 
Can^ and 11 miles from Port 
Said when Bg^timi rocket ships 
fired on her, Major-General 
Mustafa Kamel, a military spok«- 
man, said in Cairo this afternoon. 

He considered that the Elat 
was proceeding on an aggressive 
course. An Israel aircr^ was 
over Port Said at the time. 

General Kamel refiis^ to give 
the firmg range, but said he did 
not think die rocket ^ips mov^ 
far from Port Said harbour. He 
said that Egyptian crews did the 
firing, 

Washincfton. Oct 23.—The 
United States reportedly counsel¬ 
led^ Israel today not to t^e 
miUtary action in repr^ for 
Egypt’s sinking of the Braeli 
destroyer Eilat on Saturday. 

Mr. Dean Rusk, the Se^etary 
of State, and Israel’s Foreign 
Minister, Mr. Abba Eban, dis¬ 
cussed the incident during a 55- 
minuto meeting here .—New York 
Times News Service. 

Shadow over talks, and 
page S; special article, page 11. 


Science 

Report 

Nature-Times News Service, 
today, reports (page 9) on 
dating the Pleistocene period 
quasars, and hopping mice. 
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lientenaot-Gciieral Mohammad Fawai, Commander-k-Oiief of the Egyptiao armed forces (head of the 
oava. offlcers whose missile hoak saoh ^eTh?Jfflcem are (1^?^ 

Ahmed Shaker and First Lieutenant M^am Amin. ^ 


South Arabia 
appeal to 
Nasser 


FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
Aden, Oct. 23 

Senior officers of the South 
Arabian Anny and the police 
command today sent an urgent 
telegram to President Nasser, a^- 
ing him to use his influence with 
the leaders of the Front for flie 
Liberation of Occupied South 
Y«nen (Flosy) and ffie National 
Liberation Front (NXF.) to 
speed up the formation of a gov- 
enunent to take over from Britain 
in South Arabia after independ¬ 
ence. 

In their telegram, sent after a 

meeting, the officers reiterated 
that they recognized only Flosy 
and the N1.F. as representatives 
of the people of Souffi Arabia. 

“We are anxious tiiat the two 
Fronts should speedily form a gov¬ 
ernment to prevent a critical situation 
from exploding suddenly, resulting in 
renewed civil conflict”, they added. 

They also requested President 
Nasser to pass on the contents of 
their cable to the Flosy and N.L.F. 
leaders, who have been having talks 
in Cairo for nearly a fortnight. 

The absence of any progress reports 
on their talks is causing much un¬ 
easiness, which was heightened by last 
Friday’s press conference by 40 pro- 
Flosy officers «4io indirectly attacked 
the N.L.F., and accused Britain of 

fighting Flosy in South'Anitna. 



EILAT SHADOW ON 
CAIRO TALKS 

BY OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 


Venus ‘like 
hell-hole’, 


The sinking of the Israel 
destroyer Eilat has clearly been a 
heavy blow to rising British hopes 
that a settlement of the Middle 
East crisis might be set in train 
before long. 

A Foreign Office ^kesman 
said yesterday: “This incident is 
one in a long scries which v/e pro¬ 
foundly regret, especially with the 
loss of life involved. Against this 
background the British Govern¬ 
ment have been worWng hard witii 
others towards a general settle¬ 
ment. We hope this incident will 
not prejudice these efforts.” 

From less official comment 
yesterday it was obvious that the 
fear in Whitehall is precisely that 
this incident will in fact prejudice 
the progress it was hoped had 
begun to be made during Sir 
Harold Beeley’s visit last week to 
Cairo. 

Need for realism 

The statements being made by each 
ade are admittedly coveting but, on 
the baas that someone in a senior 
poation deliberately fired the missUes 
wWch sank the Eilat, nothing, it is 
argued, could have bera more stupid. 

It leaves Israel in a position iii 
which either she will hit back, or, if 
more sane counsels prevail, she is left 
standing before the United Nations 
I under no pressure, or at least feeling 
j no obligation, to make concessions 
; herself towards a settlement This 

, would be just when, after the Khar¬ 
tum meeting and the much more 
realistic Arab attitude which resulted 
from It, it was Israel’s turn to be 
realistic herself. , 

The incident itseOf should not neces- 
^nly prejudice the larogress made 
during Sir Harold Beeley’s t^ks 
towards a resumption of diplomatic 
relations between Britain and Egypt 

Sir Harold reported to Mr. Geroge 
Brown, the Foreign Secretary, yester¬ 
day morning. He was later preparing 
to fly hack to Geneva to his post as 
deputy head of the British delegation 
to the disarmament conference. 

Economic aid 

Sir Humphrey Trevelyan, the 
Bntish High Commissioner in Aden, 
who also returned to London on 
Sunday, was also in conference at the 
Foreign Office yesterday. The shoot¬ 
ing last week of a British 
information office and other terrorist 
incidents dearly call into question ffie 
policy of aid to. the future govern¬ 
ment of South Arabia. 

Sir Humhprey’s review of the 
situation during his talks in London 
is likdy, therefore, to decade both 


a date for withdrawal not later tiian 
January 9, and wheffier or not the 
offer of £60ffl. in economic aid over 
the next four years will be main¬ 
tained. It had been offered on the 
basis fiiat the future government 
would be reasonably friendly to 
British interests. 

Israel considers 
retaliation 

PROM OUR OWN CORKESPCffJDENT 

Tel Aviv, Oct. 23 

The Israel Government have been 
playing their cards close to the chest 
since the sinking of the destroyer 
off Port Said on Saturday. 

A decision has been taken “not 
to put up with it”, but thCTc is no 
indication about what is to be done 
and whra. Observers here feel the 
time for an immediam retaliation on 
a commensurate scale has pass^ and 
an over-reaction to the next minor 
incident appears more likely. The 
attitude here is that it is up to the 
Egyptians whether there is to be a 
cease-fire or not, and that if they 
have decided against it. they must 
be made to pay. 

Some obs^eTs thought tiie visit 
of the Soviet military mission to 
Cairo might be deterring Israel at 
present. There has b^ some 
speculation here about the extent of 
Soviet involvement in Saturday's 
incident 


US says 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDB^T 

Washinoton. Oct. 23 

A visitor to the surface erf the 
planet Venus would have the im¬ 
pression that he was in a hole 
above which the sun never set, 
according to infonnatioa gaffiered 
by the United States Mariner V 
space probe. 

Details of the findings, which in 
general bore out those gathered 

by the Soviet Union’s Venus IV 
last week, were released today 
by scientists at flie Jet Propukion 
laboratory in Pasadena. 
California. 

Dr. von R, Eshleman, a spokes¬ 
man for the laboratory, said of the 
planet: “It’s not just a hole, but 
a h^-hole. It’s like hell in tenns of 
temperature." A visitor, he said, 
would appear to be in a hole and 
the sun would travel round with him. 
Hiis ^ect, he explained, came from 
the heavy density of the atmosphere. 

While the Russians had reported 
that winds of six times hurricane 
force w'hipped across the surface of 
Venus, the American srieniists said 
that they had learned Kttle about the 
circulation of the planet’s atmosphere 
except that it seemed to circulate at 
a very rapid rate. 

No direct evidence of a planetary 
magnetic field was found by Mariner 
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Tbe siakiBg of tbe Hlat over 
weekend seems a raUier desperate Act 
of dcSaoce intended to raise intenia! 
Egyptian morale rather than to inflict 
any serious damage on Israel. 

A recent j^imey to Israel including 
an extensive tour of the newly occupied 
territoriira left the impreKion that, like 
it or not, She Israeli position is now 
really radier stronger than has been gen* 
eraHy ai^reciated. Tbe Isra^ Govern¬ 
ment is convinced that it is able to re- 
ftise to make any withdrawal undl the 
Arab governments sit down widi her 
at a peace conference. The I^elis con* 
uder tim diere is no econcunic pressure 
and no military fMve (except the Rus¬ 
sian or U3. amiies, whose arrival is 
unprobable) which is strong enough 
m make them abandon either this tough 
line or dleir complete reluctance to 
accept the paper pledges of any great 
power or the U.N., have proved 
unreliabk in tbe past. If the Arabs are 
not ready to rit down and t^ directly 
(and who can imagine it ?), then the pre¬ 
sent armistice lines will be allowed 
slowly to harden into frontiers, as indeed 
the 1949 lines did. 

The strength of tbe Uraeli position is 
econcmic as well as strategic. But the 
most important change is less tbe 
amount of territory conquered than 
the fact that Israel's frontiers have been 
cut by a third. The frontiers with 
Jordan and Egypt, as as being 
shorter, now foUow easily maintained 
boundaries—the Suez Cand and the 
lUver Jordan. The frontier with Syria 
is slightly longer than before but is now 
well on the other side of the okl 
Syrian fortificatiobs and stretches across 
the edge of tbe high Syrian plain. Fur¬ 
ther, whereas in the past Jordan and 
Egypt were within a snort distance of 
Tel Aviv (and, of course, of Israeli 
Jerusalem), with Syria dominaling the 
Israeli settlemenis in northern Galilee, 
the Israelis are now only bO miles, at 
Ismailiya, from Cairo and 30 or 
so from Amman and Damascus, at 
Jericho and £i Quneitra respectively. 
These strategic gams are so enormous 
that as time passes tbe security that 
they aflord will no doubt come to seem 
indispensable, even though in Marcn or 
April the 1M9 armistice lines might 
have been grudgingly accepted as 
workable, inevitable and, in practice, 
permanenL 

The newly occupied areas also offer 
some far from negligible economic 
prizes. The conquest of tbe Syrian 
Heights gives to Israel not only the 
famous labyrinth of Syrian fortifications 
but the unfinished cutting by 
Syria was attempting to divert (he Bani- 
yas stream, which constitutes one of the 

main feeds of tbe Jordan: the source 

of the Baniyas is itself now in Israeli 
hands. Israel also has now a new 10 
mile position along tbe Yannuk river 
to which the Baniyas was supposed to 
be divert^ and whirii also played the 
key role in Jordan's irrigation s^emes. 
In addition, the bleak Syrian Heists 
include much good wheat-growing land 
and their retention could perhaps render 
Israel seif-sutficient in wheat. Finally, 
so far as Syria is concerned, Israel holds 
30 miles of the Trans-Arabian under¬ 
ground oil pipeline whi^ runs up from 
the Persian Gulf; ±us, theoretically, the 
Jews as weU as the Arabs could now cut 
off Western Europe's oil, and not only 
at tbe Suez Canal 

EASIER FOR PILGRIMS 

Sinai at the same time has tbe im¬ 
mense attraction that tbe oil wells off 
Suez can make Israel an oil exporting 
country, instead of an oil importing 
one. The other potenfialifies of Sinai 
are not impressive (apart, perhaps, frMn 
some magnesite) but in the coastal 
region around £I Arish there is good 
soil, as was evident to the proponents 
of tbe early Zionist scheme for settle¬ 
ment there, though at the moment, with 
apparent over-pumping of water in ^e 
Gaza area (and salt water seeping into 
the fresh water reserves), little imme¬ 
diate possibilitv of adequate water. As 
for the West Bank of tbe Jordan valley, 
this was important in the past for 
tourism and for the winter vegetables 
and dairy produce which were sent to 
Amman, if Israel were in fact to hold 
on there, pilgrim tourism would be 
much easier than in tbe past, busloads 
of pilgrims being able to drive directly 
south from Nazareth and Galilee 
through Samaria to a united Jerusat^ 
and then to Bethlriiem and, for the ener¬ 
getic, Hebron. Lastly, tbe now deserted 
moonscape of Judea might, once again 
given Water, be resettled with a new 
generation of Kibbutz settlers, if fiiey 
became available. 

Tbe results of a census of tbe occupied 
areas have now been made public. This 
found that the total new Arab popula¬ 


tion of all tbe occupied areas is rather 
over a million, of whom about 70,000 
were in east Jerusalem (not technically 
reco^ized as an “ occupied area ”, hav¬ 
ing been fully merged with Israeli Jeru¬ 
salem); 600,000 people were found to 
be on file west bank, 6,400 on the Syrian 
Heights, 350,000 in the Gaza Strip 
(120,000 In the city of Gaza and 175,000 
in refugee camps) and 33.000 in Sinai, 
mostly in El Arish. The census makers 
also consider that the number of new 
refugees from file West Bank now in 
Jordan must be about 150,000 (compared 
with tbe figure of 200,000 estimated by 
The Times of October 9). If these 
figures are correct, and, despite a marked 
discrepancy with the most recent Egyp¬ 
tian estimate for the Gaza Strip, there 
seems no reason to suppose that they 
are not fliis means that, with the addi¬ 
tion of the 300,000 Arabs living in Israel 
before the war, there are now 1,385,000 
Arabs (including Druses, who constitute 
most of the 6,400 on the Syrian Heights) 
under Israeli control, compared with 
2,365,000 Jews. 

These proportions clearly are not, as 
I say, now acceptable to the vast 
majority of Israeli Jews. Indeed, even 
before fiie war there had been a nine- 
day panic when it had been predicted 
that with the old Arab population in 
pre-June Israel of 300,000, the swift rate 
of Arab reproduction would create an 
Arab majority in Israel by the end of the 
century. The census sufistics for the 
occupied areas lend weight to this 
apprehension. 

These demographic facts necessarily 
ensure that if and when the Arab 
governments come to file conference 
table, Israel would, without much doubt 
(fi^gh with much criticism from extre¬ 
mists), be prepared to give back the 
lion’s share of what she occupied in the 
first week of June. (This lion’s share, 
however, would certainly not include 
east Jerusalem, almost certainly not the 
Latrun salient, nor the Gaza Strip and 
probably not the Syrian Heights: nor 
evidently would Israel accept anything 
short of full rights of free passage 
through the Suez Canal and the Gulf 
of Aqaba, along with recognition of her 
permanent existence as a state.) 

In defatdt of a conference and a per¬ 
manent settlemeiK, it is dear that 
because of the problem of Arab popu¬ 
lation, there wifi be increasing support 
in Israel for one or other of fiie, at first 
si^t, rather curious schemes for an 
autonomous Arab state of Palestine to 
be set up under Israeli protection and 
concentrated on the West Bank. Thus 
one section of the Israeli Cabinet and 
many officials believe the solution to 
the “problem of the West Bank" as a 
donilitarized state to be concentrated, 
as the present Arab settlements and 
towns in the region are, on tbe west side 
of the watershed erf the hills of Samaria 
(the section of the area which gets most 
rain). 

This would still leave to Israel a long 
corridor IS miles wide along the Jordan 
itself, in the now deserted but apparently 
potenfiaUy prosperous desert of Judaea, 
where, it is somewhat wildly hoped, 
^ven a radical though scarcely impos¬ 
sible switch in Russian policy, some of 
the three million Russian Jews might be 
encouraged to reproduce what their 
^usins and predecessors did elsewhere 
in Palestine. Meantime, in “ Arab 
Palesfine ” a number of the Gaza and 


Jordan refugees—though not all of them 
—might be helped to resettle, making for 
a society of perhaps 900,(XXl Arabs, with 
a capital at Nabliis, in an area of about 
1,500 sauare miles, "this ” state ” would 
be demilitarized (like Auslriai and have 
access to the sea at Haifa and ideally 
to Amman, if Jordan were to agree. 
Israel proper would absorb, meantime. 
Gaza and the Arab town.s in the Ga/ i 
Strip as well as East Jerusalem, and just 
possibly Hebron ana beiUl.uBiit, wne.e 
there are many Christian Arabs, who are 
thought by some to be williog, if pressed, 
to join Israel for commercial reasons. 

'This scheme may seem far-fetched as 
well as highly discriminatory, but it is 
quite likely that In tbe short run Israel 
could get a number of Arab leaders to 
cooperate. 

The whole of this West Bahk is today 
in a state less of tension—though this 
will perhaps grow while its future 
remains unsettled—than of psycho¬ 
logical shock. Many of these people 
have in the past been listening to a 
great deal of bloody propaganda and 
it is a matter of shocked surprise to 
some of them no doubt that the Jews 
have not turned out as the rapists and 
murderers whom they had been led to 
expect. Some Arabs of Gaza and the 
West Bwk have been able to travel 
about with passes to visit their relations 
in Israel and for the first time since 1949 
Arabs from Gaza have visited the West 
Bank. 

In fact it is likely that a 
failure by the Arabs to negotiate peace 
now will simply lead to the slow accep¬ 
tance of the armistice lines of June, 
1967, as tbe permanent frontiers of 
Israel; probably to tbe development of 
an Israel nuclear deterrent; and to a 
permanent conventional threat posed 
by Israel to the main Arab capitals, so 
that the renewal of war would be as 
likely to find Israel in C:airo and Dam¬ 
ascus as Egypt in Tel Aviv. It is hard to 
imagine that the sulien frontier passages 
whi^ now constitute tbe l>order 
between Israel and her nei^bours could 
ever Me a viable Arab conventional 
offensive. There may be a risk of 
guerrilla activity in Israel directed from 
Syria, but could this be any worse or 
more effective than what occurred 
before, with smaller frontiers ? 

In the long run no doubt the most 
premising thing, in default of a peace 
settlement, would be for Israel to take 
a deep breath and boldly accept the maxi¬ 
mum territory and the maximum num¬ 
ber of Arabs. Although the idea for 
an Arab autonomous state seems more 
likely to gain support in Israel at tbe 
moment, it is anyway obvious that a 
considerable number of Arabs are likely 
to be added to Israel, whatever happens; 
the 70,000 Arabs of east Jeru^em, 
and 1 75,000 non-refugees from the Gaza 
Str^k, making a total of at least 550,000 
Arate—well over 20 per cent of the 
population, regardless of what happens 
to any of the refugees. This percentage 
perhaps represents the best hope of 
peaceful dialogue in tbe Middle East, 
if indeed anyone really wants it 

This last remark is made without any 
particular desire to provoke but the fact 
is that belligerency, and fairly frequently 
war, has been such a characteristic 
of the Middle East for so long that it is 
hard to imagine that anyone has rnlly 
thought what the consequences of even 
relative peace would be. 
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Suez oil refineries 
set on fire 


Israel and Egyptian guns 
in Canal duel 


FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT— Cairo, Oct. 24 


Large areas of Suez town were on fire tonight after Israel guns 
had carefully selected oil refineries and tank farms and other 
industrial targets for artillery attack. 

Israel artilleiy early this afternoon opened fire on oil storage 
depots and port installations south of Suez town and also on 
oil storage tanks in Suez itself, an Egyptian militaiy spokesman 
said. 


United Nations observers finally 
managed to arrange a cease-fire 
after four and a half hours of 
heavy shelling by both sides. The 
Egyptian Military Command 
claimed that an Israel Mirage jet 
fighter, a helicopter, 10 tanks, four 
armoured cars and five rocket 
launchers were destroyed, among 
a long list of other Israel 
equipment 

The United Arab Republic 
admitted to three soldiers killed and 
five^ wounded, and one tank hit. 
Civilian casu^ties were ^ven as 
three killed and 37 wounded, four 
critically. 

Our Tel Aviv Correspondent 
writes'. 

According to information here 
two of Egypt’s three refineries are 
at Suez and they process 80 per 
cent of the petroleum r efin ed in 
Egypt 

Oaim denied 

Some Israelis who had been 
forecasting a retaliatory action 
against Egypt for the sinking of 
the destroyer EUat considered the 
attack on the refineries to be the 
awaited punitive action, but Army 
headquarters here said it occurred 
during a typical border encounter, 
whldi, they maintained, had been 
started by the Egyptians. 

An E^ptian claim tiiat an 
Israel military aircraft had been 
shot down was denied here by 
Army headquarters, which said 
no aircraft had been involved in 
the fighting. 


Secrets staff 
will not be 
searched 

BY OUR POUnCAI. 

CORRESPONDENT 

For the second time in two 
years, the Government has 
rejected a suggestion from the 
Security Commission that only 
search procedures for civil servants 
** offer any real prospect of pro¬ 
viding a better safeguard for docu¬ 
ments ”. 

The si^gestioQ was made in the 
commission’s report, publisiicd 
yesterday, on the case of Miss 
Helen Mary Keenan, a temporary 
typist in the Cabinet Office, who 
was sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment for offences under 
the Official Secrets Act 
The commission sa)^ it remains 
convinced that no material im¬ 
provement can be made in 
guarding against amateur opera¬ 
tions, without the added 
deterrent of knowledge of the pos¬ 
sibility of encountering senne 
form of search- 
Secrets case eri’s gay Ufe, page 

2 . 


Schools hit 

Cairo, Oct. 24.—An Egyptian 
military spokesman said three oil 
storage tanks were aWaze in Suez. 
Other tanks at the oil refineries 
were still in flames late tonight 
Fire also broke out in a chemical 
fertilizer factory, but was confined 
and put out. Many houses and two 
schools were hit by Israel shells. 

Cairo. Oct 24.—^Eye-witnesses 
returning to Cairo toni^t reported 
that fires were spreading over a 
20-square-mile area of Suez. 
They said flames were leaping 
“ thousands of feet ” Id the air.— 
New York Times News Service. 

U.N. meeting called, page 4 . 
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Suez dispute 
at Security 
Council 


FROM OUR UNireO NATIONS 
CORRESFWDENT 
New York, Oct. 24 
Ihe Umtdd Nations Security 
Council met toi^^ to consider 
a complaint by Egypt about to* 
day’s "new, ipremedkated and 
flagrant aggression by Israel in* 
volvii^ the “concentraed shelling 
of the city area of Suez ”. 

Just tM^ore the meeting began, 
Israel also called on the Seoirity 
Council to consider “open aggres¬ 
sion “ Egypt culminating in to¬ 
day’s firing acrotf the Suez ^naL 
The United Arab Republic Note 
asserted that kiael’s action could 
not be conddered as anything less 
than a full-scak military operation, 
“ amounting to an act (A war against 
a member s^te “. 

Severe damage 

It furtiter alleged that die action 
coi^ not be called a retaliation for 
the unking of $t« Israel destroys 
Eilat “within U.A.R. territorial 
waters’*, because it amounted to a 
sustained attack against civil and 
industrial instaltanons, and not 
agdnst military targets. 

The artillery sbeUlng of the dty 
of Suez, the U.A.R. Note went on, 
had resulted in “extensive human 
losses and severe damage to the city 
which was almost demttilsbed ’’. 
Among the places shelled were the 
petroleum refineries in Suez, the 
N.A.S.A.R. plant for fertilizer, and 
harbour installations, all of which 
were ’’ completely or severely 
damaged ’’. 


Middle East to 
get U S arms 

FROM OUR OWN COIUtESPONDENT 
Washinoton, Oct. 24 

The State Department today an¬ 
nounced a partial lifting ot the 
restrictions of American arms to 
the Middle East to permit military 
aircraft to be sent to Isi^, Libya, 
and Morocco, and other items to 
Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, and 
Tunisia. 

Mr. Robert McCIoskey, the 
deparunent's spokesman, emphasized 
tiiat the stro was *’ not in any sense 
an oipen-ended decision nor an open¬ 
ing of the flood-gates". It had b«n 
taken in rart because it was realized 
that tile Sonet Union would supjtiy 
the needed equiiment to the Arab 
nations if the United States did not. 

As a result of the decision, made 
some time ago, Israel would receive 
Dou^as Skyhawk attadc bombers, as 
well as other equipment Jordan, 
which in the past lo^wd to die 
United States and Britain for mili¬ 
tary equipment, was not included, 
but Mr. McQoskey said that 
Jordan’s case was still “ under con¬ 
sideration ". 

Mr. Abba Eban, the Israel Foreign 
Minister, met President Johnson for 
an hour this evening for a discussion 
of the Middle East situation b^ore 
he left Washington to attend the 
United Nations Security Coun^ 
meeting in New York. On his 
departure from the White House, 
Mr. Eban told me that he and the 
President bad had '* a thorou^ and 
comprehensive exchange of views" 
on the latest crisis. He declined to 
give any further details of their con¬ 
versation. 


Negotiations plea 
for U S scholars 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 
New York, Oct. 24 

A group of 2,500 American aca¬ 
demics called for a negotiated peace 
in the Middle East in an advertise¬ 
ment published today in the New 
York Times. 

Hiey include two Nobel laureates, 
Dr. Felix Bloch and Dr. Arthur 
Komberg. both of Stanford Univer¬ 
sity. The chairman is Dr. Albert 
Sabin, and other notable names in¬ 
clude Hannah Arendt, Simon Bauer, 
Arthur Bums, Buell Gallagher, 
Harry Gideonse, Irving Horovitz, 
Seymour Lipset, Hans Morgenthan, 
Clinton Rossiier, Lionel Trilling, and 
Mark van Doren. 

The text says that 20 years of 
Arab refusal to meet with Israel at 
the conference table have resulted in 
three wars, each a potential threat 
to world peace. 

“The solution to the problem is 
not to be found by soldiers in 
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EGYPTIANS COUNT 
SUEZ COST 

From COLIN CHAPMAN—Suez, Oct. 25 


A dense pall of smoke, with 
tongues of flame flickering in 100ft. 
dragon-like bursts to the sky, is 
virtually all that is left today of 
the Nasr refinery. 

Next door 12 storage tanks of 
the Suez Oil Company refinery are 
also ablaze, spreading an orange 
glow over 30 miles of surrounding 
desert 

Mercifully for Egypt, the pro¬ 
duction plant of this refinery is 
stiU intact, although it will be some 
time before it is in use again. The 
refineries have a combined value 
of about £150m. 

In Suez the Egyptians are counting 
the cost of the three hours of non¬ 
stop shelling yesterday, which killed 
tluee people, injured 59. and scored 
direct hits on the harbour, mosque, 
school, and houses. 

In revenge for the Eilat’s sinking 
on Saturday, Israel struck a carefully 


aimed blow a* the Egyptian economy 
as savage as anything in Ae June 
war. An Egyptian officer said: “ It 
is easy to replace planes and tanks, 
but you cannot build a refinery in 
a few days.” 

The refineries provide Egypt with 
80 per cent of its oil. production. 
Ninety per cent of the output of 
these two refineries, four or five miles 
from the canal bank, flows by pape- 
line to Cairo. But if the blow is 
severe it is not mortal. There is 
one more refinery at Alexandria, and 
if Egypt’s allies have anything they 
have oil. 

In Cairo it is felt that the loss of 
the refinery means that the Suez 
Canal is now destined to stay shut 
for a long time to come. 

Suez Oct. 25. —The authoritative 
newspaper Al Ahram in Cairo today 
carried a report that Soviet naval 
units were due in Port Said tomorrow 
on a friendly visit— Reuter. 


South Arabia 
expecting 
new date 

FROM OOR CORRESPONDENT 

Aden, Oct. 25 

The South Arabia National 
Front for Liberation of Occupied 
South Yemen CNL.F.) would be 
ready to receive South Arabia’s 
independence from Britain should 
she decide to grant it earlier than 
the scheduled date of next January 
9, Abdullah al Khameri, a mwnber 
of the N.L.F. general command, 
told journalists today in Zingibar. 

It is widely expected here that Sir 
Humphrey Trevelyan, the British 
High Commissioner, on his return 
from London, will announce a new 
date for independence to spur the 
leaders of N.L.F. and Flo^ (Front 
for the liberation of Occupied South 
Yemen) to reach early agreement on 
the fonnation of a govemmenL , 
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Lesson satisfies Israelis 

From MOSHE BRILLIANT, Tel Aviv, Oct. 25 


After their devastation of 
Egypt’s big industrial complex in 
Suez yesterday, the Israelis appear 
satisfied that they have made ftieir 
point and that the situation on the 
Israel'Arab borders cau now re¬ 
turn to normal. 

Israel forces involved in yester¬ 
day’s three-hour artillery duel 
across the southern end of the 
Suez Canal held their fire today, 
and dismissed sporadic Egyptian 
shots across the waterway as 
trigger-happiness. The Egyptians 
also fired anti-aircraft guns during 
the morning, and the Israelis said 
the gunners may have shot at one 
of Sieir own aircraft, as there 
were no Israel aircraft about. 

The soldiers in Sinai looked across 
the waterway at the pillar of cloud— 
reminiscent of the one that the Bible 
says their ancestors saw while cross¬ 
ing the desert in their flight from 

Egyi>tian bondage—and hoped the 
blasting of the refineries and other 
industrial enterprises would induce 
the Egyptians to refrain from invit¬ 
ing further punishment 

The sinking on Saturday of the 
destroyer Eilat, with a loss of 47 
lives, was the greatest Arab victory 
over Israel in 20 years, and the feel¬ 


ing here was that a massive response 
was necessary to deflate the Egyp¬ 
tians and shatter any illusions that 
might have arisen. 

The Israelis insist that the 
Egyptians at Port Ibraihim started 
the shooting, but there is no denying 
that the action at Suez took into 
account the sinking of the Eilat 

The Israelis regard the cease-fire 
arrangement as advantageous to 
them, since the truce lines are far 
from the border settlements harassed 
by the yyabs for 19 years. Now 
Arab cities are vulnerable. The 
shelling of Suez was designed to con¬ 
vince President Nasser that it would 
be prudent to observe the cease-fiie. 

King Husain at 
the Elysee 

PROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

Paris, Oct. 25 

King Husain of Jordan had three- 
quarters of an hour alone with Gen¬ 
eral de Gaulle and an interpreter this 
afternoon, after lunching vrith the 
General at the Elysde. Eleven people 
were present at the luncheon, includ¬ 
ing M. Couve de MurviUe, the French 
Foreign Minister. 
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Printing House Square, London, E.C.4. Telephone : 01-236 2d00 

HALF A CEASE-FIRE 


Everybody—^not least the Egyptians— 
expected the Israelis to hit back after 
their destroyer Eilat had been sunk Hst 
Saturday. But nobody—certainly not 
the Egyptians—can be sure that rrfalia- 
tion is now over. By any eye for eye 
standard, knocking out perhaps half 
Egypt’s oil refining capacity and killing 
a good number of civilians mi^t be 
thought equal to the loss of a destroyer 
with forty-five members of its crew. On 
the other hand, the present mood in 
Israel may not be satisfied with what 
looks in a way like only a large scale 
version of the cross-Canal firing that has 
been going on for a long time. The 
Israelis may yet hit back harder some¬ 
where else. These grim calculations 
reflect the hopelessness of the present 
situation, where a cease-fire is used by 
both sides to build up their armaments 
and not to negotiate. 

The position would be slightly less 
hopeless if the motives of either Egypt¬ 
ians or Israelis were clear and consistent. 
But they are not. The affair of the 
Eilat remains extremely odd. Israel 
insists that the sinking was a deliberate 
provocation, an act of war; Egypt that 
the Eilat was “ on an aggressive course ”. 
It is quite possible that since Jime all 
Arab commands have been obsessed 
with a fear of being once again caught 
off their guard, and that they were 
ordered, when in doubt, to open fire. 
Tension had been moimting in the Suez 
Canal zone—indeed, ‘ in the whole 
Middle East—during the past few weeks. 
There had been a lot of talk about 
another roimd of fighting. Each side 
suspected the other of planning to start 
it What has happened is just as likely 
to be the result of nervous reflexes on 
both sides of the cease-fire line as a 
carefully planned and timed assault 


. It is obviously much «sier: to start 
an exchange of violence sUch as the last 
week has seen than to stop it The Arabs 
everywhere haVe.been; much heartened 
by the Eilat sinkihg. They take it as 
proof that they are far from being a 
crushed people on whom terms can be 
imposed. Israel feels obliged not to let 
this mood of Arab elation grow. Hence 
the need for a distinct military counter¬ 
blow, or for a diplomatic success, or 
bofli. 

The Seciirity Council is now quite pro¬ 
perly trying to face the situation. It is 
not likely to get anywhere if it tries to 
agree on who is to blame for this latest 
trouble; its immediate function is rather 
to restore, extend, and exploit the cease¬ 
fire arranged in June. The best way in 
which the second phase of the cease-fire 
could be made less ineffective than the 
first would be to hasten the dispatch of 
a strong representative of the Secretary- 
General to the area. Although the 
parallel is not exact, this was what gave 
meaning to the 1948 armistice. 

Such a mission might be able to 
pick up such threads of conciliation as 
exist. Arab and Israel representatives 
might be able to meet imder its 
auspices. The Israelis could take this 
as the direct negotiations they want; 
the Arabs could emphasize die United 
Nations context. In the absence of 
any such mission the present U.N. 
observers on the spot are going to 
remain incapable of doing more than 
watch the shells falling round them. It 
is still a reasonable calculation that 
Egypt and Israel want some form of 
accommodation rather than an escala¬ 
tion of the fighting. But this calcula¬ 
tion will not necessarily remain true, 
as there are Arabs and Israelis who 
would prefer to keep the U.N. out. 
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RUSSIA CLAIMS IT 
SAVED EGYPT 

Naval role in Middle East 

BY OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 


Soviet representatives in differ¬ 
ent capitals are claiming that it is 
Russian intervention which has 
saved Egypt from a fresh attack 
by Israel. TTiey point to the immi¬ 
nent arrival of Soviet ships in Port 
Said and Alexandria, and say that 
before this Israel was preparing to 
mount a full-scale offensive along 
the Suez Canal. 

This line—similar to Mr. 
Khrushchev’s line about rockets 
on London in 1956^—^is obviouslv 
meant to have a strong impact 
among the Arabs. It remains 
rather thin, however. 

Israel’s decision to take massive 
retribution by destroying the 
refineries at Suez would seem to dis¬ 
prove any intention to launch any 
full-scale attack. 

Nevertheless the facts are that 
the claim is now openly being made 
and that Soviet naval vessels are on 
the point of arrival at Port Said. 
What is important is that if the 
Israelis were to attack across the 
canal, Russia frc«n now on would be 
directly involved. This, then, is a 
change in the Middle East situation. 
It is to be explained by the fact 
that Soviet diplomacy is still smart¬ 
ing from the apji^ling reverse of the 
Jtine tvar, when, it is believed, some 
32 Soviet officers, nominally 
“advisers” but in fact controlling 
units of the Syrian Army, were cap¬ 
tured by the Israelis and then (except 
for three or four woimded men) re¬ 
leased at once, since they seemed to 


the Israelis too hot, as it were, to 
hold. Until a short time ago the 
wounded officers were being treated 
secretly in Israel 

Clearly the Soviet Government 
may well have decided, after the loss ‘ ^ 
also of vast stores of Soviet arms and 
equipment that they had no choice 
but to restore the position of their 
Arab clients and that they must 
guard directly against a second 
reversal of the same kind. 

Situation more tense 

change clearly makes the 
Middle East situation much more 
tense. It leaves the United Arab 
Republic uncomfortably dependent 
upon the Soviet Union, but protected 
from complete calamity. Since the 
status quo suits Israel as well as any 
solution which could be negotiated, 
the present situation could ivell 
harden along the June armistice lines 
just as happened with the armistice 
lines of 1948. 

However, perhaps before the 
situation has become too rigid, it 
will be in the interests of the Arabs 
to force the issue, and press Israel 
to accept withdrawals. The Russian* 
will not wish this to get so out of 
hand that a real confrontation 
between the Arabs and Israel* 
backed respectively by the Soviet 
Union and the United States, becomes 
inevitable, but it looks as though a. 
campaign of subversion across Sinai 
and from Jordan and Syria could 
well come in the winter. 
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Suez Canal closure costing 
Britain £20ni monthly 


MR. MARTEN (Banbury, C.) 
asked the Prime Minister for an 
assurance that no further financial 
aid would be given to Egypt until 
such time as the President of Egypt 
had opened the. southern end of the 
canal and let out the ships which 
were trapped there? 

MR. HAROLD WILSON (Huy- 
ton. Lab).—^The Foreign Secretary 
has already taken up with the 
Egyptian Foreign Secretary the 
need for urgent action to open up 
the southern end, even in advance 
of what all of us want—a general 
opening of the canal to shipping 
of all nations. 

1 will certainly give consideration 
to what the hon. gentleman has 
said, but we have not seen any 
suggestion at all over financial aid 
to Egypt and I think the other 
question is certainly more urgent 
than any settlement which would 
involve financial aid. 

SIR ALEC DOUGLAS-HOME 
(Kinross and West Perth, C.).—Can 
we take it that no commitment has 

been made to anybody in South 
Arabia as to economic assistance 
following the withdrawal of British 
troops from Aden and South 
Arabia ? 

MR. WILSON.—That is a different 
question. We did undertake to the 
previous Government in South 
Arabia to provide certain aid, but 
of course there is now a new 
situation which we are considering. 

SIR KNOX CUNNINGHAM 
(Antrim. South, U.U.) asked the 
Prime Minister what steps he had 
taken in consultation with the 
Prime Ministers of the Common¬ 
wealth and the President of the 
United States of American to en¬ 
sure the unmolested use of the 
Suez Canal by international 
shipping. 

MR. WILSON. — The House 
will recognize the acute difficulty 
we are facing in our efforts to get 
the Suez Canal open. We are in 
close and direct touch with all the 
Governments concemei and also 
playing a full part in the United 
Nations consideration of this 
question. 

Certainly, it is our view that any 
lasting settlement in the Middle 
East must provide for freedom of 
passage in international waterways 
for the ships of all nations. 

It is, of course, intolerable (ha 
said) that any nation should keep the 
canal closed to international ship¬ 
ping. It is also intolerable that any 
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nation on either side should not co¬ 
operate in creating the conditions 
under which, with good will, this 
canal could be opened 

We have put forward proposals 
under which there could be a with¬ 
drawal from the canal, and an 
opening of the canal, and we could 
then move forward to studying 
some of the broader and more 
l 9 ng standing issues, such as the 
right of all nations, including Israel 
to use the canal, and the refugee 
question. For people to insist on 
standing on their rights, to get 
what they want, I think would be 
intolerable. 

‘ Pathetic 
irrelevance ’ 

MR. HEATH (Bexley, C.) asked 
what was the cost per month to 
the British balance of payments 
caused by the closure of ffie canal 

MR. WILSON.—'H is a serious 
cost, although I think that cost 
will shortly be diminished. I think 
I should answer the right hon. 
gentleman frankly—(cries of “Oh”) 
—1 think I could follow abundant 
precedent in both Governments and 
say that it is not in the national 
interest, but it is a fair question— 
that during the period of closure 
so tar the cost to Britain has been 
something in the order of £20m. 
a month. That is the estimate we 
can make. 

This will fall, even if the canal 
remains closed, because in the 
early months we had to buy a lot 
of very expensive oil in non- 
Middle East areas, and' also be¬ 
cause B.P., for example, who were 
very much under-tankered, had to 
charter large tankers at expensive 
rates. These rates are falling. 

This figure will fall, but it is an 
intolerable cost to this country, 
just as it is to other countries. 

MR. LUBBOCK (Orpington, L.). 
—In view of the fact that it has 
now become cheaper to take oil 
in 200,000 ton tankers around the 
Cape than it is in much smaller 
tankers through the Suez Canal, 
would it matter very much, in the 
long term if the canal remained 
closed permanently 7 

MR. WILSON.—It is not in our 
interest, and certainly not in 
Egypt’s interest, to see the canal 
remain closed. At the same time, 
anyone who thinks we are in a 

position to be blackmailed by the 
continued closure of the canal is 
wrong. The continued growth of 
big tankers for oil traffic is making, 
very soon, the Suez Canal a rather 
pathetic irrelevance. 

Certainly, it is the intention of 
the Government, as I indicated 
some months ago, to see that we 
take all measures necessary to get 
necessary oil to this country with¬ 
out being dependent on a canal 
which is subject to the political 
whims of ffie people on both sides. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 


Israel stands by 
cease-fire pact 

Orders to Suez troops 

From MICHAEL WOLFERS-Tel Aviv, Oct. 27 


The sinking of the Israel 
destroyer Eilat by the Egyptians 
challenged the entire cease-fire 
agreement. General Moshe 
Dayan, Israel Defence Minister, 
said here today. 

He declared at a press confer¬ 
ence that it vf?is a flagrant viola¬ 
tion because the Eilat did not 
enter Egyptian territorial waters, 
approach Port Said, open fire or 
head for Egyptian positions. 

In spite of this, Israel stfll 
regarded the cease-fire agreement 
as fully in force. It was in the 
interests of both parties to keep 
the agreement until something 
better, like a peace treaty, could 
be made. 

General Dayao said he had 
visited Israel positions on Suez to 
check the orders and behaviour of 
Israel &oops. The orders were that 
if the Egyptians opened fire 
sporadically Israel should not reply 
immediately, but wait in case the 
first firing was an accident or 
mistake. 

Two wars still on 

Asked if the destruction of the Suez 
oil refineries had been revenge for 
the Eilat, General Dayan said that 
this shelling came after the Egyptians 
had fired first in another exchange 
but “our soldiers probably looked 
for better targets”. Replying to a 
question about the presence of 
Russian warships in Egyptian ports 
be said that Israel had no objection 
provided the Egyptians did not use 
the Russian presence as a cover to 
act against the cease-fire. 

The cease-fire lines on the Syrian 
and Jordan fronts were being 


observed, but two wars were itill 
being fought—the more dangerous 
one wlh the Syrian terrorist organi¬ 
zation El Fatah, and the second with 
the resistance movement on file west 
bank of the Jordan. 


Russian warships 
at Alexandria 

Alexandria, Oct 27.— Sups of 
the Soviet fleet, comprising two sub¬ 
marines, one Mgate, and a cvm- 
munications ship, arrived here today 
for what the authorit^ve Cairo 
newspaper AI Ahram has described 
as a ” cordial visit 

Other Soviet fleet \mits, including 
a cruiser and a troopship, arrived at 
Port Said. 

ITie oil fires in the Suez refineries 
started by Israel shelling on Tuesday 
were extinguished today. The 
E^ptian Middle East News Agency 
said President Nasser had ordered 
honours and medals for all people 
who took part in the fire-fitting. 

Cairo, Oct. 27. —The editor of 
Al Ahram, Mohammad Hassanein 
Heykal, disclosed that 280 officers 
of the Egjrptian Army have been 
cashiered since the June war. 

Mr. Heykal said that E^pt must 
drop ideas of “ total victory ” over 
Israel. “ It is no longer a c^uestion 
at the present stage of impoang our 
will on the enemy, but rather of 
preventing the enemy from imposing 
his on us. 

” It is no longer a question of 
winning total victory, as we wanted 
to do before June 5, but rather of 
preventing the enemy from com¬ 
pleting his victory.”—Reirtcr and 
Agence France Presse. 



Egyptians greeting a Soviet destroyer ohicli arrived at Port Said yesterday with other Soviet 
Several Russian vessels also arrived at Alexandria. 


warsiups. 


M KEY: TIME FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS 


FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT-Brussels, OcL 27 


The status of sterling represents 
a great opportunity for Europe, 
Lord Chalfont said here tonight 
at a dinner celebrating the twen- 
tierii birthday of the European 
League for Economic Coopera¬ 
tion. 

Lord Chalfont virtually chal¬ 
lenged France to adopt a truly 
European attitude on the currency 
question. Europe's own pro¬ 
gress, he said, is in dangesr of 
being held up bv the delav in 


ters should be able to finish its 
discussions before the end of this 
year and negotiations could flien 
begin. The Ministers* discussions 
must not be a substitute for negotia¬ 
tion. Solution to the many problems 
must be discussed with Great Britain 
and the other candidates. 

In his view, solutions could be 
found and the European Community 
thus enlarged would be able to play 
its predestined part in the world not 
only in the commercial field but also 
in the economic and technolo^cal 


Police in 
Madrid 
clashes 

FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

Madrid. Oct. 27 
Riot police broke up an 
attempted demonstration by 
several thousand workers and 
students around the Atocha rail' 
way §lation here tonight. 

Supported by mounted police, 
the helmeted squads, carri^ out 
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Nasser still hopes 
for UN action 

Doubts on Suez oil position 

From RAWLE KNOX—Cairo, Oct. 29 


President Nasser has had a 
busy weekend with foreign diplo¬ 
matists and members of his own 
Forei^ Ministry trying to assess, 
in spite of U Thant’s pessimism, 
what chance there may still be of 
a Security Council resolution on 
the, Middle East to which the 
United Arab Republic can agree. 

However, as her delegation at 
the United Nations has again 
been instructed not to accept any 
resolution that does not include 
an Israel withdrawal to the June 
4 positions, the measure of un¬ 
easiness in Cairo is fairly obvious. 

President Nasser knows that he 
can expect no such clear-cut state¬ 
ment from the Security Council 
and yet it is a Security Council 
resolution that he wants because 
it would be binding on the United 
States, which would be morally 
bound to put some pressure on 
Israel. 

The United Arab Republic 
knows she can get plenty of support 
if the issue is referred back to the 
General Assembly but that it wM be 
in words rather than action. 

Army’s deficiencies 

In Cairo more and more people 
both in Government and business are 
talking about the need for “ anotha* 
round ” with the Israelis. Yet this, 
too, is unrealistic, as is tacitly 
admitted. 

The Israelis have got as far as they 
want, in spite of the occasional re¬ 
marks by General Moshe Dayan, the 
Israel Defence Minister, about attack¬ 
ing Arab capitals, and the U.A.R. no¬ 
where has an adequate offensive posi¬ 
tion. In Egypt there is still much 
Army regrouping and retraining to be 
done. 

Usually at the end of the long 
coffee sessions the consensus is that 
the present stalemate may last a long 
time, a situation that neither suits the 
Arab temperament nor the Arab 
prospects of getting rid of the Israel 
presence. 

The arrival of ships of the Russian 
Mediterranean Fleet at Alexandria 
and Port Said over the weekend has 
caused some jubilation, but is of no 
special significance. Egypt is now 
the main shore base for this fleet It 
perhaps provides a certain negative 
defence. 

After the sinking of the Israel 
destroyer Eilat, the U.A.R. naval 
authorities were convinced that Israel 
would try an attack on Port Said but 
that the discovery of one Russian 
naval tug, left behind there by the 
fleet, had decided Tel Aviv not to 
risk the diplomatic hazard. 


j Also this weekend Egyptian cx- 
I perts were assessing the losses to 
U.A.R. oil supplies after last Tues¬ 
day’s Israel attack on Suez. No 
shortage is visible so far, probably 
because the Government immediately 
announced that it had three month’s 
slocks of refined fuel in hand. Foreign 
observers do not believe this and 
even tihink that three weeks might be 
a hi^ estimate. However, garage 
keepers have not refused to fill up 
any car, though they turned away the 
assorted containers presented to them 
on the day after the attack. 

Thou^ the U,A.R. lost half of its 
supply of crude during the war in 
the Sinai wells, fiirther production 
has brou^t the present supply up 
to three-quarters of the original. 
There is, however, no means of 
refining it, as tankers are in short 
supply and, geographically, after the 
closure of the Canal, only^ Libya is 
in a position to bring quick relief. 

The Government, however, does 
not appear to be unduly worried 
President Nasser told a visitor last 
week that the refinery damage was 
not as bad as had been ima^ned and 
that Suez would be on full stream 
again in two months. But &e oil 
experts are well aware that what the 
Israelis have done once they are quite 
capable of doing again; that without 
a ^litical or nulitary settlement Suez 
remains as vulnerable as ever. 

Britain fails to 
convince 

FROM OUR SPEaAL CORRESPONDENT 
Tel Aviv. Oct. 29 

Mr. Ediward Short, the British 
Postmaster General, affirmed Bri¬ 
tain’s interest in Israel when he 
arrived in Tel Aviv this weekend to 
represen/t the Government at this 
week’s celebrations of the fiftietii 
anniversary of the Balfour declara¬ 
tion on the Jewish claim to a national 
home in Palestine. 

He told reporters that Britain’s 
relations with Israel would not be 
prejudiced by the approaches to 
E(g 3 ^t, and that Britain still hoped 
for a general Middle East settlement. 

There is. however, considerable 
scepticism in Israel Government 
circles about the value of British 
protestations, coinciding with over¬ 
tures to Cairo. The Israel Govern¬ 
ment stands firmly by its declared 
policy of direct negotiations with the 
Arabs, and there is little hope here 
that Britain could play any specially 
constructive part in easing the Aral> 
Israel conflict 
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THE COST OF SUEZ 

From Mr. Douglas Hay don 

Sir,—We are accustomed to hearing in 
reports of war and revolution from many 
parts of the world that oil refineries have 
been ^t ablaze and we are used to seeing 
the picmres of each new inferno flashed 
on to our television screens. May I stress 
one aspect of what your Correspondent in 
Suez calls (October 26) “ a carefully aimed 
blow at the Egyptian economy It would 
appear that in thousands of Egyptian homes 
the primus stoves of the poor will Lave 
been put out of action for the time being. 
Now the primus is for the great majority 
of the people the sole means of cooking, 
the only way even a pan of water can be 
heated. Most of the bakers also depend 
on kerosene and bread is still the staff of 
life in a country like Egypt, as it has ceased 
to be in the West. 

AU this adds up to fresh privation, but 
it has a further importance. In the past 
20 years it has been Palestinians who have 
been twice driven from their homes, and it 
has been the people of Jordan, Syria, and 
Lebanon who have felt themselves 
threatened by Israel. Now the question 
of Israel is being brought into the homes of 
the Egyptian people with a greater impact 
than ever in the past. Your Tel Aviv 
Correspondent says (October 26) “ the 
Israelis appear satisfied that they have made 
their point” It may be doubted whether 
they quite realize what point they have 
made. 

Yours faithfully, 

DOUGLAS HAYDON. 

Al-Bayt, Foley Rbad, Clay gate, Surrey. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 


Israel plane ‘ shot 
down ’ by Syria 


Rising tide of unrest 


From NICHOLAS HERBERT—Beirut, Oct. 30 

Syria said today it had shot down one of four Israel aircraft 
which violated Syrian air space this morning. The claim was denied 
in Tel Aviv. 

The Damascus statement, issued by a military spokesman, said 
an air battle lasting a few minutes had been fought, during which 
one Israel aircraft was seen to crash over the southern part of 
the Jebel al-Shaikh. 


Britain gets 
UAR view 
on crisis 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
Cairo. Oct. 30 

The United Arab Republic has 
conveyed to Britain her views on 
proposals being discussed at the 
United Nations in an attempt to 
solve the Middle East crisis. 

The Egyptian views were con¬ 
tained in a Note to Mr. Brown, 
the Foreign Secretary, handed yes¬ 
terday to the head of the British 
interests section at the Canadian 
Embassy here by the Egyptian 
Foreign Ministry. 

The Ministry also summoned the 
Canadian and Danish envoys in 
Cairo last night and informed them 
of Egypt’s rejection of the Canadian- 
Danish draft resolutld$. 

Hussein El-Shafei, one ^ Egypt’s 
Vice-Presidents, left Cairo today on 
a three-day visit to Saudi Arabia 
during which he will discuss with 
King Faisal the latest Middle East 
developments. 


Spain replies to 
Britain 

BY OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 
The Foreign Office have now 
received a Note from the Spanish 
Government replying to the proposal 
of October 20 that talks should be 
resumed between Britain and Spain 
on relations b^ween the two 
countries, including the problem of 
Gibraltar. 

The Spanish reply is now being 
studied. It is und^tood to refer 
to the subject matter of talks in a 
way which looks as if the Spanish 
Government is interested only in 
discussing a transfer of sovereignty 
to Spain. 


The alleged incident coincided 
with a rising tide of newspaper 
comment in Syria and Egypt, 
suggesting that the United States 
was preventing a peacrful settle¬ 
ment of the Middle East crisis. 

Damascus radio and press said this 
morning that President Johnson was 
determined to bringdown progressive 
Arab regimes, and newsi»pers in 
Beirut and Bagdad advocated pre¬ 
parations for war. 

In Cairo it was stated that Egypt 
could go no farther towards a politi¬ 
cal settlement than the Indian pro¬ 
posal at the United Nations, which 
calls for an Israel withdrawal behind 
its June frontiers and an end to 
belligerency in the area. The Indian 
resolution would also have the 
Security Coundl reaffirm the rights 
of all states to enjoy political inde¬ 
pendence, national sovereignty and 
territorial mtegrity. 

According to authoritative Al 
Ahram, “ The U.A.R. is not prepared 
to move one step further, whatever 
the price may be and will accept 
no solution j^oviding for less than 
total Israel withdrawal. 

Tiring of words 

The impression continues to grow 
that another round of fighting is the 
most likely sequel to last week’s ex¬ 
cesses, and Al Ahram suggested that 
Egypt was tiring of the discussions 
at the United Nations. It said that 
Mr. Mahmoud Riad, the Foreign 
Minister, would be withdrawn from 
New York if the United States suc¬ 
ceeded in blocking all efforts to reach 
a solution in the Security ^uncil. 

President Nasser was presiding 
over a meeting of the Cabinet today 
to discuss the atuation, and a com¬ 
mittee has been formed to handle the 
international aspects of ffie crisis. 
This consists of Mr. Riad, his deputy, 
Mr. Ahmed Hassan al Fikky, and 
Dr. Mahmoud Fawzi, the President’s 
special adviser on foreign affairs. 


Jakarta. —Seven people died and 
40 others were taken to hospitel after 
eating peanut cake in Purwokerto, 
centi^ Java, according to press 
reports. 
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Britain gets 
UAR view 
on crisis 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
Cairo. Oct. 30 

The United Arab Republic has 
conveyed to Britain her views on 
proposals being discussed at the 
United Nations in an attempt to 
solve the Middle East crisis. 

The Egyptian views were con¬ 
tained in a Note to Mr. Brown, 
the Foreign Secretary, handed yes¬ 
terday to the head of the British 
interests section at the Canadian 
Embassy here by the Egyptian 
Foreign Ministry. 

The Ministry also summoned the 
Canadian and Danish envoys in 
Cairo last night and informed them 
of Egypt’s rejection of the Canadian- 
Danish draft resolutfdS. 

Hussein El-Shafei, one ^ Egypt’s 
Vice-Presidents, left Cairo today on 
a three-day visit to Saudi Arabia 
during which he will discuss with 
King Faisal the latest Middle East 
developments. 
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ISRAEL INSISTENT 
ON DIRECT TALKS 

From MICHAEL WOLFERS—Tel Aviv, Oct. 30 


Mr Eshkol, the Israel Prime 
Minister, reaffirmed Israel's insis¬ 
tence on direct negotiations with 
the Arabs when he opened the 
autumn session of the Knesset 
(Parliament) in Jerusalem today. 

He spoke also of Russian arms 
to Egypt and Syria, and com¬ 
mented that these might encourage 
Egypt to further steps. 

Mr. Eshkol appealed to France to 
lift her arms embargo, arguing that 
the strengthening of Israel now 
might strengthen the possibilities for 
Middle East peace. 

In Tel Aviv, Israel’s Chief of State, 
General Rabin, today presented 
aA\ards for bravery during the war. 

Jerusalem, Oct 30. —^Mr. Eshkol. 
referring to what he termed the 
formulae and declarations of those 
who wish ** to turn die clock back ”, 
said:— 

“ It is the duty of the Security 
Council and the General Assembly to 
refram from any step which will make 
it difficult for Israel to conduct 
negotiations with her neighbours for 
the achievement of an agreed peace.” 

Mr. l^hkol told the House that 
the peoples of the world must remem¬ 
ber that on the eve of the war Israel 


had faced an aggressive triple 
alliance ” and that a mighty war 
machine was arraigned against her on 
three fronts. 

Defining Israel’s present policy, 
Mr. Eshkol said: “ The situation 
which reigned in the Middle East 
before the fifth of June (the day war 
broke out) shall never be restored.” 

A series of terrorist incidents last 
night in Israel’s Beiti-Shean valley 
were reported by the Israel Army 
today —Reuter, 


Yemen peace 
move 

FROM OTO CORRESPONDENT 

Aden, Oct. 30 

President Sallal decided today to 
form a national reconciliation com¬ 
mittee to solve the Yemen problem 

A South Arabian Army spokes¬ 
man said tonight that Wahidi state 
feE to the National liberation Front 
(N.L.F.) ou Saturday, and the Upper 
Aulaqi Shaikhdom yesterday. The 
N.L.F. now seem to be in con¬ 
trol of all South Arabia except Upper 
Aulaqi Sultanate and Aden state. 
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ITie former chief of the Egyptian Air Force and three of his senior conunanders on trial before a Cairo military conrt. Left to right; Air 
Marshal Muhammad Sidky Mahmoud, Air Marshal Gamal Afify, Air Vice-Marshal Hamid el-Dogeidy, and Air Vice-Marshal Ismail 
Labib. Right: President Nasser at prayer in a Cairo mosque on the anniversary of the ascent to heaven of the Prophet. 


AIR MARSHALS ON 
TRIAL IN CAIRO 


A punishment 
without end 
in S Africa 

JOH-ANNESflURGH. Oct. 31.—^FivS 
years of the loneliness and isola¬ 
tion of house arrest' end at 
midnight tonight for a grey- 
haired, 62-year-oId woman—and 
five more start all over again. 

For Mrs. Helen Joseph, a socio¬ 
logist born in Midhurst, Sussex, who 
came to South Africa in 1930, it 
means a continuation of an e.xistsnce 
•SO restricted that she cannot leave 
her horns at night or at weekends. 
She cannot have friends in to visit 
her. cannot go to church on Sunday, 
and cannot leave Johannesburg even 
for a holiday. 

‘‘ Five years of civil death ”, Sir 
dc Villiefs Graaff, the Opposition 
leader has called it. A'nd the 
Johannesburg Star declared in an 
editorial; “Punishment without end 
is now joining punishment without 
trial as a feature of life in Nationalist 
South Africa.” 

Mrs. Joseph, a divorcee living 
alone, was the first person to be 
banned and put under house arrest 
without trial five years ago because 
she was alleged to have been further¬ 
ing the aims of comrnunism. A 
founder member of the now out¬ 
lawed South African Congress of 
Democrats, she had been among the 
accused in the country’s marathon 
treason trial in the late fifties. 

No holiday 

Mrs. Joseph had planned an "at 
home ” with friends in her house at 
midnight tonight to celebrate what 
she hoped would be the end of her 
long isolation, but she had to cancel 


Cairo. Oct. 31.—Air Marshal 
Muhammad Sidky Mahmoud, 
Egypt’s Air Force commander dur¬ 
ing the Arab-lsrael war in June, 
has been put on trial before a mili¬ 
tary court here, charged with 
responsibility for the military set¬ 
backs in the fighting. 

Three other senior Air Force 
officers also appeared before the 
court on the same charges. The 
proceedings yesterday—disclosed 
for the first time in today’s press 
—were adjourned until November 

n. 

The three other men accused were 
named as Air Marshal Gamal Afify, 
Air Vice-Marshal Hamid el- 
Dogeidy, and Air Vice-Marshal 
Ismail Labib. All had been retired. 

Cairo newspapers have recently 
blamed the Air Force for Egypt’s 
war reversals and accused its com¬ 
manders of dereliction of duty. 

Secret indictment 

The court yesterday heard the in¬ 
dictment read out, but it was not 
published in any of today's news¬ 
papers. The autlioriiative newspaper 
Al Ahra/n said that the indictment 
could not be published because it con¬ 
tained miliiary secrets of value to the 
enemy. 

During yesterday's session, the pro¬ 
secution was granted a request for 
the trial to be held in camera because 
of the secrets involved. Ai Akhbar 
reported. 

The court also granted permission 
to the defence to summon as a wit¬ 
ness Air Marshal Madkour Abul 
Ezz, the present commander of 
Egypt's Air Force. 

Al Ahram said that Afify was 
former Chief of Staff of (he Air 


Force. el-Dogeidy was former com¬ 
mander of the eastern zone, and 
Labib was director of air defence. 

The court adjourned the trial after 
the defence requested more time to 
study the accusations.— Reuter. 


Minister visits 
Gulf states 

BY OUR DIPr,OMATlC CORRESWNDtNT 

Mr. Goron\yy Roberts, Minister oi 
Stale for Foreign Affairs, left London 
yesterday for Iran, Kuwait, and other 
.Persian Gulf states which he is visit¬ 
ing until November 13. This is the 
first visit ot a British Minister to the 
Gulf for over a year. 

Mr. Roberts is going primarily to 
make contact with leading personali¬ 
ties in the area, some of whom may 
be wondering whether the British 
withdrawal from Aden'—particularly 
if the date is now advanced-— 
betokens a change in the British 
policy of continuing to maintain a 
British military presence in the Gulf. 

Jn the British view, the situations 
in the Gulf and in South Arabia are 
not, however, parallel, since the Gulf 
states have resources—or have access 
to resources—of their own in their 
oil; have already in several ca.se.s 
made good use of their oil income 
for social purposes; and unlike Soudi 
Arabia arc not bordered by territory 
which can be turned into an anti¬ 
western base for terrorist subversion. 

Although clearly a British presence 
in the Gulf cannot be assumed in¬ 
definitely, there is no call to with¬ 
draw at least in the' immediately 
foreseeable future. 


‘ Prophetess ’ 
recaptured 
in Zambia 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 
LuS/\ka, Oct. 31 

Alice Lenshina, leader of the 
fanatical Lumpa sect, which is out¬ 
lawed, has been recaptured after 
being at large for more than a 
week, a Zambian Government 
spokesman announced today. She 
had escaped from restriction at a 
camp in the remote Kalabo dis¬ 
trict. 

In a nation-wide search for the 
self-styled prophetess, troops kept 
close watch on the frontier near 
Mokambo in the Congo, where 
15.000 Lumpas arc encamped b 
exile. 

The Government spokesman did 
not disclose many details of how the 
prophetess was recaptured, but it 
appears she was first held by Zam¬ 
bian villagers near the Angolan fron¬ 
tier. Then sht was handed over to 
Zambian security forces. 

She was recaptured with 4S fol¬ 
lowers, including her husband, two 
children and several deacons of the 
Lumpa sect who had set off from 
their detention camp on foot and 
wandered for some days through 
desolate and sparsely populated bush 
country. 

Held in prison 

The spokesman said later that 
although a decision had yet to be 
taken, it was likely that Mrs. Len¬ 
shina would be prosecuted for leav¬ 
ing an area in which she had been 
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JOHNSON ENVOY 
IN CAIRO 

FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT—Washington, Nov. 1 

President Johnson has sent an unofficial envoy, Mr. Robert 
Anderson, former Secretary of the Treasury, to Egypt to see if 
President Nasser will agree to talk with Israel throu^ a United 
Nations representative for the Middle East. 


The State Department said Mr. 
Anderson was in the United Arab 
Republic on private business. But 
diplomatic sources said he was 
undertaking a delicate and import¬ 
ant diplomatic mission for the 
President. 

Mr. Anderson is a confidant of 
President Johnson. Several times 
he has served as an unofficial con¬ 
tact with President Nasser on 
behalf of the Johnson Administra¬ 
tion, most recently on the eve of 
the Arab-lsrael war in June. 

Diplomatic sources said he had 
already conferred with Mahmoud 
Riad, the Egyptian Foreign Minis¬ 
ter, and was expected to meet pri¬ 
vately with President Nasser in the 
next 48 hours. 

Critical timing 

The timing of his mission is 
critical, diplomatic sources said, 
because of efforts at the United 
Nations to get talks under way 
between Israel and Egypt. These 
efforts have bogged down because 
of uncertainty over Cairo's willing¬ 
ness to engage in discussions with 
the Israelis. 

One of the principal reasons for 
the Anderson mission, sources said, 
is to give the United States an 
opportunity to sound out the 
Egyptians first-hand and a chance 
to reopen contacts with President 
Nasser, cut off since the June war. 
In the past the Egyptian leader .has 
set aside normal diplomatic chan¬ 
nels in favour of private citizens, 
such as Anderson, who are inti¬ 
mate with President Johnson.— 
New York Times News Service. 

Other Middle East news—^Page 6. 
How Balfour persuaded the Cabinet 
—Page 10. Leading article—Page 11. 


Chairman of 
ICI takes 
new job 

Sir Paul Chambers is to leave 
Imperial Chemical Industries, 
where he has been chairman for 
eight years, to join the board of 
Royal Insurance. Sir Peter Allen, 
aged 62, one year younger than 
Sir Paul, will become chairman of 
I.C.I. 

Last night neither Sir Paul nor 
Sir Peter was available for com¬ 
ment but it has now become clear 
why Lord Beeching, a deputy 
chairman of I.C.I.. recently became 
available to Associated Electrical 
Industries. 

One of the reasons for Sir Paul's 
resignation is his obvious dislike 
of the Government’s interven¬ 
tionist policies, particularly at 
a time of a quickly changing 
economy. 

Business News, page 21. 

‘ Relief ’ cities 
for London 

By HENRY STANHOPE 

New city regions for the south¬ 
east spaced 60 and 70 miles from 
London are proposed today in the 
first report of the South East 
Economic Planning Council. 

The regions would be linked to 
the capital by “ growth sectors ” 
—Abroad corridors of develop¬ 
ment-sprouting out from London 
-and based on the main road and 
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Egypt ready 
to deliver 
‘ riposte ’ 

PftOM RAWLE KNOX 

CAmo, Nov. 1 

If deadlock on the Middle East 
crisis is reached at the United 
Nations, Egypt’s attitude would be 
one of resistance “ if not of 
riposte ”, it was officially said 
today. 

It seemed more startling to hear 
this from the mouth of the friendly 
balanced Hasan el Zayat. chair¬ 
man of the information services, 
than in the course of one of Presi¬ 
dent Nasser’s bloodcurdlers. ” We 
are not going to have our lands 
occupied forever said Zayat 

He regarded it as “ terrifying ” that 
Mr. Arthur Goldberg, the United 
States representative at the United 
Nations, should allegedly have said 
that the United Nations no longer 
has a role in the Middle East crisis. 

No negotiations 

Zayat said that the United 
Arab Republic still had no tkou^t 
of direct negotiations with Israel. If 
there were a deadlock at the United 
Nations Mahmoud Riad, the Foreign 
Minister, would be recalled imme¬ 
diately. If he returned with even a 
ray of hope it would be welcome. 
Othenvise the U.A.R. “ would know 
what to do ”. 

Foreign Ministry sources e)cp)ect 
Riad to return within the ne.xt two 
days. 

Cairo, Nov. 1.— ^The spokesman 
said that the U.A.R. would now find 
no difficulty in resuming diplomatic 
relations with Britain. It was happy 
to see that, with good intentions, the 
South Arabian problem would dis¬ 
appear.— Reuter. 
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U S envoy in 
talks with 
Nasser 

FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

Washington, Nov. 2 

President Johnson’s special 
envoy to the United Arab Re¬ 
public has sounded out President 
Nasser on possible avenues to¬ 
wards a political settlement jn the 
Middle East, reliable sources said 
today. 

The sources said Mr. Robert B. 
Anderson, former Secretary of the 
Treasury, met President Nasser 
for about 90 minutes last night at 
his home in Heliopolis, a suburb 
of Cairo. 

Mr. Anderson, who is occasionally 
sent by the President on unolRcial, 
diplomatic missions, left the Egyp¬ 
tian capital today for Europe. He is 
expected to report personally to Mr. 
Johnson on his return to Washington 
next week. 

He was reportedly following up 
reports from Cairo that President 
Nasser had told British intermedi¬ 
aries that Cairo was prepared to 
discuss a settlement on the basis 
of the 1949 United Nations truce 
agreement. Under its terms, Arabs 
would sit at a conference table with 
the Israelis and with a U.N. repre¬ 
sentative between them. 

Stumbling block 

The basic stumbling block now 
to the appointment of a U.N. repre¬ 
sentative, diplomatic sources said, 
was disagreement between Israel and 
Egypt over his terms of reference. 

The Egyptians are reportedly 
insisting that any Security Council 
resolution authorizing a special 
United Nations representative for 
the Middle East should assert the 
requirement that Israel withdraw 
from Arab territories captured 
during the June war. 

Mr. Abba Eban, the Israel 
Foreign Minister, was reported to 
have informed U Thant, the Secre¬ 
tary General, last Monday that the 
Israel Government would refuse 
contact with a Council representa¬ 
tive if the authorizing resolution 
contained such a demand .—New 
York Times Service. 
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PARLIAMENT 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1967 

The Lords: ‘kite-flying’ 
in Europe a damaging 
manoeuvre 


The Lord Chancellor took hw 
seat on the Woolsack at 3 pjn. 

Debate was resumed on the 
motion for an Address in reply to 
the Queen's Speech. 

LORD CARRINGTON (C.>. 
initiating a delate on foreign 
affairs, and referring to Britain’s 
application to join the E£.C. 
Headlines had appeared in the 
Sunday newspapers, but it was un¬ 
realistic to suppose that Britain 
could or would do any of the 
things suggested — withdraw from 
Nato or recognize east Germany 
in a fit of ^que. It was incon¬ 
ceivable that foreign policy could 
be conducted in such a way. 

He was loath to blame Lord 
Chalfottt whose name had been 
associated with these runtours—the 
House knew what an able and con- 
scieotious Mimsttr he was — but 
this could not just be a question 
of misunderstanding. Headlines 
of that kind could not come about 
unless there was some subs^nce of 
truth behind the stmy. 

Ministers in this Government 
were very inclined to fly kites. 
There were a good many premedi¬ 
tated leaks to the press, especially 
to one or two spedally favoured 
correspondents. These were danser- 
ous manoeuvres, and it looked 
on this occasion as if it had been 
a manoeuvre whicJi had been 
con&^cuously dama^ng and 
unsuccessfuL 


Agreeable experience 
for President Nailer 

He had grave mis&vings a?»ut 
the activities of flie Foreogn Secre¬ 
tary wdto Egypt and President 
Nasser. 

President Nasser (he said) has 
suffered an overwhelming military 
and political defeat at &e hands of 
the Israelis and be has been dis¬ 
credited and humiliated in the eyes 
of his Arab neighbours. How 
agreeable for him to be wooed by 
the British, how even more agree¬ 
able diat tile British sh<^d seem 
to be restoring Mm to the position 
of importance he once held. 

The crowmng success of this 
achievement would be for Britain 
to offer President Nasser a loan to 
put him on his feet again. He 
hoped tile Government would deny 
that there was any tnrth in the 
rumour that such a loan was 
contemplated. 

LORD GLADWYN (L) said that 
one altemative, if Britain could 
not join Europe, was to be neotralisL 
This was sometimes known as the 
super-Sweden solution and would 
involve withdrawal front Nato. 

Such a solution would be lament¬ 
able and nti^t lead to Britain 
becoming associated with the 
Soviet Pnion. 

Thp less improbable alternative 
was to become increasingly asso¬ 
ciated with nortii America and 
Australia, perhaps in some kind of 
free trade area. Some people 
thou^t this solution desirable but 
the greatest disadvantage of this 
was tiiat political control would be 
at tite centre, and that meant 
Washington. 

What had to be done, as tiie 
Government were d(^ng, was to 
make eve^ conceivable effort to 
get negotiations started. In the 
event of a Frentdi veto, the Gov¬ 
ernment should try to negotiate 
with the Five. 

LORD SHACKLETON, Minister 
without Portfolio, said Acre was 
an uneasy truce in tiw Arab-Israel 
hostilities and a constructive reso¬ 
lution in the Security ^uncil 
would be a major step forward. 
While recogniang the prindple of 
IsraeU with^wal. the resolution 
would have to adtnowledge tiiat 


the wifiidrawal Irad to be linked to 
the Arab states recognizing the 
rij^t of Israel to exist in peace 
and security. 

U Thant should appoint a per¬ 
sonal representative to go to the 
Middle East if sudi a resolution 
were passed. 

The reopening of negotiations 
with Egypt ccrnld be nothing but 
helpful, but he could not answer 
the question about a possible loan. 
Apart from what he bad seen in 
the press, he had heard notiiing 
and he would be surprised if there 
were anything in the offing. 

The EARL of BUCKINGHAM¬ 
SHIRE. in a maiden speech, said 
the economies of Britain and 
Europe were primarily competitive 
but titose of tile Commonwealth 
countiies and Britain were basically 
complementary. Britain was abdica¬ 
ting from the position of head of 
the Commonw^tii to become a 
seventh or ei^th state in Europe. 
Long live Britain and the Common¬ 
wealth. 

LADY EMMET of AMBBRLEY 
(C.) said tiiat not for a long time 
had Britain’s foreign policy 
appeared to be in such complete 
ruin. The bonhomie of the Foreign 
Secretary was hardly a suf^ient 
substitute for strength. 

It seemed strange that General 
de Gaulle, who had experienced so 
tmxdi strife, did not realize that a 
Europe qdit in half must remain 
impotent and ignored by the big 
powers. 


Labour peer wants 
end to sanctions 

LORD SILKIN (Lab.) said 
there should be fl^bility on 
both tides in discusrions on 
Rhodesia. It was no good going 
along with five points, say, and 
saying “ Here you are, I have two 
days to spare—you have to accept 
these five points or there is no 
settlement*. Nor was it any good 
the Prime Minister saying that he 
had little hope of a s^ement 

Above all. there should be an 
end to sanctions. They were futile, 
and were not going to bring about 
the solution they had in mind. 

LORD ROWLEY (Lab.), refer¬ 
ring to the holding of two British 
pilots in Algeria for three months 
without b«ng brought to trial, said 
it was time the statutes of the 
International Court of Justice were 
examined to see if there could be 
an international ri^t of habeas 
corpus. This would mean that when 
a national was held without trial 
by the Government of another 
country he would have the right 
to go to the International Court 

The EARL of DUNDEE (C.) 
offered Lord Chalfont his sympathy 
for the “ little difficulty ’* he had 
run into, and hoped that normal 
diplomatic relations might soon lx 
restored between himself and the 
Daily Mirror. 

I woulu hope amUarly (he said) 
that normal dijtiomatic relations 
may soon be ^estore-^ between the 
Foreign Secretary and The Sunday 
Times. 

General de Gaulle was not a 
man tf the common sort He was 
a man of ig-eat ideas, some of 
which were very fine. But he had a 
psydiopafluc obsesaon about tht 
danger of American predominance 
in the dvilized world. This obses¬ 
sion affected his judgment. 

They must always bear this 
obsession in mind when they pur¬ 
sued their negotiations with 
Europe. The only hope of leaving 
General de Gaulle alone with so 
litfle support that he would have 
to agree, was to keep repeating 
their case again and again, without 
being distracted and getting into 

irrelevancies. 
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The Commons: Sir A 
Douglas-Home—road 
into EEC not easy 


The SfEAKQt took the Qiaii at 

Z30 pjn. 

The d^te <m the otoiioa for as 
Address in reply to the Queen's 
Speech was resumed 

SIR ALEC DOUGLAS-HOME 

(Kinross and West Perthshire, C.k 

iititlalinc a debate or foreign affairs, 
said, in the spring, the Prime Minister 
and Foreign Secretary toured Europe 
selling Britain's 
the European Ei 

They went very cocky a__ 

(he said), unlike the country bump¬ 
kins who negotiated in 1962. The 
ramparu of Europe were going I 


Foreign Secretary, although 
use brave words, cannot doubt that 
there has been a pretty serious set¬ 
back to the British intention of enter¬ 
ing the European Economic Coirt- 
munity, and that the road into Europe 
IS by no means a smooth journey. 

We support the Government's 
purpose and policy to enter the 
E.E.C. The Foreign Secretary may 



the day. 

That was the fate of a once- 
tiiriving British colony, and it was 
at this point that the Ivteigii Secre¬ 
te proposed to renew diplomauc 

relations with Egypt. 

Diplomatic recognition did not 
can approval of another country's 
Ilitical policies. But in this case 


Brititii subjects were being 
illegally rnKrained: property com¬ 
pensation was due and had been 
withheld illegally; the canal was 
closed to British shipping also 
illegally. In particular. Mr. Brown 


iLold 


should pay attention 
^gn of Cairo Radio durinj 

Nasser’s aim in 
new relations 

Seldom did one hear such political 
vitriol poured out of any government 
political instrument, and this while 
Sir Harold Beeley and President 
vj-worded a • . - 


Egregious folly and 
stark danger 

The Government w-ero now right 
to await the outcome of the discus¬ 
sions in Brussels. He hoped they 
would reach tiie negotiating table, 
but if they did not, he hoped Uie 
Foreign Secretaiy would have in 
mind some fresh iniiiaiives to ensure 
there were detailed discussions of 
these outstanding issues on which 
there must be some understanding 
before Britain could become a mem¬ 
ber of the community. 

■When Jhe stories began to cfrculalo 
that the Minister allocated to (he 
job of conducting negotiations in 
Bnjssdj had adopted a posture of 
threat, and a hint of r^isal. the 
lolly of it was so egre^ous and the 
danger for Britain and Europe so 
stark that, asked for his reaction, he 
immediately said it was totally in¬ 
credible. He could not see tiiat any 
other conclusion was possible. 

The Prime Minister a day or two 
ago deoied the imolicalions drawn 
from Lord Chalfonts press itucrview. 
It was necessary to press the Foreign 
Secretary a liule further on this. 

That interview was apparentiy 
spread over a good many hixirs. 11 
was interrupted and the journalists 
brought back to have it made clear 
to them what Lord Clialfont's views 


Three German journaiists had since 
tied that Lord Chalfont used 
t identical language to them. 


in a 


ihey __ 

sphisre of friendship ai 
ing”. (Laughter.) 

President Nasser's renewed interest 
m reJalions with Britain were rivofold 
—first to achieve many of his 
objectives, including that in Aden; 
and. second, he wanted the Foreign 
Secretary. nt« without cause, to up 
the balance in Egypt's favour during 

a settlement of the Israel-Egypt war. 

I beg the Foreign Secretary (he 
” humiliate this country 


Curting through fte ^nation of 
die Arao-Jew siluation, two facu 
were clear—that Israel, as a stale, 
existed, and tiiat it was useie^ to 
invite her to concede territory taken 


It the 
taNe. 
It United 


devised. 

The present deadloA w 
Arabs would not come ic 
The future anaietv was IL- 

Nalionsforces.wtichleftat tile dr 
of a hat only a few weeks ago, would 
not be acceptable as a guarantor. 

If demilitarized zones consistent 
with the security of neighbouring 
states could be defined—and it was 


BRITAIN’S REPUTAT 

SIR ALEC DOUGLAS-HOhfE, 
opemng a debate on foreign affairs. 
said^The House may have noticed 


have i 


Thinking awful 
thoughts aloud 

The Prime Minister had said the 
press conference was both unattribu- 
tablc and off the record. Mr. Wilson 
knew enough about these matters to 
realize that it must be one or the 
other. 

If it had been off the record, noth¬ 
ing would have been printed. If it 
was non-attributable. that meatnt that 
the name the Minister concerned 
must not be used but views could be 
broadcast. This the journalists inter¬ 
preted as being an unattribuuble 


The danger (he said) b not that 
socialist Minblers think aloud. It 
is that when they do the thoughts 
they reveal are so awful. (Opposi¬ 
tion laughter.) 

Lord Chalfont has offered we 
undersand. to reagn and the Prime 
Minister could not accept it. Of 
course not It would have been very 
odd if the pupil had been sacked hy 
the master of tiie doable cniemfre. 
(Proionged Opposition laughter.) 

What sort of a Government is it. 

Minister has to call on three officials 
to sec if the report given by his 
Minister is accurate ? (Opposition 
cheers.) 

My conclusion on this sad episode 
is that thi.s Government is a poor 
thing; misrepresented, mis-reported. 
mis-photographed (laughter) and mis¬ 
cast—a total liability to us at home 
and overseas as well. (Loud Opposi¬ 
tion cheera) 

Protection of Britons 
!eft in Aden 

There was another area, it which 
Britain alone had the opportunity to 
support and sustain order and 
stability, where failure had been ab¬ 
ject—Aden and South Arabia. 

If it was tile conclusion of the High 
Commissioner and the military ad¬ 
visers that this was the only course 
consistent with safety for the lives oS 
British servicemen and civilians, the 
Opposition must support him in bis 

Nevertheless, some pertinent ques¬ 
tions had to be asked. Who were 
the British subjects who were going 
to be left behind ? Were Ihey going 
to be employees of the British Pet¬ 
roleum Company, and. if so. what 
arrangements were to be made tor 
their protection when all British 

What terms of coinpensation were 
going to be atrangsd for British 
property taken over by the Govern¬ 
ment of South Arabia ? What was 
going to be the cost of compensation 
to the British Government to &-iHsh 
subjects whose career in Aden was 
at an end ? 

On the larger poiitieaJ issue (he 
said) 1 cannot disguise the disgust 
we feel at Ihc Governmiin's mis- 
hendling of Swrh AraMa's future, 
(Ministerial laughter and shouts of- 
-Turn round.”). They have achieved 
what Mr. Duncan Sandys forecast- 
total political confusion in Ihai area. 

The Government apparently con¬ 
template with e-|uagimity handing 


which t 




appeal to me. 

The right hon. gentleman (Mr 
George Brown) has held the office of 
Foreign Secretary for some lime, and 
so have I (he uid) and it would be 
an impertinence of me even to re¬ 
mind him that to a very pariicuian 
and peculiar degree the Foreign Sec¬ 
retary holds the reputation of his 
coun^ in irosL He will accept that 

I want to make it quite clear that 
if we think the conduct of foreign 


a htg “if—and United Nations 
forces could be deployed in them, 
might it not be possible tor the peat 
powers to guarantee that force, and 
say that that force would be kept 
by them inviolable ? 

Signs of exhaustion 
in North Yietnam 

On Vietnam he recalled that two 
years ago he had slated his belief 
that no third party could do much 
to end the war and that it would 
only end either if North Vietnam 
became tired under the strain or if 
the Soviet Union Wok steps to stop 


PrimeMiDi8ter.il.. ... .. 

been interested in ending this war. 
The involvement of the United Stales 
in -Asia and the unpopularity in¬ 
curred hy the United Slates in this 
war were too useful a stick wi'b 
which to beat the west. 

But the military evidence now (he 
said) is that North Vietnam is begin¬ 
ning to tire. The recruits coming 
into South Vietnam from Nonh 
Vietnam are in the 15 to 16 age 
group—a really terrible thought. The 
rate of desertion has lately doubled. 

This is going to be a slow business 
but nevertheless these are. I believe, 
tbe signals of exhaustion. 

It may be that before long, 
although the American elections are. 
as usual, an inconvenience, there iiill 
be an increased willingness in North 
k'ietnam to talk diretaly with South 
Vietnam, or for North Vietnam in 
conjunction with her Russian allirs 


iding that 

irius'li to hast 


organizaiioii re. 

of South Arabia 
rest on the outcome 
Either it would 
Egyptian-based 


Combined framework 
for SE Asia 

The Sccrctary-Gencrai of the 
United Nations could, with great ad¬ 
vantage. put out a plan using all the 
organs of publicity at his command 
(or the future of all South-East .Asia 
—Laos, Vietnam and Cambodia- 
based on non-alignment and on a 
cooperative economic programme 
assisted from outside. 

To begin with it would have to be 
internationally policed, but is appeal 
would be that it would hold out tbe 
prospect, not there now, of an 
honourable altemacivc to the policy 
of vendena and revenge which was 
the only one which ruled the circum¬ 
stances today. 

It would bt an honourable political 
alternative, and it would hold out 
economic alternative to the 
poverty to which all these countries 
looked torwaid nnless Ihe war could 
be brou^t to as end. Such an act 
now mi^t well assist die move from 
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THE END AT ADEN 


The accelerated departure of British 
troops front Aden, announced to the 
Commons >esterday by Mr. Brown, 
is to be welcomed. The reported agree¬ 
ment between the Nationalist Parties 
meeting in Cairo makes it possible that 
Britain will be able to hand over inde¬ 
pendence almost immediately to some 
lorm of governjitent in South Arabia 
other than the Army, but even if that 
turns out not to be so. there would be 
no justification for maintaining a mili¬ 
tary presence in South Arabia, and for 
putting up with the murder of soldiers 
and civilians, simply to observe those 
constitutional proprieties which had 
been prearranged for January 9. The 
changed political conditions in the area 
will also mean that the naval and air 
support promised to the Sultans' Gov¬ 
ernment last June will neither be re¬ 
quested nor needed. As Mr. Brown 
said, the South Arabians must face their 
own problems Rnd resolve them them¬ 
selves, and in the changed circumstances 
the South Arabian forces are anyway 
now ready to take over on their own 
without expecting the support of British 
units. 

But the new situation in South Arabia 
should also provoke a review of the 
financial support which Britain offered 
last June for the first three years of inde¬ 
pendence. The offer amounted to a total 


of nearly £60m. which for the most part 
would have been taken up with paying 
for South Arabia's greatly expanded 
Army. The si^e of that Army was 
planned originally against a background 
of external threats from Yemen and 
externally induced subversion within 
South Arabia. Mr. Brown told the 
Commons that it was understood that 
this offer would be subject to review if 
political circumstances changed. 

Although the British Government is 
obviously banking on the South Arabian 
Army proving to be the main stabilizing 
force in the new country, it would be 
wise for Whitehall to ponder on the 
dangers inherent in committing South 
Arabia to an unbalanced and very high 
level of defence expenditure, certainly 
when compared lo the rest of South 
Arabia's puny budget. So long as the 
Suez Canal remains closed, the South 
Arabian economy, which relies so much 
on the port, will remain almost desti¬ 
tute. Thus the country deserves all the 
aid it can get. But there seems little 
point in immediately throwing away this 
aid on defence spending, particularly if 
the new political conditions in South 
Arabia and the encouraging evidence of 
Egypt's genuine withdrawal from 
'i'emen both suggest a greatly reduced 
threat from the north. 
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MIDDLE EAST AND 
BRITAIN 

From Sir Edward Hull on 

Sir,—As one who has just returned from 
Iran, perhaps I might make one or two 
points on your recent articles on the Middle 
East. 

First, the Iranians appear to be at a total 
loss to comprehend why Her Majesty's 
Government are engaged in " kow-towing ” 
to President Nasser, who is regarded in 
Iran as a would-be militarist and a general 
nuisance in the area. 

Secondly, the Iranians much regret 
British withdrawal from Aden and 
Southern Arabia. They are hoping that 
Britain will not weaken her forces, or tinally 
Withdraw altogether from the Persian Gulf, 

Such a withdrawal would inevitably acti¬ 
vate an exceedingly complex and bitter 
series ot dispute concerning ownership of 
temtories and rights, leading, no doubt, to 
military intervention by Egypt and/or the 
U.S.S.R., a highly unwelcome eventuality 
for Iran, Turkey and Pakistan. 

Incidentally, the removal of British 
streng^ in this part of the world would 
necessitate a staggeringly costly increase in 
the strength of the Iranian armed forces. 
This would go far to de.stroy prospects for 
the success of the Shah\s social reforms. 

For one who has seen the smiling faces 
of Iranians, who have now risen to the 
status of one lamb kebab every week, 
through the recent efforts of the Govern¬ 
ment, in land distribution and rural educa¬ 
tion, this is a heartbreaking prospect. 

Yours, &c., 

EDWARD HULTON. Chairman, 
Hulton Publications Ltd. 

Goich House, St. Bride's, Fleet Street, 
E.C.4, Oct. 28. 
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Arab world champions 
Mr George Brown 

FROM OUR MmoLE EAST CORRESPONDENT— Beirut 


Mr. George Brown may be 
without honour in his own 
country, but his many fans in the 
Arab world are undismayed. If 
he had, in Arab eyes, a run of 
low scores in the early summer, 
he has recovered his form 
wonderfully and stands high in 
the Foreign Ministerial averages. 

Mr. Andrei Gromyko, no 
doubt, heads both the batting and 
bowling by virtue of ruthless effi¬ 
ciency. but he rarely produces an 
inspir^ stroke and never bowls 
a “ Chinaman **. 

M. Couve do MurviUe's bat is 
straight, but his captain rarely gives 
him an innings. Mr. Dean Rusk 
has not scored a run nor hit the 
stumps since May. Mr. Brown on 
the other hand has played several 
colourful innings, none more so than 
the one at the United Nations, which 
endeared him to Arab spectators. 

He then underlined some basic 
tenets which did much to restore faith 
in British fair i>Iay, and the Beirut 
Daily Star therefore spoke for many 
today when it came to Mr. Brown’s 
defence. 


Nov. 3 

The paper said: ** He is emotional 
and bad-tempered but he is also a 
likable man. He has not blun¬ 
dered at the Foreign Office, as many 
others have. He is liked and appre¬ 
ciated in this part of the world, and 
many would be sorry to see him 
removed from the Foreign Office.” 

Efforts applauded 

These comments have special , 
relevance here in view of yesterday's 
anniversary of the Balfour Declara- i 
tion, a day on which Mr. Brown 
gave the welcome news that Britain 
was to speed the end of its second 
or third most disastrous adventure in 
the Middle East. Suez must perhaps 
take precedence over Aden but Mr. 
Brown opposed the former and few 
Arabs are so naive as to blame him 
for what happened in South Arabia. 

If many regret that he did not 
grasp the nettle even sooner, most 
are appreciative that he has done 
so now. They hope, without much 
conviction, that he can avoid a re¬ 
petition in the Gulf, but they applaud, 
in the meanwhile, his persistent 
efforts to improve relations wiffi 
Egypt. British policy, indeed, has not 
looked so sensible in these parts for 
many years. 
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Egypt seeks 
SheU-BP 

refinery use 

Sheli-BP stated last night that it 
had received a request from the 
Egyptian Government to use the 
company's Port Sudan refinery for 
processing some of its crude oil 
supplies. 

No decision has yet been made by 
the company but it is likely that a 
move win be made today on a similar 
request for the use of the BP refinery 
at Aden. 

Cairo sources said yesterday that 
'there had been agreement on a plan 
for BP to handle the oil at the Aden 
refinery although these reports could 
not be confirmed in London. Should 
the companies a^ce to the Egyptian 
requests it would help her signifi¬ 
cantly to overcome the setback 
caused by the almost complete 
destruction by Israel of the two 
refineries at Suez. 
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Britain’s role in 
Israel peace 

Britain was right to declare 
neutrality in the recent Middle East 
war. But neutrality did not mean 

selfish indifference, Mr. Richard 
Crossman told the Zionist Federa¬ 
tion at a jubilee celebration of the 

Balfour Declaration in London last 
night. 

“ In the making of peace which lies 
ahead ”, Mr. Crossman said. “ we 
must assert to Israel our duty to im¬ 
prove relations with Egypt and 
we must also make sure fiiat Presi¬ 
dent Nasser realizes we are good 
friends of Israel.” 

Mr. Abba Eban, Israel’s Foreign 
Minister, who was guest of honour, 
said the Middle East must stop 
regarding itself as a kind of 
international protectorate. It was 
an area of sovereign peoples who 
must confront each other directly 
in order to negotiate a secure peace. 
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SALLAL DROPPED 
BY CAIRO 

FROM OTJR DIPLOMATIC STAFF 


It looks as though the Yemenis 
have done a Nkrumah on Sallal, 
by getting rid of an unpopular ruler 
while he is visiting abroad. It is 
true that since he emerged as the 
first republican President of 
Yemen after the 1962 revolution 
Sallal has often been for long 
periods out of favour and out of 
the country, and has always come 
back. 

This, however, was because in 
the past he could always count on 
Egypt’s backing, and Egyptian 
troops were the bosses in Yemen. 
Now the troops are on the way 
out: by the terms of the Khartum 
Arab summit they should all be 
gone by the end of the month, 
and apparently Cairo is making 
no effort to stand up for SallaL. 

Sallal was unpopular among the 
Yemenis because he was regarded 
as Egypt’s stooge, and wielded 
power harshly; his opponents 
were executed or thrown into 
prison. The new dawn of social 
reforms which he promised—and 
no doubt believed in—never 
happened. 

Sallal is the first Arab ruler to 
disappear since the June war. 
Although he w^ a Nasser man this 
is not necessarily a defeat for Pre¬ 
sident Nasser, though it could be 
taken by the Saudis as a sign that 


Egyptian pressure was coming off 
them. 

What the elimination of Sallal 
does show is that as Egypt and 
Britain take themselves out of 
southern Arabia many new forces 
and new people are moving in to 
fill the vacuum. 

Damascus, Nov. 5. —Marshal Sal¬ 
lal. deposed President of Yemen, 
today postponed indefinitely an 
official visit to Moscow due to begin 
tomorrow, a Middle East news 
agency dispatch from Baghdad re¬ 
ported. Associated Press, 

NLF order halt 
to Cairo talks 

Aden, Nov. 5. —The general 
command of the National Libera¬ 
tion Front (N.L.F.) tonight cabled 
its representatives in Cairo, ordering 
them to halt immediately all unity 
talks with the Front for the Libera¬ 
tion of Occupied South Yemen 
(Flosy). 

The cable read:— 

“We have all decided that you 
stop talks. Do not reach any agree¬ 
ments with the other side. They have 
renewed fighting for the third time, 
which indicates that they are not 
adhering to any decision or 
agreement .”—Associated Press. 
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Printing House Square, London, E.C.4. Telephone : 01-236 2000 


BLOOD BATH IN ADEN 


It is an appalling comment on the 
passiom loose in Aden that yesterday 
fighting broke out again after a demon¬ 
stration of women and children in the 
streets against the killing had shamed 
the rival gunmen into silence for a few 
hours, ft may be too much to hope that 
this flare-up is the last, and that both 
sides are exhausted if not sated. But 
whatever happens it is plain that the 
British authorities, the rival nationalist 
leaders who have been trying to 
reach agreement in Cairo for a 
joint takeover from the British, the 
Federal Army, and the general 
population will have to live on a 
day-to-day basis. The danger that Aden 
will be abandoned in anarchy is real and 
close. Not since the retreat from Pales¬ 
tine in 194S has a British territory been 
decolonized in such disastrous 
circumstances. 

The political differences between the 
National Liberation Front and Flosy 
fFront for fee Liberation of Occupied 
South Yemen) are by now almost invi¬ 
sible. At an earlier stage it was possible 
to make the distinction that Fiosy (an 
amalgamation of other nationalist 
parties) wws inspired by Eg3tpt, to which 
its leaders, including Abdul Qawee 
Mackawee and Abdullah al-Asnag. 
had withdrawn despite British pleas 
for cooperation, while the N.L.F. was 
an indigenous reaction against a foreign- 
directed force. It was led by men like 
Qahtan al-Shaabi, who opposed Presi¬ 
dent Nasser as much as Britain. (The 
N.L.F. was banned, when Flosy re¬ 
mained a legal party.) The Arab-Israel 
war and the blighting of President 
Nasser’s hopes have blurred the differ¬ 
ences between the parties. Israel’s 
victory and the closing of the Suez Canal 
have eroded Aden’s strategic interest for 
Egypt- 

Flosy has had more support in Aden 
than the N.L.F., though it always 
claimed to lead the people of the hinter¬ 
land too. The only fact to go on is that 


the two groups are fighting for control 
of Aden with the decisive right to inherit 
authority from the British that it confers. 
It is a fight for fee succession, whatever 
tribal ties may influence the sides men 
choose. The N.L.F. wants Aden as the 
keystone to its growing ascendancy in 
the shaikhdoms, including the Hadra- 
maut, while Flosy's supporters want 
Aden to prevent their elimination after 
the British have gone. Whitehall calcu¬ 
lations that the imminence of Britain’s 
departure would bring the rivals 
together, as happened elsewhere, have 
gone awry. Elsewhere party or tribal 
rivalry for power did not become a blood 
feud, as it has in Aden. 

The strain has threatened the cohe¬ 
sion of the Federal Army and police. 
Now however that fee army has appa¬ 
rently taken sides with the N.L.F. it may 
emerge on top but, unless the fighting 
stops soon, the N.L.F. will come out on 
top of a ruined administration and 
economy. 

Is a last-minute rescue possible ? The 
leaders of Flosy and the N.L.F. might 
note that after five years of inconclusive 
internecine war in Yemen a regime 
pledged to reconciliation has had to 
emerge. As the United Nations has stulti¬ 
fied itself, Britain and Egypt might jointly 
exert such influence as they have before 
the sands run out. Egypt has an interest 
in a peaceful transition, if only because 
it needs the Aden refinery for its crude 
oil output, and if any organized institu¬ 
tions are to survive in southern Arabia 
they will have to rely largely on British 
aid. , 

The outlook for the people of South 
Arabia is appalling. Nobody can help 
them until they help themselves. For 
Britain, the wreck of Aden may give an 
unexpected breathing space in the j 
Persian Gulf which had better be used 
to reorganize our responsibilities so that 
the present pattern in Aden is not later I 
repeated there. 
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Cairo hint of 

I 

! peace plan 
assent 

By ERIC PACE 

Cairo, Nov.. 7 

T^e United Arab Republic has 
decided to accept President John¬ 
son’s five-point formula for a 
Middle East settlement, if Israel 
troops are withdrawn from Arab 
territory and Arab Palestinian 
I refugees are repatriated or paid 
compensation, diplomatic sources 
1 said todav. 

The sources said Cairo had 
recently informed Washington of 
this. President Johnson’s five 
points, announced on June 19, 
are: The right of Middle East 
nations to exist; justice for 
refugees; freedom of peaceful 
maritime passage; limits on the 
Middle East arms race; and poli¬ 
tical independence and territorial 
integrity of all Middle East 
nations .-—New York Times News 
Service. 

Our Washington Correspondent 
writes: The reports from Cairo 
came as something of a surprise 
to State Department officials, who 
[ indicated that the formula had 
been raised casually by the Presi¬ 
dent’s envoy, Mr. Robert Ander- 
j son, in talks with President Nasser 
' last week. It had then been dis¬ 
cussed informally as a basis for 
settlement. 

However, the word is that Mr. 
Rusk has still to receive any con¬ 
crete proposal from Egypt. 

Egyptian plea to Security 
Council, page 6. 
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UAR plea to 
Security 
Council 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS 
CORRESPONDENT 

New York, Nov. 7 
Prolonged efforts behind the 
scenes having failed to produce a 
concerted approach to the Middle 
East crisis, Egypt today showed 
its frustration by calling for an 
urgent meeting of the United 
Nations Security Council “ to con¬ 
sider the dangerous situation ” in 
that region. 

The request, submitted by Mr. 
Mohamed El-Kony, the repre¬ 
sentative of the United Arab 
Republic, to Mr. Mamadou Kante 
of Mali, the council’s president for 
the current month, asserted that 
the danger arose from “the per¬ 
sistence of Israel not to withdraw 
from all the territories which it 
occupied as a result of the Israel 
aggression on June 5, 1967 

This move is apparently a sequel 
to yesterday’s attempt by Mr. Arthur 
Goldberg, representative of the 
United States, to enlist general sup¬ 
port for a simple formula seeking to 
link the withdrawal of Israel forces 
with the ending of the state of war 
by the Arab states, and authorizing 
the dispatch to the scene of a special 
representative of the Secretary 
General. 

Late last night it became known 
that the Soviet Union, presumably 
speaking on behalf of its Arab 
friends, had expressed its opposition 
to the American draft. 

Paraffin rationed 
in Egypt 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Cairo, Nov. 7 

Rationing of paraffin began in 
Egypt today as a result of last 
month’s Israel shelling of two refin¬ 
eries in Suez. Each person will be 
entitled to just under half a gallon 
a month. 
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Israel uneasy on 
UN proposals 

Afro-Asian plan rejected 

FROM OtJR CORRESPONDENT—Tel-Aviv, Nov. 8 


The Israel Cabinet held extra¬ 
ordinary meetings in Jerusalem 
last night and today, in connexion 
with developments in the United 
Nations. The Security Council is 
to meet tomorrow to discuss rival 
proposals concerning the Arab- 
Israel conflict. 

_ Details of the Cabinet discus¬ 
sions Were not revealed but there 
Was a noticeable xmeasiness in 
official circles. 

The proposal by India, Mali and 
Nigeria calling for an uncon¬ 
ditional withdrawal of Israel 
forces from territory occupied 
during the six-day war was con¬ 
sidered a disguised Arab-Soviet 
proposal and rejected outright. 
The Israelis also had reservations 
about the rival proposal by the 
United States, which has been 
supporting the Israel position 
strongly since the June fighting. 

Israel’s attitude towards the pro¬ 
posed dispatch of a United Nations 
peace envoy to the Middle East has 
been to accept one as a mediator to 
bring the Arabs and Israel together, 
but in no circumstances to accept a 
United Nations referee. 

Some observers here discerned a 
favourable trend in the resolution 
submitted by the Afro-Asians, in that 
it indicated a readiness on the part 
of the Arabs to accept conditions 
such as an end to belligerency and 
recognition of Israel’s existence 
which they had previously declined 
to accept. 


The American draft is reported to 
link the call for a withdrawal with 
the achievement of a lasting peace, 
the termination of belligerence, free¬ 
dom of navigation, and frontier 
guarantees. The only reason given in 
public here for Israel reservations 
was the omission of a call for direct 
Israel-Arab peace talks, but there 
appear to be other undisclosed 
reasons for Israel concern. 

Informed sources here said that 
the United States formula had been 
worked out in consultation with 
King Husain of Jordan, who has 
said m Washington that the Arabs 
were shifting to a moderate position. 

Observers here interpreted Egypt’s 
sudden call last night for a Security 
Council mating as a move to refute 
King Husain’s claim to be speaking 
for all the Arabs, and as Soviei- 
Egyptian action to prevent a United 
States-Jordan rapprochement. 

Cairo ‘doubletalk’ 

A newspaper report that Cairo had 
expressed willingness to accept Presi¬ 
dent Johnson’s peace formula on con¬ 
dition that Israel first withdrew from 
occupied territories was, however, 
described here as *'doubletalk ”. 

An ofiBcial today commented that 
a prior withdrawal would nullify the 
whole plan. “If we retreat’’, he 

declared, “ we can’t return, and the 
Arabs will be able to say ‘Oh, the 
five points, yes, but we understood 
them differently 
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Fuel tank for 
Comet inquiry 

BV A STAFF REPORTER 

Board of Trade accident investiga¬ 
tors are arranging for a military 
jettisoning fuel tank, which was re¬ 
covered 10 to 15 miles east of 
Rhodes to be brought to Britain for 
further examination by exerts in 
connexion with the inquiry into the 
British European Airways Comet 
airliner disaster. 

The discovery of the tank, which 
was reported in The Tunes yesterday, 
has strengthened the theory that the 
Comet may have been involved in a 
collision with another aircraft, 
possibly a Russian MiG being ferried 
from Russia to Egypt. 

The Comet crashed into the Medi¬ 
terranean off Turkey last month with 
the loss of all 66 on board. 
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Egypt’s plea 
to Security 
Council 

FROM OUR UNITED N.\TiONS 
CORRESPONDENT 

New York, Nov. 9 

Egypt told the Security Council 
toni^t that it “has the authority 
and indeed the duty to suppress the 
Israel aggression and to force the 
aggressive Israel forces to return 
to the positions held before 
June 5 

Mr. Mahmoud Riad, the Egv’ptian 
Foreign Minister, presented his 
country’s complaint to the Council 
after a two and a half hours’ pro¬ 
cedural wrangle about which 
country should follow him and speak 
SMond in the debate. A Umicd 
States motion to give Israel the 
opportunity to rebut his arguments 
forthwith was defeated for lack, of 
the necessary nine affirmative votes. 
Israel will be able to speak, seventh. 

Mr. Riad said Israel’s aggression 
had presented the Arab countries 
with a setback. But the history of 
nations was made up of victories and 
setbacks. “ We have not the slightest 
doubt that we shall overcome the pre¬ 
sent aggression as well.” 

Alamein film in 
difficulties 

FROM OUR correspondent 

Tec Aviv. Nov. 9 

Mr. Harry Saltzman. the British 
film producer who plans to shoot 
scenes of the battle of E] Alamein 
in the Israel desert, has b^n having 
difficulty in getting extras here to 
play German soldiers. 

The Israel Army agreed to co¬ 
operate in the production, but fought 
shy of dressing up its soldiers in 
German uniforms. 

The producers then asked the 
.students’ association of the H^b^e^v 
Universit)- of Jerusalem to provide 
500 extras. Mr. Rafi Haft, the asso¬ 
ciation’s president, said today that it 
was an awkward situation. His com¬ 
mittee w'ould certainly not recruit 
students for the parts, and at the 
most would not interfere with those 
who heard of the venture and offered 
their services. 
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Ai»my growpis settle in 
coiifMiiered territorieis 

Israelis plan to 
stay on 



Prom MICHAEL WOLFERS 

Tel Aviv, Nov. 9 

The greater Israel, of which Mr. 
Levi Eshkol, the Prime Minister, 
speaks, is fast becoming a reality 
in spite of hedging by diplomatists 
and politicians in public state¬ 
ments. I have just travelled hun¬ 
dreds of miles to follow the 
tentacles of Israel power that now 
reach into former Syrian, Jordan, 
and Egyptian territories, visiting 
three settlements, whose existence 
has been publicly explained, and 
finding a fourth one whose estab¬ 
lishment is being achieved without 
fanfares or justification. 

However the international debate 
rages, all the evidence on the ground 
is that the Israel authorises expect 
to bold almost all they have. 

The statement, “ Other places we 
can give back but this place never”, 
which 1 first heard in Jerusalem in 
June, is now being heard from 
Israelis standing on what less than 
six months ago the world regarded 
as Syrian and Jordan soil. 

When it was still possible to see 
stones in the Old City marked with 
the blood of Israel parachute troops 
killed in the capture of Jerusalem, 
the divided city seemed a special 
case. Now the special cases are being 
multiplied: on a kibbutz in Jordan 
one of the settlement leaders said: 
'“This is the first kibbutz here, we 
hope not the only one.” 

Since the six-day war Israel has set 
up settlements on the Mediterranean 
coast of the Sinai desert, on the west 
bank of the Jordan, at the source of 
the river Jordan close to the old 
Syrian frontier, and on the Golan 
heights. 

Pioneering fighting 
youth 

Two settlements are manned 
chiefly by Nahal—pioneering fight¬ 
ing youth—Army groups that main¬ 
tain villages at points too dangerous 
for civilians: one settlement is 
manned by a religious group; and 
the fourth, Kefar Elzion, still 
cloaked in secrecy, on the west bank 
of the Jordan, is set up by a religious 
youth group. But of the people 
who came to Kefar Etzion six weeks 
ago, 30 had been born there. They 
were some of the 60 children rescued 
from a settlement held there by Jews, 
before partition, on land bought 
from the Arabs by the Jewish 
National Fund. 

On May 14, 1948, the day Israel 
was proclaimed as a state and on 
the eve of British withdrawal from 
Palestine, the settlement was over¬ 
run by Arabs and 150 Jews were 
killed. 

Of the buildings put up by the 
earlier Jewish settlers, only one still 
stands. 

A low wall marks where the settle¬ 
ment synagogue once stood. A 
Jordan camp had been set up on 
the site and when the kitchens are 
completed the new settlers will be 
eating in the rooms where Arab 
Legion officers dined. 

The settlers are soon to be joined 
by a Nahal group, as the kibbutz 


lies close to Hebron where this week 
Israel forces killed seven terrorists. 

The young men and women at 
Kefar Etzion are repairing buildings 
and working in forests planted by 
the Jordan Government. Their 
fathers cultivated nearly 2.000 acres 
of land, now cultivated by Arabs, 
and the settlers are hoping that the 
Israel Government will take back 
the farmland—giving the Arabs new 
land elsewhere—and return it to the 
kibbutz. 

Meanwhile, the Government js 
sending sheep and poultry. Food for 
the sheep was delivered by heavy 
lorries during my visit, as grass is 
sparse on the Hebron Hills. 

The settlers are sure Uiey are in 
occupied Jordan to stay. Rafi, who 
had worked on a neighbouring Jewish 
settlement 21 years ago, told me: 
“This has been a Jewish settlement, 
it is and will be 

What about the feelings of Arab 
neighbours? “We cannot live 
together, but side by ride ”, Rafi said, 
recalling Palestinian days when Arabs 
and Jews visited each others’ homes 
in the Hebron area. ” 1 do not want 
to live as conqueror but as farmer 
near farmer.” 

What if the west bank were 
returned to Jordan ? The settle¬ 
ment would not be an island in 
Jordan but a corridor to Jerusalem. 
Rafi said. 

In Jerusalem, at the Foreign 
Ministry, the reply to the same 
question was that Israel did not 
believe there could ever be the same 
kind of iron curtain between her and 
the west bank. The setflement 
would remain. 

On a clear day Tel Aviv can be 
seen from Kefar Etzion. The 
settlers are planning to hold classes 
in Arabic. They ^so hope that it 
may be possible to trade in Hebron, 
traditionally one of the most 
nationalist Arab towns, rather than 
look always towards Israel cities. 

Banyas^ at the mouth of the River 
Jordan, lies at the nomhern tip of 
Israel. The Israelis say that it be¬ 
longs to them under the partition 
agreement, but was never inhabited 
by Israelis because it was too dan¬ 
gerously close to the Syrian guns. 
Now with the Golan heights held 
by Israel, Banyas is safe and the 
settlement of Nahal Snir has been 
set up. 

■Hie Foreign Ministry says the 
Banyas settlement need never be 
given up, but one cannot help ob¬ 
serving that the Israel diplomatists 
would be reluctant to use the par¬ 
tition line argument in boundary 
disputes at other points of their peri¬ 
meter. 

The Nahal members are full of 
enthusiasm about their work at 
Banyas. Everything is new, they say, 
and they show off their new tractors 
and homes to the hundreds of visitors 
who come. 

City deserted by 
Syrians 

Nahal Snir, with its scores of mem¬ 
bers, aged about 19 and 20, took 
possession of a bare piece of land. 
As winter was approaching they 
moved quickly and already have 150 
acres of wheat planted. They have 



Mr. Eshkol» speaking of a greater 
Israel. 


tractors, 20 prefabricated buildings, 
and plan poultry and beekeeping, 
cattle farming and, possibly, citrus 
fruit growing. 

What is being prepared is not 
a temporary habitation. There is 
running pip^ water, ordinary tele¬ 
phone links with neighbouring settle¬ 
ments, and thought is being given to a 
future handover from the military 
Nahal to civilian settlers. 

A few iml{« away from Banyas is 
Kuneitra, the main city of the Golan 
heights, deserted by its Syrian popu¬ 
lation and now held by a military 
command with access to the city care¬ 
fully controlled. Close to it I was sur¬ 
prised to find another kibbutz being 
set up behind barbed wire with the 
leaders unwilling to talk about their 
work. 

What they did not hide was their 
heavy farm machinery and the crop 
spraying equipment What was also 
obvious on the Golan heights was the 
profusion of traffic signs and bus 
shelters put up by the Israel adminis¬ 
tration in what seems like a thorough 
bid to turn a Syrian landscape into 
the usual Israel urban scene. 

Military presence 
maintained 

More settlements are expected to 
be set up on the Golan heists and 
with ffie speed and efficiency that the 
Israelis bring to this kind of pioneer¬ 
ing. it cannot be long before the 
Israel occupation of Golan becomes 
as difficult to unscramble as its hold 
on Jerusalem already is. 

Holding Golan not only removes 
the threat of Syrian artillery domi¬ 
nating the Israel scttlemenis in the 
fertile Galilee region, but also brings 
into Israel hands an important sec¬ 
tion of the Transarabian pipeline that 


carries oil from Saudi Arabia to 
Lebanon. 

Israel has not yet made use of 
his circumstance, as far as is 
known, but with die Suez Canal still 
closed oil routes to the Mediterra¬ 
nean remain of critical imporance. 

Israel’s most unlikely settlement 
may be Nahal Yam. a fishing settle¬ 
ment on the Mediterranean coast of 
Sinai between El Arish and Port 
Fuad. Nahal Yam is on the lagoon 
of Bardawil. 

Here men and women soldiers run 
four fishing boats taking enough fish 
not only to feed the settlement—for 
one of its meals each day—but also 
TO send £100 worth of fish a day to 
the market at Ashkelon. 

Israel has no shortage of fish and 
the purpose of the settlement is to 
help to maintain a military presence 
in Sinai particularly along the one 
good road from Gaza to El-Qantara 
on the Suez Canal. 

Nahal Yam is the least permanent 
of the settlements and its future de¬ 
pends on the status of Sinai as a 
whole. 

If Sinai were demilitarized or 
returned to Egypt there would be 

no purpose in retaining Nahal ^m. 
The settlers are living in tents, but 
have been there for one month only 
and may yet build rooms for eating 
and sleeping. 

The Nahal group now working 
there expects to go to a kibbutz in 
Israel after a year’s service in Sinai 
and its members are not yet deeply 
involved in whai will happen to 
Bardawil. 

Even so. the fishing project, while 
it lasts, is being given thorough atten¬ 
tion. Refrigerators and ice cru’sh- 
ing equipment have been brought 
from Israel. A jetty is to be built 
and a water survey to be made. The 
soil is good but fresh water is diffi¬ 
cult to find and the settlers now use 
Water brought from El Arish. 

If peace talks are not held the 
development at Bardawil will not be 
slow in following the pace set by 
Israel settlers on the other frontiers 
of *■ Greater Israel ”. 


DAVID HOTHAM 

German« 
up for thi 


1 









Israelis plan to stay on. 

From MICHAEL WOLFERS 

The Times (London, England),Friday, Nov 10, 1967; pg. 8; Issue 57095. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS 134442346 


2 



OVERSEAS NEWS 


Britain urged to 
talk on Aden 

NLF acts to protect firms 

From NICHOLAS HERBERT, Aden, Nov. 10 


The National Liberation Front 
today took steps to protect foreign 
financial and comffiercial firms and 
their staff in Aden. The high com¬ 
mand issued a decree declaring 
that from today ally attempt to 
damage or sabotage them Would 
be considered a criminal act 
against the revolution. The 
commands and the Army were in¬ 
structed to take the necessary steps 
to implement the resolution. 

Mr .‘Saif Dhali, the N.L.F.’s chief 
political officer, also criticized 
Britain for not coming forward 
with a statement recognizing the 
N.L.F. as the sole representative of 
the people. If such a statement 
were not forflicoming it would be 
clear that Britain’s policy was 
against the people of South 
Yemen, as the area is now known. 

The N.L.F. had already formed 
a delegation to negotiate with 
Britain and once negotiations be¬ 
gan attacks on British troops 
would cease. “There will be no 
while there is negotiation. 
Negotiation means peace ”, he de¬ 
clared at a press conference in the 
Shaikh Othman area. 

Absentees in Egypt 

Some of the negotiators would be 
men who took part in the abortive 
negotiations with Flosy (Front for 
the Liberation of Occupied South 
Yemen) in Cairo, but Mr. Dhali said 
that there was no need to wait for 
their return before beginning talks 
with the High Commissioner. They 
were expected back soon, and the 
N.L.F. did not expect that the 
Egyptian authorities would arrest or 
detain them. He was unable, how¬ 
ever, to give an adequate explanation 
for their continued absence, and this 
remains one of the mysteries in a 
mystifying situation. There has been 
some talk of Britain’s anxiety to re¬ 
sume relations with Egypt being one 
reason for delay, but Egypt now has 
a vested interest in an orderly trans¬ 
fer so that the B.P. refinery at Little 
Aden can continue refining ite oil. 

There is now an almost desperate 
feeling here that the time for diplo¬ 
macy by press conference is past, 
and I tmderstand that die South 
Arabian Army has begun to urge the 
British authorities to get on with 
talks. A high level meeting was 
held this morning at which local 
army commanders put their point of 
view to Sir Humphrey Trevelyan, 
the High Commissioner. Admiri 
Sir Michael Le Fanu, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. Middle East Com¬ 
mand, Major-General P. T. Tower, 
General Officer Commanding Land 
Forces, and Brigadier J. Dye, Com¬ 
mander of the South Arabian Army, 
were also present Sir Humphrey is 
understood to have said that he 
would study the Arab officers’ recom¬ 
mendations and reply at a later 
meeting. 

While the situation on the ground 
remains quiet at present, there have 
been reports of continued fighting 


in Lahej state, and everyone is aware 
that it would lake only a small inci¬ 
pient to ignite trouble between British 
and local forces, including conceiv¬ 
ably the Army. The authorities here 
are appaxeniiy unanimous in the 
view that the required declaration 
must be made, and the onset of ffie 
British weekend is viewed with 
alarm, carrying as it does the pos¬ 
sibility of continued lack of decision 
in London. 

Politicians unpopular 

Some nasty thin^ are being mut¬ 
tered about politicians, both those 
who seem determined to involve the 
safety of British civilians in party 
politics and those who are swayed 
from their course by such tactics. 
Nerves are, perhaps, a little worn, 
but 1 have heard people wondering 
when the last MF. came to Aden 
to study the situation for himself. 

There has been some concern too 
over the decision to allow the R,A.F. 
to take part in an action at this 
delicate juncture. Mr. Dhali said 
today that he knew nothing about 
the decision to send in Hunter jet 
aircraft against a small invasion 
force from Yemen yesterday. How¬ 
ever, the N.LF. was totally opposed 
to the use of British aircraft against 
any of the people of South Yemen, 
even if they were opponents of the 
N.LF- It ffid not accept that Britain 
bad the right to bombard the people. 

“ If the British Government know 
anything about anyone crossing the 
borders and feel it is their duty to 
do sometoing against them, fliat is 
the British GovCTnment’s own 
”, he added. He could not 
answer questions about the Army’s 
role in asking for air support because 
he knew nothing about the matter. 

This was an answer of some tacti¬ 
cal skill, as the use of the R.A.F. 
alongside an army which is alli^ lo 
a revolutionary movement is a fairly 
delicate issue at the best of times. 
Taiz radio in Yemen is understood 
to have begun already to use the 
incident as an opportunity to raise 
again the old cry that the N.LF. 
IS a stooge of British imperialism. 

Difficulty over 
recognition 

BY OUR DIPLOMATTC CORRESPONDENT 

The delay in opening talks with 
the National Liberation FTont 
(N.L.F.) in Aden was due. it seems, 
to the difficult' of recognizing who 
the effective leaders of that most 
heterogeneous body are. 

The N.LF. has been up to now an 
underground wganization. It has con¬ 
trol of almost all. if not all, the 
hinterland and the support of the 
South Arabian Army has under¬ 
pinned its success against the rival 
pro-u.A.R. nationatist organization 
Flosy in Aden itself. 

Wibat is needed now is for repre¬ 
sentatives to come forward and be 
recognized by the Army. 
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U S accused over 
Middle East 


Soviet strictures at UN 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS CORRESPONDENT— 

New York, Nov. 10 

After getting oft to a rough start, the Security Council has 
postponed further debate on the Middle East crisis until Monday 
to allow time for private talks designed, hopefully, to produce a 
consensus. 

Israel declined to take the floor last night as seventh speaker, 
the Soviet Union having managed to prevent her from speaking 
immediately after Egypt in reply to the latter’s charges—even 
though eight of the 15 council members favoured this course. 


New conflict 
inevitable, 
says UAR 

Cairo. Nov. 10. —Another war 
with Israel is inevitable because 
the search for a political solution 
has failed, but fighting will not be 
resumed in the near future, an 
article in A/ Alirain said today. 

The article, by the editor, 
Muhammad Has.sanein Heykal, 
who is a close friend of President 
Nasser, also said that time was on 
the side of the Arabs rather than 
Israel. Even so, in the long run. 
war should only be used as a “ last 
resort ” and was “ detestable ”. 

He said a resumption of fighting 
depended on these factors: — 

The Arab .Army must not only 
receive weapons, but know how 
to use them. 

The home front must be strengthened 
until it eould support the battle- 
tront. 

It "'as no good one Arab country 
confronting the enemy without the 
full support of all the Arabs. 

World opinion must understand the 
Arab cause and an international 
atmosphere favourable to the 
Arabs must develop. 

Mr. Heykal considered that the 
search for_ a political solution in 
the past five months was "not 
useless as war could not bring a 
final solution. — Agciicc France 
Pressc 

Paris. Nov. lt).~-Egj’pt "ill not 
reopen the hue? Canal before Israel 
withdraws from the Sinai Desert, 
President Nasser said in an inter¬ 
view published in the review 
Vb'vcnemeni today,— Renter. 


Israel's name was the seventh 
inscribed on the President's list, 
but normal practice in the council 
is to allow complainant and defen¬ 
dant to lead off and follow in a 
debate. 

M. Abba Eban, the Israel Foreign 
Minister, has asked to be the first 
speaker when the council resumes 
its debate on Monday, but it is by no 
means certain that his wish will be 
granted. 

Unless Moscow moderates its pro- 
Arab stand over the weekend it is 
hard to sec how a consensus can be 
reached. Nothing is known here of 
tile contents of the latest message 
which Mr. Kosygin, the Soviet Prime 
Minister, is reported to have sent to 
President Johnson, Mr. Wilson and 
President de Gaulle. Certainly, judg¬ 
ing by last night's performance by 
Mr. Kuznetsov, the Soviet Deputy 
Foreign Minister, the Russian stand 
is as hard as ever. 

Mr. Kuznetsov accused the United 
States of conniving at Israel's terri¬ 
torial aggrandizement. He described 
the American decision to supply new 
bombers to Israel as a hostile act 
against the Arabs. He rejected the 
Arnerican draft resolution as one 
which would "cover the tiggression 
of Israel^ with the flag of the United 
Nations ”. He further said he would 
vote for the Indo-African draft pro¬ 
vided the Arab states accepted it. 

All this does not augur well for an 
agreed solution. Last night several 
countries, among them Denmark. 
Canada and Japan, and to a lesser 
degree Argentina and Ethiopia, ex¬ 
pressed their dissatisfaction with the 
two alternative proposals and urged 
further consultations to help evolve 
what Mr. Tsiiruoka. of Japan, called 
"A formtdation svhioh all could 
support." 

For Britain, Lord Caradon also 
called for more consultations. He 
felt that until a United Nations 
special represenlativc was sent to 
the Middle East there would be no 
progress. 
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Firing over 
Jordan 
river 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Tel Aviv, Nov. 12 

There was a four-hour exchange 
of shellfire across the Jordan 
I today. Israel Army headquarters 
here said the Jordanians had 
opened fiat trajectory fire at 6 a.m. 
and then used mortars. There were 
no Israel casualties. 

The Cabinet today served notice 
I on the United Nations that Israel 
would not cooperate with any 
representative ot the United 
Nations Secretary-General, whose 
directives would interfere with her 
freedom of action in any forth- 
conung negotiations. 

The import was that fee India- 
Mali-N-igeria resolution before the 
Security Council, calling for the dis- 
of a United Nations representa¬ 
tive to arrange an unconditional wiUi- 
drawal of Israel forces from territory 
I seized in the June fighting, could not 
I be implemented. 

Houses damaged 

The Cabinet also indicated reser¬ 
vations about an American proposal 
linkittg the vathdrawal with an end 
to the state of war. Israd would 
determine her attitude towards 
United Nations resolutions on the 
basis of whethw they accorded wi& 
the principle that direct negotiation 
I with the Arabs leading to a peace 
! treaty was the only i>ossible way to 
settle the issues. 

Our Amman correspondent 
writes: — 

According to a Jordan miKtary 
spokesman Israel forces o-pened fire 
across the Jordan from 106 m.ra. 
guns on Arab farmers’ houses on fte 
opposite side of the river 30 miles 
north of Allenby bridge. This was 
followed by sporadic mortar fire. 
The Jordan forces did not return 
tile fire. Some farmers’ houses were 
: damaged, but there was no loss of 
life. 


Mr Brezhnev to 
visit Egypt 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

Cairo, Nov. 12 

Mr. Bre;^ncv. First Secretary of 
the Soviet Communist Party, is to 
visit Egypt early next year. The 
invitation was issued on behalf ^ 
President Nasser by AU Sabiy, one 
of his Deputy Prime Ministers, wiho 
flew back to Cairo from Moscow 
today. 

Mr. Brezhnev’s visit seems to show 
that the Russians have ceased to 
quarrel, even fitfully, ivith Resident 
Nasser’s ideology so long as it re¬ 
mains “progressive”. E-wn more 
important to Egypt, this first visit of 
a Russian leader to an Arab country 
since the war with Israel seems to 
show that Rsssia still regards Presi¬ 
dent Nasser as the titular Arab 
leader. 

At &e same time, apparently to 
maintain some balance between east 
and west. Cairo officials continue to 
refw to the coming restoration of 
diplomatic relations with Britain. 

Aden may still be a source of 
embarrassment, but the press has not 
taken advantage of the verbal 
at^cks on Britain by Eosy, which 
oriahally enjoyed the strong support 
of Sana and Cairo. 

Muhrin al-Aini, the new Ywnen 
Prime Minister, left Cairo today after 
a two-day visit during which he had 
discussions with President Nasser on 
Aden. 
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IMF talk with Arabs 


Tomorrow a delegation of the 
International Monetary Fund* 
headed by its director of Middle 
East operations, John Gunther, 
begins talks with the U.A.R. 
economic ministry at one of the 
shakiest moments in the recent 
history of Egypt’s shaky economy. 

Cairo is not very happy about the 
I.M.F. In its latest report the 
Central Bank of Egypt, says: ‘‘The 
position of the I.M.F. vw-d-vis the 
developing countries is not generally 
satisfactory.” 

On the other hand, the I.M.F. is 
not entirely satisfied with Egypt, 
which has already drawn almost all 
her S150ni. quota and also 
owes about S50m. in unrepaid debt 
since the beginning of this year. 
Although Egypt has made com¬ 
mendable efforts to reduce her 
balance of trade deficit, it is still 
running at 5275m. a year. 


Dr. Kaissuny, Egypt’s Minister of 
Planning, told a foreicn financier the 
other day that the country needed 
about S4()0m. in hard currency in any 
year just to keep ticking and at the 
moment there was only between 
SlOOm. and SI50m. available—^hc 
could not tell exactly how much 
because there were so many hands 
on the chequebook. 

Today it was stated that during 
the next six months S287m. would be 
made available for purchasing gen¬ 
eral goods and spare parts in “free 
currency 

Officially Egypt’s foreign exchange 
reserves stand at $46m. in currency 
and slightly less^ than double this 
again in gold. This should have risen 
slightly over the past month with 
payments ex-Saut?i Arabia and Libya 
in compensation for the U.A.R.’s loss 
of revenue in Canal tolls. But against 
this there is a total long-term in¬ 
debtedness of over SliOOOm., exclu¬ 
sive of another $220m. to the I.M.F. 
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BRITISH PRESENCE IN THE GULF—I 

Keeping the peace to protect 
the supply of oil 


By Charles Douglas-Home, Defence Correspondent 


There are now 6,000 British troops in 
the Persian Gulf stationed at Bahrain 
and Sharjah. Tliey are there because 
the Government bdieve that if they were 
wididrawn Uiere would be the danger 
of a conflict which would endanger 
Britain’s stake in the Persian Gulf oU. 
This could, in Mr. Healey’s words, cause 
millions of unemployed in Britain. Mr. 
Healey has said that though c<«\merci^ 
oil agreements exist, much of the oil is 
produced in tiny countries which can¬ 
not protect diemselves and mi^t be 
attacked by their large neighbours if 
Britain withdrew her protection, and 
that this could result in oil supplies being 
physically interrupted for a very long 
period. 

There are other political factors in the 
area not directly connected with oil, but 
no political assessment of the area can 
be m^ningful except in the peculiar per¬ 
spective created by the economics of oil. 
Apart from the general interest of the 
West in Middle East oil Britain has a 
particular concern in the area for three 
main reasons. First of all Britain owns 
a share of rnore than 30 per cent of the 
oil companies operating in the Gulf, 
whidi brings in foreign exchange of at 
least £200m. a year. These royalties 
would not come in if the oil companies 
operating the concessions were nationa- 
liked, but there is a whole array of 
commercial sanctions against nationah- 
zation which could be introduced by the 
international oil industry. The com¬ 
mercial reprisals taken by the oil com¬ 
panies against Iran after the 1950 
nationalization have not gone unnotic^ 
elsewhere in the Gulf, and indeed Iran 
has never fully recovered the position 
she held before 1950. But there is no 
possible military sanction against nation¬ 
alization by any of the big powers or the 
big producers in the Gulf. 

STERLING DEPOSITS 

It is only with resp«t to the small 
territories that the British presence is 
seen to be, in a roundabout way» a de¬ 
fence against nationalization. The treaty 
relationship with the Trucial States is 
complicated, but in theory Britain would 
be justified in reclaiming by force any 
oil installations which were nationalized. 
In practice, the sanction against nation¬ 
alization is more likely to be the threat 
of the withdrawal of the British military 
protection over local rulers than the 
threat of intervention. 

Underlying the British approach to 
nationalization, however, is the belief 
that the small oil producing stales in the 
Guif have not yet reached the level of 
commercial or political sophistication to 
vmderstand the dangers of nationaliza¬ 
tion. Nor have the financial benefits of 
oil sufficiently permeated their societies 
to make them pause before taking a 
primitive jwliiical decision like national- 
nation which might override their re^ 
interest. But it is certainly true too that 
Ae more small states there are, the less 
Idcelihood there is of them driving a 
hard bargain with the oil companies. 

Secondly, we have an interest in the 
status quo because we have a physical 
as well as a financial interest in the oil. 
The Government are reviewing our 
energy needs and are trying to ease 
Britain’s reliance on oil from the Gulf 
which last year amounted to 49 per cent 
of our total oil consumption. But even 
though consumption of Gulf oil will 
decrease as a proportion of the whole, 
Ae actual quantity of oil consumed will 
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continue to ri^ in line wiA a general 
inen^e in our energy requirements. 

Thirdiy, our poation in Ac Gulf 
means Aat Ae oil producing states hold 
large deposits in sterling and wiA sterl¬ 
ing's current predicament, Aat is not 
something to be ignored. In Ae present 
balance of payments situation a very high 
premium is obviously put on foreign 
exchange. The official argument holds 
that Ae oU from Ae Gulf, even after 
deducting Ae cost of stationing troops, 
is producing nearly £200m. annually in 
foreign exchange, and that Aerefore any 
change in Ae position would open up 
the risk not only of Ais loss, but a 
possible capital loss of £900m., which 
has been invested m Ae area—all in 
exchange for saving Ae £2Qm. annual 
defence costs. 

In fact, Ae variety of different oU 
situations in Ae Gulf makes it hard to 
justify Ae generalized approach to the 
subject adopted by Mr. Healey, As Ae 
tables show, most of Britain’s oil con¬ 
sumption comes from Ae four big pro¬ 
ducers, Kuwait, Iraq, Iran, and Saudi 
Arabia, of which only Kuwait has any 
direct connexion wiA Ae British mili¬ 
tary presence. It is worA remembering 
incidentally that Ae oil companies cal¬ 
culate Aat Britain could survive, wiAout 
rationing, Ae denial of any two of Aese 
major sources of oil at one time. Re¬ 
serves are already adequate to tide the 
country over Ae transitional period to 
reliance on oAer sources. The first 
question, therefore, must be whether 
Aerc are any conditions in Ae Gulf in 
which we could prevent or deter the big 
stales denying us Aeir oil if Acy felt 
so inclined. 

TTiat possibility has already been 
tested over the Israel question this 
year. It appears Aat Ae pressure on 
oil producing countries from their own 
development programmes and social 
expenditures—not to mention high 
levels of defence spending-^nake it 
hard for th«n voIunUrily to deny them¬ 
selves for long this revenue when they 

are prodadly already cominmcQ to such 

enormous long term projects. 

The situation is sometimes aggravated 
by Ae belief in Ae Middle East Aat Ae 


oil companies tre getting away with 
enormous profits &om Aeir production, 
and Ais occasionally leads tt> excessive 
demands for royalties. In foot Ae oil 
companies have only a limited margin 
for manoeuvre since Ae industry func¬ 
tions in such a way Aat Ae production 
process, although it brings in the big 
profits, requires only one-quarter of A« 
capital invested—the oAer three- 
quarters bemg required in ^trlbution 
and marketing down Ae line. 

There is obviously pressure too for 
more Arabization of Ac firms, but Aero 
is even a limit to Aat as recognized in¬ 
deed by local govemntents themselvei 
who would probably in Aelr hearts Ay 
away from Ae Am^ht ti&at Ae oU 

company could be co^letely d<nni- 
nated by Aeir own national, since in 
many of Aese countries the oil corn* 
pany, being Ae mmn sotuco rtf’revenue 
and often Ae oitiy centre for eAicated, 
managerial talent, epuM easily become a 
new centre of power in a cou^itry if it 
was toAUy given over to Arata^ person* 
nej. 

As far as consumption goes, Ae sina% 
oil produemg sAtes oitiy at prcaral 
supply about 5 per cent of Britain’’# 
needs. So from Ae point of view of 
supplies Aeie is virtually no tmfitary 
sanction possessed by Britain So assure 
Ae contmuation of sui^lies in any 
meanmgful quantity if Ae big powers 
in Ae area specfficaBy decide sot to 
provide Aem. The British iwestment 
in, and extraction of, oil toxo Ae 
Trucial States is still small edmpared 
to Ae rest of the Gulf, and w<Mild not 
be adequate eiAer as a fii^ncial opera¬ 
tion or as a physical source of Bvpply 
WiAout Ac other large areas. 

INTEREST IN STABIUIY 

Thus Ae British miliAry presence hai 
no direct application to Ae oil situation. 
It is more generally geared to preventing 
a political situation where Ae big coun¬ 
tries m Ae area too actively pursue 
their claims of sovereignty over Aeir 
smaller neighbours leading to conflict 
WiA oAer nei^bours possibly holding 
competing claims. It is Ae official 
British fear Aat such-a rituation would 
lead to a collapse of political stability 
in Ae area which, on the Nigerian pat¬ 
tern, might result in Ae stoppage of oil 
supplies, and that th^ would be econo¬ 
mically catastrophic to Britain at this 
time. 

It is the way A which political 
instability might endanger Ae oil situa¬ 
tion which causes Britam’s overall 
mtercst in stability more than, as 
Mr. Healey remarked, what some 
pet^le would consider to be a moral 
duty to prevent war if we are capable 
of doing so. But he did admit Aat if 
the situation developed in such a way 
Aat our presence became an irritant 
raAer Aan a stabilizmg factor, that 
would be one of Ae signals for us to 
reduce. That would seem to imply an 
admission Aat Ae British position in Ae 
Gulf, even over oil, does not derive from 
an absolute need but raAer from a 
calculation of what is best at any one 
time. The British official view would 
be Aat alAou^ Ae oil continue 
to flow satisfactorily in a variety of oAer 
political conditions, there is no reason 
why Britain mdivldually shendd risk 
CAi^rUncQUag in Ac aie% by puling AU 
suppotition to Ae test—unless Ae has 

to. 

Tomorrow: The political farXon. 
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A VERY FOOLISH THREAT 


It is too early to take seriously Mr. 
Abdel Fattah Ismail’s threat to close 
the Red Sea to Israel shipping by iri- 
stalling batteries on Peritn Island. For 
one thing, it is not at all clear who Mr. 
Ismail is nor what authority he has to 
speak on behalf of the N.L.F. That 
shadowy body has yet to emerge from 
its chrysalis of conspiracy and to present 
itself to the world as a credible govern- 
ment of South Arabia. Mr. Ism.ail's 
utterances bear the mark of a man 
claiming more authority than he is en¬ 
titled to. There is also the strong possi¬ 
bility that the threat is a propaganda 
manoeuvre designed to convince Syria, 
Egypt, and Algeria, which all support 
Flosy, that N.L.F. is an authentic, ex¬ 
tremist Arab party, as intractably anti- 
Israel as they. The chief reason to doubt 
the senousness of the threat is its 
extreme foolishness. 

Bottling up the mouth of the Red Sea 
would be a difficult operation, quite 
beyond the abilities of the South Arabian 
armed forces. It would also be very 
costly, and South Arabia seems destined 
to be born bankrupt, unless Britain (or 
someone else ?) gives it a vast dowry, 
and it is quite clear Britain is not going 
to pay for blocking the Red Sea. Inde¬ 
pendent South Arabia, then, would have 


to call for help, and the only power 
which might do it would be Egypt. 
Russia, a maritime power with strong 
views on the sanctity of international 
waterways, would hardly underwrite 
such an unlikely adventure. 

With Egyptian guns, and presumably 
gunners, installed in Perlm. the question 
would arise whose ships to stop. No 
ships destined for Israel were allowed 
through Suez. It is improbable that 
Britain or America would allow their 
ships to be stopped on the high seas, 
especially when the blockading force 
would be so vulnerable to British re¬ 
taliation from Mr. He/\ley’s Indian 
Ocean strike force. 

If only Israeli ships arc to be stopped, 
then South Arabia would, in effect, 
have declared war on Israel, Perhaps 
Mr. Ismail thinks this has already been 
done, before South Arabia is even 
independent. The Israeli General Staff 
might then give its mind to the con¬ 
siderable problems of how to occupy 
Perim, or even Aden. But a far more 
likely retaliatory target lies across the 
Suez Canal. If only for fear of seeing 
the Israelis in Cairo, the Egyptians who 
alone might do it are in fact most 
unlikely to support the belligerence of 
N.L.F.’s man in Beirut, 
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BP refines 
oil in Aden 
for Egypt 

Cairo, Nov. 16 

Infonned sources have re¬ 
ported Aat Soviet tankers wUl 
shuttle Egyptian oil to and from a 
British refinery at Aden, in an 
arrangement designed to offset the 
effects of the Isra^i shelling of 
refineries at Suez. 

The arrangement, which will 
make the Egj’ptian economy more 
dependent on the Soviet Union and 
. Britain, came about after the Egyp- 
lions lost 80 per cent of their petro¬ 
leum producing capacity in an attack ! 
staged in retaliation for the sinking 
of an Israeli destroyer, the Elath. 

The British Petroleum Co. 

announced in London that its Aden 
refinery would process up to 200,000 
tons a month of Egyptian crude oil j 
for the Egyptian Government’s | 
General Petroleum Corporation. This 
is about half of the U.A.R.’s petro¬ 
leum needs. The sources said that 
the Soviet tankers would do a large 
part of the transporting of the crude 
oil through the Red Sea'to the Aden 
refinery, and returning the refined 
oil. 

At least two Soviet tankers and 
some Egyptians vessels have already 
carried oil to the refineiy', the sources 
said. Domestic oil is important to 
the Egyptian economy, which was 
jolted by the June war with Israel 
and by the subsequent loss of foreign 
exchange earnings from tourism and 
the Suez Canal. 

Cairo is to pay oil processing fees 
to British Petroleum, in pounds 
sterling, but the monthly amount was 
I not immediately disclosed. 

© New York Times News Service. 
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Nasser move 
on freedom 
of thought 

FROM RAWJLE KNOX 

Cairo, Nov. 17 

President Nasser is trying to in¬ 
troduce a new liberalization of 
thought in Egypt, but is finding it 
difficult to progress against offi¬ 
cials and representatives groomed 
in the safety of authoritarianism. 
This is the burden of the weekly 
sermon issued today by Mr. Has- 
sanein Haikal, the influential 
editor of the Cairo Al Ahram. 
Mr. Haikal is one of President 
Nasser’s few personal friends. 

Over the past two weeks the re- 
lepe of the Muslim Brotherhood 
detenus, the return of property to 
the old “ reactionaries ”, the review 
of eases of dismissed civil servants 
and the open question and answer 
meetings held by the Arab Socialist 
Union, the only legitimate political 
party in Egypt, have shown clearly 
enough the lines on which President 
Nasser is thinking. Mr. Haikal had 
attended some of those meetings and 
w'as disappointed, not with the ques¬ 
tions which he found eager, perti¬ 
nent and intelligent, but with the 
perfunctory answers. 

He writes; “Sometimes we con¬ 
fuse slogans with information, 
whether they are thoughts or facts: 
That is to say, we talk too much but 
finally we say nothing.” 

Mr. HaikaPs main thesis is that by 
demanding that President Nasser re¬ 
main in power after he had admitted 
the Egyptian defeat, the people in 
effect said: “ Stay with us. w'e know 
there will have to be changes because 
things have gone wrong, only let us 
understand what the changes are to 
be and we will support them.” 
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Yemen expels 
two journalists 

Cairo, Nov. 19. —^The Yemen 
Government today ordered two 
journalists—IChader Nasser of 
i Regional News Services, which is 
1 based in Beirut, and Mr. Thomas 
Brady of the New York Times —to 
leave the country for reporting 
“false news*’, the Middle East 
news agency said tonight. 

The agency report, from Sana, 
Yemen’s capital, said the jourhal- 
I ists were due to leave tomorrow 
for Asmara.— Reuter. 

Links with Cairo 
to be renewed 

FROM OXJR DIPLOMATIC STAFF 

Britain and Egypt are to resume 
diplomatic relations next month, 
almost two years after they were 
broken off by Egypt because 
Britain refused to use force in 
Rhodesia. The Foreign Office 
said yesterday that no conditions 
were involved. 

The British Ambassador is ex¬ 
pected to be Sir Harold Beeley. 
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Divided aims in Palestine 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT—Jerusalem, Nov. 19 


The occupation of Jordan terri¬ 
tories by Israel in the six-day war 
has fanned the embers of the 
Palestinian movement on the west 
bank of the Jordan. 

The difficulties of establishing 
any real Palestinian independence 
at this stage of Middle East history 
would, however, seem to be 
insuperable. 

What remains of Palestine after 
nearly 20 years of Israel and Jordan 
nationhood is a half-world of men 
who have served under Turkish, 

British. Jordan, and now Israel occu¬ 
pation rule; and of men and women 
who under these regimes have lost 
land, possessions, and status. 

For many, a succession of lost 
hopes has led to apathy. Men who 
20 years ago fled from Arab towns 
like Jaffa to make new lives in Jeru¬ 
salem were too tired anj old after 
this year’s war to seek yet another 
adjustment. They have remained in 
east Jerusalem and the west bank 
towns close by and follow with 
resignation the protracted debates at 
the United Nations in New York. 
Some of them say that the war was 
not fought for them, and their cry 
for peace is as passionately voiced as 
that of the Israelis. 

The men who arc not apathetic 
and who are busy devising new ways 
of analysing the situation are in a 
minority, and within the minority 
advocate conflicting courses of 
action. 

The popular orthodoxy on the west 
bank is that the political alternative 
before the people—although not one 
that can be tested by a vote—is 
between Jordan and Israel, and the 
choice would te overwhelmin^y for 
Jordan. Any view which differs from 
this seems to some extent a self in¬ 
dulgence by the holder. 

The argument of the neo-Pales¬ 
tinians is that the Jordanians treated 


the Palestinia-ns as second-class citi¬ 
zens and that the disruption of Hpsh- 
emite power creates the opportunity 
for ensuring Palestinians a better 
deal. 

In the discussions I have heard 
on what is to be done now the 
Palestinians conceded three serious 
obstacles. The likelihood of Pales¬ 
tinians being given a voice in the 
international debate is small; any 
Palestinian plan is likely to be re¬ 
garded by Israel and Jordan as 
coHaboratfon wito the opposing in¬ 
terest ; and Palestinians now have no 
effective leadership and no machin¬ 
ery for identifying a representative 
body of opinion. 

Three ophons 

To categorize the possible schemes 
is to impose a false synjmetry on the 
present political chaos, but it can be 
loosely done. The cynic^ analysis 
is that people who have property 
interests in Amman favour speedv 
reunion with Jordan, and that those 
whose livelihoods are rooted in the 
west bank favour a measure of inde¬ 
pendence. The south of this region 
is regarded as more Palestine-minded 
and the north more militantly for 
Amman. 

Three options have been can¬ 
vassed: a Palestine state in coopera¬ 
tion with Israel, a reunion with 
Jordan, and a Palestine entity in 
cooperation with Jordan but with 
substantial demands and safeguards 
for Palestinians, 

The movement for the first option, 
which could, in the absence of a 
Middle East peace, be politically 
convenient for Israel, has not 
aroused visible popular support The 
Palestine entity would consist of the 
west bank of the Jordan and the 
Gaza strip, but because its existence 
would ease the administrative and 
defence burden on Israel, the entity 
supporters are regarded by Arab 
nationalists as traitors. The entity 

iC 


movement is based on Hebron, but 
its leader lies ill in an east Jerusalem 
hospitaU 

The movement for reunion with 
Jordan is supported by the older 
politicians and by many of the pro¬ 
fessional men who feel the west bank 
gives too cramped a living space. In 
return for their loyalty they expect to 
receive special favour from the 
Jordanians. At the moment they 
have no effective political contact 
with Amman, though businessmen 
can cross the Jordan and return, and 
it is possible that even if the west 
bank is returned Jordan memories 
may be short 

The third option is for federation 
with Jordan, but on terms that 
Amman would be unlikely to accept. 

Even where the motives for a 
Palestinian identity are agreed the 
method of establishing it and the 
timing may be in dispute. In 
Ramallah, a west bank marketing 
centre near here, I asked Dr. Hamdi 
Faruqi what the future of Palestine 
was. He said that Palestinians felt 
ill-used by the ^eat powers and by 
the Arab countries and needed some 
piece of land to call their own. The 
solution would be to reawaken the 
United Nations partition plan and to 
create a Palestinian territory. 

“ If Israel wants peace, she has to 
pay for it—with the partition plan 
amended”, he said. His new state 
would be under United Nations 
supervision but with a leaning towards 
Jordan. He also put in two provisos 
which seem broad enough to kill the 
plan. The new state must include a 
section of what is now northern 
Israel, a condition to which Israel 
would not a^ee. 

Dr. Faruqi, a former supporter of 
the left-wing Baath party, also de¬ 
mands that his plan must he accom¬ 
plished without any approaches to 
Israel, He is waiting for the initia¬ 
tive to come from Egypt, an eventu¬ 
ality which Seems fanciful under 
present conditions. 

.i 
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Fire in airliner 

Mt’NiCH, Nov. 20.—Fire broke out 
in a Pan American DC-8 airliner soon 
after it took off from here last night. 
The aircraft, bound for London and 
New York with 23 passengers and 
seven crew, returned to Munich and 
landed safely, the airline said. One 
person was injured.— Reuter. 

Russia to equip 
UAR refinery 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Cairo. Nov. 20 

Russia has provided Egypt with 
machinery for the establishment of a 

new oil refinery. Two Soviet vessels 
arrived at Alexandria today carry¬ 
ing the equipment. No further 
details are available. 
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PARLL4MENT 

Monday, November 20. 1967 


Commons: 

persuading 
Egypt to 
reopen canal 

The S»e«:er took the Chair at 
2.30 p,m. 

MR. MARTEN (Baebury. C.l 
atked the Secretary of State for 
I'oieijD Affaire for a statement on 
tile British ships trapped in the 
Great BilUr’ Lakes. 

ff (he said) an iittemattcHial 
loccc, ioduding dredgers, attempted 
to clear this intemalional waterway 
south of the Bitter Lakes and liber¬ 
ate these ships, does the Foreign 
Secretary seriously think that *e 
Israelis or the Egyptians would 


areas I would 
are doing wha 

other nations .. 

get the ships out of the Bitter lake 
urgent requirement of 


SiJsvSlE'l... 

sSSiSHrSS 

MR. BROWN.—1 would III 




become the .. 

member of it (Laughter and cheers.) 

Mr. OGDEN (Liverpool. West 
Derby. Ub.k—Many in the House 
will expect that the resumption ot 
diplomatic relations between this 
country and Egypt will be speedily 
followed by the removal of the 
physical and diplomatic obstacles 'o 



would be wisi 

SIR ALEC DOOGLAS-HOMB 
(Kinross and West Perthshire, C,).— 
Should not this 1^ linked vvifh the 
British ships in the lakes ? Surely 
the Foreign Secretary can confirm 
that Sir Harold Beeley has talked 
about this with the President of 
tgypl 1 How long will it take to 
clear the canal, pan of which. 1 
understand, has silted up ? 

MR. BROWN.-On the quesdon 
of repr^nlations to the President 
of the U.A.R.. Sir Harold Beeley 

raised this and. on my insistence. 

e ships. As a result of 


that I i 
sentations in Cairo. 


but when^tt 


Military aid 
not envisaged 

MR. WALL (Hallemptioe, C.) 

asked the Foreign Secretary for a 

Statement on Aden. 

MR. G. BROWN.-The slltiaUon 

in Aden and South Arabia remains 

quiet. Talks between the British 

Liberation Front are to begin in 


S'SXf 

MR. BROWN.- 




h aulhorffies^i' 


be wrong to limit what we are 

going to negotiate with them about 
before the negotiations begiB, 

SIR A. DOUOLAS-HOME.~Are 
we not in danger of falling into a 
trap 1 If we sup^y military aid 
following what is bound to be a 

hastily-negotiated independence, we 

may easily find ourselves supporting 

one side or another In a civil war, 
and this wc must not do. 

MR. BROWN.—1 do not see 
any circumstances in which the 
supply of military aid as such will 
be required either by them or in 


come out The establishment of a 
successor authority is very impon 
lanl. We would do no good if I 
were to start laying down the areas 
wi^in which negoUatioos are to 
take place. 

Work stops on 
9,000 homes 

MR. ROSSI (Hornsey. C.) asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government to what exleni the 
figure of 353.000 houses sarted in 
the first nioe months of 1967 in- 
duded starts made before April 6. 
1967, to avoid liability for bstter- 
roent levy, but on which develop- 


MR. MacCKHl. ^iamenlary 

Secretary-in a written 

It is -- 



Chancellor 
but shift of 

MR. CALLAGHAN, 
of the Fotchequer (Cardiff, South- 
Ub-), m his statement^ ab^t 

Resign” fnd from*^hc 


sets out devaluation objectives: no 
resources into exports: benefits in 


overall deflation 
1969 



off and who 

devaluation is 
ir competitive 

..— — on it will 

be ^^r^y cheaper for overseas 

oppommity 



keep. It could 'be IritterM 
away if delivery dales were not 
kept, quality was not up to standard, 
and large wage claims ss-ere made 
and conceded, which would have 
the effect of increasing the cost of 
our goods. This remains true in 
spile^ of risiog prices, Whera ihere 
' and genuine increases in 




srsscsk-' - 


Will he 
resign? asks 
Mr Macleod 

MR. MACLEOD fEnfield, West, 

“'I'^haro o'ne‘’Mi‘n!"to'’^?'lo 


baegaining. 

The Government have already 
begun consultations wiBi theT.U.C 
and the C.B.l. on the existmg prices 
and incomes policy, to ensure that 
it measures up to the needs of the 
new situation. As I said in my state¬ 
ment on Saturday, a strict watch 
wiU be mainiaiued on dividends. 

The primary purpose of this 
change in the rate is lo enable this 


. . least £5C»in. a 

year. Suoh a change round would 
have a profoundly beneficial effect 
on all aspects of our policy; on our 
forego policy, our stanAng in the 
world, and oor prospects for secur¬ 
ing economic growth aud full 
employment 

But It could aU be distipated if 
the inevitable rise in (^ees were 
malched by a general iocrease in 

is what I meant in July when 
I said: “Tbose who advocate de¬ 
valuation are calling for a reduction 
in the wage IcveR and tiie real 
wage standards of every member of 
the working class of this country ". 
tOppositioo iocerruptions.) 

The lotion is this, Without 
devaluation, during the course of 

— and unacceptable — balance 
of paymenu deficit 
_ As I see the situation develop¬ 
ing after devMualion, the bulk of 
'n personal 

— ...jld ha-- 

; iransterred 
we shall get rid of the deficit 
That is the price we shall have 

l^en we come lo 1969 we 
should be able to afford a rise in 
personal consumption — (Oppo- 


DevaluatioD n 


3S2"S“'sS'J3 


tipnal ic 




h™ ii: 

setting transitional expendituie wd 


been the « 


the Government’s policy for streng¬ 
thening the legions, Scotland, and 
Wales must continue and be in¬ 
tensified. 

We are out for export-led 
growth. The purpose of this deval- 


ltoh'we‘'^i tclfv 'ibe** 


The IntersatioDai Monetary Fund 
concurred in the devaluation. 

of other impor- 



lalance of payments. (Opposition 


Indeed, as exports s 
so total production wm increase. 
As regards public expenditure, 
the Goverument are cutting the ex- 

__ r^uedot 

e budget planned i.. _ 

n be made within the framework 
the defence policies anuounced 


measure of the deliberation that 
must precede (he taking of such a 
step by this country. 

The uew rate of S2.40 gives us 
a subsuniial competitive advantage 
without leading^other countries ^lo position^ 


lo come forward with offers of 
credit facilities. 

These facilities are not a loan to 

us. They are not intended for us 

lo live on, nor do we intend to use 
them for that purpose. They have 
been assembled as an indication 
that (he internatiooH monetary cen¬ 
tres of the world are united wnth us 
in their determioation to put an end 
to speculation against one of Che 
world’s key currencies. 

A further reinforcement will be 
the standby of lA billion dollars 
f^r which we have applied from 

Total financial resources for ti 
purpose will therefore be arou 
3 billion dollar. 

It was with great personal teg 
that 1 came to the conclusion II 

mend devaluaSon as an act 
policy to the CabiucI last week. E 
the change having been made, a... 
the new parity having been fixed, 
] believe that me House as a whole 
will agree that, provided wi 

— - pay j, 


improveni 


that reason I had to come to the 
conclusion I did. 

MR. SWAIN (Derbyshire. Norlh- 
tasl, Ub-k-^Sceiag that the coun¬ 

tries which supply our oil are not 
lo devalue, and that the companies 

which are exploiting North Sea gas 
are American based, how will de¬ 
valuation affect the fuel policy of 


Achieved without hostility: ‘ Well worth Friday ’ 







id iJ.OOOm. OB American 


proposing additional 
particu^ advanuge of this son 

except the inbuilt advantage 


MR, CALLAGHAN. - The 


- respect, both in relation ti 

and incomes, regional invesi 
restnKturing of in 



renily the Opposition, that'the' 

exchange rate was the principal 
obstacle to the achievement of these 
aims. wnU the Chancellor accept 
that many of us rejoice that w« 
have now got this albatroM off our 
necka. (Minisleriai cheers.l 
MR. CALLAGHAN.—I am sure 
Aat ^ihere are niany ot my hoii. 


MftS rimS if th^ bili;w'lh« 

this is the sole or even the major 


. together with ... 

tcome. would put us inco balance 
n payments surplus Until 


full b 




... _ _ -these things. He 

has devalued his word. He is plan¬ 
ning to bring down the standard of 
life of our people. He is an honour¬ 
able man. Will he resign? (Oppo¬ 
sition cheers, and mioisl^al cries 


him an equally succinct reply. 

I recommended ihe Cabinet to 
devalue. ’They accepted 


SIR ERIC BULLUS (Wembley, 
North. C.).-wm the Chancellor 
confirm that he made this decision 
a fortnight ago 7 How does be re¬ 
concile that with the parliamentary 
answer he gave me on October 74 
when he gave me a categorical 
assuraow that he would not devalue 


The social services 
lanspered with because 
need to tamper utiti 

we want is a shift in 

'■ ■ paymenu 


ful. (Minisleriai cheers.) 

Decisive break 
with the past 


E resfnosibllit) 


that I was putting m; 

MR. ATKINSON i 
Lab.k—The Chancellor said that the 

eta bill ty^chiev 
12 monUis. W 

poli‘4'”‘te?K 


Tax (uintributioo 
from industry 

D-CARPENTER 


_ige that devaluation 

given us, the Goverament are 

bound lo foilow a severe efeSa- 
tioR policy, and is it not 

. ..— thoroughly misleading to tell the 

mth them. What public anything else? 

t. CALLAGHAN.—No- The 
member has still not under- 
what devaluation involves. 
It does not involve deptessing total 
production or ou^iut. What it in¬ 
volves is sttifUng It. 

This is the reason for curbing 

- consumption and public ex- 


illon, Ub.).-He-, ..... 

AWpi it^ in good faith. (Some 


ales lelatioashiprigbi 
get a satisfactory 
gives us the ok»c- 


opposite. (Uughter and cheers.) 

The change in the rate, provided 
we are ready to pay the temporary 


get thal^ cost-sales 
SsWorai^vf 

Air fares 
will rise 

MR. J, P. W. MALLAUEU, 
Minister of State. Board of Trade 
(Huddersfield, East. Ub.), moved 
that the British European Airways 

Corporation (Borrowing Powers) 

Order, 1967, be approved. 

He said that international air 


I'deVte’Tp;^! 

hTfntStf, 


in^sing^the corporation 

g overseas is going lo h 

s7 

. CALLAGHAN.—The e 


ation; that production will 
■ UC as exports pick Up; and that 
will increase our gross national pro- 


•'P House may not fully a( 


ing one’s criticisms of the dclla- 

Chancellor and the Cabinet 'were 
to be warmly congratulated— 
(Opposition laughter and imerrup- 
tions)—on making this decisive 
break with the past, in iliat the 
exchange rale would no longer be 
the first priiwilv for the Govern- 
Afler taking this decition it must 

be exploited by taking chysical con¬ 

trol over prices, mobilizing private 
assets, restricting further the outflow 

M pnvale capilal. and making fur- 

defence expenditure. 

MR. CALLAGHAN.—I do not 




costs during the coming 

months ? 

MR. CALLAGHAN. — That 
would be a large undertaking to 

give, and I svould not like to give 

it without reflection. But certainly. 


Those companies trading over 
will I trust, have vc^ rnuch la 

lion, if they take full advant 

ol the opportunities offered lo the 

It is for that reason that it se 
<0 iTte. in view of the very 1, 

increased profitability of indu. 

that is likely to take place over the 
next 12 mooths. in view of the fact 
that eve are asking all seealons of 
Ihe commimiiy for sacrifices, we 
should Jtot put industry iu the posi- 

profiis, exceptionally iarg^pn^fst 


ssirisK’.' 


Mr Callaghan 
answers a taunt 
MR. PEYTON (Yeovil, C.), — 
Why has the Chancellor reserved 
the pillory for himself, (Ministerial 
protests and Opposition cheers.) Not 
only did the Prime Minister lake 
responsitelity personally for Ihe 


Implications for 
agricnlture 

MR. TURTON (Thirsk and 
Malton. CO said the Chancellor had 

matte an important omission on the 

replacement of a substantial quan¬ 

tity of food imports by increased 
agricuiturai production. Would he 
now arrange for a spedal review 

sjon of British agriculture in the 

MR. CALLAGHAN.—"ntere is 

a case for reviesving the implica- 

rions of this on agriculture. The 

MinUler of Agriculture has already 
bepin on this. He will have further 

opportunities during the price 


national Air Transport__ 

There was a provision that in the 

There was a 
the calling of i 


Id be paid 


Flostility would 
have cost more 

. MR. THORPE (Devott. North, 
L.).—Since the immediate alterna¬ 

tive is increasing stagnation and un¬ 
employment. many of us accept the 
inevitability of devaluation, while de¬ 
ploring the lack of planning and the 
mistiming, and regard it as the ii 


reinforced, for the 

-f British industry to 
enable us to overcome the disequili- 


>w looking forward tc . 

“1 


MR. SELWYN LLOYD (Wirral, 
\ I-,...:— .v.— '||eusrion5, waa 


C.X—During 
an offer made oi a 
without conditions? 


Irresponsible to 
keep borrowing 

MR. CALLAGHAN. - 


Chancellor regard this 
opportunity to get the 
c^ciiuMiic srructuxe of this country 
riaht? Would he give urgent con¬ 
sideration to immediate tariff cuU 
to produce greater ctGciecicy before 
the Kennedy Round, a real effort 
to get incentives in taxation poltcv. 
;vith particular reference to abolish¬ 
ing the selective emptoyinent lax, 
and^a real initiative towanis the 

rency so that sterling is never again 
under these unilateral pressures? 

MR. CALLAGHAN.—Outside 

those who wish m ink* some party 
advantage of it, (he test of the 
world believes that the timing of 
(his operation aad -s 

iu execution has _ _ 

well carried out (Oppositic 


likewise there is every reason why— 
provided thev get their iovestments 
up—they, too, should make their 
conffibulion lo the task that has to 
be fulfilled. 

MR. MENDELSON (Penislone. 

Lab.)—While accepting Ihe export 

advantages titat will accrue, will 'he 
Chancellor bear in rrrind that Qte 
ineviteble increase of the cost of 
living will beat heavily upon srork- 
people, and when he talks in terms 
of controlling dividends, that is a 
completely ditferert operation from 
controlling wages ? 

Will he make sure these work¬ 
people. who make the sacrifioesand 
who will suffer in the cost of living, 
will share in the increased profits 
we^will be making in our export 

MR. CALLAGHAN.—The best 

way we can increase the share ot 

profits is by ensuring we have a 

large aud vigorous increase in our 

the whole of our industrial pr^uc- 
lion. That will mean a rising stan¬ 

dard of life, but for the moment 
and in the lueanlime, what we have 
to do is to gel this shift of re¬ 
sources out of persona! consump 
tion and out ot public expenditure 


cheers)-^some time ago, but also 
this is the third lime on which 
Socialist policies have brought (his 
country to the humiliation of de¬ 
valuation, (Renewed Oppotition 
cheers and minisleriai protests.) 
Docs the Chanoellor not think that 

three times is too much ? (Opposi¬ 

tion cheers.) 

MR. CALLAGHAN—As regards 

the first point we have a «v«eFn 

of Cabinet responribility i 
Grwemmcni. (Opposition cr 
"No”.) I am the Minister 

responsible for both Ihe reco.. 

datioD not to devalue and the .. 

commendation to devalue. I fuUv 

understand my responsilrilities in 


.. widely reported that the 

Chancellor reartied a decision a fort- 

ni^l ago. How much money was 
spent supporting Ihe policy line in 
that period, bow much was com 
mitled on the forward market, and 
what wll the extra cost of repay- 

MR. CALLAGHAN.—The right 


D would n 

.rJwtz 


Res-braining 
wage increases 
MR. WYATT (Bosworth, Lab.i. 
—Will the Chancellor accept that 

his conduct over the last few days 

has svon him many friends in many 
unexpected places ? (Laughter.) 


borrowing limit from £!IOm. lo 

£125m. The borrowing was needed 

for various forms of capital expen¬ 
diture including Ihe purchase of 
aircraft. The Government had 

approved the purchase of IS 
Tridents and 18 b.A.C. 7-11 500s. 
The cost of these aircraft was likely 

to be around £7Sir. spread over 

the years 1965-66 to 1969-70 
Progress payments were being 

made and theae amounted to £13m. 

on the Tridena and fS.SflCfW on 
the B.A.C.S. This Tiad helped 
to bring tile borrowings on invest¬ 
ment account up to £98,500,000. 

Further progress payments will 
fall due before March 31. 1968. In 
addition progress payments had to 

as flic new cargo terminal building 
at Heathrow. 

On the second hall of the re- 

.. Prcsi- 

if 'Trade hop^ 


It of the Board ol 




bOalcral talks 

As this operation has been carried 
through in an extremely successfoj 
manner—(Opposition cries of " Oh ") 

Governments has shown. . . . (Re¬ 
newed cries of “Oh”.) 

If that arouses incredulity. I 
would just quote the words of M. 
Hubert Ansiaux. Governor of the 
Belgian National Bank, who said : 
“ This is the first in history to be 
accompanied by so much inter- 


incurring the hostility of those who 


— of the 
cellor has proposed dobber theve 
-- . 


times is more than enough. 

When 1 had been in office iu> 
one month. I was approached by a 
very senior monetary autitority in 
Europe—someone vAo is known 

to everyone concerned in this field 

—who. spedeing as he said on be¬ 
half of the Six, said that he beUeved 
that wa ought to devalue by be¬ 
tween to and 15 per cent 
if there is any accusation 
—(Opposition protests)—that this 
devaluation is the result of Labour 
Government economic policies— 
(Opposition cries of’’Yes'^Iet me 
say to the Conservative Parly that 




care to avoid international disturl^ 

Ttiere was a series of bilateral 
discussions in which countries came 
forward and offered to put credita 
at our disposal to maintain pariri-. 
There were no conditions attached 
to these. ’They were normal central 
banking anangemenls. 

I reached the conclusion that it 
was irresponsible to go on borrow¬ 
ing in Ihe short term in this way. 


That was well worth Friday. If 
we had gone into this wiUi the 
hosniity of the rest of the svorid 
and wilhouMe^ing tbrir coopera- 

than any losses on the e^Tnge 
on Friday. * 

MR. ASHLEY (Stoke on Trent, 
South. Lab,).—In spite ot devalua- 
non. would the Chancellor agree 
the need for, an effective prices and 
incomes pohey, a viaNe regional 
poUcy, and cuts io miUtary expendi¬ 
ture. all opposed by Mr. Macleod. 
"5.,'“’?',n«««s“ry than ever? 
Would he fuiiher agree that cuts 

be opposed by Mr.' Mwleod. w§{ 



duclivity—(so 

tions)—but V 

legislation to make sure mar me 

value of Ihe action of devaluation 

is not lost? 

MR. CALLAGHAN.—The Mini¬ 
ster of Labour and the Economic 
Secretary are discussing the issues 
that arise out of this with the 
general secretary and other members 
of the T.U.C. this afternoon. 

I would not wish to go dep^y 

Goverament do not bdieve in pre¬ 
sent circumstances that additional 
legislation would yield us the bene¬ 
fits that we need. 

MR. SANDYS (Streatham. C.).— 
Having been forced to reverse 
totally the cconoimc poEcy on which 
•’ -eleoed, --- 


MR. CALLAGHAN. — ’The 
export rebate and tat part of the 
international 


... -4 interruptions.) 

The otiier consideration we 1 
to bear in mind, if Son. gentle 
can forget their parly'poQrts t< 
minute—(cries of “Come off 
—IS this: that there is - 

Adntmistration is having 


—(Cffsposiflon Uu^iM and mini¬ 
sterial cheers)—I am just trying lo 
get you CO underataud the truth. 

I rejected the advice then because 
I believed it was right that (h'x 
country ebould make every effort 
throu^ prices and incomes and in 
every other way to overcome the 
funramental disequilibrium rather 
than taking what would then have 
beeo regarded as the toft oj^on. 
But .yen left us io this state. O-oud 


MR. CALLAGHAN.—That is a 

“■ ‘‘Hwl’e. ttT“ Uu* 


dedsion lielween the B.A.C. 2-11 
and ae ’Tridect 3 B. This matter 
iras already having an effect on 
B.E.A tisaoces and therefore pre¬ 

sumably on their need lo borrow. 

MR. RANKIN (Glasgow, Govan 
Lab.) said B.EjL should be given 
freedom fiiat the indepen- 

needs. 


result of devaluation it could be a 
serious blow to attempts to bring 
new industry to Northern Ireland. 

MR. MALLALiEU said that 
decisions on future aircraft could 
not be taken solely on the needs 
of Ihe B.E.A. The Goveramem had 
to take into account wider interests 


in other ways. 

It would be a matter of great 
distress if the aviation industry be¬ 
came a poUtical fooib^l just as the 
steel industry bad at one lime 
become. Tbe Covenimeat svan»d 
to find a solution to the industry's 

— 4 ..-.V. ,0 jj 





18 as age of 
majority 
makes sense 

MR. MICHAEL STEWART. 

UH^“g^ta[ ta Ho^Uke 
note of the Report of the Com- 
mince on tile Age of Majority, said 
the committee had deliberately re¬ 
frained from discussing tiie voting 
age. II nti^t well be that is duo 
course there would be an expression 
of view OR this from the Speaker'a 
Conference on Electoral Law. 



of 18, then this rnight . 

lodgment on the voting age. 

TTie Goverament were io b 
general sympathy with the rew... 
mendations of the Uley Comrtutlee. 
-ncludmg those which were not 
passed imaoimously. But clearly -t 
was *5irabte to get the opinion of 

My own general sympathy the 
said) IS with the Latcy Commiriee 
[Fopojition that the age of majority 
keep in line v/iih'^tiic^'acl'i^'^acri 
of the time, we have to ask if our 
young people in recent years, or in 
this century, have changed to such 
a degree that it is sensible to talk 
a^ui lowering the age of majority. 
There is very tittle doubt that they 
have. 

If the tnajorily n 


quenily entered ioto imprudent con¬ 
tracts than older people. If it was 
agreed that the age for marriage 
and contracts should be IS instead 

of 21. it followed that Ihe general 

age Of majority should be il 

Parental advice 
OD maniage 

SIR JOHN HOBSON (Warwick 

and Leacningioii. C.) said he 

basis that all parents should arrange 

marriages for their children. He 
would reprd the obligation to ar¬ 
range marriages for his dau^ters as 
a horrifying liability that he would 
not dare to undertake. (Laughter.) 
All the same, parents were probably 
the best people lo advise their 
children on marriage. 

Tite present law gave some but- 


authority, and the idea that to nip- 
port that parental authority was to 
put a knuckleduster in the hands 
of the parent and destroy family 
life was unreal and an absurdity. 

MRS. WINIFRED EWING 
(Hamilton. Scot Nat), io a maiden 

speedi coBiraiulated those reaxin- 

sihle for Ihe report for travelling 
pan of the way that Scotland had 
been travelling more or less since 
the Retonnatiom Thev h 


n free to marry a:. 

home at 16, without parental o 

She was on the tide of youth. 
They sheuld have voles earlier. *11x5 
result of giving more power lo 
young people would be (o hasten 
the iTay when she would be fortu¬ 
nate io having colleagues to join 
her on behalf of the parly 
she represented. (Cheers.) 

MR. MACLENNAN (Caithness 
and Sutherland, Lab.), a 

of the comm-.. •' 

everybody vv. .. 

to protect Ihe immature members 
of soricly. not enough altenlioo 
was always paid to the ri* of ever- 
protecting tho.se who were ready 
to assume Ihe responsibilities of life 
MR. GRIEVE (SolihulL C.) said 

he favoured the retenlioii of 21 as 

Ihe age of majnriiu, 

MR. WILLIAM ROBINSON 
rwallhamsiow. East. Ub.) said 
mg people had to decide 




1. said that while 




i 18 Ol 


gest they were not capable of doing 
that. 

MR. JAMES DAVIDSON (West 
Aberdeenshire. L.| said he agreed 
with the recommendations. Almost 

recruited lo *lhe Services assumed 

that discharge by purchase svas an 

automatic Tight 

JtIR. HUCKHELD (Nuneaton. 

called apathy of the young sprang 
from the fact that they were still 

not permitted to bear lesponsibility. 

Persuasion rather 
than a veto 

MR. AWORY (Chippenham, C.l 
could not believe that any M.P.s 
considered that a girl of 20 or 20) 

married- As the falb^ of three 
dau^icrs, the problem would soon 

He did not think he should be 

his daughters once they got to the 
age of 19 or 20. If he did not 
approve ot their choice no doubt 




jury s^ce. but^one^cis 

rFH-Es-w? 






ARTHUR IRVINE. Solidlor 
General (Liverpool. Edge Hill. 
Lab.), said the Minister of Defence 
(Admiitislration) was carefully ct>n- 
lideritig the question of tlie age of 
contractual liability as it affected 
file position of encraoix lo tbe Ser- 
-rs.-complications and 


li Uteri wi 


The House adjourned 
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NASSER REJECTS 
ISRAEL PEACE 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT—Cairo, Nov. 23 

No matter what the cost. Israel ships would never pass through 
the Suez Canal, President Nasser told the Egyptian National 
Assembly tonight. 

[ This would appear to mean a rejection of the British resolution 
which was accepted by the United Nations Security Council yester¬ 
day, but nowhere in his speech did President Nasser categoricallv 
reject it. e j 


While Egypt was trying to 
restore the strength of its armed 
forces, he said, it must pursue its 
cause through diplomacy, but 
“ what is taken by force should be 
restored with force Egypt’s 
economy in future would be a 
war economy. 

He demanded the complete 
withdrawal of the Israelis from 
every inch of Arab land occupied 
in June. “This is not to be bar¬ 
gained with.” After the passing 
of the Security Council resolu¬ 
tion, it was now necessary to have 
a new Arab summit conference. 

President Nasser thanked Rus¬ 
sia for quickly supplying the 
Egyptian armed forces with new 
arms and equipment after the June 
war with Israel. He said that 
Mr. Ali Sabry, a deputy Prime 
Minister, on his recent visit to 
I Moscow, had been assured by 
Mr. Brezhnev, the First Secretary 
of the Soviet Communist Party, 
' that Russia would continue to 
support the Arabs. 

[ Our United Nations Corre¬ 
spondent writes: — 

U Thant, the Secretary-General, 
has informed all the parties to the 
Middle East conflict of his inten¬ 
tion to send Mr. Gunnar Jarring 
of Sweden as his special repre¬ 
sentative to the area, charged with 
the task of promoting a settlement. 

Syria rejects peace plan, page 5; 
Leading article, page 11. 


Pilots plan 
48-hour 
strike 

BY ARTHUR REED. 

AIR CORRESPONDENT 

B.OA.C. pilots will strike for 
48 hours early next month if direct 
talks with the airline have not 
begun by then, the central council 
of the British Airline Pilots’ 
Association (Balpa) agreed yester¬ 
day. A full-scale stoppage could 
follow. 

Balpa said they were withhold¬ 
ing details in order not to preju¬ 
dice the outcome of the round of 
talks being held. 

NUR head chides 
locomen 

BY OUR LABOUR STAFF 

The threat by locomotive 
drivers to refuse to allow guar^ in 
their cabs, which could lead to a 

■fr4*C.)l /vf rcilKitOXf CAT- 
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2.-HOW STRONG A RESOLUTION? 


Of course il is an excellent thing to 
have a re.^oluiion on ilie Middle East 
passed unanimously by the Security 
Council, and h is ‘a pleasant surprise 
tor Britain to find itself parent of such 
an unexpected baby. There were, it 
seemed, at ieasl two positive gains m 
the resolution. The first was the call 
for the appointment of a special repre¬ 
sentative of U Thaxt to go to the 
Middle East and "establish and main¬ 
tain contacts with the stales con¬ 
cerned with a view to a pcrtnancni 
selllemcnt. The second was the admis¬ 
sion by everyone, including by implica¬ 
tion the Arabs, that Israel existed as a 
state and had a right to " secure and 
recognised boundaries free from threats 
or acts of force Both could be marked 
up as victories for realism. 

But there is still a large element of 
unreality in the resolution inasmuch as 
it is open to different interpretation by 
the combatants. Ever since the fighting 
slopped in June the Arabs have been 
demanding that the Israelis should with¬ 
draw and the Israelis have been saying 
that the Arabs should negotiate. The 
resolution covers both points but gives 
neither priority. Presumably it will be 
up to U Th.\ni representative (he is not 
called a mediator but would have to be 
one) to shuttle from one side to the other 
until both processes — withdrawal 


and talks- arc going simultaneously. 

Israel .s attitude to the /nedialor is 
somew'hat sceptical. Mr. Eban said 
last week that Israel would cooperate 
with him only if his mandate “ did not 
prejudice our policie.s or our nego¬ 
tiating position This means that 
Israel will accept no sub.slitute for direct 
negotiations with the Arabs. The Arabs 
set their face.s as firmly against this as 
ever. Indeed, President Nasser 
yesterday bpoke in terms which made 
nonscn.se of the United Nations resolu¬ 
tion, Israel’s withdrawal, he said, was 
something there can be no bargaining 
about. The Khartum summit position 
had to be maintained—" that is, non- 
recognition of Israel, no negotiations 
with Israel, and no peace with Israel ". 

It is up to the unfortunate mediator to 
discover whether there are any doveish 
thoughts behind all the.se hawkish words. 
'! here would be no point in his setting 
out and no meaning in the Security 
C.ouncil vote- -if there were none. 
Soundings on both sides have in the pa.st 
given some hope. More recent c.etions 
-the clash over the Jordan on Tuesday, 
the arms build-up in Egypt and Syria— 
have diminished that hope. The mediator 
will have to be a tough negotiator, and 
he does not stand much chance unless 
the Security Council goes on backing 
him. 
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THE TIMES DIARY 

Will Oxford too elect a woman ? 
Taking the pulse of Cairo 
Thorpe’s Gold Ribbon snipped 

THE Oxford Union may well follow Cambridge and elect a woman 
president on Friday. Miss Geraldine Jones, of St Hugh's, the preseiit 
junior librarian, is making her second bid for the office. TTiis linie 
most of tbe union pundits think she will win with a plump majority. 

fcth Miss Jones and her opponent Matk Moroney, of Exeter 
Uolleie, the junior ueasurer, come from Liverpool She went to 
a local gramnltf school, Mr. Moroney to Beaumont Moroney is 

* — Catholic and a paS secrMaiy of the Oxford University Con- 

ci.» .. » Liberal Both hate wide experience 
n, holding two offices apiece on their 


servative Association. She 
in the administration of the 
way up tbe ladder. 


if women in the ui 


I TUs factor is expected to wagb 
' beavtly ra favour of Mih Jones- 
*°? “01 recaU the 

I anti-feminist feeling which defeated 
I both her and Miss Morgan last year. 

The successful visit of Miss Ann 
I Malialieu, the Cambridge Union 
I pr«:dmt io the drugs debate at the 
! tamning of term, is expected to 
I help her too. But some think Ibat 
Oxford’s traditional aversion from 
wonjCT may stil! prove too strong: 
min' t B 

“u^^tnan baa a ctaace for at leas 

Not from 
her knees 

' ALTHOUGH President Nasser’s 



-<ial?^inbl‘y on 

widely regarded in 
Middle Ea$tl“ii*^'* 
needed W' 
morale ha‘ 

In fact, reports 


Ceraldine Jones 




Ur. Alston, 34. suited the press 
two years ago from his oam home. 
This year the dim practically fiUs 
a factory, and its turnover is £40^00; 


be nearer fTO.OOa 


It just 


lavi, jepuris a colleague 
from Cairo, even Nassvr s 
«<lass critics, whose numbers 
nave been sweiUng allhough they 
nave so far remained silent, have 
for the moment rallied behind him. 
Allhough the overwhelming wish is 
for a peace seitJemem, they agree 
wifli Nasser that Egypt diould not 
negotiate from her knees. 

“ When we lost, the impossible 
happened; everything else sine* that 
I only added to our hopelessness”, 
observed one very prominent Egvp. 
ban nefvspaper editor. “Nasser has 
' intficalid that he is willing to rive 
all that is necessary for peace. And 
we are still willing to rive ttiat But 
I his speech has ri'en us hope that 
. wc Mil not give with a guo at our 
, head. This is not the old drum-beat 
' but a auestion of dignity." 

So far the ultimate economic 
I eSects of the war have not bit the 
I people, and the Govemment is push- 

I mg ahead with its Kojohs. partica- 
I larty Aswan, which only recently 
! began jtroducing more electricity for 
the riri^-well ahead of schedule. A 
I new element of efficiency bas come 
to Ewpt since the war. So humili¬ 
ated have the Egyptians been that 
usiness or serial obliga- 
ot honoured 


English 
ne project 


pullulating offspring: a 365- 
vohjme set of facsimiles of tiie most 
significant works in the bibliographv. 

Thus far 170 sets have been ordcr^ 
largely by American unlveirilies. at 

£2.«0U each. 

He began the research lor the bib¬ 
liography in 1»60. loured Continental 
and American libraries and corres¬ 
ponded with others he could not visit 
“ 1 turned up some extraordinary' 
books in Rusda and Japan, and 
found one very rare work in a tiny 
mnnicipal library in Germany. I 
discovered far more sources than 
people imarined. It was exciting 
enough to tell scholars these books 
existed, and even belter to make 
them available.” 

Dr. Alston haw'ked the biblio¬ 
graphy project round publishers with¬ 
out success. “ I offered it to almost 
every publisher and University jxess. 
They said it was a lunatic scheme; 


srimers {the previous five ate already 
.old out), and published f2 volumes 
>f the bibliographical facsimiles and 
I further H in fte general series of 
acsimiles to boot 


■■ That’s jist 


No more 
hob-nobbing 




Gold Ribbon was launched at ili* 
1%6 party conference, with Mr. 
Thorpe as an enthusja.sllc backer. 
The idea was that members wonld 
pay for the privilege of hob-nobbing 
with the priviiegri. But it ran into 
trouble because tbe “snob element” 
ui Ibis ingenious plan was thought 
bv some to accord iU with party 
principles. 

Mr. Timothy Beaumont whose 
own ennoblement is imminent bur 

held open house at Ifempstead v.'jih 
a barbecue for tlie Gold Ribbon’s 


BECAUSE oj she huge fte at 
Cgpiet in Mtsl Germany this year, 
ihs Delenee Mininry has ertconragt'd 

the JM.OtW sotiiers In the Brnides- 
.'• -•■Miaisiry 




d lha! ihc 


apple , 


rti apprcelable in 


The Minarry calCHlares rhat even 
it all rants play rlielr juU pan in 
" operation apple n-iib the best 
munch in the n-or/d thev een only get 
through 10,000 rons 'a year. But 
the 1967 apple tervesr is almost two 
million to 


■r the p. 


Operas 

galore 



THE B.B.C. it appears, is quietly be¬ 
coming Britain’s largest single pat¬ 
ron of contemporary opera. Apart 
from the Benjamin Briiien commis¬ 
sion I mentioned recently, the cor¬ 
poration has another five works in 
various stages of completion. 

In the main, the librettists are new 
the field; Ehtym Jones is a Z-Cou 
' ” SofUy ivriter. John Hop- 
Owen and Bernard Kops 
playwrights, and Ronald Duncan 
. poet The composers are Wil-- 
' Josephs. Christopher Whelen. 

Wilkinson, Norman Kay and 


risges, but the others Just came to¬ 
gether’. says Cedric Messina. Bead 
of B-B.C. opera. “We actually 
started a couple of years ago, but it’s 
taken a long time for tbe tret to 


Elwyn Jones and J. 


says, at 




It. Hopkins, 


curious, says: "It had perhaps a 
slightly unfonuiiaie image, and it 
was financially only a moderate suc¬ 
cess. Nothing like the Ubetal 
Women s Christmas Shop in Wig- 
more Street which is taking £500 a 
day. I think mv barbecue raised 
e £50: 




A living 
and a fortune ? 

ALL dons, in i sense make their 
living ftom^oks. Dr. liobin Alston, 

wdtf Sems Ut "ir* 
fortuM from them. '»eharsteicd 


libririeshavetfieiori^^naT^ 

igStSSssS 

secondhand,! decisJed to make these 
unavailable sources available." 


son, dircciM^S musi'c ante Nati^ 

So’/V" 


Anglo-Saxon 


mountaineer 


SIR ARNOLD LUNN. the 79-\ear- 
old Roman C-afholic writer and 
monnlaioeer, has just completed his 
autobiography. |k title, Vnkiikj 
lor So Lang, c-ame from a Swiss lady 
when he narrowly escaped being run 
over in Zurich. ■ I wonder vou 
have remained unkilled for so 
long”, she said. 

Sir Arnold's closest brush with 

death occurred in 1909 while still 

an undergraduate at Balliol. He fell 
I50ft from tbe edge of "The 
Table” on the east ridge of the 
Cysrsvy in North Wales. Toe lower 
part of his right leg was b:rt almost 
at right angles, shattered and crushed 
and since then bas been two inches 
shorter than his left 

He was advised not to climb 
again: but tv<o years kterhe scaled 
the great Mom Blanc at Zermatt 
Me recounts in his book how a Swiss 
companion remarked; ” Below the , 
snowline Lunn was eosmupolilan 
and urbane, but tiie muireni the 
real climb began he degenerated into 
ua vrai type Angla-Suxon.'' 

The book, Sir AraolcTs fifjy-grsl, 
win be published by Allen and 
Unwin on April IS next year, the 
author’s eightieth birthday. 


PHS 
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Anger in Israel over 
U S bank’s order 

FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT^Jerusalem, Nov. 28 


On June 5, the day the Arab- 
Israel war broke out, the First 
National City Bank of New York 
telegraphed to a leading com¬ 
mercial bank in Tel Aviv and 
ordered it to destroy all the unsold 
First National City travellers 
cheques in its vaults. 

The action, which was not dis¬ 
closed at the time, was confirmed 
today by Dr. Ernst Lehmann, the 
joint general manager of the Tel 
Aviv bank, the Bank Leumi le- 
Israel 

The move infuriated Israel bankers 
and brought a prompt retaliation. A 
few days after the war, Israel with¬ 
drew the several milliion dollars in 
currency reserves it had deposited in 
the First National City Bank. 

The Israel withdrawal order was 
accompanied by a letter from Mr. 
David Horowitz. Governor of the 
Bank of Israel, the nation's central 
bank, expressiiig the Israel irriiation 
at the New York bank's move. 

In July, on a trip to New York, 
Mr. Horowitz brought the matter 
up personally with officials of First 
National City. 

“It was a stupid thing for First 
National City to do”, said another 


Israel banker, who asked not to be 
identified. “It was foolish from a 
purely practical point of view, be¬ 
cause the bank has a great number 
of Jewish depositors who were sure 
to be angry when the story got out. 

“I suppose they were afraid that 
Tel Aviv would be overrun and the 
Arabs would issue their cheques 
without paying for ^em. Or perhaps 
they were worried about damaging 
their relations in the Arab countries. 

Nlw York, Nov. 28.—The First 
National City Bank said today that 
at the outbreak of the Arab-lsrael 
war last June, it sent cables to all 
banks In the war zone that sell its 
travellers’ cheques—not just those 
in Israel—mstructing them to 
destroy ar^y unsold cheques in their 
vaults. 

Included in the group, a spokes¬ 
man for the bank said, were banks 
in Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Libya, Tunisia and Syria, in addition 
to Bank Leumi in Tel Aviv. 

First National City denied that 
the Bank of Israel had withdrawn 
“ several million dollars in currency 
reserves” a few days after the war 
was over. The spokesman added, 
however, that he could not say that 
there was no withdrawal of any kind. 

Neyv York Times News Service. 
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Aden handed 
over to 
Arabs 

¥ROU OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Geneva, Nov. 29 

The NatiOTal Liberatitm Front 
dde^tion that has been negotiat- 
iag the South /iiabia handover 
with representatives of the British 
Government flew back to Aden 
today with its ho^ of immediate 
large-scale financial assistance un¬ 
fulfilled but by no means 
demolish^. Britain finally relin¬ 
quishes jurisdiction over South 
Arabia at midnight toni^t. 

A joint statemrat said that fur¬ 
ther negotiations would be held 
on aid. In the meantime, Britain 
would continue “ existing financial 
assistance for «vil and military 
purposes ” for the next six 
months. 

The final session was tough in¬ 
deed, continuing, with only a short 
break, for more than 24 hours. 

Qidet withdrawal from Aden, 
page 5, Leading article, page li 

British envoy to 
Egypt named 

The Foreign Office announced 
yesterday that diplcmiatic rdations 
with Cairo wiU be resumed on 
Monday and confirmed that Sir 
Harold Beeley will be the new 
British Ambassador. 
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THE TIMES DIARY 

Hassan, harbinger of Arab thaw 
Raihnen face the music 
Peter Parker’s bookish bent 

THE ARRIVAL here next week of the Egjplian charge tTalfaires, 
Salah el-Din Hassan, who is to reopen diplomatic relations in 
London, is likely to speed moves already afoot for renewing ties 
between Britain and the other Arab countries, severed after the June 


--,,,.-.the bulk of the Arab world 

has shown what almost looks like keenness for renewed relations 
with Britain. It now seems likely that by January Sudan and Algeria 
will be ready to announce final arrangements for reopening their 
London embassies, while Iraq will reestablish relations on a conralar 
levd, as a prelude to goii« the whole hog. Syria, observers - 
remains imponderable. 

Although only 46. Mr. Hassan is „ 

.Egypt’s r. 



Keen athlete 

Tall, bald but handsome, be 
a friendly manner and is a k 

athlete. Not new to London, he_ 

lasi^lwre on a brief visit 


SSL’S sSlsSlIiS® 


I «n?me.'’'^And he°“ aoffilSy^to 

be caught off guard by the 


Aslefs home, 
sweet home 

AAL.E.F..^he foolplatemen’s union. 
Incais rail services from midnigbt 
Hampstead mansion 


In those days the magnificent draw¬ 
ing room at Westbrow often 
resounded to the music of Beethoven 
and Brahms-^nd vrill again to- 

For the union has generously 
agreed to allow ibe Friends of Vel- 
lore--who support the All India 
Medical College at Vellore in 
southern India—to hold a fund-rais¬ 
ing concert in the drawing rooin, a 
room seating I’D people- 


Film man’s 
philosophy 

PETER WHITEHEAD, the only 
British director represented at the 
New York and London film festivals, 
has been Slmiiig a documentary 
about New Yoil-. following the 
success in America of his self-styled 
“pop concerio" on swinging 
London, Tortile Lei’s All Moke 
Love in London- 

But he is abandoning the New 
York *'--• . 


may have, it is unlikely 
A.S.L.E.F. execulive’s 

The man who 
followed Roy 


trade unionist has just followed Roy 
fenkins from the Horn- Office to the 
Treasury. He is Mr. Tom Bradley. 
M.F. for Leicester, North-East, who 
was Mr. Jenkins's parliamentary 
private secretary at both Aviation 
and the Homs Office. Since 1964 
he has been president of the Trans¬ 
port Salaried Staffs Association, and 
conslitutes a living i • • 





WHO complain me uuianceiio 
somehow shabbily deserted his 
union roots. 

Son of a Kettering painter and 
decorator. Jenkins's P.P.S. went ioio 
the raihvaysfrom schoolal 16. Dur¬ 
ing the war he was a Bsvin Bov 
working underground in the mines, 
“In retrospect a very rewarding ex- 
perience because one got to (he heart 
and soul of the Labour movement. 
But 1 hated it while 1 was working 
there.’' 

While a railways cost clerk at 
Leicester be worked bis way 
T.S.S.A. and as treasurer iron . 
to 1964 regularly deputized for Ray 
Gunter, then president A lo 
standing friend of Roy Jenkins. 


o brush his limp blond 




quality, its im^srible to do. any- 
being involved in commitment and 
protest Ail of them are vert L-ritical 
of what's happening in Vietnam, 
poverty, the race problem, to the 
point where one Is satiated w ilh pro¬ 
test while everything qiiieUy gets 


from 1961 Cut tO DlUSic 


steps of the Pentagon oi ubvwi 
O sivald. a personal assasan." 

Whitehead is 30. bright ai 
tivB. After Cambridge 1 



member of the Campaign for D^o- 
cratic Socialism. He bas been a 
consistent supporter of the Prices 
and Incomes policy, arguing that in 


him a gold medal at Mannheim, 

Ensembles are 
more fun 

SHa 

ar at the Queen 




six, and Peter, four, and live in 
Kettering. Like his master, Bradley 
is a keen European—be is dspuw 
chairaan of the Labour Campaign 


The bookman 
from Bookers 

MR. PETER PARKER, who is 
rumoured lo have reached a compro¬ 
mise with Mrs. Casfie on a salary for 
the chairmanship of British Railways, 
spends some of his time and energies 
in bookshops rather than Booker 
Brothers—more soecifically at Dil¬ 
lon's University Bookshop, of which 
he is an active chairman. A mem¬ 
ber of the Court of London Uni- 

a^pojn^^chairmao after the deatn 


Away from the capital these three 
have been playing as a trio since 
1959. “It's much more fun play¬ 
ing ensemble", says John Williams. 
" specially with friends. There's 

oneself. Here one » playing cham¬ 
ber music, and one's enjoyment is 
easier to get over to the audience." 

Alan Loveday agrees. " There isn’t 
the strain, and the performance has 
much more intimacy. We started 
doing it more or less for fuo ~ iwlih 
Julian Bream as guitarist before I959i 
- and never really treated it like an 
ordinary trio. It was i - 
thing among friends." 

For Sunday's concert when each 
will also play solo Bach works 

shorter, bow as they were in Bach's 
tuna. " It has a more mellow tone 
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Soviet bombera oa a good will nissioo, flying over Cairo. In the foreground (left) is the Cairo radio b uildin g. 


Soviet bombers on 
Egypt mission 

FROM OtIR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT—Cairo, Dec. 3 


Resignation 
of bishop 
sought 

FROM RICHARD WIGO 


A squadron of Soviet TU-16 
bombers flew low over the Nile 
at Cairo today at the start of a 
goodwill mission to the United 
Arab Republic. The Egyptian 
authorities claimed that it was the 
first time such a visit had been 
paid to any non-communist coun¬ 
try. The squadron landed at 
Cairo West, a British bomber 
station during the Second World 
War, and is likely to stay here for 
some time. 

There wa-s no official announce¬ 
ment on the visit until late yesterday 
evening, and the first that most of 
the ordinary citizens of Cairo knew 
about it was on the radio or in the 
papers this morning—unusual for a 
city so chronically nervous of air 
raids that even the customary Rama¬ 
dan gun denoting the permissible 
time to begin and end eating during 
the month of fasting is not being 
fired this year. 

Land facilities 

Diplomatists in Cairo find the visit 
of interest on two counts. 

The first is the promise apparently 
extracted from the Russians by Mr. 
Amin Huweidy, the War Minister, 
when, with Mr. Ali Sabry. the Vice- 
President, he represented the U.A.R. 
ill Moscow at the fiftieth anniversary 
of the Soviet revolution, that they 
would supply Cairo wi^ bomber 


replacements. This was a reversal of 
the Russian decision immediately 
after the Arab-Israel war that Egypt 
would opiy be restocked with defen¬ 
sive equipment. 

The second reason is the request 
known to have been made by the 
Russians for “ land facilities ’* for 
naval and air forces—not to be con¬ 
fused with military bases, of which 
the U.A.R. Government isapproves 
as $trongly as ever. 

What the Russians, with dieir ever 
increasing presence in the Mediterra¬ 
nean, apparently want are servicing 
points for both their Navy and Air 
Force, along with centres where 
sailors and airmen can go when off 
duty. In the east Mediterranean 
Egypt provides the obvious answer, 
and the country certainly owes 
Russia a debt of gratitude over the 
matter of military supplies. 

At the Cairo wnbassies, the air 
attaches are wondering whether ffie 
bombers Moscow will give Cairo are 
to be TU-16s. It seems the visiting 
aircraft are going to stay here long 
enough for Egyptian pilots to have a 
good look at them. They can be 
described as obsolescent and are 
certainly no match for the Mirage 
fighters on the Israel side, but would 
pose a threat of night bombing and 
could deal with the Israel Mysteres. 

More importantly, perhaps, they 
represent an element of the offensive 
to the Arab world, which somewhat 
unfairly looks to Cairo to provide 
this. 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 3 

Mgr. Jeronimo Podesta, Bishop 
of Avellaneda and one of the 
reformist figures in the conserva¬ 
tive-minded Roman Catholic 
Church of Argentina, has been 
asked to resign. In a statement 
issued yesterday, the Bishop said 
that the request came from the 
Papal Nuncio. 

The Bishop has demanded the 
right to give a personal explana¬ 
tion to the Pope, maintaining that 
bis renunciation of office would be 
“ neither morally nor juridically ” 
acceptable wittiout an audience. 
However, he reaffirmed his com¬ 
plete obedience to the church. 

Mgr. Podssta, who is 46 and comes 
from a well-to-do Argentine, family, 
has been Bishop of Avellaneda, a 
sprawling industrial and working class 
diocese, since 1962. He has been 
sympathetic to workers’ causes, advo¬ 
cating a redistribution of wealth, and 
frequently preached on the recent en¬ 
cyclical Popalontm Progressio. 
Recently the bishop spoke at a 
workers’ meeting at which supporters 
of the fonner dictator Juan PeiPn also 
took part. 


Arab terrorists 
die in attack 
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Aid to Egypt 
increased 

From Our Correspondent 

Cairo, Dec. 3 

Egypt’s financial aid provided by 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Libya 
is to be increased by 14.3 per cent 
following devaluation of sterling. 
The authoritative newspaper El 
Ahram today reported that King 
Feisal has informed the Egyptian 
Minister of Economy, Hassan 
Abbas Ekii, that Saudi Arabia has 
agreed to pay its share of the 
£95m. aid at the pre-devaluation 
rate. 
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Israel call 
for arms 
supply 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Tel Aviv, Dec. 5 

Mr. Eban. the Israel Foreign 
Minister, referring today to the 
squadron of Soviet TU-16 strate- 
©c bomber aircraft which landed 
in Egypt, said the enlarged Soviet 
presence in the Middle East will 
not deter Israel from persevering 
in her efforts to safeguard her 
security. 

In a report to the Knesset, Mr. 
Eban reaffirmed Israel’s determina¬ 
tion not to budge from territory 
captured from Egypt, Jordan, and 
Syria until the establishment of 
peace. 

Mr. Eban also mentioned the arms 
deliveries from the Soviet Union to 
Arab nations and said Israel was 
entitled to a response to her urgent 
demands for the supply of arms 
essential to prevent war and deter 
aggression. 

Face to face 

However, the fate of the regioa 
would be established by its sovereign 
states, not by outside pressures or 
interests. The Arab nations and Israel 
should look one another more in the 
fa.ce and less at outside factors. 

Peace negotiations should provide 
for secure and recognized boundaries, 
the opening to all shipping of all 
international waterways leading to 
and from the Red Sea, an end to 
enmity, and the groundwork for con¬ 
structive regional cooperation. 

The Israel railways were sabotaged 
by terrorists last night for the second 
time in 40 hours. Two soldiers and 
two railway workers inspecting the 
trucks on the line to the Negev were 
injured by a mine on a bridge. 

Fresh tracks of three men were 
found today and Arab villages in the 
area were searched. Train services 
to the Negev were suspended this 
morning but were resumed in the 
afternoon. 

Soviet wheat for 
Egypt 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Cairo, Dec. 5 

The Soviet Union is to supply 
Egypt with 100,000 tons of wheat 
under an agreement signed in Cairo. 
Payment is to be made in instalments 
—over an unspecified period. 

Three Russian naval units arrived 
at Port Said to replace three others 
which left the harbour yesterday. 
There are also several Soviet warships 
at Alexandria. A squadron of Soviet 
strategic bombers arrived in Cairo 
on Sunday on a friendly visit 
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FRANCE PROSPERS 
IN ARAB LANDS 

Iraq ofl rights the plum 

From NICHOLAS HERBERT, Beirut, I>ec. 6 


French diplomacy, which has 
been having a prodigious year in 
the Middle East, remains as active 
as ever and the fruits are juicy. 
The plum has been Iraq’s north 
Rumaila oilfield, which the French 
Earp will now be able to exploit, 
but there are signs tiiat much else 
may fall into the Gallic lap. 

It is an irony of truly Gaullist 
proportions that this should be 
happening to the country whose 
Milage and Mystere aircraft were 
used to demolish Arab hopes in 
the summer. 

Mr. George Brown, the British 
Foreign Secretary, is doing none 
too badly with the return to Cairo 
and the retreat from Aden, but he 
has a long way to go if be is to 
match President de Gaulle’s 
sleight of band. 

Djibouti suspicion 

if the French have an Achilles* 
heel it is surely in French Suniali- 
land and, passing throu^ Djibouti 
last week on their way from Aden, 
a party of British journalists were 
made aware that the French knew 
it We arrived planning to stay 
overnight before going on to Addis 
Ababa, but a distracted French 
olticial assured us that all the hotels 
were full of Japanese deep-sea 
fishermen. 

Eyeing the television crews sus¬ 
piciously, he announced that a 
special aircraft had been arranged 
to take us to Ethiopia and he even 
arranged a truce between Aii 
Djibouti and Ethiopian Airlines to 
do it 

The change in South Yemen’s 
pilanned independence day had de¬ 
posited US in Djibouti on the open¬ 
ing day of the new Legislative 
Assembly, which accounted for a 
marked decline in French entiiusiasm 
for the Royal Navy’s plan for 
putting us off there. Weakened by 

watetung colonialism fade from 
Aden, we went to Addis Ababa, to 
the infinite relief of our distracted 
host 

The technique is. by aud large, a 
successful one, thou^ it would 
surely not work in Bahrain, and 
French Somaliland Is forgotten. 

Nasser tribute 

President Nasser has paid tribute 
to General de Gaulle for standing 
by the Arabs, and an Egyptian 
spokesman says that the Arab 
summit conference will consider die 
General’s press conference remarks 
about the Middle East 

The French President’s description 
of Israel as warlike and expansionist 
has obtained him highly favourable 
reviews in the Arab press and has 
obscured his call for Arab recog¬ 
nition of Israel, which nevertheless 
stands. 


Admiuedly a report from Paris tiiat 
France was advocating dratilitariza* 
tion of Arab territory now under 
Israel occupation has beep ill- 
received, but most comment has h^n 
pref^ed by the belief that the report 
was false. The official Jordan news¬ 
paper Al Desioiir said to^y; Tbs 
whole story may be an intrigue.** 

Prwident de Gaulle is also riding 
high m Syria, where no other western 
nation is even mounted, aud it was 
reported from Damascus today that 
Dr. Zeayen, the Prime Minister, 
might won lead a delegation to Paris. 
Dr, Zeaycn received the French 
Ambassador in Damascus and later 
the Syrian envoy to France, who 
Es at home for consultations. 

Syrian speculation 

The ruling Baath parly has been 
playing host to a French communist 
delegation with which it has been 
diKussing a plan for progressive left- • 
wingers of the Mediterranean to hold 
a conference. The published results 
trf the visit went to foim: agreement 
that Britain, the United States and 
west Germany were responsible for 
Israel aggression, and that the United 
States Sixth Fleet effectively took part 
10 It aod that an internauonai (kom 
of anti-imperialist foives should be 
formed. 

What may have been agreed be¬ 
neath this revolutionary froth 
remains unde^, but there has been 
some astonishing speculation about 
Syrian intentions 

According to The Arab WtfrM. a 
well-informed newsletter, it has bwn 
suggested that the strong Alawite 
faction in the Baath leadership may 
be hoping to revive an alliance said 
to have existed between the French 
and the Alawites in the days before 
Syrian independence. It sounds 
fanciful enough, but the theory' is 
that this may be a hedge against too 
complete cooperation with the Soviet 
Union. 

Loan to Lebanon 

Be that as it may, France is pros¬ 
pering in the Arab world and Israel 
is presumably committed to French 
arms. A large French loan to 
l^banon has been announced. Addi¬ 
tional credit has been extended to 
Egypt, whose compensation debt for 
French properties seized in 1961 has 
been converted into a loan from 
France. A French electronic firm is 
equipping the new Damascus airport 
and a variety of other agreements 
have been siped. 

One newspaper in Basra lamented 
recently over Iraq’s failure to start 
cooperation with France earlier. 
“If w'e had done this instead of- 
having been close to Britain, our' 
benefits w’ould have been greater. A 
few months of cooperation between 
Iraq and France have produced more 
results than a generation of coopera¬ 
tion with other w'estern powers.*’ 
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Egyptian assurances 
on Soviet visit 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT—Cairo, Dec. 6 


Egypt would grant no bases to 
any foreign power. Dr, Zayyat, 
the official Government spokes¬ 
man, reiterated today when ques¬ 
tioned about Soviet TU-16 
bombers now on a visit here. 

** It is a friendly visit ”, he said. 

It is a limited visit. Perhaps 
other visits will come.” 

Speaking of Russian oil refineries 
to be set up in Egypt, Dr. Zayyat said 
he did not know exactly where they 
would be. Soviet refinery equipment 
was now arriving and was being 
stockpiled in various places in Egypt 

Yemen delay 

Asked when Mr. Brezhnev would 
visit Egypt, Dr, 2^yyat said he had 
no exact date. However, the Soviet 
leader would be here by January 9 
when he and President Nasser are due 
to visit the Aswan high dam for the 
anniversary celebrations of the first 
ceremonial blasting of rock at the 
site. 

Dr. Zayyat said the bulk of the 
Egyptian troops would be out of 
Yemen by mid-December, and all 
of them by the end of the month. 
There would be continuing Egyptian 


military and civil aid to Yemen, 
^though Dr. Zayyat did not say so, 
the delay in removing Egyptian 
troops is due to a shortage of 
shipping. 

Egypt was '‘encouraged’* by 
General de Gaulle’s peace plan for 
the Middle East, Dr. Zayyat said. 
The Eg>'ptians realized that the 
French President’s suggestions were 
not made out of any animosity to¬ 
wards them. Dr. Zayyat said; “I 
refuse to believe that peace i$ not 
possible.” 


£lni narcotics 
cache found 

Cairo. Dec. 6.-— Police have found 
about £lra. worth of narcotics while 
searching for the bodies of Israel 
airmen who baled out along the 
Gulf of Suez after their aircraft had 
been shot down. 

The newspaper AI Ah ram reported 
today that a ^oup of border police 
found 1,500 kilograms (about a ton 
and a half) of hashish and 500 kilo¬ 
grams of opium hidden among rocks 
near the suit—Reuter. 
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Storm in Israel over 
warning to Egypt 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT—Tel Aviv, Dec. 10 


On the eve of the arrival of 
Dr. Gunnar Jarring, the United 
Nations representative, in the 
Middle East to try to patch up 
Israel-Arab differences, an inter¬ 
nal storm erupted today in the 
Israel Government coalition over 
a public statement by Mr. Yigal 
Alton, Minister of Labour, warn¬ 
ing Egypt that she could expect 
a reply in kind if she attacks Israel 
population centres with non-con- 
ventional weapons. 

Mr. Allon, who is a member of 
the ministerial security commit¬ 
tee, made the statement in a lecture 
in Haifa. 

Officials here would not say 
whether they had information that 
President Nasser was planning such 
an attack, apart from the public 
knowledge that Egyptian forces were 
being trained to fire Luna ground- 
to-ground rockets, and the missiles 
of the Komar and Ossa rocket-carry¬ 
ing boats acquired from the Soviet 
Union. 

Mr. Allon said that Israel's 
shelling of the oil refineries at Suez 
on October 24 in retaliation for the 
sinking of the destroyer Eilat should 
teach Egypt what to expect if she 
bombards Israel population centres 
from the air, ground or sea. He 
pointed out that Egypt’s population 
centres were more vulnerable than 


Israel’s now that the front line was 
on the Suez Canal. 

Israel has never acknowledged she 
had ground-to-ground or sea-io-sea 
missiles. Mr. Allon was said to have 
committed a breach of security when 
he declared: ” Every weapon Egypt 
can produce or purchase with the 
aid of a great power, we can match 
—sometimes with and sometimes 
without the aid of a big power.” 

Officials of the defence establish¬ 
ment privately criticized Mr. Allon 
for his statement, and the Minister 
was also taken to task by the even¬ 
ing newspaper ^"uariv. It said that 
if there was information that Egypt 
was plotting such action, the 
Prime Minister or the Minister of 
Defence should have reacted. If it 
was merely rhetoric, Mr. Allon had 
no business creating panic. 

Mr. x^bba Eban, the boreign 
Minister, was criticized by another 
faction of the Government coalition. 
The Gahal Party organ Hayom 
complained of his speech On Friday 
in which he censured pressure 
groups agitating against ceding 
conquered territories to the Arabs. 

Last night, in the Jordan valley, 
the fuel tt.nk of a water pump at 
Maoz Haim was blown up, and 
mines were found at a fish pond at 
Kfar Ruppin. In each case, the 
tracks of four men led to the Jordan 
river. 
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FEARS OVER IRAQ 

From MOSHE BRILLIANT—Tel Aviv, Dec. 11 


Mr. Abba Eban, the Israel 
Foreign Minister, said today that 
a French supply of military air¬ 
craft to Iraq would undermine the 
balance of security in the Middle 
East, which Paris herself had 
always described as “a primary 
guarantee for the prevention of 
war **. 

Mr. Eban, alluding to reports 
that President de Gaulle con¬ 
sidered Iraq a non-combatant, said 
supplying arms to that country was 
equivalent to supplying them to 
Egypt or Syria. 

Winding up a foreign affairs debate 
in the Knesset, Mr. Eban recalled 
that France, which had been Israel's 
principal supplier of weapons up to 
the Axab-Israel war this spring, had 
played the role since 1955 of balan¬ 
cing the armament of the Arab states 
by the Soviet Union ”, 

“If in addition to fireering this 


action ”, he continued, “ France joins 
those who ^m the Arab states, there 
ynll occur in the balance of security 
in the Middle East a double and 
triple misbalance.” He assured the 
House that the dialogue with France 
was continuing and 3iat the balance 
of power was the central tiieme. 

Policy of war 

Regarding Iraq, Mr. Eban said her 
declared policy was the renewal of 
war with Israel. ” Iraq has taken an 
active part in the war against Israel ”, 
he said. “ Her planes were the first 
to bomb Israel's civilian population.” 
He noted that 20,000 Iraq troops 
were stationed cast of the Jordan 
not far from the ceasefire line and 
that Iraq officers and instructors in 
Jordan territory had been helping 
terrorists to infiltrate Israel territory. 

Mr. Eban also pointed out that 
Iraq had declared war on Israel and 
that all United Nations resolutions 
on the Middle East dispute had recog¬ 
nized her as one of the countries 
taking part in the fighting. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 


Neutral zone has 
Nasser support 


Plan for Sinai withdrawal 


From ERIC PAGE—Cairo, Dec. 12 


President Nasser is willing to keep Egyptian forces out of part of 
ouiai peninsula if it is evacuated by Israel forces, and if Israel 
Agrees to demilitarize an equal area on her side of the Egypt-Israel 
border, informed sources said today. 

There^ was no official confirmation of the report, which was the 
first indication from Cairo of a major area of possible accommo- 
oation between the two nations since the June war. 


Russians fly 
MiGs in 


The sources, who declined to be 
identified for publication, said the 
demilitarization could be super¬ 
vised by the United Nations if and 
when Israel withdrew her troops 
from the peninsula, which she 
seized in June. 


Yemen 

FROM HEDRICK SMITH 

Washington. Dec. 12 

1 he United States has received 
reliable reports that Russian pilots 
have been flying combat missions 
for the Republican Government 
of Yemen in recent fighting there. 

American ofikials reported to¬ 
night that a young Russian Air Force 
captain was shot down late last week 
by Royalist tribes in the hill country 
just a few miles north of Sana, the 
Yemen capital. He reportedly died 
when his ^ aircraft crashed, but 
carried Soviet identification papers. 
Intelligence reports indicate that he 
had been flying a bombing and 
strafing mission against Royalist posi¬ 
tions when his aircraft, a Soviet- 
built MiG fighter, was shot down. 

From this and other reports, 
American officials have concluded 
that Russian airmen are serving as 
combat pilots for a shifMnent of 
MiG-19 fighter-bombers hurriedly 
delivered to Yemen in mid-Novem¬ 
ber to replace the departing Egyptian 
air force. Yemen apparently did not 
have enough combat-qualified pilots 
to man thsse aircraft. 

There was no immediate indication 
of the s\Te of the Russian flying 
contingent, but American officials 
put the total number of Russian 
military advisers and technicians in 
Yemen at about 50.—New York 
Times News Service. 

Vote on S Yemen 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS 
CORRESPONDENT 

Nkw York, Dec. 12 

The Security Council today decided 
unanimously to recommend to the 
General Assembly that the People’s 
Republic of Southern Yemen, for¬ 
merly the South Arabia Federation, 
should be admitted to membership of 
the United Nations. 


The question of demilitarization is 
e.xpecled to be raised during the visit 
here of Mr. Gunnar Jarring, the 
United Nations representative in the 
Middle East, who arrived in Beirut 
today. 

The Security Council resolution on 
the Middle East, under which U 
Thant appointed Mr. Jarring, con¬ 
firmed the necessity of “ guaranteeing 
the territorial inviolability and 
political independence of every state 
in (he area througli; measures indud- 
ing the establishment of demilitarized 
zones 

By insisting privately that any 
eventual ■demilitarization be Israeli 
as well as E^ptian, President Nasser 
was protecting himself against criti- 
ci&m from extremist elements within 
the United Arab Republic and eke- 
where in the Arab world. 

Straits of Tiran 

Publicly the U.A.R. adheres to the 
general Arab position—reiteratal at 
the Arab Foreign Ministers* confer¬ 
ence that closed here yesterday—that 
Israel’s withdrawal from Arab terri¬ 
tory she occupies should be 
immediate and unconditional But 
the purees said the agreement on 
creation of demilitarized zones might 
precede Israel’s withdrawal from the 
peninsula. 

It was assumed here that President 
Nasser has already communicated his 
position to the Israel Government 
indirectly. 

The only other area where the 
Egyptians have indicated a willing¬ 
ness to come to terms is the queslioii 
of passage through the Stnaits of 
Tiran. Egyptian officials have hinted 
that the U.A.R. would accept free 
passage of Israel vessels through 
the straits—^which are now controlled 
by Israel—pending a decision on their 
status by some intemationai 
juridical body. 

The U.A.R. contends that the 
straits are within its territorial 
waters, while la-ael claims the right 
of passage.—Vew York Times News 
Service. 
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Members of the Nuseirat tribe who have crossed the Jordan river out of Israel-held territory. Jordan declared they were deuorted anj 
their village destroyed; Israel says they moved at their own request. ' 


PEACE MISSIONS EAN OUT 
IN MIDDLE EAST 

From NICHOLAS HERBERT—Beirut, Dec. 12 


Peace missions fanned out over 
the Middle East today bearing 
olive branches into all comers of 
the Arab world. Probably no such 
agglomeration of mobile foliage 
has been since Macbeth watched 
his doom approach, and the now 
habitual pessimism on the ground 
was not wholly dispelled today by 
the airy optimism which the start 
of a peace mission always 
requires. 

Mr. Gunnar Jarring, the United 
Nations peace envoy, arrived from 
Cyprus to the tune of newspaper 
reminiscences about the assassina¬ 
tion of Count Bernadotte. one of 
his predecessors, and reports that 
the forthcoming Arab summit 
would take little note of his 
coming. 

Doubts on Syria 

His first appointment of note was 
with Mr. Hakim, th« Lebanese 
Foreign Minister, who. primed at a 
meeting last night with President 
Nasser in Cairo, was reported to be 
going to insist on total Israel with¬ 
drawal behind the June 5 frontiers. 
Understandably, in the circumstances, 
Mr, Jarring rkcreed that the press 
should be kept at bay and extra 


swurity arrangements were made for 
his visit, although Lebanon is on 
the whole flattered that it has been 
chosen as Mr. Jarring’s first port of 
call. 

He is to go on to Jordan on Friday 
and Egypt after the weekend, but it 
remains uncertain whether Syria will 
swallow its objection to the British 
Security Council resolution and re¬ 
ceive its salesman. 

Damascus is, however, to play 
Dunsinane to other peacemakers. 
The Arab Foreign Ministers, who 
concluded a meeting in Cairo yes¬ 
terday, have asked Ahmad Laraki, 
the Moroccan Foreign Minister, and 
Ismail Khairallah, the Iraq acting 
Foreign Minister, to -try to persuade 
the Syrian Baathists to relax their 
opposifion to Arab summit confer¬ 
ences. 

Encouraged, perhaps, by the fact 
that the Syrians allowed their ambas¬ 
sador in Cairo to sit in at the Foreign 
Ministers* meeting, they now hope 
to get a representative from Damas¬ 
cus at the Arab summit meeting in 
Rabat on January 17. 

Syria, it seems, prefers the sword 
and, though pleased that Mr, Jar¬ 
ring's mission has been played down 
by the Arab Ministers, may not yet 
have been won round even to rela¬ 
tively bellicose diplomacy. Never¬ 
theless, when he returns from Paris, 
Dr. Zeayen, the Syrian Prime Mini¬ 


ster, may find considerable pressure 
being put on his Government. 

Ahmad Laraki may well find him¬ 
self festooned with greenery, for 
Morocco has also been charged with 
overcoming King Faisal of Saudi 
Arabia’s shyness about the Rabat 
conference. It appears that Saudi 
Arabia, which is already subsidizing 
Egypt and Jordan to the tune of 
many millions, is wary of being 
seduced into further extravagances. 

It is reported from Cairo tha« 
Saudis were suggesting in private 
that those Arab countries which got 
themselves involved in what is 
euphemistically called “ the setback ** 
last June should get themselves out 
of trouble. So a peace mission to 
Riyadh seems to be in order. 

British envoy 

Probably the happiest of all peace 
missionaries on the move is Sir 
Harold Beeley, who today realizes 
the ambition of becoming again 
Britain’s Ambassador to the United 
Arab Republic. Diplomatic relations 
were formally resumed between 
Cairo and London almost exactly 
two years after they had been broken 
off by Egypt over the Rhodesia issue. 
Much water has flowed under Cairo’s 
bridges since then and Sir Harold’s 
seems on balance the most hopeful 
of all the missions today. 


Grim plight 
of refugees 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS 
CORRESPONDENT 

New York, Dec. 12 

The plight of the Arab refugees 
in the Middle East, their number 
increased from 1,350,000 by 
another 300,000 after the war of 
last June when Israel occupied the 
west bank of the Jordan, is now 
being debated by the special poli¬ 
tical committee of the General 
Assembly. 

On the face of things, the out¬ 
look for the refugees is singularly 
bleak. The United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (U.N.R.W.A.), 
which has been coping with the 
problem for nearly 20 years, is 
now faced with greater needs and 
less money to spend. 

Mr. Lawrence Michelmore, 
the Commissioner - General of 
U.N.R.W.A., has estimated that the 
agency will need about S47,500.000 
(some £19m.) in the coining year, 
mostly to carry out its former man¬ 
date but also to deal with the new 
influx of homeless people caused by 
the last Arab-israel war. 

The extra cost of the ‘‘emergency 
activities”^ arising from this latter 
cause is in the neighbourhood of 
55,700,000 (about £2,280,000). How¬ 
ever, far from this extra money being 
available, indications are that the 
contributions made to U.N.R.wA. 
will this year be less than before. 
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ARMS FOR ISRAEL 


Senator Javits of New York said 
yesterday that it would be “ a pure case 
of irresponsibility ” if the United States 
did not step in and replace France as the 
prime supplier of arms for Israel. It 
may well have to come to this. The 
Russians have been speeding delivery 
of arms to many Arab countries, those 
affected as well as those unaffected by 
the June war. Not only have Egypt and 
Syria had most of their losses made 
good, but arms are being poured into 
Yemen just at a moment when, with 
Egyptian troops gone, this poor 
country had at last some chance to work 
out its own future. AU this activity 
does indeed deserve the name of “ pure 
irresponsibility ”. There was a chance 
this summer that armaments in the 
Middle East might be balanced at a 
rather lower level than before. The 
Russians know as well as anybody else 
that it is going to be balanced at some 
level; if it is to be a high one, with all 
the danger that impdies, they will be 
largely to blame. 

France has sent Israel no Mirage 
planes since the June war, and it is this 
ban which makes Israelis look else¬ 
where. But that is only the beginning 
of their worry. Since President de 
Gauule's press conference on Novem¬ 
ber 27 they have reluctantly come to the 
conclusion that they are the victims of a 
reversal of alliances. That, indeed, is 
how the General’s remarks have been 
understood by the Arabs. 

These remarks were no less striking 
and less expected than others on the 
same occasion about Britain, the 
Common Market, and Canada. After 
mentioning the inherent difficulties of 
a Jewish state planted in Arab surround¬ 
ings, he went on; 

Some even feared that the Jews, hitherto 

dispersed, who had remained what they 


had always been, that is to say an elite, 
sure of themselves and dominating, 
nught, once they were brought together 
m tJw sight of their ancient grandeur, 
tranrform into ardent and conquering 
aintebon the very moving hopes they 
held for nineteen centuries—“ next year 
in Jerusalem ”. 

This is the sort of historical philosophiz¬ 
ing of which other countries have in the 
past been presidential targets. But it 
struck chilly at Jewish hearts in France 
as in IsraeL Many French Jews who, 
high or low, have served the General, 
felt for the first time a sharp conflict of 
loyalty. Those who saw in his remarks 
a whiff of anti-semitism may have been 
unduly pessimistic, but Dreyfus and 
Vichy are too close for comfort. 

Gaullists can argue that the General 
was only switching the ruthless logic of 
his attention to another part of the 
troubled world. The Franco-Israel 
alliance was a by-product of the Algerian 
war, based on a common hostUity to 
Nasser, and since Algeria became inde¬ 
pendent the French Government has 
been patiently rebuilding its friendship 
with the Arabs. But to continue this 
policy the General had no need to speak 
as he did on November 27. The pro¬ 
spect now is that France is to become 
a supplier of arms to Arab countries 
which ask for them. 

It is impossible not to see this as the 
opening of another front in the cam¬ 
paign against the Anglo-Saxons. French 
competition for an oil concession in an 
area from wihidh the Iraq Petroleum 
Company has been dispossessed is a 
skirmish in the same campaign. Whether 
the motive which drives the General is 
simply a wish to extend wherever 
possible French influence and culture, or 
his still bitter memory of what happened 
in Syria and Lebanon during the war, 
his policy seems isolated and short¬ 
sighted. 
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ISRAEL PROHIBITS 
SUEZ DREDGING 


Egypt’s concern ‘unfonnded’ 

From MOSHE BRILLIANT—^Tel Aviv, I>ec. 13 

Israel has refused to allow an Egyptian dredger to enter the 
Suez Onal to clear silt from sections on Lake Timsah mid the 
Bitter Lake. 

A Defence Ministry source said today that the Egyptian claim 
Aat the work was necessary for the safety of foreign ships stranded 
in the waterway was unfounded. 

He said that General Odd Bull, 
head of the United Nations cease¬ 
fire mission, had Been notified that 
the navigation of an Egypfian 
dredger in the waterway would be 
a breach of the agreement provid¬ 
ing that vessels of both countries 
would navigate the canaj. or 
neither. 

la an explosion this morning in a 
market in Israel-occupied Gaza, 42 
persons were injured, four of them 
seriously. 

In the Jordan valley yesterday 
evening, an Israel soldier i»trolling 
in a jeep was lulled in a blast. An 
early report said the vehicle had been 
hit by a bazooka shell but it was 
latw said a grenade had been thrown. 

Our Ct^ro correspomlent writes : 

I«-ael was responsible for closin$ 
the Suez Canal and is responsible for 
keeping it closed. Dr. Zayyat, Egypt’s 
official ^okesman, said today. If the 
Israelis would wiAdraw completely 
from Sinai, he said, necessary work 
on both sides of the canal would 
begin. 

New pipeline 

But clearing the canal was not the 
same thing as permittii:^ ships to pass 
through it It was Dr. Zayyat’s per¬ 
sonal contention that Israel wanted 
the canal closed. That was why they 
had shelled all die operations build¬ 
ings of the Suez Canal Authority at 
Suez and why they were buiMing 
a 42-mch pipeJme from Eilat on the 
Gulf of Aqaba to Ashdod on tlte 
Mediterranean at a cost of flOOm. 

Egypt wanted it open ; this was a 
practical pragmatic problem, not a 
poilitical one. 

On the Arab summit meeting to 
be held in Rabat, he said that an y 
Arab leader could bring up any sub^ 
ject he liked. The agenda fixed by 
the Foreign Ministers was thus not 
rigid. 


Long-term plan 
for refugees 

FROM OUR UNITED NATIONS 
CORRESPONDENT 

New York. Dec. 13 
A far-reaching plan for the resettle¬ 
ment of most of the 1.600.0(X) Arab 
refugees displaced by wars in the 
Middle East since 1948, is about to 
be submitted by Israel to the United 
Nations. 

Israel sources here declined to an¬ 
ticipate the contents of the plan. 
Hoover, indications are diat it may 
en'wsage, a five-year approach to the 
problem and may include a broad- 
based econonuc and agrarian recon¬ 
struction of the mainlly barren terri¬ 
tories where the Arab refugees now 
eke out an existence. This could be 
along the lines -of the Tennessee 
Valley Administtation and similar 
ambitious projects in Iran and Viet¬ 
nam for which Mr. David Lilientii^ 
the United States- planner, l^s been 
responsible. 


Labour party 
merger in 
Jerusalem 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

TelAvtv, Dec. 13 

A marriage of Israel’s three 
Labour parties, joiaing Mapai, 
Rafi, and Ahdut Haavodah, was 
arranged today when fiie conv«i- 
tion of the Rafi party in Jerusalem 
gave formal consent to the union. 
Mapai and Ahdut Haavod^ had 
already approved. 

The three parties, which control 
59 of the 120 seats in the Knesset 
(Parliament) have all been members 
of Mr. Levi Eshkol’s coalition 
Government and the merg^ will not 
affect Government policies. The 
main significance is that Mr. EsWkol, 
of Mapai, who at 72 has diown no 
readiness to yield power, is now in 
the same par^ with the two principal 
rivals for succession. General Modac 
Dayan, 52. of Rafi. and General 
Yi^ AUon, 49, of Ahdut Haavodah. 

The power struggle has finis 
shifted from the national arena to 
within a sin^e par^. 

Mr, David Ben Gurion, the foraier 
Prime Minister whose feud with Mr. 
Eshkol split Mapai in 1965 and led 
to the cstabli«hm€nt of Rafi, an¬ 
nounced last night that he wotdd not 
join the United Pai^. He said he 
did not share the views of his col- 
kagues, who believed they v/ouid 
change Mapm from within. 

Rafi’s main raison d’etre has been 
the ren.oval of Mr. I^hkol; and the 
party served notice that the camf^igo 
will continue. Mr. Ben Gurion drew 
long applause at the convention when 
he said: ** Mr. Eshkol lacks the 
qualities required of a Prime Minister 
and he has some qualities that are 
unbecoming to a Prime Minister." 

General Dayan said he fiivomed 
joining the party to fight from wifii- 
in to oust Mr. EsWcol and Mr, 
Pinhas Sapir, the Finance Alinister. 


Man’s kidneys in 
two women 

Sydney, Dec. 13.—^Doctors at 
Prin^ Henry Hospital here l£«;t night 
transplanted -the Iddneys from an 
accident victim into two women. 

The ddit^te four-hour operations 
were performed in adjoining wards 
simultaneously by a team of 12 
doctors on two married women. One 
is aged 43 and the other 38. Dodors 
today described .their conditions as 
satisfactory. Reuter. 
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Dr. Ahmad Hassan el-Fikky, the new Ambassador of the United 
Arab Republic to Britain, with his wife at Heathrow Airport 

yesterday. 


EGYPT’S AMBASSADOR 
ARRIVES IN LOlVDON 


Dr. Ahmad Hassan el-Fikky, 
the first Ambassador of the United 
Arab Republic to Britain since the 
republic broke off diplomatic 
relations over Rhodesia two years 
ago, arrived in London yesterday. 

Dr. Fikky, a former profes¬ 
sional soldier who join^^ the 
diplomatic service in 1954, has 
been Ambassador to Libya, India 
and Canada, and also Under¬ 
secretary at the Egyptian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. 

Replying to questions at Heathrow 
airport the Ambassador said that 
l^fore resuming diplomatic rela¬ 
tions with Britain. Egypt had 
approached the African govern¬ 
ments. especially those which had 
also severed relations with London. 


Dr. Fikky made it clear that Egypt 
expected British support in the 
Middle East. She wanted the Suez 
Canal to be reopened. “ It is for our 
benefit and for the benefit of the 
world. 

“ Peace and justice in the Middle 
East are inseparable. There can be 
no peace superimposed on a genuine 
grievance”, the Ambassador said. 
“ In the pursuit of this aim my 
people and my Government expect 
the cooperation and positive 
response of the British Government 
and people.” 

He came to Britain hooping to 
“usher a new era of purposeful 
relations”, and added that "evi¬ 
dence of British understanding of 
our national objectives, shown in 
recent months”, had paved the way 
for constructive relations. 
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Egypt will try 60 on 
conspiracy charge 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT—Cairo, Dec. 17 


Sixty persons, including two 
former ministers and a former 
chief of intelligence, are to be 
tried on charges of trying to take 
over the United Arab Republic’s 
armed forces headquarters last 
August. 

The principal accused arc Sham- 
suddin Badran, the former War 
Minister, Abbas Radwan, former 
Minister of the Interior, and Salah 
Nasr, the ousted intelligence chirf. 
They are accused of conspiring and 
attempting to seize the headquarters 
to reinstate Field Marshal Abdul 
Hakim Amer, the former Rrst \^ce- 
President and deputy suprrane com¬ 
mander of the armed forces, who lost 
his post after the war with Israel in 

June and later took bis own life. 

It is reported here that investiga¬ 
tions in the case have been com¬ 
pleted and that indictments are to 
be issued soon No date has yet been 


fixed for the trial, but it is expected 
to take place in January. 

Our Tel Aviv Correspondent 
writes: — 

The Israel Government today 
issued a statement expressing regret 
over a pledge by General Mo she 
Dayan, the Defence Minister, to 
fight to unseat Mr. Levi Eshkol as 
Prime Minister, and Mr. Pinhas 
Sapir as Finance Mihister. 

General Dayan is a leader of the 
Rafi party, which last week voted 
to merge with Mr. Eshkol’s Mapai 
party and Ahduth Ha’avoda. a sut¬ 
ler labour partj^ The Defence 
Minister, who favoured the merger, 
said he would fight inside the united 

party for a change in leadership. 

Today’s statement said General 
Dayan had made it clear that his 
remark did not allude to the present 
Government of national unity under 
Mr. Eshkol. General Dayan had 
explained that he wanted to oust Mr. 
Eshkol and Mr. Sapir after the next 
elections in 1969. 
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Israel bnild-np on Canal 


Egyptian officers’ 


concern over 
lack of a 


presidential lead 


FROM OUR SPECL*L CORRESPONDENT 
Cairo. Dec. 20 

The Egyptian Government and 
foreign observers in Cairo are wor¬ 
ried by die sudden buUd-up of 
Israel air and ground forces on 
the east bank of the Suez Canal 
There is a considerable movement 
of armour, and forward filter 
strips ^ have been constructed, 
sometimes oMy a few hundred 
yards from th^ canal bank. 

Myrtfere fighters can be seen 
operating from one of these by 
crews of fore^ ships that have 
bera trapped in the Great Bitter 
Lake since Egypt closed the canal 
last June. 

A subsi<fiary worry is that many 
Army officers, indudhig senior ones, 
feel that they do not know President 
Nasser’s mind. These ar^e that the 
United Arab Republic President in 
his November 23 speech said that the 
forces were stronger than before 
the Israel attack, and used such 
phrases as ** what has been taken by 
force must be retaken by force ’* 

They are advocates of hitting the 
Israelis before the Israelis hit them 
and, not surprisingly, they are mostly 
to be found m the armoured divisions 
and in the Air Force. Most of them 
know about the late Field Mar^al 
Hakim Amer’s alleged will, thou^ 
Time magazine, wMch publi^ed 
extracts, has not been permitted into 
Egypt. It is Amer’s supposed asser¬ 
tion ttiat Egypt became involved in 
the war with Israel without taking the 
initiative, without planning it, and 
without choosing the date that most 
interests these officers. Watching the 
movements on the other side of the 
canal, they fear that this tituation 
may arise again. 

{Resident Nasser has not dctibor- 
ttdy misl^ his compatriots. They 
may not know that he expressly 
urged the Arab states to accept the 
Bnti^ resolution in die Security 
Council though it was n(H fully 
factory to them, because he needed 
military breathing space. But his 
close confidant, Mr. Heik^, effitor of 
Al Ahram» has con^antly given 
warning of the need to make time 
by going throu^ diplomatic motions 
even though war U the nlHnifltg 
sanction. 

The Russians certainly know that 
Egypt is not yet ready to fight again. 
Mr. Yinogradov, their energetic 
Ambassador in Cairo, has, according 
to leliabie sources, not oiriy told 
President Nasser so but has. given 
the warning that when Mr. Br^ncv 
anives in C^iro in the first half of 
next month he will tell the Arabs to 
h<4d tbedr horses. 


The Russians are of the 
trouble. They are now training the 
E^ptian Army at all levels and they 
dnve hard. There are no more long 
weekends’ leave in Cairo for eithw- 
officers or men sening in the eastern 
wsert, and Egyptians loathe living, 
largely underground, in the desert 
Ef^ptians do not like being ^ven 
Olden by outsiders. There cer- 
toinly some officers who regard 
Soviet military aid as bringing the 
spint of revolution with it, but even 
ffiey ^ find that technirians from 
Ru^ia and officr eastern countries— 
^uhtless under orders—are unwill- 
to talk poHtics, The majority of 
officers, however, feel that are 
bnng driven hard, and by strangers 
they have both the skill and 
'i^l, and President Nasser has told 
th^ that they have the eqmpment, 
to go out and hit the Israelis where 
It hurts. 

Government knows about 
this officer unrest—President Nasser 
h^ reorganized hfe intelligence ser¬ 
vice—and throws it into the machine 
as one of the many factors which 
must m^e up a decision on military 
action. One senior and 
w^-informed civaian official has 
twd me that after the “ popular up* 
rising " in favour of President Nas¬ 
ser last June 9 and 10 it would be 
impossible to spring a military coup 
bemuse there is no weH-Wwn 
mUitanr Imder. Others point out 
tot Neguib was more popular than 
Nasser when the former was over- 
thrown. 


The matter of urg«icy at the 
moment, however, is that the Israelis 
appear to have moved into position 
to snke deeply into the Egyptian 
tiefen^. which even around Cairo 
and Alexandria are not as strongly 
prepared as President Nasser’s words 
may have led some to believe. 

Major-General Moshe Dayan, the 
Israel Defence Minister, publicly 
stated his disappointment that the 
Israel victory in June did not unseat 
President Nasser, who is a fixation 
with fee Israelis. Obviously do 
not fear the Egyptian Army, but they 
cannot but be afraid of fee long- 
t^TO politick cffecte of President 
Nasser’s persistent pan-Arabistn 
■ Those Egyptian officers who’ are 
itching to attack beiieve that Presi¬ 
dent Nasser could not survive as 
President after another defeat by 
Israel Nor do they wish to be party 
to his removal in defeat. But if he 
is unwilling to', take a quick initiative 
in a military situation which they 
honestly believe is becoming dally 
more dangerous, they might have to 
take the initiative on their own. This 
is the dilemma of good officers serv¬ 
ing a President whom they do not 
wish to destroy. 


1 



Egyptian officers' concern over lack of a presidential lead. 

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

The Times (London, England),Thursday, Dec 21, 1967; pg. 6; Issue 57130. 
Category: News 


Gale Document Number:CS 100887957 


2 



BLEAK PROSPECTS 
FOR UN MISSION 


Arabs at loggerheads 

FROM OUR MIDDLE Ei^T CORRESPONDENT 

Beirut, Dec. 21 

Mr. Gunnar Jarring, the United Nations special envoy, who is 
now back at his headquarters in Cyprus, has remained silent about 
the results of his first foray into the Middle East, but there has been 
plenty of wild surmise from the Arab press. 

Mr. Jarring himself has loyally restated his optimism in 
Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, and Egypt in turn, but he is also reticent 
and it is safe to assume that most of what has been written about 
his mission was not inspired by him. 

The muses who have been will¬ 
ing to speak seem to be many and 
various for there is a full range 
of opinion. , 

The mission is already a failure 
(Beirut). It is doomed to failure 
(Cairo). It is not doomed to failure 
(Cairo). There is a Jarnirg plan, 
whldi calls for demilitarization in 
r^urn for witiidrawal (Beirut). Mr. 

Jarring's talks have so far been en¬ 
tirely exploratory (Amman). Mr. 

Jarring is going to New York next 
week fcairo). Mr. Jarring is going 
to Cairo next week (C^airo). The 
mission is an aspirin that dtdls pain 
without curing it (Beirut). It is 
living proof that the United Nations 
is dominated by imperialism and 
Zionist gangs (Dama»;ust 

All this seems to tel! as little about 
the Arab world's attitude towards 
the mission as about anything elw, 
but it does symbolize the disunity 
with wfiich the Arabs are condemned 
to wrestle. Its revival at present 
bodes ill for Mr. Jarring's efforts. 

Even the sobering effect of Rama¬ 
dan, the Muslim month of fasting, 
has not made itself felt in Yemen, 
which has relapsed into one of its 
less memorable periods of chaos. 

Algeria simmers, Syria thunders, 
al^it a little less intran&igently, 
against the dangers of accepting inter¬ 
national mediadon. 

Saudi Arabia is at daggers drawn 
with a passing Yemen Republican 
Government which accuses it of 
fomenting civil war. A full turnout 
HI ne?(t month*s summit meeting in 
Morocco is far from certain. 


Israel offers aid 
to open Canal 

Tel Aviv, Dec. 21. —Israel is pre¬ 
pared to help to extricate the 14 ships 
held in the Suez Canal since the 
Middle East War in June, according 
to an Israel newspaper. 

The newspaper, Yediot Altronot. 
said today that the issue of the ships 
held in die canal had been raised by 
Mr. Jarring, and Israel had promised 
to help. However, the Foreign 
Ministry did not confirm the report 
and insisted that the talks were secret 

“ Israel’s affirmative reply was 
given as a gesture of good will to¬ 
wards the United Nations and to¬ 
wards a number of western countries 
[whose ships were involved!’*, die 
newspaper said.— Reuter. 


Disclosure of 
Tonkin Gulf 
plan 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

Washington. Dec. 21 

Senator William Fulbright. the 
chairman of the' Foreign Rela¬ 
tions Committee, today released 
an extract from secret congres¬ 
sional testimony confirming that 
the State Department had pre¬ 
pared “contingent drafts*’, simi¬ 
lar to the Tonkin Gulf re^olu-? 
tidn, some time before the North 
Vietnam attacks on American 
warships in the gulf in August. 
1964. 

In the course of the testimony 
Senator Fulbright asked Mr. Wil¬ 
liam Bundy, Assistant Secretary of 
State for Far Eastern Affairs, 
when the Tonkin Gulf resolution 
had been prepared. 

Mr. Bundy: We had contingent 
drafts, which however did not 
very closely resemble the draft, 
for some time prior to that. . . . 

The chairman: What do you 
mean, prior to when ? 

Mr. Bundy: Prior to August, 
1964. But this is a matter of 
normal contingency planning. No 
serious thought had been given to 
it, to the best of my kno^vledgc. 
prior to tne Gulf of Tonkin. 

We had always anticipated the 
possibility that things rai^t take a 
more drastic turn at any time. 

The release of the testimony will 
tend to confirm the suspicions oI 
con^essioiml dissenters who have for 
some time alleged tliat the Tonkin 
Gulf inddent was merely the pretexi 
which the Administration used to 
push a ready-made resolution through 
a compliant Congre^ 

In his annual report to his con¬ 
stituents Senator Fulbright said todaj 
that national pride and not nationa 
security was the main reason why thi 
United States w-as fighting in \^etnam 
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VERY LITTLE PEACE 
ON EARTH 


The saddest parados of ChriOinas is. 
and always has been, the contrast 
between the messaje of hope and good 
nil], and the relative lack of hope or 
good will that still aSlicls a great part of 
the globe. Gloomy (hough (his Christ¬ 
mas may be for Britain at least Santa 
Claus can stand in the street without 
being shot ai. There are many places 
where he could not do so. This needs to 
be remembered. 

We are accustomed to think of peace 
as the normal condition of man. and of 
war as a distressful iulerruption. But, if 
one observes human history whole, it is 
painfully obvious that wars and threats 

of war are the more normal condition. 
Indeed, looking around the world it is 
difficult to muster any hope more 
ambitious than that the hornan raw as a 

Mr. Dean Rusk will regard it as a 
luccess, but it is also an appalling 

that any greater ambition is likely to 

Almost wherever one looks there is 
War or the threat of war. Thert is actual 
fitting in Africa and Asia. There could 
easily be renewed fighting in the Middle 
East. There could be civil war in 
Greece, violence in Latin America and 
in the United Slates. Even in Europe 
the equivocal status of Beilin could still 
provoke a crisis. 

A hopeful 
sign 

If there has been some progress in 
recent years it is represented mainly by 
th'! tender plant of responsibility and 

Russia and the United Slates, "nie fact 

different ways of life once thought in¬ 
compatible can find ways of living 
together and conununicaiing with each 
other is a hopeful sign. It would have 
been difficult to predict in the early 
1950s. and was not really confirmed 
until the Cuban missile crisis of 1962. 
It still cannot be taken for granted. 
Nevertheless, it is gradually eroding the 
myth that something called communism 
is confronting something called capital- 

win and the other lose. To be largely 
rid of Ibis myth is a very real step 

forward. 

But other dangers have arisen to lake 

of the spread of nucle-.tr power among 
smaller countries that may still have to 

go through the crises and confrontations 
that alone seem to leach responsibility. 
There is the progressive loss of control 
over smaller powers by the larger 
powers. This is caused partly by the 
break-up of wartime alliaav-es. partly 
by natural erosion, and partly by the 
knowledge among the smaller powers 
that the nuclear inhibitions of the great 
powers permit others to take risks that 

were out of the question when there was 
more danger of sparking oti a nuclear 

Even so. local confiicis can stiil suck 
in the great powers. This is now a far 

between the great powers. Vietnam is 
the pritne example. It is not merely a 
local conflict but a major tragedy for 

Vietnam itself; it is corrupting Anieri- 

position in the world, severely hamper¬ 
ing the necessary development of east- 
west relations in Europe, and increasing 
the risk of a major cla^ with China. 

Bitter legacy 
of Vietnam 

Vietnam is the binerest legacy of the 
old year and the most difficult and 
dangerous challenge of tte coming year. 
It can be settled only by both sides 
realizing that a military victory for 
cither is impossible, and that the cost 
of continuing the lighting far outweighs 
any benefits chat eicber can expect from 
continuing it. How long the world will 
have to wait is anyone’s guess. It is 
possible to imagine a quite rapid and 
sudden settlement. It is equally possible 
to envisage the war continuing for a 
very long time. May the appeals of the 
Pope and U Thaot do something to 
prevent ihis- 

Tbe condition of the Middle East is 
bleaker than at any time since the foun¬ 
dation of the state of brael. Not, of 
course, for the Israelis, at least for the 
immediate future. They have complete 
military mastery of the Middle East (sug- 
gesrions that by rearming the Egyptians 
and Syrians, ffie Russians are somehow 
makiiig the shattered Arab armies 
worthy opponents for the Israelis are 
patewly ludicrous). They ctmlrol Egypt’s 
principM economic asset the Suez Canal. 
They control Uie second holiest city in 
Islam, Jerusalem, and the rest of the West 
Bant territories of Jordan, which were 
that country’s principal economic asset. 
They control the Gdan Heights. 30 easy 
mdes from Damascus. 

But also Aey have over a million and 
■ quarter Arabs under their direct rule 
BOW and the dernographic and security 
problems they will encounter in years to 
come, if they keep their conquests, are 
already clearly visible. At present they 


pathy and support (even In de Gaulle’s 
France) but this can hardly last if so 
large an Arab population is kept in¬ 
definitely in a state of hclotry. 

Therrfore PREsroENT Nasser still 
speaks of regaining by conquest what 
has been lost by conquest, and the best 
peace offer the Arabs can bring them¬ 
selves to make is a de facto recognition 
of Israel, in her prewar frontiers, with 
freedom of passage through the Straits 
but not the Canal, in exdiaoge for a 
complete withdrawal of Israel's army. 

It is not a good enough offer for the 
vanquished to make to their conquerors, 
and everyone knows it. The chief suf¬ 
ferers are the tefugee-s. At lea.st 300,000 
old and new refugees have fled the occu¬ 
pied territories to find inadequate shel¬ 
ter in Jurdan and Syria. 

There is no joy in Africa, Look at the 
continent where you will: in the north, 
where Egypt and brael maintain an 

Africa's fear of retribution is betrayed 
in ever more repressive legislation; in 
the west, where Nigeria is ruining hersHf 
in a civil war of tragic futility; or in the 
centre—Rhodesia, and the Congo. Only 
in East Africa does any semblance of 
stability reign at present, and even there 
it is a fragile thing liable to be upset by 
the death of an elder statesman or 
pressure from without Tei rorists tiain 
in Tanzania, Uganda looks fearfully 
over her shoulder at the Congo, and 
Kenya comes ever clostr to the question 
of who will run the country after 
Kenvatia. 


Problems facing 
Africa 


Africa has become the dream world 
of the amateur Cassandra, proof-posi¬ 
tive alike for those who decry the black 
man's ability to rule himself, and those 
who see the end result of white domina¬ 
tion as violence and death. It is riot a 
pretty picture, nor is it likely to become 
so in the coming year. In Rhodesia we 
can expect to see a lightening of the 
economic stalemate, coupled with in¬ 
creasing incursions of “freedom 
fighters ’’ from the north and a concomi¬ 
tant rise in the scale of military aid from 
South Africa, In Nigeria, while the 

the cost of untold lives, there Is no pros- 

that could bind the counirv together 
again, And the Congo, is the Congo, is 

Dahomey has just experienced its 

than likely lo have another in 1968. The 
Central African Republic Is currently 
being bolstered by French troops, and 

a tricky transition from military to civi¬ 
lian rule. In Ghana the National Libera- 

moment libougb there are rumours to 

over of power to the politicians could 
cau.se fresh trouble. West Africa today 
is almost totally in the hands of military 
regimes of varying quality, and some 
countries must be wishing that like 
Gambia, they had denied themselves the 
luxury of an army. 

There are but two hopeful signs to 
li^l Africa's way into 1968. One is 
the increasing influence of the Organi¬ 
zation of African Unity with its 
irnplioation that member countries are 
beginning to lealize that their common 


national pride. The other is the 
enthusiasm being shown for the East 
African common market, and the tenta¬ 
tive moves being made to duplicate it 
in the West. The new nations will ulti- 
malely succeed or fail on the strength of 
their economies. The sooner they can 
accept dlls fact and pul away their guns, 


The way 
ahead 


main probiwn facing the great powers is 
how far, if at ail, they can jointly use 
their power to settle conflicts, and how 
far they must simply agree to remain 
aloof and resist the temptaiioo to profit. 
In the long run neither policy will be 

a matter of survival, yet Che means of 
avoiding it remain elusive. If diplomacy 
has so far managed to avoid a holocaust 


luck as good judgment. There still lingers 
among people as wdi as governments the 
remnants of the old feeling that war can 
be ^ded with glamour, and that it is a 
legitimate extertMOn of diplwnacy. 

What U lacking is a real understand¬ 
ing of the roots of human behaviour, of 
the drives and responses that start or 
provoke wars. If Oiijstmas is ever to 
mean real peace on earth the main hope 


matists but with the scientists, sociolo¬ 
gists and psychiatrists, the people who 
study die behaviour patterns of animals 


societies. Without the knowledge that 
llKy are still gropiog tor, the diploma- 

flounder, and Christmas will continue lo 
be a sad reminder of man's inability 
lo live up to his own image. 
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ECONOMY AXE 

Avn->n np m ^ iliead? been created Co tbe 

LfVJtLJbC i H h. tpectaele of Esypt wbile piittiii« out > 

violent propaimda barrage against colonia- 

F ill lism engag^ in a cruel colonialist «ar in 

X X A she Yemen—-does the N .t.F in jts turn con- 


violent propagmda barrage against colonia- 

F ill lism engag^ in a cruel colonialist «ar in 

X X A the Yemen—-does tbe N .t.F in its turn con- 

^ •< —e.r fi “ »l>aird pocket colonialist war in 

From Air Marsha Sir Pamek Durm KuI^a Murias to “liberale" 40 

Sir,—No doubt your Defence Corres- blanitos whose &iltan dees not even tax 


‘°^wr.Ihoi)ethatpublicdebateon i 


in to the Kuria Muriaa—there is no reason 
why diey should not, but in the dreuin- 
stances of these le^ years one wonders if 




R. B. SERJEANT. Director Middle 
East Centre. 

Pembroke College. Cambridge 


lius is not so. There is a real role in Eur.^ 
for it wid] iu range and power of penetra- 

1'? '“*?'• S’l? arms for south AFRICA 

defence will certainly be more fonnidable 

in Europe than outside. Moreover, it can PromPro/e*sor.f.V.ffil/,C.fl.,FJ{J. 

.4s-srir-.s5isr.ri-s 

roiw^wcoa^. . mviio. one's self-esteem; itielievesonealso of hav- 

available to the West—by reason ita ^ deplore racul discnimnanon with tbe 
recoonaissance easabUitv More and after bestofibeptotesters,buthaveneverknown 
any hostilities- iu ^etweness as a strike anyone mend his ways in consequence of 
aircraft. esnedaDv to reduce hostile air boycott or ending civilized reladons. Also I 
aS on no^ foreS- and to ia believe that ships and aireraft can be 

complenieotaiy to Nato's close support "sed to enforce apartheid. Certainly they 
aircraft which would be free to operate in be used to te^invaaon^tat wMch 

cooperation with ground troops. of the protests will opedy atot that he 

The suggestion Sat once operations had hopes for tbe mvasion of South Africa f 
reached this stage 30 British F III aircraft Nevelhelessifanyofdiemhopeprivalely 
would be iFclevant does not bear eaanu'na- for violence as a solution. let them recall 
tion. Strike and teconnaissaoce operations ibe war between North and South in the 
of this sort, once hosdlilics had broken out. United States. Thiscosta millioncasualiies. 
must bs seen in the context of an escalating appalling misery and many years of bitter- 
siniatioa The tactical air forces of the oess. But who can believe that slavery 
Warsaw Pact countries are the most formid- «ouid have continued for long in tbe United 
able convenflonal threat to Nato. According States without it. or that radal discrimina- 
lo a recent Institute of Strategic Studies “on would now be worse than it is ? 
study there are large numbers of Soviet Yours faithfully, 

and east German tacUcal air twees p«- A. V. Hll.t, 

manentiy sutioned on forward airfields in lU Chaucer Road, Cambridge, 
east Germany. Naio must have the means 
to diminish these forces conventionally; the 

only alte™tive would be to use nuclear A false riisrincirtf>n 

mustlaclude the ability to From Mr. Stanley Rosenthal 


context F Ills operating from the United 
IGagdom make obvious and vital military 
sense. Of course, such a battle could not 
be contained in a conventional phase indefi. 
niiely. Its purpose, so far as the West is 
concenied, would be to give lime for sane 
counsels to prevail and for the attacker to 
withdraw before nuclear weapons are used 
—and finish us alL 

There is now no cheaper aircraft than 
the F 111, or one which could be modified, 
which would provide the same leconsais- 
sance and striking power. Even if there 
were. I would not feel as sanguine as your 
Defence Correspondent about the ecosonuc 
impUcations of canceUing the Fill in its 
stead. Not only would we lose tbe oppor- 


can be used to put down a local insurrection 
and planes and submarines which can only 
be used in tbe country's self-defence is a 
spurious one. 

If it is wrong for us to supply asms 
which can be direiued against the South 
Affican resistance movement surely U Is 
enually wrong to provide arms which 
might be employed against those nations 
(perhaps even fee United Natioas) which 
might some day be provoked into interven¬ 
ing miliurily on behalf of tbe oppressed. 

Or does tbe moral basis of this disiioc- 
tiao rest on the propoatioii that it is wrong 
to help a while government to brutally 
suppress its colour population but right to 


expenditure in 1968-69. 

Yours faithfully. 

PATRICK DUNN. 

little Hillbark, HockeU Lane, Ceokham 
Dean. Berkshire, Dec. 26. 


SPORT AT OXBRIDGE of i 

From Dr. M. M. Clark 

Sir.—Mr. Belts has suggested, in his efri 
letter today, that Oxford and Cambridge b„, 
should compete against the other Uni- ‘u 
versities. The British Universities Sports 
Federation organizes some 25 champion- 
ships for various sports and in the may Kn¬ 
orin of these tbe two Universities are 
well reiwesenied. 

Attempts are being made to esUblish 
University rowing ebampionsbips and it 
is suggested that Oxford and Cambridge ^ 
will compete. 

Nevertheless in many of the major sports 
much of tbe attraction is removed since the 
various captains insist on their sides being 
the Occasionals or Casuals. Ooe can have Fro. 
sympathy towards this attitude since it c, 
could be said that a prior meefing would ;„g 


>se tbe oppor- help tbe same government keep others oi 
but the pub- while the butchery is taking pUc« 1 
Yours feithfuUy. 

ease ot dollar STANLEY ROSENTHAL. 

9 Lancaster C^uii, Newman Stre^ W. 


Relations with Russia 


Parliament can protest against our main- 
UiiMg our trade relations with South 
Africa, ttiihoui also tecommcDdirg that we 


le position.^^ faithiullj. 

OLIVER D'ARCy HART. 
King’s College. CamNidge. 


AMERICAN CONGRESS 


r.—As an Amencan professor spend- 
a year in London. I have managed 
aueve some degree of tolerance to the 
underlying many ne^per aniek! 


furth« and to suggest feat fee has irf, undtallenged. 

XrolfeonUh ny^tte^S^^^ If itisrecallS *„ the American Fed^ 

be! ei if fortned by a grout 

“veteigii statcs, the coagressiona 

Yours faithfully. 

. M. M. CLARK. Dean of Stui^li legisUtive review by the Su^T co^ 
University of Suirey, Battersea Park which comtitums the means Ichecks anc 
Road.S.W.ll.Dec.22. balances) for assuring constitniional gov¬ 

ernment and for preventing fee conceotra 
tion of povet io a small group of infevi 

KURIA MURU ISLANDS 

From Dr. R. B. Serfeeni as well as federal—and tt 

Sii.-Abom 15 months ago. through Sir {{[f this is to misunderstant 

Richard Turnbull's kindness. I accompanied 
the High Commissioner's party on its visit 

to the Kuria Murias. During our brief nay .“?? 

orivate researches. confusion on fee remedy for tbi 

oSiiii'ssiS'ray'-.’.ss.'S 

feTli^ ^^^ic foft^^M^ Efforts are bring made at the levd 

SJSI £Tii7Sf4?“iS S “f4iS£ S'SiS’S'iSS 

the event of disputes between them and . ... w m.,—. 

other persons or groups, their reply was. , t-®* i5 

-To Sa’id bin Taimur-.i.e. the SuIUn of 

Muscat and Oman. In my experience of '[I* 

South AraWa this is almost the oidy real ,^%,nUri^ir'wuSoa 

lod ^uca^cal broado 


or less, ancestors had to tbe Silfe 

Kuria Murias from the Shahra district of 
fee Sultanate, and they still had connexions 
wife the mainland from which, for instance. 

they might seek brides. proposal 

I I cannot understand Mrs. Nicholls's sug- .jb ^,1 

gesiion (December U) feat the Kuria 

Murias did not belong to fee Sultan of toariJS ifowrattdfe a “cC^ 

““T V* “'fa * ^ ^fitably te 


siontoGreatBritain—ritcemissofarasall 
feat belongs to a ruler in Arabia is his 

own personal estates, while tribal teiritoiy 


MAN^D E. WOLFF. 
S Sunnyside Place, WimWedon. S.W.19. 


have always stopped Arab ralera from doing ’ SUtmyswe fiace. wim tBeaon, 

deals about tribal ^ritoiy none tbe less I 

w;eZ^'at«“irm9*ife^«^*to DATED BREAD 

r.lfit tt? ^ »'■ 

rio^l attempts by inferlopers to dispossess 
Even under the umbrella of remote on which the loaf was baked. If this pro 
British prolwtiM th e islanders .in 1966 wlureweretobea^pte^y^otberbakerw 

und^^e aegis of the^SuUan of'Mu^tl holds a niuitber of loaves to use in rota 
and fee British sever administered and tiott. but would also prevent tbe buyin 
rarely viated the iriands. The N.LF. and selling of old bread in error, 
occupying Aden at present has bo valid Yours faithfully, 

daim. to fee Kuria Murias by any token. ALUN DAVIES. 

Tbe Blands could however be useful for 49 Beefenood Road. Saodertsteat 
naval attacks on the Sultanate which has Surrey. 
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Nasser may 
free Suez 
ships 

FROM Otm CORRESPONDENT 

Cairo, Dec 27 

E^pt is considering plans for 
extricating the 14 ships trapped in 
the Suez Canal—in the Great 
Bitter Lake—since the Arab- 
Israeli war in June. The news¬ 
paper Al Ahram today reported 
that an extensive study by 
navigation experts had shown the 
feasibility of the operation. 

It added that Mr. Brown, the 
Foreign Secretary, had sent a mes¬ 
sage to President Nasser concern¬ 
ing the release of the four British 
ships there. They are the Port In¬ 
vercargill (10,463 tons), Agapenor 
(7,654 tons), Scottish Star (10,174 
tons), and Melampus (8,511 tons). 

Al Ahram said President Nasser 
promised Mr. Brown he would in- 
v^tigate the matter. Other coun¬ 
tries whose ships are trapped— 
France, ^ Poland, west Germany 

and India—have also approached 
Egypt. 

No appeasement 

Cairo, Dec. 27.—^An Egyptian 
Government spokesman said to¬ 
night that the proposal should not 
be construed as a gesture of 
appeasement towards Israel, and 
that no cooperation with Israel 
forces occupying the east bank 
would be sought. It would be 
necessary to work on both banks 
of the canal if the waterway were 
opened, and security would have 
to be guaranteed, he said.— Reuter, 

Our Diplomatic Correspondent 
writes: The southern end of the 
Canal is partially blocked by the 
small Egyptian tanker, Magd 
(5,000 tons), which is believed to 
be easily removable. 
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RUSSIA MOVES INTO MIDDLE 

EAST OIL 


Russia and France have lost no time 
in exploiting the confusion and de¬ 
moralization among Arab countries that 
has followed the June war. The deal 
between the French state oil company, 
Erap, and Iraq was the first fruit. The 
deal between Russia and Iraq, 
announced over the weekend, has fol¬ 
lowed soon after. France has agreed 
to act as contractors: Russia to finance 
the Iraqis’ own efforts at exploration and 
development. At this level they are 
Straightforward commercial deals. But 
there are other levels. 

The land included in these deals is 
part of the original Iraq Petroleun» Com¬ 
pany concession, taken away by decree 
under General Kas>sim's Law 80.1.P.C. 
is owned by five major oil companies— 
British Petroleum, Shell. Mobil, Jersey 
Standard, and Compagnie Fran 9 aise des 
Petroles. As such it has been, almost 
ex officio, the main political target in 
Iraq and to strip it of its power has 
been, a high political priority. To the 
extent that France and Russia are help¬ 
ing Iraq to do this, where other com¬ 
panies have held back for legal reasons, 
they are serving Iraq's purpose. But the 
deals would not have been agreed if 
they did not, at the same time, serve 
the ends of France and Russia. France 
would like to see the power of the Anglo- 
American oil giants reduced. At the 
same time, it needs to diversify its 
sources of crude oil, still too dependent 
on Algeria. 


The Russians have alfways taken, an 
interest in the MiddJe East and it is 
all the keener now that they, one of the 
world’s great producers, are facing a 
real shortage of oil. The combined pres¬ 
sures of increasing domestic demand— 
which will accelerate sharply if sltan- 
dardis of living (which means more 
plastics, consumer goods, oars — all 
users of petroleum) rise—and the com¬ 
mitments to saipply Comecon countries 
will mount up to a formidable load on 
Russian oil resources, and could result 
in a Russian shortage of crude oil in 
the early seventies. 

Agreements have already been made. 
The most important was last year’s 
natural gas deal with Iran, under which 
Iran sold Russia the gas for a steel 
mill, tube-making plant and machine- 
tool factories. Rumania has made a 
barter deal with Iran; Yugoslavia is 
rumoured to have made a deal with 
Venezuela. The political aspects of the 
deal, loo, must be attractive to Russia. 
One immediate consequence of the June 
war was to make many Arabs, particu¬ 
larly in Egypt and Syria, feel that they 
had been badly let down by the great 
power who had earlier encouraged them 
in their bellicose attitude to Israel. This 
disenchantment has by now been modi¬ 
fied, partly as a result of Russia’s massive 
shipments of arms to replace those lost 
in the fighting. A deal which directly 
challenges the position of western owned 
oil companies helps the process of 
Russia s rehabilitation in the Arab world. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 

Hint of early move 
on Suez ships 

UN envoy told of decision 

FROM OtJR CORRESPONDENT—Cairo, Dec. 28 


There are hopes that work will 
begin soon on the release of the 
14 ^ips stranded in the Great 
Bitter Lake of the Suez Canal 
since the Arab-Israel war in June. 

The Cairo newspaper Al Ahram 
reported today that there were two 
methods of extricating the vessels 
—by towing them by way of Port 
Said to the Mediterranean, which 
was the original route of the ships, 
or by towing them to the Red Sea 
to sail for Europe round the Cape 
of Good Hope. 

The newspaper said that the ves¬ 
sels would, for technical reasons, 
most probably be towed out at 
intervals. 

The only problem, it said, that 
could possibly affect the operation 
was the security of the team of tech¬ 
nicians who would carry it out, as 
they might face provocations from 
Israelis on the canal*s east banL 

The decision to free the vessels was 
conveyed today by Mahmoud Riad, 
the Foreign Minister of the United 
Arab Republic, to Mr. Gunnar Jar¬ 
ring, tee United Nations envoy in 
the Middle East, who arrived in C^iro 
last night for talks. It will also be 
conveyed to Lieutenant-General 
Odd Bull, the chief of the United 
Nations truce organization. 

Visit extended 

Egypt has nwde it clear teat the 
release of the shif» in no way means 
the reopening of the canaL 

Cairo, Dec. 28.—Mr. Jarring 
today discussed the ships with 
Egyptian officials. Mahmoud Riad 
told reporters after meeting 
Mr. Jarring that the Swedish 
diplomatist had asked him about 
Egypt’s intentions; he had re¬ 
plied that a technical commission had 
the question under study. 

It was also announced after the 
meeting that Mr. Jarring was extend¬ 
ing his visit to Cairo until Saturday 
night, when he would return to his 
office in Cyprus. He had originally 
been expected to leave tomorrow. 

He will have at least one more 
meeting wth Mahmoud Riad, but it 
w'as not known today whether he 
would call on President Nasser. 

Proper moment 

Sir Harold Bseley, the British 
Ambassador, had talks last night wite 
Mahmoud Fawzy, the Presid^tlal 
Assistant for Fordgn Affairs. No 
details of the meeting were issued but 
it was bcJflsved that Sir Harold dis¬ 
cussed the release of the sbii^ four 
of which are British. 

Another diplomatic visitor to 
C^o, Mr. Nikezic, the Yugoslav 
Foreign Minister, said before he left 
for home today that the Egyptians 
were making every effort to solve the 
problem of the blocked ships. 

He said Mahmoud Riad had told 
him that ^ypt was greatly interested 


“in tee property of tee countries 
concerned and teis meant that she 
was “ prepared at the proper moment 
to solve the problem of the Suez 
Canal_ and arrive at a solution of 
tee crisis at the right time.” 

Jerusalem. Dec. 28.—Israel is re¬ 
ported to have given her consent in 
principle to tee operations requir^ 
for the release of the ships. The 
consent was conveyed to Mr. Jarring 
daring his visit in Jerusalem yester¬ 
day. 

Four of tee ships in the Great 
Bitter Lake are British, the oteers are 
west German (two), Polish (two). 
Swedish (two), American, Bulgarian^ 
Czechslovakian and French. A 
fift^nth vessel, an Amwican tanker, 
is in Lake Timsah, about midway 
throu^ the canal .—Agence Frcrnce 
Presse and Reuter. 

Damascus, Dec. 28.— ^The SjTian 
Government announced tonight that 
it will not receive Mr. Jarring, the 
special United Nations representa¬ 
tive. 

Mr. Jarring was in Cairo tonight 
He has already visited Lebanon, Jor¬ 
dan, and Israel, in addition to Egypt, 
in connexion with his mission to 
further a peace settlement—.Agence 

France Presse. 

Sabotage attacks 
in Israel 

Tel Aviv, Dec. 28.—^Members of 
the Arab underground organization 
Al Fatah last night carried out two 
sabotage attacks on Israel collec¬ 
tive farms. The Army said today 
that an explosive charge damaged 
the water pump installation at Kib¬ 
butz Neveh, between the Beisan and 
Jordan valleys, and another explo¬ 
sion damaged the fruit garden at 
Kibbutz Ein Door, cast of the Tobor 
mountain, in the Jezrtel valley.— 
Agence France Presse. 

Soviet mission 
leaves Iraq 

Beirut. Dec. 28.—A Soviet eco¬ 
nomic delegation led by Mr. Semyon 
Skachkov, chairman of the state 
comiraltee for external trade rela¬ 
tions, left Baghdad today after a 
month’s visit to Iraq, Baghdad radio 
reports. 

During the visit Mr. Skachkov 
signed a preliminary agreement with 
the Iraq National Oil Company 
(I.N.O.C.), under which the Soviet 
Union will extend the necessary aid 
and equipment to I.N.O.C. to help it 
to develop the oil industry, drill wells 
in south Iraq, and facilitate trans¬ 
port and marketing of its products. 
The Soviet Union also agreed to con¬ 
duct a geological survey in north 
Iraq to explore tee oil resources 
there.— Reuter. 
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Guard against surprise 
air attack 

From WILLIAM BEECHER—Cairo, Dec. 28 


About 35 miles north of Cairo, 
along the delta road to Alexandria, 
a number of strange concrete 
buildings are springing up. 

TTie rectangular structures could 
easily be taken for storage sheds 
or bams, except for their unusual 
front openings which are very wide 
at the bottom and fairly narrow 
on top. The buildings, in fact, are 
individual bomb shelters for MiG 
fighter aircraft. They are being 
built in a seemingly random 
pattern along a two-mile stretch 
of road. 

At one point, a crude airstrip has 
been constructed, and on the day a 
correspondent tirove by it had about 
six or seven MiG-17s in the open. 
Another was visible inside one of 
the shelters. At another point all 
trees on both sides of a straight 
stretch of the two-lane asphalt high¬ 
way had been chopped down. 

Road landings 

Diplomatic sources say there have 
been reports of jets landing on the 
road. The removal of trees would 
eHmimate a hazard to the swept- 
back wings of the MdGs, turning the 
roadway into aa en^rgency landing 
strip. 

This dispersed and hardened 
“fighter base” is bul one unusual 
example of the kind of pains Egypt 
is taking to preclude another surprise 
Israel air strike that could destroy 
most of ite aircraft on the ground. 

It is believed that the capacity for 
survival of Egypt's air force is being 
improved by some of the following 
actions:— 

Installation of improved air defence 
missiles in Egypt and improved 
early warning radar in Egypt, 
Syria, and Iraq. 

Thousands of Soviet advisers and 
technicians are said to be de¬ 
ployed, drilling the local military 
on how to operate and maintain 
radar and other key systems. “ Be¬ 
fore the June debacle the Egyp¬ 
tians were proud of how they 
ignored Russian advice ”, said one 
diplomatic official “Now they 
Ustec attentiveiy 

Besides replacing 80 to 90 per cent 
of Egyptian aircraft losses, the 
Russians earlier this month flew 
in 10 TU-16 twin-jet bombers for 
a goodwill visit Some observers 
expect that the Russians, by their 
presence at unknown Egyptian 
ba^s, hope to inhibit an Israel 
strike in some future tense period 
for fear of hitting and involving 
them. 

Many of the Arab states are be¬ 
lieved to have worked out a co¬ 
ordinated air plan which, among 
other things, allows the aircraft of 
one nation to disperse in an 
emergency to the airfidds of any 
of the others. Thus Egypt, in a 
period of mounting crisis, could 


move bombCTs to Iraq, Sudan, and 
even Algeria ou-t of range of 
Israel's aircraift 

The hardening and dispersal of 
bases in Egypt is considered one of 
the most important factors in Cairo's 
attempt to prevent a repetition of 
June 5. 

The aircraft shelters, for instance, 
are designed to force an attacking 
aircraft to focus all of its bombs and 
rockets on a single shelter instead 
cf running its machine-gun fire along 
a row of 15 to 20 aircraft in the 
open, as the Israel attackers did in 
June. Also, the concrete shelters are 
thought sturdy enough to withstand 
anything but a dir^t bomb hit.— 
New York Times News Service. 

London visit for 
Mr Eshkol 

BY OUR DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT 
Airangements are being made for 
a visit to London by Mr. Eshkol, the 
Israel Prime Minister, on his way 
home from visiting President John¬ 
son. 

Mr. Eshkol will be in the United 
States from January 7 for about 
eight to 10 days and may visit 
Ottawa briefly after that. He is 
likely, therefore, to be in Ixmdon 
between January 17 and 20. 

Mr. Wilson and Mr. Brown will 
be particularly interested to hear Mr. 
Eshfcol’s views in the light of the 
second round of visits to Middle East 
capitals which Mr. Gunnar Jarring, 
U Thant’s special representative, is 
now paying, and of the talks with 
President Johnson. 


Lisbon arms 
bill up 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

Lisbon, Dec. 28 

The Portuguese learnt today 
that their New Year gift from the 
Government was the privilege of 
helping to pay for a delence 
budget of 8,113,000 escudos 
(£116m.). This is the highest figure 
in the country’s history. 

Announcing details of the 1968 
budget. Senhor Ulisses Cortes, the 
Finance Minister, said that extra* 
ordinary defence and security ex¬ 
penditure for the year would ba 
5,613m. escudos (just over £80m.). 
The rest was made up from ordinary 
expenditure on various serWoe de¬ 
partments. 

Defence and service expenditure 
together account for some 37 per 
cent of the total budget of 22,335m. 
escudos (£319m.). 
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